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The Author to the Reader, 

"^HIS Historical Summary 
concerning the Britijh Continent 

IL Plantations in North-America, 
we publifhed in loofe Sheets by way of 
Pamphlet, feuille volante, or los-blad \ 
which in their Nature are temporary, and 
foon loft : but as it is generally well receiv- 
ed, that it may be more permanent, we 
publifh it in two large O&avo Volumes, 
each Volume divided into two Parts : 

Vol. I. Part i. contains general Affairs, 
viz. Some Account of ancient and modern 
Colonies, the firft Grants and fettling of our 
Continent Colonies and Weft-India Iflands, 
and the adjoining French and Spanijh Set- 
tlements, with Remarks of various Natures. 

Vol. I. Part 2. contains, i. The Hud- 
Jon s-Bay Companies Settlements, Facto- 
ries or Lodges, and their Fur and Skin- 
Trade. 2. Newfound/andCod-Fifhery. 3; 
The Province of Nova-Scotia ; theVicifTi- 
tudes under theBritiftj zndFrench Jurifdic- 

>ns. 4.The feveral Grants united by anew 
Charter in theProvince ofMaJfachuJettsBay, 

Vol. II. Part 1. Concerning the fun- 

' dry other Britijh Provinces, Colonies, or 

Plantations in the Continent of North- 

America^ 



(?) 

America, viz. New-Hampftire, Rhode- If- 

land, ConneSlicut, Eajl and tVeft-Jerftes> 
Penfyhania higher and lower, Maryland^ 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina 
and Georgia. 

Vol. II. Part 2. is byway of Appendix, 
containing mifcellaneous Affairs, fuch as 
the natural Hiftory, the Diftempers at 
Times epidemical, and the endcmial Dif- 
eafes in thefe various Climates, with their 
Paper-Currencies ; as alfo fome Addenda 
and Corrigenda, particularly, if by Hifto- 
rieal Freedoms ufed, any juft Offence (hu- 
manum eft errare) is given to Perfon or 
Perfons, it fhall be candidly rectified. 

The Writer with Candour acknowledges 
that in the x^ffair of Commodore Knowles's 
Imprefs in theHarbour of Boft on, Nov. i 747* 
there was fomewhat of paffionate Warmth 
and Indifcretion, meerly in Affection 
to Bofton, and Country of JVew-Eng- 
land, his Altera Patria ; but not with 
Rancour or Malice, having no perfonal 
Acquaintance nor Dealings with Mr* 
Knowles ; therefore from common Fame, 
he (as Hiftorians do)only narrates his pecu- 
liar Teniper, his Severity in Difcipline, and 
not fo much Regard as fome other Sea- 
Commanders have for the mercantile In- 



( iii ) 

tereft, by impreffing their Men, when he 
thought the publick Service required it : 
His general Courage as a Sea-Officer is not 
queuioned ; the Infinuation concerning his 
perfonal Courage^ has been conftrued a- 
mifs ; the refufing of paffionate Challenges 
from private Mailers of Merchant Ships, 
whofe Men he had impreffed, which per- 
haps might deprive the Nation of his Ser- 
vice, is no Slur, 

The Writer declares that he had no other 
Intention, than by fetting the Affair in a 
ftrong Light, to contribute towards extend- 
ing to the Continent Colonies, particularly 
to New-England, a lateAEl of Parliament 
againjl impreffing of Sailors in the Sugar 
Weft- India Iflands. Therefore as this Af- 
fair was temporary, of no Ufe, and may 
give Offence, it is fuppreffed in the prefent 
Publication of this firft Volume of the Sum- 
mary. Admiral Knowles fince he fail'd 
from Boflon y has been happy in fuccefsful 
Expeditions, particularly in reducing the 
Fort of Port Louis of Hifpaniola y and in 
beating a fuperior Spanifh Squadron off 
the Havannah ; he has been in a Courfe 
of Preferments ; and profperous as. to his 
private Fortune* 

William Douglass* 
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A Summary, Hiftorical and Political, of 
the firft Planting, progrefTive Improve- 
ments, and prefent State of the Britijh 
Settlements in North-America ; with 
fome tranfient Accounts of the Border- 
ing French and Spanifh Settlements. 

AS Diftanceof Place does equally or rather more 
admit of Latitude, for imperfect, erroneous, 
and romantick Accounts of Affairs than 
Diftance of Time •, the Author, after Thirty 
Years Refidence in thefe Colonies, and 
Correfpondence with fome inquifitive Gentlemen of 
the feveral Governments, does generoufly offer to the 
Publick, the following Collection, done with fome Ex- 
pence of Time borrowed from the Bufinefs of his Profef- 
•fion, and Hours of Relaxation ; without any mercenary, 
fordid, fcribbling View of Profit, or Orientation of more 
Knowledge in thefe Things than fome of his Neighbours, 
but to contribute towards a folid certain Foundation for 
the Hiftories of thefe Countries in Times to come. The 
People in Europe (the publick Boards not excepted) have 
a very indiftinct Notion of thefe Settlements,and theJme- 
rican Settlers are too indolent, to acquaint themfelves with 
the State of their neighbouring Colonies. 

Defcriptions and bare Relations, although accurate and 
inftructive, to many Readers are infipid and tedious ; 
therefore a little Seasoning is fometimes ufed \ where a mica 
Salts occurs, may it not be difagreeable, it is not defigned 
with any malicious invidious View. For the fame Rea- 
fon, a fmall Digrefllon, but not impertinent to the Subject, 
is now and then made Ufe of j as alfo fome fhort Illuftra- 
tions. 

B SECT. 
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SECT. I. 

Concerning the Boundaries, between the Britifh and French 
Settlements in North-America. 

AS a Treaty of Peace feems to be upon the Anvil in 
Europe between Great-Britain and France ; the Sub- 
ject-Matter of this Sedion, is to propofe a Scheme 
(the more Propofals or Projections, the more Choice) to- 
wards determining and fettling the Territorial Limits, and 
of an exclufive Indian Trade, between Great-Britain and 
France in North- America. The Scheme mutt be fhort, 
elfe it will not be attended to, and therefore requires fome 
previous Elucidations, and fome fhort anticipating Ac- 
counts of Things. 

Our principal Intereft is to rival the French and Dutch 
in their Trade and Navigation, without Diftinction or 
Partiality to either. In this prefent War, the French 
Court feem to negled their Colonies, Trade and Naviga- 
tion, the principal Care of their late good and great Mi- 
nifter Cardinal de Fleury -, and do run into their former 
Romantick Humour of Land-Conquefts. This is the 
Opportunity to take the Advantage of their Inattention, 
more efpecially with Regard to North America^ our prefent 
Subject. 

The French are the common Nufance and Difturbers 
of Europe, and will in a fhort Time become the fame in 
America, if not mutilated at Home, and in America fenced 
off from us by Ditches and Walls, that is, by great Ri- 
vers and impracticable Mountains. They are a numerous, 
powerful, rich and polite Nation, they have the Advan- 
tage of us in three grand Articles. 

i. Their 
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1 . Their Government is abfolutely Monarchical ; Tax at 
Pleafure •, not accountable for Monies expended in fecret 
Services (in Great-Britain, the Article for fecret Services 
in the Civil Lift, is fmali, and when the Parliament allows 
any Sum extraordinary for that Ufe, it occafions a Grum- 
bling both within and without Doors ) in this they have 
the Advantage of us, well knowing that not only private 
Perfons, but Ivlinifters of State, Generals, Admirals, even 
Sovereigns may be bought or brib'd •, the late E. of Or — d 
the grand Matter of Corruption, when he gave himfelf the 
Loofe, at Times declared, " That there was no private 
" Perfon or Community, but what might be corrupted, 
" provided their Price could be complied with." It 
therefore becomes the Reprefentatives of Great-Britain y 
narrowly to infpect into the Conduct of their Minifters, 
and other great Officers in Truft, efpecially in making 
Treaties with France -, the infamous Treaty of Utrecht, 
1 7 13, was procured by the French Court bribing our cor- 
rupted Adminiftration, that Part of it relating to the Bri- 
tijb Northern American Colonies, will in Time be their Ruin, 
if not rectified and explained. 2. By Cuftom Time out of 
Mind, they are above, and do upon all Occafions difpenfe with 
the Principles ofHoneJly and Honour ; Superiority and Power 
is their only Rule, as Louis XIV. modeftly exprefled it, 
in the Device upon his Cannon, Ratio ultima Regum : 
They occafionally make Dupes of the other Princes in Eu- 
rope ; their Promifes and Faith are by them ufed only as 
a Sort of Scaffolding, which, when the Structure is finiih- 
ed, or Project effected, they drop ; in all publick Trea- 
ties they are Gens de mauvaife Foy. This may feem an 
unmannerly national Reflection ; but at this Time it could 
not be avoided, confidering their perfidioufly exciting a 
Rebellion in Great-Britain, contrary to their folemn Ac- 
knowledgment and Guarantee of the Hanover Succeflion, 
by inciting the Highlanders to Rapine and killing of their 
Countrymen ; their re-fortifying of Dunkirk in Time of 
Peace •, their violating of their Guarantee of the Pragma- 
tick Sanction, concerning the Auftrian Succel7ion,by Itiva- 

B 2 Hon 
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fion of Germany. 3. The greateftand moft eflfential real 
Article is, The Largenefs of their Dominions in the beji 
Country of Europe, and thereby are become an Overmatch 
for their Neighbours, and more capable of fwarming into 
their Colonies than we are j in order to preferve a Ballance 
in Europe, they ought to be curtail'd or difmembred there, 
which will effectually at the fame Time prevent their too 
great Growth in America. 

Louijbourg being now in our PofTefiion, there can be 
no great Difficulty in reducing of Canada : at prefent it is 
not populous (perhaps not exceeding 12,000 Men capable 
of marching) neither is it compact (from the Mouth of St. 
Laurence River to its Rife from LakeOntario, at Fort Fron- 
tenac are about 800 Miles •,) and the French (without a 
Pun,) are like Cocks which fight beft upon their own . 
Dunghill : Witnefs, their late Behaviour in Germany, in 
Italy, their late Poltronnerie in Cape- Breton, and at Sea. 
Flanders is thgrownDunghilI,and perhapsfor politickRea- 
fons, theAllies allow them to over-run it, it will be to them 
a chargeable PofTefiion, and a Diminution of their Army 
in garrifoning of fo many Towns : Thus by giving them 
Scope, they may run themfelves out of Breath, that is, 
put of Men and Money, and become an eafy Prey. 

Cape-Breton Iflands and Canada being reduced, would be 
to us an immenfe Advantage, viz. The Monopoly of all 
the American Fi(h, Fur and Skins Trade, provided thefe 
Acquisitions could be annexed to Great-Britain, as a Jail- 
ing PoffefTion : but unlefs in the prefent Treaty we could 
abfolutely give the Law to France, and perfwade the other 
Powers of Europe to allow us this Monopoly, we fhould 
to no Purpofe, incur (if not reimburfed from HomeJ an 
inextricable Expence or Debt, and by extending or ftretch- 
ing our Colonies, render them more (lender and weak ; 
we are not capable of fettling Inland Countries in a fhort 
Time, our European Dominions, cannot allow or 
fpare People fuflfcient for that Purpofe. The Phoenicians^ 
Greeks, Venetians, Genoefe, &c. formerly had many Facto- 
ries and Colonies in fundry Places, but for Want of Peo- 
ple 
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pie fufficient to maintain thefe PofTeflions, they foon van- 
ished. It is true, the Butch, an amphibious Man- Animal, 
though a fmall People, maintain their Ground in their Co- 
lonies : But we may obferve, they never run their Settle- 
ments far from their natural and trading Element, the 
Water. 

Formerly Priority of Difcovery, was reckoned a pro- 
per Claim. The Cabots coafted North America ( they 
were in Canada River) in the End of the fifteenth Cen- 
tury. Secretary Walfingham, being informed of an Open- 
ing, Wefterly, North of North Virginia {Nova Scotia and 
New- England were foon after called North Virginia) Anno 
1583, fent out VelTels upon the Difcovery, they fail'dup 
the River of St. Laurence, took PofTeflion of Canada and 
fettled fome Trade there. In Queen Anne's Manifefto, 
difperfed in Canada, Anno 171 1, when the Expedition 
for the Reduction of it, was on Foot, it is faid, " That 
Canada belong' d to the Englifh by Priority of Difcove- 
ry, and what the French poiTcfied there was by Grants 
from the Englifh, and consequently held it only as a Fief, 
therefore where the PofTerTors turn Enemy, it reverts." 
Quebec was taken by fome private Englifh Adventurers, 
Anno 1629. It was given up by Treaty to the French, 
1632. 

Afterwards in Place of prior Difcovery, Pre-emtion of 
the Indian Natives, and Occupancy, was deem'd a more 
juft and equitable Title. In Cafe of a War, if any Con- 
queft happened, upon a Peace, an uti poffidetis (as is the 
Practice with the Turks and other Afiaticks) was the 
Right : But at prefent in Europe, amongft the civilized 
and polite Nations, at the Conclufion of a War the Ba- 
fis of the Treaty, is former Treaties (reckoned folemn 
Bargains, Indentures, or Jus Gentium) Equivalents in 
Money, abfolute Ceflion, or Exchange of Territories, 
for Damages received, or fuppofed to be received, Arti- 
cles of former Treaties, explained and rectified, as in our 
prefent Cafe the Treaty of Utrecht 171^ feems to re- 
quire. 

By 
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By Treaty of Peace and Neutrality for America, Anno 
1656, Nov. 6, 16, between Great Britain and France ; in 
one another's Diftricts they are not to trade, fifh, or har- 
bour (except in Cafes of Diftrefs to repair, wood and wa- 
ter) but iniquitoufly by the Treaty of Utrecht, our cor- 
rupt Adminiftration, granted to the French the Liberty 
of catching, and curing of Fifh in the mod advantageous 
Places " on that Part of Newfoundland from Cape-Bonavijla 
to the Northernmoft Part of the Ifland, and from thence 
running down by the Weftern Side to Point Riche :" 
There Cod-Fifh are fo plenty and fall in fo near the 
Shore, that the French Fifhermen without the Charge or 
Trouble of Hook and Line, catch them by a Kind of 
Grapling, as our Privateers difcovered when they made 
Prizes of feveral French Fifh Traders in the Summer, 
1 744, in the Northern Harbours of Newfoundland : By 
this unaccountable Concefllon, the French had already 
the better of us in the FifTiery Trade, and in a few Years 
more would have fupplied all the Markets in Europe, and 
by underfelling, entirely excluded us from the Cod-Fish- 
ery, which is more beneficial and eafier wrought than the 
Spanifh Mines of Mexico and Peru. 

It would be a vaft Advantage to our Trade and Navi- 
gation, if by the enfuing Congrefs for a general Peace, 
we could obtain the Monopoly of the North America 
Cod-Fifhery ; there are Precedents of Monopolies al- 
lowed amongft fovereign Princes : The Dutch have en- 
grofTed the Spice Trade (Pepper excepted) of the Eafl- 
Indies. But if the French are dill to be allowed fome 
Share in this Fifhery, let them cure their Fifh upon the 
IQands of the Gulph of St. Laurence, and upon the S. E, 
Shore of Terra de Labaradore near the Straights of Belle 
Jfle. 

By the faid Treaty of Utrecht, our corrupted Court 
gave up to the French the Ifland of Cape-Breton, and the 
other Iflands in the Gulph of St. Laurence, with this 
pernicious Claufe, Liberty to fortify. Accordingly 
in Cape-Breton or Vlfle Royale, was ere&ed the Fortrefs of 

LouisbqurGj 
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Louisbourg, the North American Dunkirk, to annoy 
our American Navigation and Trade ; but by good Luck 
it is lately fallen into our PofTeiTion : As the People of 
New-England, from their abundant Loyalty to the 
Crown, and Zeal for the Britijh Intereft, were the firft 
Projectors and principal Promoters of this moll valuable 
Acquifition ; if it is confirmed to us by a fubfequent 
Peace, it may prove a Kind of Monopoly of the Cod- 
Fifhery. New- England deferves not only a pleniary Re- 
imburfement, but alfo fome peculiar Favour or Bounty 
from the Parliament of Great Britain ; having upon this 
Occafion involved themfelves deeply in Debt, and loft 
many of their bed labouring Men, not by the Enemy, 
but by an ill condition'd Putred or Hofpital Fever and 
Flux. The high Encomiums of our Militia, ought not 
to give any Umbrage of Jealoufy to the Britifh Govern- 
ment or Mother- Country •, that in Cafe of any general 
Difcontent here, concurring with a Dutch or French (ma- 
ritime Powers) War, they caft themfelves into the Arms 
of the French or Dutch -, and occafion fome Difficulty, 
for a Britifh Squadron and Armament, to reduce them 
to Reafon ; the People here are fo loyal to the Crown, 
and fo affectionate to their Mother-Country, that this 
cannot be fuppofed •, it is true, the King and Council of 
Great-Britain, lately feem to be of Opinion, that the Co- 
lony of Maffachufetts-Bay, with Regard to the neighbour- 
ing Colonies, is too large, and have accordingly cur- 
tail'd it, by annexing a large Part of it to the inconfi- 
derable Government of New-Hampfhire, and fome Part 
of it to the fmall Colony of Rhode-Ifland ; as we have 
never fettled our Line with New-York Government, we 
are told they defign to put in for a Share. 

Cape-Breton and the other Iflands of the Bay of St. 
Laurence, before the Peace of Utrecht, were in our Pof- 
feffion, as belonging to M. Subercaffe\ Commiffion, in 
which he is called Governor of V Acadie and Cape-Breton 
Iflands ; he was the French Governor when we reduced 
that Country 1710 ; but by the Peace thefe Iflands were 

given 
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given to the French in Exchange for the Fortrefs (no 
Settlement) of Placentia: while the Peace was negotiating 
Mr. More of the Board of Trade and Plantations, was 
fo barefacedly corrupt, when the Importance of Cape- 
Breton was reprefented, he anfwered, Mujl the French 
then have nothing ? 

By the Treaty of Utrecht the Canada or French Line 
with Hudfon's-Bay Company or Great-Britain, was afcer- 
tained, viz. from a certain Promontory upon the Atlan- 
tick Ocean in N. Lat. 58 Deg. 30 Min. to run S. W. 
to Lake Mijlafin (which communicates by Indian Water 
Carnage by P. Rupert's River with Hud/on' s-Bay, and 
by Seguany River, with St. Laurence River at the 
Port of Tadoufac 30 Leagues below Quebec) and from 
thence continued (till S. W. to N. Lat. 49 Deg. and 
from thence due Weft indefinitely ; this Weft Line 
takes in the Northern Parts of the Upper- Lake, large as 
the Cafpian Sea in Afia, one of the North America five 
great Lakes or Inland Seas. By this Conceflion we gave 
the French a Sea-Line Skirt of Terra de Labaradore (by 
Authors who write in Latin, called Terra Laboratoris or 
Nova Britannia) the better to accomodate their Fifhery : 
Whereas if the Britijh Intereft had been in View, the 
Weft Line or Parallel of 49 D. N. Lat. ought to 'have 
been continued, Eaft to a little above the Mouth of St. 
Laurence or Canada River. 

By faid Treaty, the French were not to fifh within 
30 Leagues of Nova Scotia to the Eaftward, beginning 
at the Ifiand of Sable -, its South Side lies in 43 D. 55 M 
N. Lat. and from thence in a S. W. Line indefinitely ': 
N. B. There is no Cod-Fifliery to the Southward of N. 
Lat. 41 D. Salmon, Smelts and fome other North Cli- 
mate Fifti are under the fame ReftricTion : to the Weft- 
ward of this Line was a mare Claufum. 

In the Peace of Utrecht was omitted, to fettle a Line 
between our Colonies and thofe of France, called com- 
monly 'Canada, and MiffiJPppi, or New France and LouiCtana 
from North to South > and the Line Eaft and Weft be- 
tween 
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tween Carolina or Georgia, and the Spanijh Cape Florida 
Claims. In the propoied Negotiation for a Peace, it 
would be much for the Eafe and Quiet of all Parties to 
have the fame fettled. 

The natural and moft effectual Boundaries of Countries 
or Territories feem to be large Rivers (thus the Upper 
Rhine divides the French Acquifuions from fundry German 
Sovereignties) and Mountains impracticable (the Pyrenean 
Mountains in general divide France from Spain, the 
Daff§rne Hills divide Sweden from Norway, the Carpach, 
or Corpathian Mountains divide Poland from Hungary 
and Tranfylvania) The Great River of St. Laurence, the 
Lakes Ontario and Erie, and the Apalatian Mountains 
may anfwer the intended Britijh and French Boundary, 
without any Advantage or Acquifition, Difadvantage or 
Lofs on either Side ; but meerly for Peace and good 
Neighbourhood. 

The French Fur Trade, and their Settlements are 
almoft entirely Northward of St. Laurence River : let us 
take a curfory View of the Southern or Britijh Side of 
this great River, and of the Lakes Ontario and Erie, and 
of the Apalatian Mountains or blue Hills : All the Ad- 
vantage the French can have, by Indians in their Interefl:, 
,or fmall Settlements South of St. Laurence, is only 
upon Occafion to diftrefs their Neighbours, the Britijh 
in Nova-Scotia, New-England, and New-York. 

From Cape Rofiers at the Southern Side of the Mouth 
of the River St. Laurence in N. Lat. 50 D. 30 M, to 
La Riviere-puante or the Indian Tribe, called the MifTion 
of Befancourt, over againft Les Trois Rivieres, are about 
400 Miles : The Barrennefs of the Soil, Impracticable- 
nefs of the Mountains, which lie but a fmall Way South 
of the great River, the Rapidity of the flioft Rivers or 
Runs of Water from thefe Mountains ; renders the 
Country unhofpitable, efpecially there being no proper 
"Water Carriage for Indian Canoes : Here are no Indian 
Tribe Settlements, and as if in a Defart, no humane 
Kind to be met with, only a very few Indian Travel- 

C krs. 
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lers. In Maffachufetfs New Charter, Anno 1661, the 
Claim is kept up in its Extent, by exprefs Words, 
" To the Gulf of St. Laurence and Canada Ri- 
vers." By our laft Treaty with the French, which was 
that of Utrecht 1713, V Accadie or Nova-Scotia was 
confirmed to us ; the French Commi^on to their laft 
Governor Subercajfe, was from Cape Rofiers to Quenebec 
River ; this River lies nearly in the fame Meridian with 
Quebec, and the Head of it not above fifty or fixty Miles 
dif ! ant from Quebec, the Metropolis of Canada, or New 
France. (The Mouth of Sagadahoc or Quenebec River, 
lies nearly in 44 D. N. Lat. Quebec, according to M. 
Tie rifle's accurate Obfervations, lies in 46 D. 55 M. N. 
Lat: from the Entrance of Sagadahoc to Norridgwag, the 
Head Quarters on Quenebec River, of a confiderable 
Tribe of the Abnequie Indian Nation our Subjects, or 
Dependants ; are not exceeding 100 Miles, thence up 
Quenebec River, almoft due North, fo far as Indian Ca- 
noes with Paddles and fetting Poles can proceed, about 
jo Miles ; thele 170 Miles, allowing for the Meanders 
or crooked Turnings of the River, may be computed at 
2 Degrees of Latitude ; remains about 60 Miles only, to 
Quebec, hilly bad Travelling -, the Norridgwag Indians 
Road to Canada, is up to the Head of Quenebec River, 
and thence by feveral Lakes and Carrying-Places, to the 
River ha Chaudierie very rapid, which falls into St. Lau- 
rence River about 4 or 5 Leagues above Quebec : Their 
beft but longeft travelling Road is from Quenebec River 
to Conneclicut River, up< Connecticut River, and thence 
to the River St. Francois, which falls into St. Laurence 
River, about four or five Leagues above Les Trois 
Rivieres. 

To render it evident, that we do not intend to project 
any large Extenfion of Territories Inland, we fhalLpro- 
ceed to enumerate fome more Extents in fundry Places 
of the projected Line. From Saratogoa a confiderable 
Britifh Settlement in the crook Elbow and long Falls of 

Hudfon's 
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Hudfon'sKwer ,the Carrying- Place, to Wood-Creek, are 12 
to 15 Miles (according to the wet or dry SeafonsJ thence 
about 30 Miles to the Verdronken Landen, or drowned 
over-flowed flooded Lands, thence 50 Miles to Crown- 
Pointy a Pafs near the Entrance of LakeChamplain (Crown- 
Point is not well expreflTed in Englifh, the proper Name 
is Scalp-Pointy from fome Indian Battle which happened 
there, and many Scalps carry 'd off •, it is better exprefT- 
ed in French Point Cbevel'ire, and in Dutch Kruyn Punt) 
from Crown-Point 100 Miles to Fort Chamblais at the 
Falls of Chamblais River, near its Outlet from the Lake; 
thence 5 or 6 Leagues to Monreal the fecond good 
Town of Canada, is in all 210 Miles from the New-Fork 
Settlement of Saratogoa. 

This Crown Point not much exceeding 100 Miles from 
Monreal^ is to this Day, with the adjoining Country, 
called the Dutch Side of the Lake Champlain or Corlaer 
(a Dutchman of Confequence who was drowned there in 
a Storm. ) We are forry that the Levies of the feveral 
Northern Colonies, did not proceed in the intended 
Expedition againft the Fort of Crown- Point ; Succefs 
or not, it would have made fome Noife in Europe, and 
naturally have led the Congrefs to fettle the Line or 
Boundaries. 

We have a Fort and conftant Garrifon of Regular 
Troops at Ofwego N. Lat. 43 d. 20 m. near the Mouth 
of Onondagas River on the fouth Side of the Lake Onta- 
rio or Cataraquie •, in the proper Seafons, here is kept a 
Fair for the Indian Trade-, Indians of above twenty differ- 
ent Nations have been obferved here at a Time, the 
greateft Part of the Trade between Canada and the Indi- 
ans of the great Lakes and fome Branches of the Mijjiffip- 
pi) pafs near this Fort, the neareft and fafeft Way of 
caffying Goods upon this Lake, being along the fouth 
Side of it. The Diftance from Albany to Ofwego Fort is 
about 200 Miles Weft, and many good Farms or Settle- 
ments in the Way. 

B 2 Th 
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The Apalatian Mountains or great Blue Hills ( Land 
much elevated in the Air, view'd at a confidcrable Dif- 
tance, appears of a Sky Colour ) are only 200 to 300 
Miles diftant from the Sea Line of Virginia, Carolinas and 
Georgia\ the Britifh People and fome naturalized Germans 
have made fome good Settlements at the Foot of the Eaft 
Side of thefe Mountains, the Wafh of the Hills rendring 
the Soil very rich. This Chain of Mountains, is not paf- 
fable but in very few Places with Pack-Horfes -, it runs 
from the Sennekas Country near the Lake Erie, almoft due 
South to the Bay of Apalatia in the Gulph of Mexico. 
Sundry Deeds from the Indians to the Proprietors of the 
Carolinas do exprefly mention this great Ridge of Moun- 
tains as a W. and N.W. Line or Boundary. 

The Chikesaw and Upper Cherakee Nations reach 
From the Weft Side of thefe Mountains to the great River 
Miffiffipi -, at prefent and for many Years part, their Trade 
is and has been with the Virginia and Carolina Indian 
Traders, who keep confiderable Stores among thefe Na- 
tions. We have many trading Houfes and Stores all 
along the Eaft Side of thefe Hills, and all the Indians who 
Jive there are our faft Friends and Traders, exclufive of a- 
ny other European Nation. The Sennekas, Chouwans, the 
old Tufcaroras, Cuttumbas, the lower and middle Cherakee 
Nations. All our long Rivers reach thofe Mountains, 
■viz. Potomack and James Rivers in Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, Maratoke alias Raonoak River, Pemlico River, 
Neufe River, and a Branch of Cape Fear River in North- 
Carolina, Peddie River the middle Branch of Wineaa in 
South Carolina, and the Savanna River of Georgia. 

The propofed Line cannot be of any great Detriment 
to the French Colony of Canada •, they have little or no 
Fur-Trade South of the River of St. Laurence, and not 
exceeding 280 Friend Indian fighting Men, viz. The 
Million of Befancourt over againft Les Trois Rivieres 40 
Men ; on La Riviere Puante the Million of St. Francois on 
the River of the fame Name about 4 or 5Leagues higher, 
1 60 Men ; thefe two Tribes are of the Abnaquie Nation, 

and 
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and therefore naturally belong to the New-England. In- 
dians ; above Monreal there are about 80 Men called 
Kahnuagus or praying Indians ; idle Fellows, who run a- 
bout the Streets of Monreal, begging with their Chap- 
lets or Beads, they are Runaways from our Mohawk 
Indians. 

As to our Boundary with the Spaniard South of Geor- 
gia, which a few Years fince occafioned confiderable 
Difpntes, and the ftationing of a Regiment (Col. Ogle- 
thorp's) of regular Troops •, we. may obferve, That foon 
after the Reftoration, the Crown granted the Colony of 
Carolina to certain Proprietors, extending fo far South as 
29 D. N. Lat. (this included St. Augusline, in the Lati- 
tude of the Bottom of- the Bay of Apalatia ; and by the 
Treaties of 1667 and 1670 feems confirmed to us. St. 
Augttltine is a bar'd Place, no Harbour forVeflels, except- 
ing fmall Craft, and feems of no other Advantage to die 
Spaniard, but in Time of War to annoy our Navigation 
in thefe Parts, and to difturb our adjoining Colonies by 
exciting the Creek Indians in their Neighbourhood to 
Rapine, as was the Cafe, Anno 17 15. They improve no 
Territory. The Florida Neck or Tongue, Southward is a 
barrenSoil, not worth contending for. This Florida Shore 
appears to be of no great Benefit to Spain, but would be 
of confiderable Advantage to Great-Britain, for the 
Tranquility of our Colonies in that Neighbourhood. 

A Scheme towards fettling the Boundaries between the 
Britifh and French Colonies of North-America, 
and for the better Regulation of their Trade. 

IT is further agreed and concluded, That the Bounda- 
ries between the Britifh Hudfon\-Bay Company, and 
the French Colony of Canada, fhall remain as fettled 
by the Peace of Utrecht, 1713. That in Conformity to 
the Treaty of Peace and Neutrality for the Englifh and 
French Colonies in America, Anno 1686 : French Veflels 
fhall not enter any of the Harbours of Newfoundland 

(excepting 
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(excepting in Cafes of Diftrefs) fhall not trade or cure 
Fifh there, neither fhall they fifh within — Leagues of 
the fame. That the exclufive fifhing Line on the Coafts 
of Nova-Scotia and New-England, fhall begin at the 
Southerly Entrance of the Gut of Canfo, and run a direct 
Courfe to the Ifland of Sable, comprehending all the 
Banks of faid Ifland; and from thence to run South Weft 
indefinitely. That the Inland Line mail begin at Cape 
Rojiers, the Mouth of the River St.Laurence-, up faid Ri- 
ver, and Catarequia River to the Lake Cataraquie or On- 
tario \ along faid Lake and its Communication with Lake 
Erie ; along Lake Erie fo far as the Senneka's Country 
extends, and from this Termination, the neareft Courfe 
or Diftance to the Apalatian Mountains ; and along the 
Ridge of faid Mountains to the Bay of Apalatie in the 
Gulph of Mexico ; St. Auguftine and the Promontory of 
Florida included. That the Iflands in the Gulph and 
River of St. Laurence fhall belong to the French, but the 
Navigation of faid Gulph, Rivers and Lakes fhall be free 
to both Parties. That the French fhall not fet up 
Lodges, Trading Houfes or Factories, nor travel with 
Goods, in the Britijh American Territories •, neither fhall 
theBritifh Subjects in French AmericanTtrntonts, ; Penalty, 
Confifcation of Goods : but the Indians fhall have a free 
PafTage, with their Skins and Furs, and Return of Goods 
for the fame, indifferently, to a Market, in both Territo- 
ries. That the Trade with the Chikefaw and Chirakee 
Indian Nations (although Weft of the Apalatian Moun- 
tains,) as being of many Years Continuance, fhall con- 
tinue with the Britijh Subjects exclufively. 



rH IS Section would have more naturally concluded, than began 
the Essay; but as it may be fuppofed that a Negotiation for Peace 
between Great-Britain and France, is now on Foot in Europe ; 
it was judged feafonable, and ad<vifable not to pofipone it. 
This Essay towards a History of Britifh North- America, is re- 
duced under the following Heads. 

Sect. 
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Sect. I. A Scheme for Boundaries between the Britifh and French 
Colonies in North-America, and for regulating their exclvfive 
Trade. 

II. Some general and Jhort Account of the Spanifh, Englifh, French 
and Dutch Difcoveries, Settlements and Claims in America. 

III. Concerning the Indian Nations and Tribes; intermixed with, under 
the Protetlion of, or in Alliance with Great-Britain : As alfo fame im- 
perfecl Hints of thofe called the French Indians. 

IV. Some Remarks in Relation to the general Britifh Conjlitution of 
their Colonies, in order to render the Accounts of the federal Provinces 
more fuccintl. 

V. Hudson's Bay Company ; their trading Lodges, Fcrfs, and Faclo- 
ries ; their Boundaries <witb Canada, as fettled by the Treaty oj Utrecht 
Anno 1713. 

VI. Newfoundland Fifhery ; it is not colonized. 

VII. Nova Scot'ia, appointed to be colonized in Governor Philips'/ 
b:firuclions, but hitherto neglecled ; and may be faid (the Garrifon of 
Annapolis excepted) to be as much a French Colony as before its Reduc- 
tion ; together with fame Jhort Account of the Jflands in the Gulph of St. 
Laurence, formerly included in the Government of L'Accadie or Nova 
Scotia, but given to France by the Treaty of Utrecht, and lately reduced 
to Subjeclion of the Crovon, I vjijh I could fay annexed to the Dominions 
of Great- Britain. 

VIII. Massachusetts-Bay. In the Extent of their nevj Charter- 
Anno 1691, comprehmding Old Maffachufetts-Bay Colony, Plymouth Set- 
tlement, Province of Main ; and the Jurifdidion but not the abfolute Pro- 
perty of Duke o/YorkV Grant from Quenebec River to River St. Croix 
in the Bay of Fundy ; commonly called Sagadahoc. 

IX. New Hampshire, including the "Northern Settlements of Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay, lately adjudged to the Crovjn, and annexed to that 
Province. 

X. Rhode-Island, including a Part of Plymouth late Colony, lately 
adjudged to Rhode-Ifland Colotiy. 

XI. Connecticut ; according to the Boundaries refpeSIively fet- 
tled, by CommiJJioners with Maffachufetts-Bay, New- York, WRhode- 
Ifland ; and confirmed by the King in Council. 

XII. New-York, 
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XII. New-York, according to their divifional Line fettled with tht 
Proprietors of Eaft Jerfeys, Anno 17 19, by Commijjionen appointed by 
the Legi/Jaturcs of loth Provinces, and confirmed by the King in Council : 
and according to a dwvifional Line, fettled Anno 17-^, by Commifponers 

from the refpeclbve Legiflatures of New- York end Connecticut Colonics, 
and confirmed by the King in Council : The Boundary between Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay and New- York Colony we mufi defer, as not afcertaintd \ 
Notwithfianding the New- York CommiJ/ioncrs agreed, that the Bafis of 
their Settlements with Conne£iicut, Jhould be 20 MilesEafi from, and pa- 
rallel withHucKon's River ; tht Colony of New -York, (as I am informed) 
infijl that Houfatonick, alias Weftenhoek, alias Stratford River, 
be the Boundary <u.v7Z>Maffachufetts-Bay ; the Neutrality in Queen Anne'x 
War, between New- York and their Indians, and Canada and their In- 
dians, was bounded Eaftirly by Houfatonick River : fome of the New- 
York Politicians fay, that their Claim extends to Connecticut River : 
Their Line with Pennfylvania, is limited by Delaware River, and the 
Parallel of 43 D. N. Lat. : Their Northern Boundary with Canada, 
•wants to be fixed in fome fubfequent Treaty. 

XIII. The East and West Jerseys, two diflhicl Grants : the 
Proprietors furrendrcd the Govirnmcnt to the Cronxm, Anno I 702 : Be- 
ing fmall the Crown has united them, under one furijd'uiion or Govern- 
ment. 

XIV. Pennsylvania. Two difincl Governments or Legifiatures, 
but under one Governor ; becaufe the Property of one Family. 

XV. Maryland. Lord Baltimore'* Property. We cannot adjufi 
bis Line with PennV Family, it is not as yet fettled. 

XVI. Virginia. According to their Line lately run and confirmed 
nvith North Carolina. 

XVII. North Carolina ; according to their late Line with Vir- 
ginia to the North, and South-Carolina to the Southward. 

XVIII. South Carolina. The other Government : the Grant of 
Carolina, being very large, was divided into two Governments. 

XIX. Georgia. An Utopian Property and Government ; granted by 
Charter to certain Trujlees. A favourite and chargeable Colony, but hi- 
therto unprofitable. 



SECT. 
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SECT. II. 

An introductory Jhort Account of the antient and modern 
Navigation^ Difcoveries, and Settling of Colonies. 

As this Section may contain a great Variety ; 
Perfpicuity, requires its being divided or diftinguifhed 
under the following Heads or Articles. 

Article i. 

A general View of Navigation and Colonies in remote Times. 

IN Trade and Navigation, as in all other Affairs of 
Antiquity, we are not to go too far back ; in the 
very remote Ages, the Antients did much indulge a 
Poetical, florid Rhetorical, Enigmatical, and Mytholo- 
gical Vein ; it is not poflible at this Diftance of Time 
and Place, to diftinguiili between their true and fabulous 
Relations : Their Hiftories and all other Matters were 
wrote in Verfe, admitting of many Poetical Fancies *. 

* When we fay that the moft antient Records are Poetical, Fabulous 
and Allegorical, not to be depended upon for a real, fimple, true Ac- 
counts of Things ; we mull except our Scriptural .Book of Religion, 
the Oracles of Mofcs and the Prophets, of C h r i s t and his Apoftles, 
called, from its Excellency, The Bible or Book. Here we find Ships 
upon the Mediterranean, and Merchants, upon the Red Sea, as early as 
the Days of Jacob and the primitive Ifraelitts. Genef. xlix. 13. 
Zebulon Jball dwelt at the Ha-vcn 0/ the Sea, and he Jhall be for a Ha- 
ven of Ships, and his Border Jhall be unto Zidon. Judges V. 17. Gilead 
abode beyond Jordan : and ivhy did Dan remain in Ships ? After conti- 
nued on the Sea -Jbore, and abode in his Breaches, the Original fignifies 
in Creeks. Our Translation of the Bible requires to be revifed. 
The Midianites and Jfmaelites, who bordered upon the Red Sea were 
Seafaring Men and Merchants. Genef. xxxvn. zS. [hen there pajfed 
by Midianites Merchant Men. 

D Doubtlefs 
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Doubtlefs from Time to Time by Famine, Peftilence, 
and fome implacable Sword, whole Countries have been 
depopulated, and confequently their Records deftroyed ; 
we find that we cannot with any Certainty go back ex- 
ceeding 2500 Years. From what we may collect, we 
find, that China, the Eajt-Indies, and Arabians are prior 
to us in Trade and Navigation ; at prefent we have 
much the Advantage of them. 

In the Revolution of Ages, the feveral Countries upon 
the Earth have been depopulated by Peftilence, Famine 
or Wars ; and afterwards fettled from other Countries ; 
thus the Origin of the feveral * Countries muft be very 
various and uncertain. The Plains and overflowed 
Lands, called Interval Lands in New-England, upon the 
Banks of the Tigris and Euphrates in Chaldea, and of the 
Nile in Egypt, being very fertile and pleafant, enticed 
People to fettle them in a compact Political improving 
Manner -, therefore our firft certain Records of Things 
feem to originate there, f 

Amongft the Aborigines, the Arabians or Saracens 
have been Time out of Mind, and are at prefent the prin- 
cipal Aboriginal Navigators of the Eaft-India Seas. The 
Arabian Moors or Mahometans, long before we navigated 
thefe Parts, fent Colonies to almoft all their Sea Coafts 
and Iflands, and drove the Natives up into the Moun- 
tains. The Arabians and Egyptians for many Ages navi- 
gated the Red Sea and Indian Sea. We had Indian 
Spices in Europe above 2000 Years. Suez, the antient 
Arfinoe in N. Lat. 30 d. was the Barcadier or Sea-Port 

+ The Lunar Eclipfes noted at Babylon by the antient Chaldeans are 
original Standards, for the Motions of the Sun and Moon, with their 
feveral Inequalities for all future Ages. The Chaldean, was formerly 
the universal or commercial Eaftern Language, as at prefent the Ara- 
bian is their learned Language, and the Latin the Weflern School 
Language. The Thebaians in the Upper Egypt, for Sake of Naviga- 
tion began to obferve the Stars, and from their Heliacal Rifings and 
Settings, before Christ 1034 Years, they re&ified the Year from 
360 to 365 Days. 

Of 
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of Grand Cairo for the Red Sea, diftant 40 or 50 Miles. 
The Arabian Gulph was the moft frequented Navigation, 
upon Account of the Eaft India Trade, before the Portu- 
gueze doubled the Cape of Good Hope. The Arabians, by 
their Situation upon the Red Sea, drove a great Trade 
between the Indies and the Egyptians, this was at that 
Time the greateft Trade of the known World. It is 
from the Saracen Navigation and Colonies, that all Afia 
and Africa, excepting the Tartars, China, Siam, and fome 
infignificant Pagans ; are of the Mahometan Religion : 
Doubtlefs, for the fame Reafon, all America in Procefs 
of Time will become Chrijlians. The Arabian Naviga- 
tion was and js very confiderable, notwithftanding, there 
is not one navigable River in all Arabia. The Saracens 
and Moors had feveral Colonies in Europe, they were not 
totally drove out of Spain, until Anno 1492. 

After the Egyptians and Arabians, the Phoenicians 
became the principal Navigators, firft the Sidonians, then 
the Tyrians, and afterward their famous Colony the Car- 
thaginians. The Phoenicians were originally Mariners, 
who fled from the Red-Sea to the Mediterranean, before 
Christ 1047 Years ; being ufed to long Voyages for 
Traffick in the Indies •, they began the like long Voyages 
in the Mediterranean Sea to Greece, &c. The Calamities 
of their Wars with the Edomiies made them leave their 
native Habitations and fettle upon the Mediterranean. 
They were the firft who directed their Courfe by the 
Stars in the Night Time ( the Magnetic al or Sea-Compafs 
is a modern Difcovery ) their firft Navigation was in long 
Ships with Sails and oneOrder of Oars, They fent many 
Colonies abroad, viz. Byzantiun or Confiantinople in Greece, 
Byrfa or the famous Carthage in Barbary, Gadez or Cadiz 
in Spain, Caffiteredes (Tin lflands ) Sicily Mantis and Corn- 
wall Great- Britain, &c : Carthage the sioft famous 
trading antient Phoenician Colony founded 883 Years 
before Christ, were Mafters and fettled Colonies all 
along the N. W. Coaft of Barbary, in the JnfuU fort unata 
or Canaries, and in the Hefperides or Cape de Verde lflands 

D 2 in 
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in N. Lat. 15 d : they had Colonies in the Baleares In- 
fuhe ( Majorca Minorca & Tvica ) in Sardinia and Sicily. 
Carthage was for many Years the Emporium or Mart of 
Trade in the Weft, as Corinth in Greece was the Empo- 
rium of the Eaft : they were both deftroy'd about the 
fame Time by the Romans 146 Years before Christ. 

The AJfyrians, an Inland People, had no Notion of 
Navigation : by conquering Egypt and Phoenicia, put a 
Damp to Trade and Navigation : After fome Time a 
new Tyre was built, and the Tyreans flourimed more than 
before, until Alexander the Great, a Royal Knight- errant, 
deftroy'd the City and fold the 'Inhabitants for Slaves. 

In the Hiftory of Navigation and Colony Settlers, next 
were the Greeks ; at firft more for War Expeditions 
and Invafions than for Traffick. The firft Account, 
that we have of a long Ship was that of Argos *, who 
about 53Years after Solomon, or 939 Years before Christ, 
according to the Computation of the molt ingenious ( I 
Wifti our Language, as the Dutch, would admit of a Degree 
of Comparifon, above the Superlativejand penetrating Sir 
Ifaac Newt on ,in his Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms amended. 
The Argonouts were the Flower of Greece, fitted out to 
perfuade the Nations upon the Coafts of the Euxine and 
Mediterranean Seas, to revolt from Egypt ; they were a 
Parcel of Jolly young Gentlemen, viz. Cajlor andPollux, 
Efculapius, Orpheus, Hercules, Deucalion the Son of 
Minos, Bacchus's Sons, &c. 

The feveral Grecian Republicks had their Turns of 

Fortune of being more or lefs potent at Sea, the Cypriots 

were the moft noted for Commerce. They fettled Colo- 

in the Southern Parts of Italy and in Sicily, calling it 

-Magna Gracia •, this Name was afterwards confined to 

Calabria Superior'^ the Kingdom of Naples ; they built 



* a.iron wa? the firft who formed or delineated the Conftellations, 
being for the LJie'of the Argonouts. 

Marjeilks 
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Marfeilles in Provence in France ; they had Settlements 
near Barcelona in Spain. 

Before Christ, 885 Years, The Corinthians began to 
improve Navigation by large Ships and Triremes, f 

Thucydedes fays, That in the 29th Olympiad was the 
oldeft Sea-fight mentioned in Hiftory, it was about 657 
Years before Christ, between the Corinthians and Corey- 
reans of Corfu. The Athenians ( whofe Continent Do- 
minions were not larger than Yorkshire ) affiftcd the Corcy- 
reans, the Lacedemonians aided the Carthaginians ( the La- 
cedemonians were more powerful by Land, but the Athe- 
nians were more powerful by Sea) this gave Occafion to 
the famous Poloponejian War, the Subject of Thucidades 
Hiftory : on one Side and the other, almofl all Greece were 
engaged. The Athenians and Lacedemonians difputed 
the Empire of the Sea for fome Time. 

During the inteftine Fueds of the Grecian Common- 
wealths ♦, Philip King of Macedon, invaded and conquered 
the Countries in his Neighbourhood, and at Sea enriched 
himfelf by Pyracies, 'and put an end to the Grecian 
Liberties. His Son Alexander the Great, proceeded to 
the Levant, and conquered ( committed Murders and 



f The mod ancient Water-Conveyance (does not defervethe Name 
of Embarkation or Navigation ) was in Rafts or Floats, afterwards 
Monozyhv or Canoes cut out of an hollowed Piece of Timber, as amongft 
the Well hidia Iflands, and South Continent of America : as alfo Bark 
of Trees ( generally Birch ) with Wooden Ribs, as amongfl the In- 
land Indians of North- America : Cafor fays, that upon his Expedi- 
tion to Great -Britain, he found no other Veflels there, but fmall Boats 
made with Wicker and Hides, fuch may to this Day be feen in Wales 
and in the Weft Highlands of Scotland. The Phoenicians introduced 
to the Mediterranean Sea long Ships with Sails and one Tire of Oars. 
When War was ufed at Sea, and the Manner of Fighting was to 
ftrike their Enemies Ships with their Reftra or Prow ( the Neivcajlle 
Colliers call it, giving them the Stern ) for a greater Stroak Momentum 
or Shock, the Bulk of their Veflels were gradually increafed to the 
enormous Size of 2>uinqucremes or five Tire of Oars. — Ships of War, 
were by the Romans called Clajtca?, Merchant- Men were called 
Onoraria. 

Robbery ) 



22 yf Summary, Hiftorical and Political, &c. 

Robbery ) fo far as the River Indus : * Upon his Return, 
intoxicated with Wine, and his youthful Vanity from 
Conquefts, he died at Babylon ; and his Depredations 
( they deferve no better Name ) were canton'd amongft 
his Generals in their feveral Stations or Commands, who, 
after fome Bickerings, agreed to an Uti Poffidetis. 

Next in Courfe, at Sea appeared the Romans, who at 
firft ( like the prefent Turks ) did only mind Conqueft, 
not Trade ; but in Procefs of Time, finding that the 
Corinthians and Carthaginians, having the Dominion of 
the Seas, fo as to land and make Depredations where they 
pleafed ; to keep them within Bounds, the Romans were 
obliged to mind the Sea out of Neceffity, + and were 
both deftroy'd about the fame Time by the Romans -, a 
great Wound to Trade. 

Julius C<efar invaded Great Britain from France in 
very fmall Veffels or Craft, they were all built and 
fitted in two Months : The Britains at that Time 
had no Navigation \ they were reduced to a Roman Pro- 
vince, not a Colony, and continued fo above 400 Years. 
As the People of Britain at that Time were a Sort of 
Syhejlres, Wild People like our American Indians, Scots 
Highlanders, Miquelets of Spain, or Montenagrins : all 
particular Accounts of Great-Britain may be reputed as 
fabulous before Ca?fa*"*s Time. Upon the Swarming or 
Emigration of the Northern Barbarians, the Roman Troops 
in Great-Britain were recalled to the Defence of their 
own Country : a Party of the fame Northern Nations 
called Saxons, embraced the Opportunity, invaded Great- 
Britain in that Part of it now called England ; and one 



* The Grecian Empire extended fo far Eaft as the River Indus, 
that is, they conquered, or rather made the feveral Countries pay 
Tribute, or in the modern Phrafe, raifed Contributions to the River 
Indus : The Romans did not bring the Country under Contribution 
further Eaft than the River Euphrates. 

f At the Sea-Battle of Attium before Christ 31 Years, Mark 
Authony had 500, and Augujlus 250 Ships of War : this was the 
greateft Sea- Force ever the Romans were Matters of. 

Of 
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of their confiderable Tribes, the Angles, gave Name to 
the Country. 

Pirates in the Mediterranean Sea have been formidable, 
Bellum Piraticum is fometimes recorded by the 
Roman Hiftorians. Pompey was delegated for one of 
thefe Pirate Wars, and in the fpace of four Months ( to 
his great Honour and Glory, as it is faid ) reduced all 
the Pirates. 

The Romans with their Conquefts and Colonies intro- 
duced their own Language * all over Italy, into France^ 
Spain and Portugal, where it continues to this Day, but 
much intermixed with the Languages of the Aboriginals^ 
and of fome Foreigners, who invaded them from Time 
to Time. In other Nations, which fubmitted to the 
Romans rather for Patronage or Protection than by Con- 
queft ( the Romans were at that Time the general Ar- 
bitrators of all the known civilized Nations * ) the 
Roman Language or Latin did not prevail. 

The Goths, Vandals and other Barbarous Nations, 
who fwarmed from the Northern Parts of Europe, and like 
Locufts or Caterpillars, over- run the Southern Parts of 
Europe -, may be laid, generally, to have fuperfeded the 
Romans ; they had no Notion of Navigation and a Sea- 
Trade, and did not in the lead apply themfelves that 
Way. Of thefe only the Normans and Danes ( a 
fort of Pirates became potent at Sea ; their firft Expe- 
dition into Great-Britain was about Anno 800. ** They 
fettled a Colony in the North Parts of France, and called 
it Normandy -, in a Courfe of Years they made Depre- 
dations and fome Settlements along the Coafts of Saxony^ 
Flanders, Britain, and France ; as a Monument of this, 
there is to be found on the Sea-Coafts of thofe Countries, 



* The Romans had Letters from the Greeks, and the Greeks had the 
Ufe of Letters from the Phoenicians. 

f The French have been aiming at this for above a Century lad. 

** N. B. By Anno— we always mean Anno Cbrijli, or the Year of 
the Chrijiiun JEra. 

to 
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to this Day, Blond Complexions, red and yellowifh Hairs. 
This Norman Colony in France called Normandy, ( I mail 
not fay, conquered England ) in Procefs of Time gave a 
King to England, called William the Conqueror, whofe 
Eftablifhment continues to this Day. 

While the Mahometan Saracens prevailed, they were for 
a confiderable Time Matters of the Seas Cefpecially of the 
Mediterranean from the Red Sea to Hercules' s Pillars) in 
the Southern Parts of Europe while the Normans ravaged 
the Northern Parts. The Moors and Saracens reduced 
the greateft Part of Spain Anno 714, and were not 
totally fubjugated by the Aboriginal Spaniards until Anno 
1492 * : The Spanijh Blood is much tainted with the 
Morafco. 

The next and laft Set to be mentioned in this Article, 
are the feveral Republicks in Italy [Venetians, Genoes, 
Florentines, Pifans ) and Catalonia in Spain -, they carried 
on the Trade and Navigation of the Southern Parts : 
and the Hans Towns in Germany -, they had the Trade 
and Navigation of the Northern Parts of Europe. Their 
Intercourfe was generally at Sluys and Bruges in Flanders -, 
and exchanged or barter*d Naval Stores, Woollens, 
Linnens, &c. for Per/tan and Eaft-India Goods, and 
Spices, &V. which in Part were purchafed at Grand Cairo, 
but moftly brought over Land in Caravans to feveral 
Barcadiers or Sea-Ports in the Bottom of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. 

The Genoes had many Colonies in Lejfer Afia and upon 
the Euxine Sea, and drove a great Trade there : In the 
beginning of the 13 th Century, they were in Poffeffion 
of Nice and Uintimiglia in Italy, of 'Tyre in Syria, of 
Cent a in Barbary, of Corfica and Sardinia : their Families 
of Doria and Spignola, had the principal Adminiftration. 



* The commanding Land and Sea Officers amongft the Saracens 
were called Emirs, Mr. Burcbette in his Naval Hiftory fays, That, per- 
haps from thence we may have our defignation of Admiral. 

The 
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The Venetians formerly were in PofTeMlon of Candia 
and of all the IHands in the Archipelago and Ionian Sea : in 
fliort, th'rir becoming fo rich and powerful, gave Jcaloufy 
and Umbrage to the other Sovereignties in Europe, and 
occafion'd the famous League of- Cambray, Anno 1508. 

The firfl Difcoveries made in America were generally 
by Italian Navigators or of Italian Extract ( Columbus 
in the Spanijh Service, Cabot s in the Engli/h, Americus 
Vefpucius in the Portuguefe, Veruzani in the French Ser- 
vice, t£c.) employed by feveral European Princes. 

The Hans Towns were an AfTociation of feveral 
Trading Towns in Germany, at a Time they were in 
Number about 70 Hans Towns, they are at prefent re- 
duced to four (there is conftantly an Englijh Refident or 
Minifter with the Hans Towns) Lubeck on the River 
Trave the Principal ; Danlzick on the PVeiffel or Vif- 
tula, Hamburg on the Elbe, and Bremen on the JVefer : 
all thefe are free Towns with a territoral Diftrict. 

The Venetians, more particularly, becoming vaftly rich 
by their Trade in Eajl-India Goods and Spices ; fet 
fundry Princes of Europe upon projecting a navigable 
(confequently lefs chargeable Way, fo as to underfell the 
Venetians, and out them of that Trade) and uftfully prac- 
ticable Paffage from Europe, to the rich Produce and 
Manufactures of the Eaft. This leads to the Subject of 
the following Article. 

Article 2. 

Concerning the feveral EfTays or Adventures, towards 
difcovering navigable Pajfages from Europe to the 
Eaft-Indies, China, and the Spice Iflands. 

IT is faid, That one great Inducement to Columbus' s 
Adventure Weftward, was to try for a Weftern Na- 
vigation to the Spice Iflands ; and luckily, by Iflands and a 
great Continent intercepting him, America was difcovered. 
As the feveral great Continents of Europe and Africa 
Eaftward, and America Weftward lay in the Way •, the 
Cafe was, how to double the extreme North or South Points 
or Lands-Ends of thefe Continents j or to find fome prac- 
E ticable 
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ticable Straits or Thorough-Fares in thefe Continents. 

Before we proceed, we fhall infert by way of Amufe- 
ment, as not impertinent to the Subjccl, the following 
Digrefllon. 

Some Dutch Fifhers miffing of Whales, are faid to have 
failed in Queft of them, feveral Degrees North of Cape 
Purchas of Eafi Greenland, which lies in N. Lat. 82 d ; 
there was no Ice, only an open Sea, but very hollow. 
"Whalers fay, that the further North, on Spitfbergen, or 
Eaji Greenland, they found the greater Plenty of Grafs, 
and other green Herbs ; therefore towards the Pole it 
mud be hotter : This feems to be probable from the Na- 
ture of Things : In June at the North Pole the Sun is 
23 d. 30 m. high, and for fome Months always above 
the Horizon ; whereas, for Inftance, at London, the Me- 
tropolis of Great-Britain, in N. Lat. 51 d. 30 m. the Sun 
in June is only about 15 d. high, and only for one Third 
of its Revolution or Day, above the Horizon. 

M. Frazier, a French Navigator, fays, in the Account 
of his South-Sea Voyages ; that on the 13 th of March 
17 14, N. S. in returning to France, South of Cape Horn, 
in Lat. 58 d. 5 o m. and 68 d. 30 m. W. Longitude from 
Paris, he difcovered feveral Iflands of Ice, whereof one 
was four or five Leagues long •, Ice is not frequently met 
with hereabouts, and as Ice is formed by an Adherence to 
fome Land or Shore, there muft be Land towards the 
South Pole -, but not within 63 d. S. Lat. for the Extent 
of about 200 Leagues from 55 d. to 80 d. Weft Long, 
from Paris ; becaufe this Space has been run by feveral 
Ships, which the S. W. and S. S. W. Winds have oblig- 
ed to ftand far to the Southward, to weather Cape-Horn, 
the Lands-End of South- America, in 55 d. 55 m. S. Lat. 
This is the Reafon, why that Chimera or Fancy of a 
<Terra Auftralis is at prefent left out of our Charts or Maps. 
If Lands are difcovered South of 64 d. S. Lat. they muft 
be in hofpi table and uninhabitable, confidering that the 
Weather is more ftormy, and Winters more rigid, in the 
high South Latitudes, than in the fame Northern Lati- 
tudes ; 
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tudes •, the fame Climates South of the Equator, are much 
colder than to the Northward of the Equator. 

The Southern Latitudes are much colder, than in the 
fame Degrees of Northern Latitudes, i. The Sun is 
annually eight Days longer on the Northern Side of the 
Equinoctial than on its Southern Side. 2. The Sun 
in our North Country Winters is in Perigee, that is, nearer 
the Earth, than in the Southern Winters, being then in his 
Apogee. 3. The higheft Cod-Fifhery according to Capt. 
Fratier, in the Southern Latitudes is in 31 d. S. Lat •, our 
Cod-Fifhery in North- America ( there are fome ftragling 
Cod-Fifh caught more to the Southward,) extends to Nan- 
tucket New- England in 41 d. N. Lat : Therefore 41 d. N. 
Lat. is nearly of the fameTemper or Coolnefs as 3 1 d. S. Lat, 

To obtain navigable Paffages, into the Indian and 
South Seas, the extreme North and South Promontories 
or Lands-Ends of the feveral Continents above-mention- 
ed, were to be doubled. They are reduceable to four, 
viz. 1. The S. E. Paffage by doubling the Cape of Good 
Hope the South Point of Africa. 2. The S. W. Paf- 
fage by doubling Cape Horn the South Point of America, 
Megallan's Streights is aThorough-Fare. 3. The N. E. 
Paffage, North of the North Cape of Europe, but hither- 
to not difcovered. 4. The N. W. Paffage, or rather 
Thorough-Fare between the North Shore of America, and 
the South Shore of Weft-Greenland, commonly called Da- 
vis's Streights (to double the North Parts of this Weft- 
Greenland, has hitherto not been imagined) this has at 
Times been endeavoured in the laft Century and half, M. 
Bobbs is at prefent, in Purfuit of it. Laflly, We mall men- 
tion fome Tentatives for difcovering Thorough-Fares in 
feveral Openings in the Body of the Continentof America. 

The Antients had no Knowledge of Countries South 
of the Equator. John I. of Portugal, conquer'd Ceuta 
from the Moors, 1409 ; Henry, third Son of K. John, 
much in the Humour of Navigation Difcoveries ; by his 
Encouragement, the Portuguese began Anno 141 8, to 
range the Weft Coaft of Africa : 1438 Alphonfus V. 

E 2 too'c 
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took Tongier, and ranged Co far as Cape Negroe in 16 d. 
South Latitude,f and to this Day have feveral Colonies 
With territorial Jurifdiclion from thence to 7 d. S. Lat. in 
Ccr.go. Angola, and Loango. Anno 1442, the Portuguefe 
1 rain'd of the Pope a Grant of all Lands, laying S. and 
E. of Cape Bajador on W. Side of Africa, 26 d. 30 m. N. 
Lat. In the Reign of Emanuel 1497, Vafquez de Gamma 
doubles the Cape, they had difcovered this Cape Anno 
1487, and called it the Cape of Good Hope, in Expectati- 
on of doubling it ; thence they coafted along the Eaftern 
Shore of Africa, from Cape Negroe on the Weft Side of 
Africa, 16 d. S. Lat. round (Cape of Good Hope, a Dutch 
Place of Refrefhment excepted) to Rio de Spirito Santo in 
S. Lat. 18 d. on the Eaft Shore of Africa, is a very wild 
and favage Country, no Europ.ean Settlers •, but from 1 8 
d. S. Lat. to 5 d. N. Lat. the Portuguefe have Poffeffions, 
the chief being Mozembique in 15 d. S. Lat. and Melinda 
in 2 d. 30 m. S. Lat. 

From the Eaftern Coaft of Africa, the Portuguefe faii'd 
over to the Malabar Coaft on the Indian Peninfula. The 
next Portugal Expedition for the Eaft- Indies, was drove 
upon the Coaft or Brazil, and after taking Pofleffion of 
it, proceeded to the Malabar Coaft. Anno 15 10, Albu- 
kerk reduces Goa, takes Amboyna, Banda, and fome other 
of the Molucca Iflands, and returns home richly loaden 
with Spices. They faii'd along the Coaft of China ; thus 
during the Reign of their good King Emanuel, who died 

f The Portuguese in their Adventures Southward on the Eaft 
Side of the AtLntick Ocean difcovered, and are ftill in Poffeflion of 
feveral Clutters of Iflands. 1. The Weftem Iflands formerly called 
. ; or 'hrceres, laying from 36 to 4od.N. Lat. about 300 Leagues 
Weft of Portugal, and 300 Leagues Eaft of Newfoundland ; they are 
n'ne in Number. Mtrcator, and after him, many Englijb Chart?, 
place the firft Meridian at St. Michael's one of theie Ifland% about 
15 d. more \V e ft than Ptolemy 's Canon. 2. Maderas firft difcovered 
141 o, firft fettled Anno 1425 ; it was fo called from its being 
well wooded : it produces the Madera Wines, the Delicia of the 
Britijb . American Colonies. 3- Cape-Verde Iflands 9 in Number 
about 160 Leagues Weft of Cape de Vcrd'xa. Africa ; they were anci- 
ently called Htjp>ndis, were d'ncGveved Anno 1440, but not fettled 
until 1572 ; the &w-£*g/WFifhery bring fome of their Salt from 
their I (land oiMay.. Anno 
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Anno 152 1, they carried all before them at Sea, and fu- 
perfeded the Venetians in a Trade which they had enjoy'd 
ever fince Anno 1260. Having purchafed of Charles V, 
Emperor, his Claim as King of Spain, of a pretended 
Priority of Difcovery in the Spice Iflands ; they folely 
enjoy'd without Moleftation for near a Century of Years 
the famous and profitable Trade and Navigation to the 
Eafl Indies •, as Spain did that to the Weft-Indies. 

Henry, King of Portugal, dying without Children Anno 
1580 •, K. Philip by a powerful Army under the Duke 
d* Aha reduces Portugal, he claim'd it in Right of his 
Mother Elizabeth the Emprefs ; Spain became Mafter of 
all the Portuguefe Dominions and rich Trade ; being in the 
Height of Glory, after a fewYears ; Anno 1588 the King 
of Spain fits out the Invincible Armada ( as he called it) 
againft England. 

The Dutch f at this Time, as revolted from the 
Dominions of Spain t were prohibited by the King 

of 



f Capt Drake, afterwards Sir Francis Drake, by Way of the 
Straits of Mage/an and South Seas or Pacijick Ocean, 1579, in the 
Name of the Crown of England, took Poffeflion ( according to the 
Formalities of thofe Times ) of the Moluccas or Spice Iflands, and 
carried a Quantity of Spices to England. The Dutch did not come 
to the Eajl Indies until 1595, did not fee the Spice Iflands until 1599. 
Some London Merchants Anno 1600 ( fome Time before the Eftablifh- 
ment of the Dutch Eajl India Company^ obtained Letters -Patents of 
Incorporation, and formed themfelves into a Company ; their common 
Stock was 72,000 £. Sterling. During the indolent Reign of James I. 
the Englifo were not well fupported in the Eajl Indies, and the Dutch 
over-reached them, notwithstanding of a folemn Convention between 
the Englijh and Dutch, July 7. 1619, whereby the Trade of Pepper at 
Ja<va was to be equal ; and the Trade of the Molucca, Banda, or 
Spice Jflands, was to be two Thirds to the Dutch, one Third to the 
Englijh: the Dutch in Amboyna (a principal Spice-Ifland, in 3 d. 40 m. 
S. Lat. the beft Dutch Government next to that of Batavia ) upon 
fome frivolous Pretext, inhumanly and cruelly maflacred the Engli/h 
People Anno 1622 : Soon after they feized all the Englijh Settlements 
and Factories in the Spice Iflands, and have monopolized the Spice 
Trade ever fince. This violent Abufe or Tranfaclion, can never be 
forgot, and perhaps never to be forgiven : the Refentment and Repa- 
ration has long lain dormant, from 'James I. indolence, the national 
Confufions during the Civil War, the voluptuous Reign of Charles W, 

the 
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of Spain, to trade to Portugal, the only Emporium 
of Eaft India Spices and other Goods : This occafi- 
oned their Endeavours to fail directly to the Eaft-Indies, 
and Spice-Iflands : they firft attempted a N.E. Paffage by 
Waygatz S freights, but in vain-, afterwards Anno 1595, 
without Ceremony, they double the Cape of Good Hope, 
feized feveral of the Spanijh or Portuguese Colonies, got 
a great Footing in the Eaft-Indies, and have eftablifhed a 
great Trade, and fettled many confiderable Colonies. 

Upon the Expiration of the 12 Years Truce between 
Spain and Holland, Anno 1621, the Dutch made feveral 
fuccefsful Expeditions to Brazil (at the fame Time made 
fome Settlements in Guiana) and got fome Footing there. 
P. Maurice was appointed Governor, and refided there 
from Anno 1637 to Anno 1644 ; for Want of Supplies 
he left it and returned home : the Dutch having a better 
Game to play in the Eaft-Indies, from whence they almoft 
outed the Portuguefe, they gave Way in the Brazils, and 
after fome Years the Portuguefe recovered it entirely by 
Anno 1660. 

The following Digreflion, may perhaps be an agreeable 
Amufement to fome Readers. 

To make fome Eftimate of the Dutch Eaft India 
"Whaling, and Sugar Trade (which with their Herring 
Fifhery, and Carrying,are the Branches of their Traffick) 
we fhallinftance the Year 1738 ('perhaps a Medium Year 

the fole Application of James II, to introduce Defpotifm and Popery, 
and laterly from Indulgence and Affection we bear to our natural and 
maritime Allies, fo the Dutch are called ; at this Time from fome 
Corruption of the leading Men, fome evil Spirit, or fome abftrufe 
Myftery of State, they have in the prefent War of Great -Britain with 
France, baulkt us very much. Cromnvel, a very great Politician and 
General, who though not legally, yet by Divine Permiflion, or as in 
fome Defignations, Divina Procidentia, or by the Providence of GOD, 
had for fome Years the Direction of Britijh Affairs ; in his Declara- 
tion of War againft the Dutch, Anno 1652, demands Satisfaction for the 
Amboyna Affair, and the Arrears of a certain Sum of 30,000/". Sterl. 
per Annum, for Liberty of Herring Fifhing on the Coaft of Schetland 
as per Contract with the Englijh Court in Charles I. Reign ; Cromnvel's 
War with the Dutch being foon over, their SubmifBvenefs and Ufeful- 
nefs to him, made him drop it. Q r 
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of Bufinefb) that Year arrived in the Texel, for Amjlerdam, 
and the fmall Towns in the Zuyder Zee, from the Eajl- 
Indies 15 Ships, from Eafl Greenland, or Spitsbergen 92 
Whalers, from Weft Greenland or Davis's Streights 
Whalers 55; with Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, from Surinam 36, 
Curafo 11, other Places in the Wejl-lndies 14. 

The Dutch at firft carried on their Trade in the Eajl- 
Indies,by Factories in feveral Parts ; afterwards they fettled 
Colonies with a Territorial Jurifdiction ; they did not fully 
monopolize the Trade, until 1635. The Subfcription 
for a Company Trade was 6,440,200 Gilders or Florins. 

The whole Trade is fuppofed divided intofixteen Parts, 
and the Company into fix Chambers, each Chamber hav- 
ing Parts nearly in Proportion to their Subfcription ; of 
thofe fixteen Parts 8 belong to the Chamber of Amfter- 
dam, 4 to Zealand, 1 to Rotterdam, 1 to Delft, 1 to Horn, 
and 1 to Enchuyfen : each Chamber has a peculiar Board 
of Directors called in Dutch Bewindhebbers •, the Chamber 
of Amjlerdam confifts of 20 Directors, that of Zealand 
confifts of 12 Directors, the other four Chambers each 
confifts of 7 Directors- : The grand Affairs of the united 
Chambers, are managed by a grand Council, which fits at 
Amjlerdam for fix Years, and at Middleborough in Zealand 
for two Years,alternately -, this general Council confifts of 
a Deputation from each of the fix Chambers, Amjlerdam 
fends 8 Deputies, Zealand 4 Deputies, the other four 
Chambers fend 1 Deputy each ; and a feventeenth ( this 
Council confifts of 1 7 ) is chofe alternately by the fix 
Chambers, and is Prefident or Chairman. 

This Company is valtly rich, an Original Share of 
3,000 Gilders C3,ooo is reckoned a high ShareJ has been 
fold frequently at 20,000 Gilders ; notwithstanding of 
their great annual Charges in building and repairing Forti- 
fications, Ships, Store-Houfes, Salaries, Soldiers Pay, &c. 
amounting fometimes to upwards of a Million and a half 
Gilders "per Annum. They are the moft powerful private 
Society in the World, fome think them more powerful 
than the Government of their own feven United Provinces 
at home in Europe : they have at Times lent the Govern- 
ment 
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ment or States General, great Sums of Money for con- 
tinuing their Privileges Almto ,1688 they lent the States 
General 8,000,000 Gilders for continuing their Privileges. 
to Anno 1740. It has been thought, that if the Dutch 
( I mean their People of Quality and Fortune ) fhould at 
any Time forefee a certain Danger of being reduced by a 
more potent Neighbour •, they would tranfport their Fa- 
milies and Effects to the Eaft -Indies, where they are Ma- 
ilers of the Sea : thus, in ancient Times, the Tyrians when 
in apparent Danger of being reduced by Alexander the 
Great, fent their Wives, Children and Effects to Carthage. 
This Company exports very little Bullion from Holland 
(the Englifh Raft-India Company export too much Silver) 
their Spices vended in that Country, purchafes all the o- 
ther Goods they may have Occafion for. The Englijh 
Eaft India Company in fome Articles of Trade, have the 
Advantage of the Dutch •, for in Fact, the Hollanders, buy 
near half the Goods fold at the Englijh Eaft- India Sales. 
The Seat of Government for all the Dutch Eaft- India 
Colonies and Factories is at Batavia ; here refides their 
Governor-General with much greater State, than the Pre- 
fident of the States-General of the United Provinces. The 
Governor-General is chofen by the Company, with the 
Approbation of the States-General -, he is elected only 
for three Years, but frequently continued for Life -, he 
has a Council of Six, viz. The Major General, a military 
Officer j Director-General, who has the Infpection of the 
Trade, and gives Orders or Inftructions to all under Di- 
rectors, Factors, Supercargoes, and Matters or Skippers, 
with Four more named by the Company. In very good. 
Policy, they have an Independent Court of Judicature for 
civil and criminal .Matters, to whom the Governor-Ge- 
neral is fubject, and by whom he may be condemned even 
to Death. Under the Governor-General are fix confide- 
rable Governments or Colonies ; each has a Governor, 
Director of Trade, ,&c ; befides feveral leffer Govern- 
ments, Commanderies and Factories. ' This being only a 
Digreffion, I mull forbear to enumerate more Particulars. 
As the above Obfervations are not publick, that is in 
Print, I hope they may be acceptable. 2.' 
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II. A Jhort Hijiory of the S. W. Paffages from Europe 
to the Mare del Zur South Sea, or Pacifick Ocean \ and 
to the Eaft Indies, or China and the Spice Iflands. As 
the Portuguese formerly claimed an exclufive Navigation 
by the S. E. Paffage, in like Manner the Spaniards pre- 
tended to the exclufive Navigation of the S. W. Paffage, 
to the Eajl -Indies. For the better underftanding of the 
Affair, we may previously obferve *, 

The Reafon why feveral Princes of Europe endeavour- 
ed other Paffages bcfides that of the S. E. by the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Spice IJlands and the Indian Seas, was 
as follows. Ever fince Anno 1410, the Portuguese pro- 
ceeded with infinite Labour and much Expence along 
the Weft Coaft of /If rick to gain a Paffage to the Eaft- 
Indies ; Anno 1442, they obtained of the Pope Martin 
a Grant of the fole Navigation of Seas and Property of 
Lands laying S. and E. of Cape Bajador N. Lat. 27 d. 
W. from London 15 d. in Africa \ this includes Cape of 
Good Hope and the S. E. Paffage. 

The Pope Anno 1493, having granted to the Spaniard 
all Lands beginning 100 Leagues Weft from the Azores 
or Weftern [(lands ( belonging to Portugal ) and South 
indefinitely •, occafioned a Difpute between the Spaniards 
and Portugueze. The Portuguese reckoning the Spanifh 
Difccvery of America Anno 1492, and this Bull as an En- 
croachment upon their Right to the Ocean, being the firft 
Navigators of this Ocean, complained to the Pope Alex- 
ander VI. Anno 1493 : He compofed this Difference by 
the Limits of a Meridian called, the Line of Dimarkati- 
on Degrees Weft of St. Antonio the Weftermoft of 



* In the Courfe of this Narrative concerning the Colonies from 
Eur.fe tttlcd in America, to render Matters more obvious and diftinct, 
we do fometimes premiie introductory Accounts of Affairs, and fome- 
timcs fubncft by Way of Notes or Annotations tranfient Deicnp- 
tions of incidental Things, which although in every Refpeft not 
confident with our intended Brevity, neither ltritily wi hin th; Limits 
pf our Defign, they may be of life for a general Information, and 
not difagreeable Amufement. 

F the 
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the Cape de Verd I/lands: 67. Antonio lies 25 d. Weft 
from London f . 

As the Pope at that Time, and for many Years fol- 
lowing, was univerftlly in Europe regarded, as the fole 
and abfolute Arbitrator, or rather Difpofer of all Domini- 
ons upon Earth ; the other Princes of Europe did impli- 
citly acquiefee in this fantaftical, or rather fanatical 
Divifion of the Glebe of Earth ( its Parts to be difcover- 
ed) between the Spaniards and Portugueze ; and for near 
a Century all the Traffick of the Eajl and Weft- Indies 
was engrafted refpectively by the Portugueze and Spani- 
ards •, but in Procefs of Time, the Britijh, French and 
. Dutch have got into their Hands the greateft Part of this 
Traffick ; Gold, Silver, and precious Stones excepted. 

There are three different South Weft Paffages. 
1. The Straits of Magellan fit is properly a Thorough- 
Fare, but near the Land's-End of America) the Eaft En- 
trance lies in 52 d. 30 m. S. Lat. its Weft Entrance in 53 d. 
S. Lat; in all its Turnings about 116 Leagues long, Cape 
Quaad not above 4 Miles wide, at Batchellors River 50 
Leagues from its Eaft Entrance the Flood begins to come 
from the Weftward and makes a ripling with the Eaftern 
Flood. After the beginning of May to the End of Sept. 
thefe Straits are fo full of Ice with fixed ftormy Wef- 
terly Winds there is no palling ; at other Times it is 
very difficult and tedious, therefore it is now difufed. 
Trees grow here to a confiderable Bignefs ; there are no 

■f- Cape St. Augujiine, the Weftermofl: Point of tae Brazils (and 
of all America) lies in 35 d. W. from London : The Line of Dimar- 
kation cuts off a Slice of the Eaftern Coaft of America, now called 
Brazils : Thus the Brazils belong to the Portugueze, not only by 
Priority of Difcovery and Occupency (this is at prefent the good 
Title by the Law of Nations) but by the Pope's antiquated, ob- 
solete, div-:fional Decree : And as the oppofite Line of Dimarkation 
jnuft be 180 d. E. and W. from this Line, it is thought that fome 
Part of the Moluccas or Spice- {/lands, if the Pope's Decree ware of 
any Force or Obligation at this Time, would fall within the Stanilb 
Divifion. - - * J 

Pine 
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Pine Trees in thefe Southern Latitudes, the like Northern 
Latitudes abound with them, f 

Ferdinand Magellanez a Native of Portugal, not fuffi- 
ciently rewarded for his many good Services in the Por- 
tuguese Difcoveries, offer'd his Service to the Emperor 
Charles V. King of Spain, to find a PafTage to the Spice 
I/lands by failing Wt If. ward, without any Violation of the 
Pope's Bull or of the Agreement with Portugal : with 
five Ships and 300 Men he fail'd from Sevile in Spain 
Auguft 10. Anno 15 19 ; he wooded and watered on the 
Coaft of Brazil in 2 2(1. S. I at •, he firft, but in vain, 
attempted a PafTage by the River of Plate, he difcover'd 
and panned the Straits of his own Name November Anno 
1520, he proceeded to the Ladrones and Philippine IJlands 
where he was killed in a Skirmifh with the Indians ; his 
Ships proceed and arrived at the Moluccas or Spice IJlands 
in November 152 1, * and fettled a Colony, they loaded 
with Spices, and by Way of the Cape of Good Hope, in 
three Years returned to Spain. After Megellan's Paf- 
fage, it was discontinued f being reprefented fo very dif- 
ficult) for many Years. Camerga a Spaniard is faid to 
have paffed it Anno 1539. 

Capt. Francis Drake is reckoned the Second who cir- 
cumnavigated our Globe or Earth by palling the Straits 
of Magellan, with five Ships 164 Men, he fail'd from 
Plymouth, Dec. 13. Anno 1577, hepafifed tne Straits of Ma- 
gellan in Sept. Anno i578,after a very difficult Navigation 

1 ... 

f Here are large Trees with a pepperifh aromatick tafted Bark, 
formerly of good medical Ufe, the Botanical Name is, Cortex Win- 
terianus Laurijoliis Magellanica cortice aai ; Winter's Bark from the 
Name of the nrft Importer ; it is not at prefent to be found in the 
apothecaries Shops in Europe, and the Name is transferred to the 
Cortex Elutheri, from the Bahama Jflands, called Cinamemum Jive 
Cane I la alba tula's minorihus C. B. P. 

* The Spaniards were foon drove from the Spice IJlands by the 
Portuguese, and the Emperor King of Spain having prefling Occafions 
for Money, for a certain Sum renounced all m\ Pretentions to the 



Spice- IJlands* 
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of fixteen Days, he got much Treafure along the Coaft 
of Chili and Peru, fail'd fo far North as 43 d. N. Lat. the 
Inclemency of the Weather obliged him to return South- 
ward, he took PofTeflion in Form of the N. W. Parts of 
California for the Crown of England, and called it New- 
Albion. He arrived at Ternate one of the Molucca or 
Spice- IJlands Nov. 145 Anno 1579, and loaded a Quan- 
tity of Cloves ; arrived in England, Nov. 3. 1580. He 
was knighted aboard of his own Ship by Queen Eliza- 
beth.-X His Journal differed one Day from the Account 
of Time in England. H 

__ Capt ' 
. ,« 

-f- Good Queen Elizabeth excelled in many Things, particularly by 
encouraging of Trade and Navigation : Sue fettled a M jade with W& 
Grand Seignior, with the Czar of Mu/co'vy, with Int., and begun 
our America Colony Settlements. To encourage Navigation Di.co- 
veries, (he knighted the Difcoverers ; ine was balled the Ilcilorer of 
naval Glory and the Miflrefs of the Ocean. Her Expeditions a an ft 
the Spaniards (the Dutch being under her Protection^ < ave Ucea- 
Jion to many of our Difcoveries and Settlements of Coio' ies a d fac- 
tories. She formed an Englifo EaJI- India Company by Letters Patent 
of Incorporation Dec. 30. Antio 1600, there were 180 1 enons namtd 
in the Patent, their common Stock was only 72,000^.. Sterling, 
whereas the Dutch Eajl- India Company incorporated by the States- 
General Anno 1602, their common Stock was 6,440,21 o Gildeis or' 
Florins, being about 600,000 £. Sterling, and conicqucntly foon 
out-did us in Eaji-India Trade and Settlements. 

|| In FacT: the Spaniards of M<mila differ from the Portuguese of 
Macao an Ifland near Canton on the Coait of China, about ore Eay, 
the Spaniards came by the Weftern Navigation from he~jo-Spuin or 
Mexico, the Portuguese came by an Eaftern Navigation from Europe ; 
this occafions a Clafhing in their Sundays, and other holy Days ; 
and is a Demonftration, that the fame identical feventh Part of Time, 
for religious Worfhip, Feftivals and Faffs, can not in the Nature of 
Things be obferved, and confequently is not Jure Divino, but ad- 
mits of a Latitude or Variation naturally or by civil Inftkution ; 
thus naturally our Nenv-Eng/and Sabbath differs four Hours forty -five 
Minutes from our Mother Country's Sunday, and is obferved accord- 
ing to the Courfe of Nature ; fince the feventh Part of Time for 
Reft and Divine Worfhip, can not poffibly be identically the fame, but 
muft differ as Longitudes do. Some other Differences in Obfervati- 
on of Times, are not effential to Religion, fome reckon the Day be- 
fore the Night, fonic the Night before the Day, as do the Mahome- 
tans 
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Capt. Thomas Cavendijh (he was afterward knighted) 
was the third Adventurer and Circum- navigator by this 
Strait, having paffed, he diftreffed the Spaniards very 
much along the South-Sea Shore, he touched at Cali- 
fornia, took an Aquapulco Ship, touched at the 'Philippine 
Jfiands and Java, he doubled the Cape of Good Hope, touch- 
ed at St. Helena in 15 d. S. Lat ; with much Booty and 
Glory, he arrived at Plymouth, Sept. 9. Anno 1591. 

The Spaniards having found two Land-paffes or Con- 
veyances, viz. The IJlhmus of Darien, and from the Ri- 
ver of Plate crofs the Andes to the South-Seas, they dif- 
continued this Navigation. Oliver Nort, Anno 1598, 
and George Spilbergen, Anno 16 14, Butch Men paffed. 
Sir John Narborough, fitted out by King Charles II. and 
the Duke of York, faii'd from England May 15. Anno 
1669, was only fix Months from Baldivia in Chili to 
England, he repaired the Straits of Magellan, and made 
the Lizard, June 10, 167 r, was only one Year and nine 
Months in his Voyage. M. de Beauchefne a French 
Man (perhaps the laft in this Navigation) paffed Anno 
1699, he returned S. of Cape- Horn without making Land. 
.; 2. The Pajfage by Straits Le Maire and Cape Horn. 
This Strait lies between Terra del Fouego and Stat en If- 
land, in 55 d. S. Lat. 5 Leagues long, 8 Leagues wide, 
good Soundings •, from thence they double Cape-Horn the 
South Land's End of America, in 57 d. 50 m. S. Lat. 

Cornelius Schouten of Horn, and Jacob Le Maire of 
Amfierdam, Anno 1 6 1 5, were the firft who adventured 
South of Magellan-Straits. The Ifland which makes the 
Straits had its Name from the States of Holland, the 

tans arfd others : The Old and New Stile makes a confiderable Dif- 
ference in our holy Days ; they who follow the Old Stile in their 
holy Days, are to a Demonftration, in the wrong ; yet notwithftand- 
ing, fome of the Church of England, and other Churches who follow 
the Old Stile, clamour much againft the Nonconformip who do not 
obferve their Chriftnas, Eafter, and other erroneoufly eftablifhed holy 
Days : In fhort, it would appear to a Man of an indifferent Per- 
flation or void of Prejudice, that in the Nature of Things, Divi- 
nity has left it with the Civil Power to regulate thefe Matters. 

Straits 
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Straits were called by the Name of one of the Difcover- 
ers, the Cape was called after the Name of the Birth- 
place of the other Difcoverer.. They performed their 
Circum-navigation in two Years and eighteen Days. 
This Paflage has been much pracYifed. 

Commodore Anfon\ (now Admiral Anfon) Voyage 
■through thefe Straits round our Globe or Earth, is the 
Jateft we have any particular Account of ; he fail'd from 
England, Sept. 18. 1741, to annoy and diftrefs the Spa- 
niards in the South-Seas, his Squadron confifled of Ships, 
one 60 Guns, two 50 Guns, one 40 Guns, one 20 Guns, 
a Sloop or Snow of 8 Guns, 2 Victuallers, he had twelve 
Months Provifion aboard, 500 Marines and Invalids, but 
returned to England a fingle Ship : Of the 5 1 o Men a- 
board the Centurion the Commodore, when he fail'd from 
England, not exceeding 130 returned to England. He 
was unfortunate as to wrong Seafons all the Voyage, he 
fet out too late, was 38 Days in his PafTage to Maderas, 
; did not leave St. Catherine"** * on the Coaft of Brazil, 
in 27 d. S. Lat. untiljan. 18, palled in Sight of the 
Magellan Straits in March, through Straits Le Maire, he 
was off of Cape Horn in the Height of their Winter, 
with hollow Seas, and boifterous adverfe Winds ("we 
before hinted that the South high Latitudes, are in their 
Winters more tempeftuous, than the like North high 
Latitudes in the Northern Winters •, thus Cape of Good 
Hope, although in 34 d. S. Lat. was at firft called Cape 
Tormentofa, the N. W. Winds in May, June, July and 
Auguft being as it were fixed and very tempeftuous) here 
he parted from all his Fleet -, the Severn and Pearl. of 
50 and 40 Gun Ships, tired out (as it is fuppofed) with 
tedious contrary Winds, difmal Storms, and an over- 
grown Sea, left him and put back : Some of his Fleet 
1 • — 1 m ' 

* In this Navigation in Time of a general Peace, the proper 
Baiting Places, Places of Refrefhment, or to wood and water, are the 
Cape de Verde Iflands, the Coaft of Brazil, and the Ifland Ferdinando, 
in the South Seas, 34 d. ve m. S. Lat. 100 Leagues Weft from the 
Coaft of Chili. 

joined 
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joined him again at the IQand of Juan Fernandez in the 
South-Sea, which is generally ufed as a Place of Re- 
frefhment by Enemies and Interlopers. He had a te- 
dious Pafifageof 148 Days from St. Catherine's, to this 
Ifland. He did not arrive off of Aquapulco until the 
End of January, O. S. the Manila \ Ship being got in 
January 9. From the Weft Coaft of Mexico he was 
109 Days to the Ladrones (it is generally performed by 
heavy Sailers in 60 or 70 Days) from thence he proceed- 
ed to Macao a Portuguese Settlement upon an Ifland near 
Canton the chief Place of Trade in China, here he conti- 
nued from November 1742 to April following. June 20. 
Anno 1743, Commodore An/on by good Chance (the 
Manila Ship might have got into her Port, but being 
1 1 

-f- The Aquapulco or Manila Ships, are annually fometimcs three, 
generally two, fometimes only one, they fail from Aquapuko latter 
End of March, near or in N. Lat. I 3 d. as freeft from Iflands have 
a Run of 2100 Leagues from Aquapuko in 16 d. 30 m. N. Lat. and 
106 d. 30 m. W. from London, to Guyam one of the Ladrones in I 3 
d. 30 m. N. Lat. 220 d. W. Long, from London, or 140 d. E. from 
London (their Governor is fubordinate to the Spani/b Captain- General 
of the Philippines) the Ladrones, particularly Guyam, are of the fame 
Ufe of Refrefhment for the Manila or Aquapulco Ships, as the Cape 
of Good Hope is to the Dutch Eajl- India Ships, and the Ifland of St. 
Helena to the Englijh Eaji-India Company Ships. — From Guyam 
they fail 400 Leagues to Manilas (the Diftance is the fame to the 
Moluccas or Spice-IJIands ) where they arrive fometime in June : 
They fet out from Mayiilas for Aquapulco in Auguft, and are fome- 
times under a Neceflky to ftretch fo high as 50 d. N. Lat. to come 
at the variable or rather the Wefterly Winds. They never difcover 
any Land but have frequent Soundings in the high Latitudes. They 
arrive at Aquapulco in December or January, the firft Land they have 
made has fometimes been St. Scbajiian off California in N. Lat. 42 
d. and 133 d. W. Long, from London, being the moft Wefterly known 
Part of America, generally they make Cape St. Lucar the South Point 
of California in N. Lat. 22 d. 30 m ; fometimes the firft Land they 
make is Cape Corientes on the Weft Coaft of Mexico in N. Lat. 19 d. 

From the City of Mexico by their Barcadier of Aquapulco, they 
ftiip much Silver to Manilas ( Commodore Anfon accounted for 
1,300,000 Pieces of Eight in the Manila Prize of 1743 June 20.) 
which purchafe in Japan and China (they have a continued Trade 
with thefe Places) all Sorts of rich Goods for Mexico. 

informed 



40 ^Summary Hijlorkal and Political, 

informed at Aquapulco of Anfon\ bad Condition, he bore 
up to him to take him) took the Manila Ship bound from 
Aquapulco to Manila, about 6 Leagues S. E. of Cape 
Spiritu Sanclo off the Ifland Mindora near Luconia or Ma- 
nila Ifland July u, he anchored again in Macao Road, 
and left it December 15, bound for England. Anno 
1744, April 3, he left Cape of Good Hope, and June 12, 
made the Lizard Point. The Prize Money of the Ma- 
nila Ship, and of fome fmall Captures on the Coaft of 
Peru, accounted for was in Value 355,324 £. Ster. 

3. The Navigation Eaji of Staten Ifland, clear of all 
Land giving Cape Home the Land's End of South Ame- 
rica a good Birth. This is the prefent Practice of the 
French South-Sea-Men, and is the mod advifeable. 

Capt. Sharp a Bucanier, * Anno 168 1, came from the 
South Seas to the North Seas without making Land j it 
was in their Summer- Seafon, Nov. 17, he was in 58 d. 
30 m. S. Lat. to the Southward of Cape Horn, where he 



* The Bucaniers originally were a vagrant vicious feafaring pirati- 
cal People, chiefly Englijh and French : They were ufed to kill 
wild Bulls and Cows with long Fufees, called Bucavier Pieces for 
their Hides and Taiiow ; At firft they committed Depredations only 
upon the Spaniards and Spanr/h Settlements {Morgan took Porto Bdlo 
and/ 3 'ana ma, Anno 1 67 1 ) and although a notorious Pirare was knighted 
by that Prince of Pleafure and Whim K. Charles II, but afterwards was 
in Difgrace. They carried on this Bellum Piraticum againit the Spa- 
niards in the Weft-Indies from Anno 1666 to Anno 1688 : Madman 
like, for fmall Booty, and that foon confumed, they fuffered the 
greateft Fatigues, Hunger and Pvifque of Life. They firft formed 
themfelves upon a fmall Ifland called Tortugas, North of Hifpaniola 
(all Iflands where Tortoife or Turtle frequent, are by the Spaniards 
called Tortugas ; that Ifland near the Margaritas upon the Coaft of 
New -Spain, from whence by a Spanijh Treaty at Madrid Anno 17 16, 
Neiv- England brings Salt for their Fifhery is called Salt-Tortugas) as 
alfo upon the N. W. Parts of Hifpaniola ; the Court of France fent 
them over a Governor and colonized them, this is the Original of 
the French rich Settlements there ; it is true, when the French had 
the Spanifh Afliento Contract for Negroes, Spain confented to their 
having a Lodge and Place of Refrefhment there, by their ufual Way 
of encroaching upon their Neighbour?, they are now become fupeiior 
to the Spanijh of Hifpaniola. 

met 
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met with feveral Iflands of Ice and hard Frofts -, he 
croffed the Equator or Line Januuary 7. 

Capt. Woods Rogers (afterwards Governor of Providence 
and the other Bahama- I/lands) with two good Privateers, 
fet out from Briftol in Auguft, Anno 1 708, (his Pilot 
was Dampier, formerly a Logwood Cutter, who had been 
three Times in the South-Seas, and twice round the 
Globe) he wooded and watered at Cape Ae Verde Iflands, 
at Brazils end of November ; and at the Ifland Ferdinando^ 
in the South Sea ; having Sea room fufficient he faffed 
into the South- Seas without feeing of Land ; Jan. 10, he 
was South of Cape-Horn inLat. 61 d. 53 m ; 10 Weeks 
from the Brazils, he was upon the Coaft of Chili and 
Peru, where he continued making Depredations till the 
Month of December, then he lay in Wait near the South 
End of California. He took the fmall Manila Ship Dec. 
22. He left California Jan. 12. arrived at Guam, March 
it, left Guam, March 22, arrived in Batavia June 20, 
left Java-head October 24, arrived in the Harbour of 
Cape Good-Hope Dec. 28, fail'd from thence April 8. with 
the Dutch Eaft-India Fleet (they are generally 17 to 20 
Sail homeward bound) palTed in Sight of St. Helena April 
30, off of Schetland Iflands North of Scotland July 16", 1 
and arrived in the Texel, July 23 j having encroach'd 
upon the exclufive Trade and Navigation of the Englijh 
Eaft-India Company, they did not think it convenient to 
come to England, until they had fettled the Affair with 
the Company, 

III. f Thorough- Fares in the Body of the American Con- 
tinent from the Eaftern Ocean to the Weftern Ocean, 
commonly called from the North Sea to the South-Sea and 
Eaft Indies. 

1 . The Straits of Magellan, already difcuffed. 

2. Rio de La Plata. John Diaz de Solis a Spaniard, 
failing Southward fell in with this River of Plate Anno 

> ■■ ■ ■ m --■» 

f This was deligned as the laft Head of PaiTages from the North 
to the South Sen, but as it feems to fall in more naturally in this Place, 
we. proceed with it accordingly. 

G 15155 
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15 15 ; the Name was occafioned by the firft Silver from 
Peru, coming down this River ( the native Indians call 
this Country Paraguay ) they went up the River fo far 
as was convenient, and thence travelled by Land, to the 
Country that afforded To much Silver and Gold, and made 
Returns of it. Garcias a Portugtuxe was up this River 
Jn. "1524. he was cut off by :'.e Indians. Sebaftian 
Cabot in the King of Spain's Service An. 1525 fail'd 200 
Leagues up the River of Plate. Anno 1535 ® on Pedro 
de Mendoza, with 12 Ships went up this River ; he left 
fome Forces there, they conquered the Country to the 
Mines of Potcfi ; and Town of La Plata 500 Leagues 
from their firft Settlements •, the Spaniards did not begin 
to. work the Mines of Potofi, until An. 154.5. Buenos 
Jyres is 50 Leagues up from the Mouth of the River of 
Plate ; one Branch of this River is called Paraguay, here 
is the famous Country Tucuman of the Jefuites % Jefuites 
having in fome Degree civilized the native Indians, they 
divided it into Dittrids or Miffions, under the Direction 
of the Jefuites to this Day. St. Jago in 29 d. S. Lat. is 
the Capital of the Jefuitbs Country. At prefent there is a 
good Land Communication from the River of Plate to 
Peru and Chili, fo the Affento Negroes are conveyed from 
Buenos Ayres to Peru and Chili : the Road paffes through 
La Plata ( the great River comes near to it) in 2 1 d. S. 
Lat. the Capital of the Audience of Los Chercas in Peru : 
the Silver Mines of Pot oft and Porco are in its Neigh- 
bourhood. 

3. The River of Amazons *. Its Mouth lies near the 
Line or Equinoctial, it is of a very long Courfe, about 
1800 Leagues (it is the largeft River upon Earth) from its 
many Windings and bad Navigation, it is relinquifh'd as 
a Thorough-Fare. Gonzalo Pizarro (Brother to the fa- 

- u- Ba " hus when he cohered Thrnu had a Corps of Lybicm Women 
c 11 r I™ 7 ' - Cal!ed ^ mazons > Mirm-ua was their Leader. Upon an 
Spatnfi Lxpediuon this Way, a Number of Indian Women with their 
Hufbands upon this River, oppofed the Spaniard* ; this was the Oc- 
casion of the River being fo called. 

mous 
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mous Pizarro) Governour of Quito in Peru, Anno 1540 
with a fmall Army crofted the Andes, and fell down this 
River in Queft of Gold ; here he built a Brigantine v/hich. 
iail'd down the River, which went home to Spain by the 
Eaft or North Sea •, Pizarro himfelf returned by Land 
to Quito, he found no Gold. FzihetcTAcuna from Quito 
went down this River, and by the Eaft Sea to Spain, and 
publifhed an Account of the Country. The Spaniards 
■ endeavoured a Settlement upon the River An. 1554, but 
foon relinquifhcd it. By the Peace of Utrecht, France 
(the French have fome fmall Settlement? in Guiana, North 
of this River,) renounces both Sides of the River Amazons, 
and the Navigation thereof. 

4. The River Oronoque. ■ Its Mouth lies in about 9 d. 
N. Lat. by this River no Thorough-Fare ever was effect- 
ed ; it is the South Eafterly Boundary of the Spanijh Set- 
tlements on the Eaft or North Sea of America : St. Tho- 
mas is the only Settlement, the Spaniards haveSouth-Eail 
of this River, fume New England Privateers in the Be- 
ginning of the prefent Spanifh War made fome Attempts 
upon this Place. Sir F/alter Raleigh f took Poflefiion 
G 2 of 

f Sir Walter Raleigh for himfelf and Afibciates or Afligns A. 1584, 
obtairTd a Patent from the Crown of England, for difcovering and 
planting Lands in America, not aclually in PofTefTion of any Chriftian 
Prince. His firft Settlement was at Roanoke in North-Carolina, and 
encouraged Adventurers to plant fome of thofe Lands now called Vir- 
ginia : But his Whim after Metals, Minerals, and precious Stones, 
was the Reafon of his Neglett of Settlements. He was fitted out by 
Queen Elizabeth An. 1592 to annoy the Spaniards (Drake and Haw- 
kins were fitted out An. 1595 upon the fame Account, they both died 
in the Wejl-Indies) he neglecled his Adventures to Virginia, and made 
three unfuccefsful Voyages up the River Oranuque in Queft of Metals 
and precious Stones : He was told (as it is faid) and was fo credulous 
as to believe, that, in that Country Gold was fo plenty as to be heap- 
ed up like Firewood. In the Beginning of King James Ift's Reign, 
he was convidled and condemned to die for a Confpiracy, was reprieved 
from Time to Time and after being kept Prifoner in the Tower 1 2 
Years, he propofes to find Gold Mines in Guiana, and notwithftand- 
ing his being under Sentence of Death, was fitted out, but returned 
re infecla. Gundamor the Spanilh Ambailador at the Court of England, 

in 
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of the Country of Guiana,f Anno 1595 for the Crown 
of England. 

5. The Gulph of Mexico and Ifihmus of Darien. Vafco 
Numes de Balboa with 290 Men Anno 1513 was the firft 
who croffed this IJtbmus, and difcovered the South-Sea in 
8 d. 30 m. N. Lat. between Porto Bello and Cartbagena ; 
at this Place the Ifthmus is about one Degree wide. This 
Vafco received no Benefit by this Difcovery, being foon fu - 
perfeded by Padracias, who was by the Court of Spain ap- 
pointed Vice-Roy of Panama, originally and at that Time 
Capital of the South-Sea Spanifh Colonies : There is a great 
Ridge of Mountains, or rather of many diftinct Hills 
running along this Ibjlmus, into the Gulph of Darien there 
comes from the Mountains many Rivers, which formerly 
afforded much Gold Duft or Grains ; this was the prin- 
cipal Inducement to that romantick, ill-contrived, badly 
executed, and therefore fhort-lived Scots Settlement here 
called the Darien or Caledonia * Company, An. 1699. 

Anno 
'„ _, „- - 

in the Name of the Court of Spain, clamoured and ftrongly complain- 
ed of the Infraction of Peace and Amity ; to make an Atonement 
Sir Walter was the Sacrifice, and his former Sentence of Death was 
allowed to take Place, he was executed An. 1618. 

•J- The Country of Guiana lies between the Rivers Oroncque and 
Amazons : The Spaniards to the Northward, and Pcrtugueze to the 
Southward, but have no Footing here. It's Southern Parts has fome 
fmall French Settlements, Cayenne, &c. the Englijh fettled the middle 
Part called Surinam, the Dutch took it from the Englifh in the Be- 
ginning of K. Charles IPs Reign, it was quit-claimed to the Dutch 
by the Peace of Breda An. 1667, in Exchange for the Dutch quit- 
claiming to the Englijh their Colony of Ncvj- Net her land, now called 
Neiv-Tork ; the Dutch fettled \:s Northern Parts of Efquibe Barbice, 
&c Sir Walter Raleigh An. 1595, had taken Pofleffion of the whole 
Country for the Crown of England. 

* Anne 1695, by an Aft of the Scots Parliament fevexal Foreigners 
as well as Natives of Scotland with a Joynt Stock with perpetual Suc- 
ceffion were incorporated by the Name of, The Company of Scotland, 
trading to Africa and the Indies. One half at leaft of the Stock, to 
belong to Scotifh-Men refiding in Scotland ; not any one Subfcription 
lefs than ioo/". and not exceeding 3000 £. Sterling : To plant 
Colonies, to build Forts, &c. in any Part of AJia, Africa and America, 

with 
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Anno 1680, fome of the Bucaniers went up the Gulph. 
or River of Darien, and from thence by a fhort Land- 
Paffage to St. Maria in the Bay of Panama : Some Bu- 

with Confent of the Natives and Inhabitants thereof, and not poffeffed 
by any European Sovereign ; with an exclufive Trade, but may grant 
Permiflions to other Traders, to all Afia, Africa and America, for 
3 1 Years. The Company to have the Jurifdiftion in their own Co- 
lonic?, where they may impofe Duties, Cuftoms, I3e. Their Trade 
in Scotland to be exempted from all Duties for 21 Years. All con- 
cerned in the Company are declared free Denizens of Scotland. For 
Form's Sake King William did grant to the Company Letters Patent 
agreeable to this Act. By the Intereft of fome Gentlemen deeply 
concerned, the Parliament in the fame Seffions paffed an Aft, of bad 
Confequence, impowering the Managers for Boroughs, Companies in- 
corporate or collegiate, to invert any Part of their Stock in this 
Company. 

They began to fettle at Darien, 1699 » tne *" a '^ -Aft and Letters 
Patent Were rectified by a Sects Aft of Parliament Anno 1701 ; and 
when the Affair laboured much by an Aft of Queen Anne in a Scots 
Parliament, Anno 1703 ; All Perfons and Ships, Natives and Fo- 
reigners, trading to their Colonies by the Permiffion of the Company, 
returning to Scotland, are invefted with all Privileges and Immuni- 
ties of the Company. 

.The Projeft of fettling a Colony at Darien, well deferves the Name 
of a Sects Folly : A Country under Subjeftion to Spain at that Time 
in Peace with us, and upon any Emergency by a Fleet from Spain, 
capable of fwallowing them up ; befides its being inhofpitable from 
its Unhealthfulnefs. If inftead of this they had procured of Spain an 
AJJicv.to Negro Contraft, with an annual Dry-Goods Ship, if they had 
followed a Faftory- Trade to China, to the Bay of Bengal, to Hugly 
River, to Arabia, &c. perhaps it might have turned to fome Account ; 
they foon were in a ruinous Condition, and a little before the Union 
with England, 100^. Stock fold for 10 f. 

As Good fometimes comes out of Evil and Folly, it happened fo in 
this Inftance : Many of the Scots Members of the Union Parliament 
and their Friends were concerned and involved in this Company, the 
happy Union was much promoted by inferting a Claufe in the Articles 
of Union ; that all concerned fhould be repaid their Principal with 
5 per Cent, from the Time of paying in their Money to May 1 . 
1701 ; the whole amounted to 232,88 £. Sterl. to be paid oat of the 
398,085 £. Sterling, Equivalent Money granted by Engldnd to Scot- 
land, for that Part of the EngUJh publick Debts which would be paid, 
by rifing the Cuitoms and Excife of Scotland, to an Equality with thofe 
of England; the Malecontents in Scotland, called this, The Selling of the 
Country, 

canters 
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earners returned the fame Way to the North Sea. At 
fome Diftance to the Weftward 6 Leagues is Nombre de 
Dios, (nomen Dei ) 18 Leagues from Panama, here the 
Galleons formerly loaded, but becaufe of the fickly Air 
here and in the Gulph of Darien, they were both relin- 
quifhed by the Spaniards, this is the narroweft Place of 
the Neck ; Negroes from Jamaica Interlopers, have car- 
ried Letters of Advice from Nombre de Bios to Panama, 
and brought back Anfwers in 36 Hours. Six Leagues 
Weft from Nombre de Dios is Porto Bello,-\ it is the North 
Sea Barcadier of Panama, about 20 Leagues diftant, and 
the Fair for the Spanijh Galleons and the Britifh South -Sea 
annual Ship. A few Leagues Weft of Porto-Bello is the 
River Chagre ( here Vernon An. 1 740 feized the Spanijh 
Factory and carried off Goods to the Value of 70,000 £. 
Sterl.) from the Head of their River is the morteft Land 
Carriage to Panama, not exceeding feven Leagues. 

5. The early Adventurers to America, where they found 
any large Opening or Inlet, they had fome fmall Hopes 
of a Thorough- fare to the South Seas, but proceeding only 
a fmall Way they were baulk'd : thus it happen'd in 
Cbefapeak-Bay of Virginia, in Hudfon's River of New-York, 
in St. Laurence*?, River of Canada the longeft and largeft 
of thefe Inlets : John Cartier a French Man An. 1535 
fail'd up the Gulph and River of St. Laurence fo far as 

-j- Porto-Bello was taken by a fmall Squadron under the Command 
of Admiral Vernon, November Anno 1739, much to his Credit and 
the Honour of the Britijh Nation. Porto-Bello taken from the Span- 
iards, and Louijbourg on Cape-Breton from the French, are the moft ce- 
lebrated Exploits this War, of the Britijh People from Home and in 
America ; perhaps the moft remarkable Inftances in Hiftory of the 
Spanijh and French Pufilanimity and Cowardice, and of the Britijh 
Temerity and Bravery. The Cuba and Carthagena very chargeable, 
but ineffectual late Expeditions, are notorious Inftances of a Miniftry 
(from Corruption or to humour the Populace) wantonly playing away 
Men and Money ; particularly, their unnatural and barbarous De- 
mand of fome Thoufands of able Men from our Infant Colonies (who 
rather required large Additions of People, for planting and defending 
their Settlements) as a Sacrifice ; of the 500 Men from Majfackufetts- 
Bay, not exceeding 50 returned. 

Monreal 
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Monreal in Canada. Sir Humphry Gilbert from England 
hearing of a Strait North of Virginia (New -England and 
Nova-Scotia were at that Time comprehended in the De- 
nomination of Virginia) imagin'd, it might be a Thoro'- 
fare to the Eaji- Indies ; he fail'd up the Gulph and River 
of St. Laurence An. 1583 and took Poffefiion for the 
Crown of England. 

6. The next and laft Thorough- fare Northward, is 
Davis's Straits •, but as this is a very wide Opening or 
rather Sea dividing North-America from a Northern 
diftincl: Continent called IVeft-Groenland or New-Denmark, 
we muflr refer it to the Paragraphs of a North Weft 
Paffage, and the Section of Hud/on' 's-Bay Lodges and 
Trade. 

IV. Ejjays towards a North Eaji Paffage to China and 
the Indian Seas, come next in Courfe of Time, thefe Ad- 
ventures were prior to the Outfets for a North-Weft Dif- 
covery. The Cabot s in Queft of a North- Eaft Paffage, 
firft weathered the North Cape of Europe in 72 d. N. 
Lat ; by much Solicitation, our Sovereigns of thefe Times 
were prompted to make fome Advances this Way in Fa- 
vour of Trade. In King Edward Vl's Reign, was in- 
corporared a Company of Merchants for difcovering of 
Lands unknown •, in Confequence of this fome Englijh 
Ships, by the White Sea, came to Archangel ; and the 
Grand Duke of Mufcovy or Ruffta, grants to an Englijh 
Rufia-Compzny fundry Privileges. AnnoRegni 1,2. Philip 
and Mary, by Patent, a Society was incorporated, by the 
Name of the Governor, Confuls, Afliftants, Fellowfhip, 
and Commonality of Merchant- Adventurers to Lands, 
Territories, &c. unknown or unfrequented ; this Company 
were in Poffefiion of the Ruffta Trade 25 or 30 Years 
before the Dutch attempted it. 

Towards the End of the fixteenth Century the Englijh 
and Dutch began to try for a North-Eaft Paffage, and for 
many Years loft Ships and their Labour in impracticable 
Adventures : It had an incidental good profitable Effect, 

it 
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it brought them into the Ruffia Trade and Whale-Fifhery. 
The North-Eaft and the North- Weft Difcoverers intro- 
duced the whaling Bufmefs. The Dutch have winter'd in 
J5 d. N. Lat. in Nova-Zembla, the Englijh have winter'd 
in 78 d. N. Lat. in Greenland, it was remark'd that Nova- 
Zembla although Southward of Greenland^ is colder than 
Greenland. The Englijh Ruffia Company were the firft 
who went a Whaling at Raft-Greenland, at that Time they 
employed Bifcayers ; afterwards the Dutch came into it, 
Followed it more clofely, and are better acquainted. A 
few Years fince, the Englift South- Sea- Company fitted 
out a great Number of good large Ships Whalers ; 
they funk much Money from Mifmanagement, and Toon 
abandoned the Affair. 

A North-Eaft Paffiage has been effay'd three different 
"Ways, viz. Eaft of Eaft-Greenland or Spitjbsrgen, between 
Eaft-Greenland and Nova-Zembla, and by PVygatz Straits 
between Nova-Zembla and Ruffia upon the Continent. 

The Southermoft Point of Eaft-Greenland lies in 76 d. 
N. Lat. almoft due North from the North Cape of Eu- 
rope. This Greenland may reach the North Polar Re- 
gions, but hitherto Point Purchas (To called by the Name 
of the Difcoverer) in 82 d. N. Lat. is the fur theft North 
that has been difcovered. The Southernmoft Part of 
Eaft-Greenland lies about 150 Leagues from Nova 
Zembla. 

Anno 1 67 1 a Whaler fail'd the Coaft of Eaft-Green- 
land to 81 d. N. Lat. there they found the Ice firm, it 
did not float •, therefore it muft adhere to fome Land 
backwards, confequently there can be no North-Eaft Paf- 
fage that Way. As the Northerly and Eafterly Winds 
in thefe Parts, caufe very intenfe Frofts, there muft be to 
Windward vaft Continents covered with Snow or large 
Fields of impenetrable Ice. Thus the very hard Frofts 
from the North and North-Weft Winds in Baffin's Bay, 
Davis's Straits, and Hudfon's Bay, indicate vaft Conti- 
nents of Snow and Ice to the North- Weft, 

Anno 1676, 
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Anno 1676 Capt. Wood was fitted out by the Court of 
England in his Majefty's Ship Speedwell with the Profperous 
Pink, to difcover a North-Eaft PafTage to the Indian Seas j 
the Speedwell was call away upon Rocks of Nova Zembla m 
74 d. 30 m. N. Lat. (the Men werefaved and came home 
in the Profperous Pink) they found Ice along to the 
Northward with Soundings, therefore Land is not farorTY 
and Nova Zembla (a Conjecture) may range North Weft- 
ward, until it meets with Eaft Greenland, confequently no 
North Eaft PafTage between them, unlefsby fome Straits 5 
the Flood fets from the S. or S. W, therefore no PafTage 
Northward, befides the Water is rather falter than common 
Sea or Ocean Water. 

In endeavouring aN. E. PafTage Nova Zembla was dis- 
covered, and Waygatz Straits between Nova Zembla and 
the Continent of Tartary or Ruffia : Thofe Straits in N. 
Lit. 70 d. are always froze and full of Ice, excepting 
when for a very fhort Time by a N. E. Hurricane or Storm 
it is cleared •, but this Time being fhort and Weather 
tempeft.uo.us, it may be deem'd impracticable. 

* Sundry Writers give us various fmall Accounts or 
Hints, fome favouring fome difcouraging a N. E. PafTage, 

none 



* There was a Conteft of many Years {landing, between Sir Ifaac 
Newton with his Followers, Members of the Royal Society in London, 
and the CaJJinh with their Followers, Members of V Jcademie Royale 
des Sciences in Paris concerning the Figure of the Earth. Sir lfaac 
affirmed, It was an oblate Spheroid,, that is, the Earth rifes higher to- 
wards the Equator, and falls in towards the Pole ; CaJJini pretended 
from aclual Menfuration, that it was an oblong Spheroid. The King 
of France (the French Court are much to be extolled for their Gene- 
rofity in encouraging and promoting of ufeful Difcoveries, but their 
Agents or People employed, are not always to be depended upon in 
the Exadlnefs and Truth of their Reports) at a great Charge employ- 
ed his Jftronomers, and other Mathematicians, to meafure the Degrees 
of Latitude from the North to the South of France, by Stations and 
Triangles : Their Reports at that Time, are now by their own Con- 
feiTion found to be falfe by two of their own Millions confiding of a 
Parcel of Academicians ; one was fent to Peru in America, to meafure 
a Degree of Latitude near the Equator ; they are lately returned to 

H France : 
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none of them are fufficientlv vouched. Some have wrote, 
that upon the Coafts of Japan and China, drift Whales 
have been found with Dutch Harping Iron?, thefe mult 
have come by a N. E. PafTage. Some relate Ruffian 
Barks that have fail'd from the Mare Glaciale Eaft of Wy- 
gatz Straits by Cape Suotainos in N. Lat. 60 d. to trade 
witfr the People who live on the Oriental Ocean in N. 
Lat. 50 d. therefore Afia and America are two feparate 
Continents. The Dutch (as it is (aid) Anno 164.6, tried 
this PafTage backwards, from Japan to the North Ocean, 
but to no Purpofe ; they were not obftrucled by the 
Ice, but puzzled by broken Lands, Head Lands, Iflands, 
Bays, Coves, Inlets, and Creeks. Some Dutch Whalers 
miffing of Whales proceeded further North than Cape 
Purchasof Eaft Greenland in N. Lat. 82 d. and found an 
open Sea clear of Ice but very hollow. N. B. Why did 
th - not proceed in Queft of a PafTage ? If a clear Sea could 
••■Hind, that is without Continents or Iflands to fatten 
and fix che Ice, a PafTage might be poffible : But a Paf- 
Tage through Straits cannot be practicably Tafe, their Ice 
is generally fixed ; if accidentally in the Height of Tome 
Summers they be open, it can be only for a fhort Time, 
and the Uncertainty, when a Froft may fet in, renders 
the Navigation too hazardous to run the Rifk of the 



France : The other Detachment was lent to Tormo in Finland in 
Sweden, to take the Dimenfions of a Degree of Latitude under the 
Polar Circle, they returned Anno 1737 [Torneo is at the Bottom of the 
Bothnick Gulph in N. Lat. 65 d. 50 m, and 1 h. 23 m. Eaft from 
Pans, from an obferved Eclipfe of the Moon and fome Occultations of 
fixed Stars, Variation W. <j d.. 5 m, the Refraclions did not differ 
much from thofe in France, the River was not fhut up with Ice until 
'Nov. 2. they found the Length of a Degree of Latitude that cuts 
the Poiar Circle to be 57,437 Toifes or French Fathoms, that is, ioco 
loijis longer than it fhould be according to CaJJini : They pretended 
to French G ifcon, or Romantick Exaftnefs, exceeding not only Credi- 
bility but Credulity itfelf, viz. to find an afcertained Bqfis for the Men- 



furation of their Triangles, in meafuring by two Companies, upon the 
Ice, each with four wooden Rods 30 Feet long, in 7)406 Fathoms 5 

VefTel 



Feet they differed only four Inches/ 
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Veffel being froze up,and,the People perifh : Spitfbergcn or 
Eafi Greenland (terns to be a Clutter of broken Iilands c 

V. Adventures of a North IVeft Paffage to the Wed or 
Indian Seas for the Spice-lflands and China. Sebaflian 
Cabot a Native of England, was fitted out by Henry VII. 
of England, Anno 1497, to difcover a North- Weft Paf- 
fage to the Spice-lflands and Eajl Indies, he made Land in 
Weft. Greenland in N. I .at. 6y d. and called it Prima Vifta y 
and from thence coafted to Florida, taking PoffelTion, ac- 
cording to the i'urms of thofe Times as he fail'd along 
for the Crown of England ; but endeavoured no Paffage. 

St. Martin Frobifloer, at nrft fitted out by private Ad- 
venturer?, made three Voyages Anno 1576, 1577, 1578 
to a Straits in N. Lat. 63 cT. called by his own Name, 
but Ice and the Inclemency of the Weather fucceflively 
obliged him to return, without any North-Weft Paffage 
Difcovery. . He took formal Poffeffion of the North Con- 
tinent of Greenland, for the Crown of England, but the 
Norwegians (at prelent the Subjects of Denmark) pretend- 
* ed to have had Settlements there prior by 200 Years, 
from I/land (its North Farts are in N. Lat. 66 d. 20 d. 
Weft from London) ; but our (irft North- Weft Adven- 
turers Frobifher, Davis, Hudfon, Baffin, Smith, &c. did not 
find the leaft Veftige of the Norwegians ever being there : 
There was no Bread-Corn, no Herbage, the Aborigines had 
not altered their Way of Living, being cloathed with 
Skins, and lodging in Caves. This North Continent the 
Danes call New Denmark, and have a fmall miferable Set- 
tlement there in Davis Straits in N. Lat. 64 d. and a 
Guard Ship in the Whaling Seafon : The Soil and Indian 
Trade are not worth contending for •, the beft of Beaver 
and other Fur is from hence, but in fmall Quantities ; it 
is unhofpitable. Hans Egeda in his natural Hiftory of 
Greenland, 4to, 1 741, fays, that Greenland was hrftdifcover- 
ed by the Norwegians and Iflanders Anno 982, but the In- 
clemency of the Climate, occafioned their abandoning of 
it ; his Relation of many Colonies, Abbeys, and Churches 
is too Romantick to obtain Credit. Anno ijii a Com- 
pany 
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pany of Merchants or trading Men, by a Royal Danifh 
Licenfe fet up at Bergen of New- Denmark in N. Lat. 64 
d. where the Author and his Family continued 15 Years : 
He fays that Barley does ripen there,f fome Tillage and 
Pafture-Land, only Brum Wood, feveral Shell-Fifh, Land 
eonftantly covered with Ice and Snow, excepting near the 
Sea-Shore, Turnips grow well ; Mufkitoes very trouble- 
some in July and Auguft. 

There is no good Whaling amongft the loofe Ice, the 
iWhales when ftruck, dive, and it is uncertain where they 
may come up to blow, but near great Iflands of Ice, and 
Fields of Ice or faft Ice, they muft come up by the fame 
Side ; as the American or Weft Shore belongs to Great- 
Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht, Anno 1 713, the Winds, 
being generally from the North and North Weft, it is the 
Lee-Shore and Field of Ice •, therefore if a Monopoly of 
iWhaling could be allowed, by theLaw of Nations,in Davis 
Straits, it muft belong to Great-Britain ; thus we claim, 
but for political Reafons do not profecute our Claim, to 
an exclufive Herring- Fifhery at Schetland or North Parts ' 
of Scotland ; this Controverfy is well canvefTed pro and 
ton by Selden in his Mare Claufum and by Grotius in his 
Mare Liberum. At prefent the King of Denmark af- 
fumes the Sovereignty of the Seas in Davis Straits. 

John Davis upon the North- Weft PafTagc Difcovery, 
Anno 1583 made Cape Dejolation about 62 d. N. Lat. 
and fail'd to no Effect, fo high as 66 d. 40 m. He made 
another Voyage Anno 1586 found among the Natives fome 
Copper. Anno 1587 he made a third Voyage and fail'd 

f There is a peculiar Seed of Grain for various Climates, in Lap- 
land, they have a Species of Barley ripe in fix Weeks from its being 
fowed ; the Barley Seed of the Lands further South, as of Stockholm 
do not ripen there : Thus Mais or Indian Corn of Virginia does not 
ripen in Neiu-England, that of New- England does not ripen in Nova- 
Scotia and Canada. The further North, the more vegetable Growth 
is ftunted and degenerates ; far North grow only Pine, Fir and Birch 
Wood. Further North only Brum fuch as Heath, Juniper, Vitis, 
\dcea Cranberry s, &c. Still further North only a loofe Mofs* 

lb 
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fb high as 72 d. 10 m. this Opening is ftill calPd Fretum 
Davis or Davis Straits. 

The King of Denmark, upon Pretence of renewing his 
Claims, fitted out Tome VeiTels for this Difcovery Anno 
1605, 1606, 1607, &c, their Adventures were of no 
Confequence. Anno 16 19 John Munck fail'd into the 
Northern Parts of Davis Straits and call'd it Mare Chri- 
ftianum (the Name of the King of Denmark at that Time) 
he wintered in 63 d. 20 m. N. Lat. and called it Monk's 
Winter Harbour, and the Country he called New-Denmark, 
few of his Men furvived fo as to return Home and live. 

In the Beginning of laft Century Henry Hudfon, by two 
Adventureshaving fatisfied himfelf that there was noNorth- 
EaftPafTage toChina, was fent from England to try aNorth 
Weft Pafiage •, as the Weft Northward Navigation had 
no Succefs, he failed by the Weft Southward Opening, 
through the Straits called by his Name into a Bay called 
Hudfon' s- Bay, where he perifhed by the Infidioufnefs of 
his villanous Crew. 

Sir Thomas Button (in thefe Times many feafaring 
Commanders were knighted, to encourage DifcoverersJ 
Anno 1 6 1 1 encouraged by Prince Henry, purfued the N. 
Weft Difcoveries, parTed through Hudfon's Straits and 
Bay, navigated and lookt into the feveral Creeks and In- 
lets of its Weftern Shore (Water generally 80 Fathom 
deep) he gave it the Name of New Wales, he in much 
Mifery winter* d in 57 d. 10 m. N. Lat. he called the 
Place Port Nelfon •, this Weft Coaft was afterwards called 
Button's-Bay. 

Sir. Thomas Smith's Sound difcovered Anno 161 6 is in 
N. Lat. 78 d. 

After Davis, M. Baffin profecuted the North North- 
weftward PafTage, in the North Parts of Davis Straits, 
there he found a great Bay called Baffin' s-Bay, he did 
not profecute to the Bottom or further Extent of this 
Bay, but defpair'd of finding aNorth Weft PalTage. In 
N. Lat. 78 the Compafs varied 57 d. W. the greateft 
known Variation. 

No 
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No more Voyages were made from England upon that 
Dellgn until Anno 1631. Capt. Thomas James of Br ifto I 
made fome additional Difcoveries to thofe of Hudfon, 
Button, and Baffin (here we anticipate a little, the Hudfon's 
Bay AccountJ he wintered at Charleton Ijland, near the 
Bottom of Hudfon s Bay ; in this Ifland, he favs, in Sum- 
mer-Seafon, the Days are excefilve hot, and in the Nights 
Froft ; in the Months of June and July the Mufketoes 
are intolerable, feveral Kinds of Flies and Butterflies, no 
Fifh nor Fifh-Bones or Shells upon the Shore excepting 
Cockle-Shell ; here were feveral Kinds of Fowl, Deers, 
Foxes, Bears, and fome fmall Quadrupedes ; full of 
Spruce, Firs, and Juniper. He printed his Journal (a 
good Performance) 4to London 1633. He gives it as his 
Opinion, that there can be no North Weft PafTage. 

Several others in the Beginning of the Seventeenth 
Century made Attempts for a North -Weft PafTage, Weft 
Greenland and Fields of Ice obftructed them •, but an in- 
cidental very confiderable Benefit accrued, viz. the Davis 
Straits Whale-Fifhery. None have profecuted the Na- 
vigation along the Weft Side of V/esl Greenland into very 
high Latitudes, to difcover whether Wesl Greenland and Eaji 
Greenland do converge fo as to join, or if there be a Paf- 
fage along by the North Pole. 

The many Difappointments and Difcouragements, as 
alfo the inteftine Broils and Confufions in England did put 
a Stand to all Difcoveries and other Improvements. Upon 
the Reftoration of King Charles II, the Difcovery Projects 
were again fet on Foot by fome Noblemen and Mer- 
chants. Prince Rupert was concerned : Capt. Guillam in 
the Nonefuch Ketch was fitted out, Anno 1667 •, he fail'd 
up Baffin* s-Bay fo high as 75 d. N. Lat. and returned to 
Prince Rupert's River in N. Lat. 51 d. and laid the Foun- 
dation of an advantageous Fur-Trade in the Hudfon' s-Bay 
Company, eftablifhed by Royal Patent Anno 1670 to 
Prince Rupert and Aflbciates. 

Capt. Middleton in his North Weft Difcovery Voyage 
'Anno 174.2, fay?, it is impoflible in any. Part of the Wef- 

tern 
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tern Coaft, lower than 67 d. N. Lat, called Cape Hope 
Weft from London 87 d •, he pretends to have infpe&ed 
this Coaft narrowly •, and if there be any PafTage further 
North it muft be impracticable, becaufe (if at all clear) 
it can not be clear above one Week in the Ye3r. His 
main Attempt was in Wager River N. Lat. 65 d. 25 m. 
the Entrance 6 to 8 Miles wide, Tide 5 or 6 Knots, 
Soundings not lefs than 16 Fathoms (many Savages came 
aboard but had no Trade, they fpoke of Mines f) the 
further he went up Wager River, the Tides did rife lefs 
(whereas Sir John Narborough in his PafTage through the 
Straits of Magellan, the nearer he approached the Weftern 
Flood, the Tide did rife more) the Water from fait be- 
came brakifh, and gradually more frefh, therefore it muft 
proceed from fome frefh Water River, and is no fait Wa- 
ter Thorough- Fare. 

If there were difcovered a N. E. or N. W. PafTage to 
China, the Difficulties in Navigation, would render it of 
little or no Ufe, other, than to amufe the Curious in the 
Hydrography of thofe Parts. 

There is a River which the French Coureur des Eois, 
call St. Lawrence coming from the Weftward, falls into 
the Northern Parts of the upper Lake, nearly 100 d. W. 
from London, and the fame Latitude with the Bottom of 
Hudfon's-Bay, and communicating with it by Water Canoe 
Carriage ; the North Parts of CaleforniaXit in about 130 
d. Weft from London (according to Dr. Hatty's accurate 
laying of it) and in Lat. 42 d •, thus the Difference of Lon- 
gitude is only 30 d ; which at the Medium Lat. of 45 d. 
(14 Leagues to a Degree) makes only 420 Leagues ; and 
if Calefornia is divided from the Continent by a Sinus or 
Straits, this will render the Diftance to that Straits flill 
fhorter. By going up this River To far as Water Canoe 
Carriage will allow, and then perhaps only fome fhort 
■■ 

f Many of our Adventurers to North and South America (vvitnefs 
Sir Walter Raleigh in the River Qronokc ; feem to have been more 
intent upon Metals and Minerals, than upon Paffagesto the Ea/i India, 
Indian Trade, or fettling of Colonies. 

Land 
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Land Carrying-Place to fome Rivulet or River running 
Weftward towards the Seas of California or Weftern O- 
cean, if fome Ridge or Chain of impracticable Moun- 
tains do not incerveen. But cut bono all this Puzzle ? only 
to afcertain the Geography of that Country •, it can be of 
no Ufe in Navigation. 

Mr. Dobbs who faulted Capt. Mtddleton very much for 
his bad Management and Un faith fulnefs, did Anno 1745 
procure an Act of Parliament, viz. Whereas a North 
Weft Paflage through Hudfon's Straits to the Weftern 
American Ocean will be a great Benefit to the Trade of 
Great-Britain ; there is enacted a publick Reward of 
20,000 £. Sterl. to any Ship or VefTel belonging to Sub- 
jects of Great- Britain, that fhall find out any fuch Tho* 
rough-Fare or Paffage. Upon this Encouragement the 
Dobbs Galley and California fail'd from England in May 
1746 j hitherto we have no Account of them. 

A Digrejfwn concerning Whaling. 

The New England Whalers diftinguifh 10 or 12 dif- 
ferent Species of the Whale-Kind, the moft beneficial is the 
Black Whale, Whale-Bone Whale, or True Whale as 
they call it •, in Davis Straits in N. Lat. 70 d. and upwards 
they are very large, fome may yield 150 Puncheons be- 
ing 400 to 500 Barrels Oil and Bone of 18 Feet and up- 
wards ; they are a heavy logy Fifti and do not fight, as 
the New-England Whalers exprefs it, they are eafily (truck 
and fattened, but not above one Third of them are reco* 
vered ; by finking and bewildering themfelves under the 
Ice, two Thirds of them are loft irrecoverably •, the Whale 
Bone Whales kill'd upon the Coaft of New-England^ Terra 
de Labradore y and Entrance of Davis Straits, are fmaller, 
do yield not exceeding 120 to 130 Barrels Oil and 9 Feet 
Bone 1400 lb. wt. they are wilder more agile and do fight. 

Sperma Ceti Whales are to be found almoft every 
where, they have no Bone fo called, fome may yield 60 
to 70 Barrels Oil called Vicious Oil the fitted for Lamps 

or 
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or a burning Light. It is from this "Whale that we have 
the Parmacitty or Sperma Qeti (very improperly fo called) 
the Ancients were at a Lofs whether it was an Animal or 
Mineral Subftance, Schroder a celebrated Pharmacopeia 
Writer about the Middle of laft Century, calls it Aliud 
Genus Bituminis quod Sperma Ceti Officinal vocant, he de- 
scribes it Pinguedo furfurofa producla exhalatione terra; 
Sulphurea. We now find that any Part of its Oil, but 
more abundantly the Head-Matter as the Whalers 
term' it •, if it Hand at Reft and in the Sun will moot into 
Adipous Flealis refembling in fome Manner the Chryftali- 
fation of Salts : Inftead of Sperma Ceti, it ought to be call- 
ed Adeps Ceti,\n the Materia Medica. This fame Whale 
gives the Amber greafe, a Kind of Perfume, as is NLufk z 
Anciently it was by the natural Hiftorjans defcribed as & 
Kind of Bitumen, hence the Name Ambra grifea. Dale a 
noted Author, in his Pharmacologia not long fince pub- 
lifhes it as fuch ; it is now fully difcovered to be fome Pro- 
duction from this Species of Whale, for fome Time ii 
was imagined fome peculiar concreted Juice lodged in a 
peculiar Cyftis ; in the fame Manner as is the Caftoreum of 
the Braver or Fiber Canadenfis, and the Zibethum of the 
Civet- Cat or Hyena fm Cyftis's both Sides of the Ani rima ; 
thus not long fince, fome of our Nantucket Whalers im- 
agined, that in fome (very few and rare) of thefe male 
or Bull Whales, they had found the Gland or Cyftis in 
the Loins near the Spermatids. Organs: Late and more ac- 
curate Obfervations feem to declare it to be fome Part of 
the Ordure, Dung, or Alvine Excrement of the W T haIe - 9 
Squid Fim one of the Newfoundland Baits for Cod, are 
fometimes in Newfoundland caft aftiore in Quantities, and 
as they corrupt and fry in the Sun they become a Jelly 
or Subftance of an Ambergreafe Smell ; therefore as Squid 
Bills are fometimes found in the Lumps of Ambergreafe, 
it may be inferred, that Ambergreafe is fome of ibe Excre- 
ment from Squid Food, with fome fingular Circumftances 
or Difpofitions that procure this Quality, feldom concur- 
ring, thus the Nantucket Whalers for fome Years laft 

* have 
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have found no Ambergreafe in their Whales. The Sper- 
m-Celt Whale has no B^ne or Bale ine in his Mouth, but 
fine white Teeth ; they are molt plenty upon the Coait 
of Virginia and Carolina. 

The Fin-Back, befide two fmall Side Fins, has a large 
Fin upon his Back, may yield 50 to 60 Barrels Oil his 
Bone is brittle, of little or no life, he fwims fwifter, and 
is very wild when (truck. The Bermudians fome Years 
catch 20 of thefe Whales, not in Sloops, but in Whale- 
Boats from the Shore as formerly at Cape-Cod, their Go- 
vernor of Bermudas has a Perquifite of 10 £. out of each 
old Whale. 

The Humpback has a Bunch in the fame Part of his 
Back, inftead of a Fin : The Bone is not good -, makes 
50 to 60 Barrels Oil. 

The Scrag Whale has feveral of thefe Bumps. 

Black Fijh, i. e. Grampus of 6 to 10 Barrels Oil, Bottle- 
iiofe of 3 or 4 Barrels, may (like Sheep) be drove afhore 
by Boats. 

Liver-Oil is reckoned the beft, efpecially for Leather- 
DrefTers. 

Whales are gregarious and great Travellers or PaiTen- 
gers, in the Autumn they go South, in the Spring they 
return Northward. They copulate like neat Cattle, but 
the Female in a fupine Pofture. The True or Whale- 
Bone Whale's Swallow is not much bigger than that of 
an Ox, feed upon fmall Fifh and Sea-Infects that keep in 
Sholes, has only one fmall Fin each Side of his Head of 
no great Ufe to him in fwimming, but with a large ha- 
rizental Tail he fculs himfelf in the Water. The North 
Cape (in N. Lat. 72 d. in Europe) Whales, are of the 
fame fmall Kind as are the New- England, and Entrance 
of Davis Straits : here we may again obferve, that the 
high European Latitudes, are not fo cold as the fame 
American Latitudes, f becaufe 72 d. is the proper N. 

Lat. 

-}- The Cold is much more intenfe in the North Parts of America, 
than in the fame Latitudes in the Northern Parts of Europe. Cape. 

Middkm 
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Lat. in Davis Straits for the large Whales, and the Dutch 
fifh for them long-fide of Fields or large Illands of Ice, 
they ufe long Warps, not Drudges as in New- England. 

Nantucket Men, are the only New-England Whalers at 
prefent •, this Year 1746 not above 3 or 4 Whales 
caught in Cape Cod, the Whales (as alfo the Herrings, 
our Herrings are not of a good Quality ) feem to be, 
drove off from thence. Laft Year Nantucket, brought 
about 10,000 Barrels to Market, this Year they do not 
follow it fo much, becaufe of the low Price of Oil in 



Middlcton gives a difmal Account of his wintering Anno 1 742, at 
Churchill River in Hudfons-Bay N. Lat. 59 d. whereas the French 
Mathematical Mifiionaries at Torneo in Lapland. N. Lat. 66 d. Anno 
1737, to ftation their Triangles for the Menfuration of a Degree of 
Latitude there under the Polar Circle, in Winter did traverfe the 
Mountains. At Enarba near Enera Lake in N. Lat. 69 d. the Coun- 
try is fo populous as to have annual Fairs for Trade. At Wardhus 
70 d. 45 m. in Norway, the King of Denmark keeps a Garrifon. The 
Dutch wintered in Nova Zembla- N. Lat, 75. the Englijb in Greenland 
N. Lat. 7 6 d. 

High North and high South, the moil conflant Winds are Wefter- 
ly, being eddy or reflux Winds, of the Latterly Trade Winds between 
the Tropicks. In the European high Latitudes, as alfo in the Northern 
American high Latitudes, the Winds are generally from the Polar Re- 
gions ; the cold denfer Air, by Reafon of its Gravity, prefTing to- 
wards the Equator, where the Air is more rarified lighter and lefs 
Elajlick ; to prefervc an Equilibrium which is natural to all Fluids : 
In the European high North Latitudes this Wind (it is frequently 
N. W, being a Sort of Diagonal or Compofitiun between the Southerly 
Direction towards the Southern rarified Air, and its Weuerly Reflux 
or eddy Direction) crofics a deep large Ocean, confequently warm 
and mellow : In the American high North Latitudes, thefe Winds 
glide along vaft Continents of Snow and Ice, and confequently more 
and more chilled ; this enpajfant, may be a good Surmife, againft a 
practicable N. W. Paflage, becaufe the warm Ocean and its Influence 
mud be at a great Diftance. This Way of Reafoning does not hold 
good in the high Southern Latitudes, where from this Doclrine the 
Winds ought to be S. W, whereas they are in a Manner fixed at 
N. W, but perhaps may intimate, that there is no Continent of Land 
or Ice to the S. W, and a vaft Ocean to the Weft Northward to 
Windward which by a boifterous hollow Sea carries the Wind along 
with it ; in Faft the Ships that fail'd to near 70 d. S. Lat. feldom 
found any floating Ice. 

I 2 Europe 
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Europe, notwithstanding, this Year they fit out 6 or 7 Vcl- 
feJs for Davis Straits, and fail End of March ; they fome- 
times make Cape Farewell in 15 Days, fometimes in not 
Jefs than fix Weeks. Upon a Peace, they defign to rifh 
"Whales in deep Water, fo far as the V/efl- Indies, and 
Wejlern IJlands. A Whale may keep half an Hour under 
Water without blowing (breathing) but is obliged to 
blow many Times before fhe dives again. 

Some New-England Men a few Years fince attempted 
whaling in the Entrance of Davis Straits, but to no Ad- 
vantage : They generally arrived there too late, in keep- 
ing too near the Labar adore Shore (they kept within 50 
Leagues of the Shore, they mould have kept 1 50 League! 
co Sea) they were embay'd and impeded by the Fields of 
Ice. 

Whales feem to have fome Degree of Sagacity. When 
much diflurbed, they quit their keeping Ground, and the 
Trafts of their ufual Parages (the Whale is a Paffenger 
from North to South, and back again according to the 
Scafons) thus, as to New- England, .formerly for many fuc- 
ceflive Years, they kt in along more by Cape-Cod, there 
was good Whaling in Boats, proper Watchmen afhore by 
Signals gave Notice when a Whale appear'd ; after fome 
Years they left this Ground, and palled further off upon 
the Banks at fome Diftance from the Shore, the Whalers 
then ufed Sloops with Whale-Boats aboard, and this Fifh- 
ery turn'd to good Account : At prefent they feem in 
a great Meafure, to be drove off from thefe Banks, and 
take their Courfe in deep Water, that is, in the Ocean, 
thither upon a Peace our Whalers defign to follow them. 
In Davis Straits, at thefirfl coming of the whaling Ships, 
"Whales are plenty, but afterwards being much difturbed,' 
they become karce, and the Ships return Home, before 
the Inclemencies of the Weather fet in. The whaling 
Seafon in both Greenlands is in May and June •, the Dutch 
fet out for Davis Straits Beginning of March, fometimes 
they are a Month in beating to weather Cape Farewell, 
they do not arrive in the filhirig Ground until May. An. 

J 743> 
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^ 743, perhaps a Medium Year, the Butch had in Davis 
Straits 50 whaling Ships (at Spitjbergen or Eajl-Greenland 
they had 137 Whalers) and got feventy fix and a half 
Whales. 

Obfervation and Experience or Practice improves every 
Affair, formerly the Whalers Ceven at Spitjbergen) ufed 
to tow the Whales they kill'd into Harbours to cut them 
up i at prefent they cut them up at Sea and fave much 
Time : Formerly they whaled in New- England and Ber- 
mudas only with Boats from the Shore (at Bermudas they 
continue Co) afterwards by Sloops upon the adjacent 
Banks, and do now proceed to catch them in deep Water : 
Formerly it was imagined that the True Whale Jived 
upon a Kind of Alga or Sea-Grafs, or upon an ouzy Mud, 
now it is certain that they feed in Sholes of fmall Fifhes 
and Sea- Infects •, formerly our Naturalijls judged, the 
Spartna Ceti and Ambergreaje to be Bitumina Suigeneris ; 
at prefent it is obvious that the firft is only a concreted 
Oil or fleaky Adeps of a certain Species of Whale, the 
other is an indurated Part of the Ordure of the fame Kind 
of Whale when it feeds upon Squids, with other Circum- 
ftancesof Sex,Seafon, &c. and therefore but rarely found. 

Some Years fince the South Sea Company fitted out 
24 large fine whaling Ships, from Mifmanagement it turn- 
ed to no Account, they funk about 100,000 £. St. 

The Britijb Parliament to encourage Whaling, did pafs 
an Act Anno 1733 to continue during the Whaling A&t 5. 
George II ; That there fhould be paid by the Receiver- 
General of the Cuftoms upon their Return as a Premiem 
20/ per Tun. of Shipping, under the following Qualifi- 
cations •, the Ships not be under 200 Tuns, having on 
board 40 Fifhing-Lines of 120 Fathom at lead each, 40 
Harpoon Irons, 4 Boats with 7 Men to each (including 
the Harponeer, Steerfman, and Line-Manager formerly 
employ'd in fuch Voyages) with the Matter and Surgeon, 
in all 30 Men. For Ships exceeding 200 Tuns, for every 
exceeding of 50 Tuns, an Addition of 1 Boat, 6 Men, 

10 
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10 Lines, and 10 Harpoon Irons : Muft carry fix Months 
Provifion : The Oil and Bone to be Duty free. 

This Prolix Digrefllon as containing fome Things that 
are not generally attended to, may be Amufement to the 
Curious ; and does by Anticipation abbreviate the Article 
of Fifhery, in the Hiftory of New -England. 

Ar t i cle 3. 
Some Account of the Difcoveries and firft Settlements in 
America from Europe. 

* The only Europeans Navigators and Planters of A- 
merica are the Spanijh, Portuguefe, Dutch and Enghjh ; 
the Englifh are the proper Subject:- Matter of this Hiftory, 
and their Difcoveries fhall be related in Courfe, the others 
are the Subject: of this Article of the Introduction. 

The Continent of America at a medium Eftimate is 
about 1000 Leagues ("by Leagues we always mean the 
twentieth Part of a Degree on the Meridians) from Europe 
and Africa, upon the intervening Atlantkk or Northern, 
and the Ethiopick or Southern Ocean, the Spaniards call 
the whole Mar del Nort ; from Afia about 2500 Leagues 
upon the intervening South S&a> Pacifick Ocean, or Mar- 
del Zur which is reckoned to extend two Fifths of the 
Eaft and Weft Circumference of the Earth. 

At firft the America Navigations were via Canaries and 
the Caribee-JJlands ; a more direct: Navigation to its fe- 
veral Parts is now practifed •, the Ancients imagined that 
within the Tropicks {non eft habitabilis Aifta) theEarth was 
not habitable, whereas the fine rich Countries of Mexico 
and Peru lies moftly within the Tropicks. 

* Confidering that the Accounts of the Difcoveries and firft Settle- 
ments in America from Europe, publifhed in Englijh by our Hiftorians, 
Geographers and Atlas-Makers are fo confufed and falfe, fo romantick 
and imperfeft ; I am induced by fome Friends to infert fome better 
vouched and digefted fhort Account of the Matter ; this, though not 
inconfiftent with our Subject, will render the Introductory Section, out 
of all Proportion and Symmatry too prolix. 

America 
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America may be divided into the Continents of North- 
America called by the Spanijh Writers America Mexicana, 
the Continent of South-America called by the Spaniards 
America Peruviana, the intermediate Iflhmus or Audience 
of Guatemala, and Groenland North of Davis Straits. 

I. Spanijh Difcoveries and firfl Settlements. 

Chriflopher Colon or Columbus a Genoefe Mariner or Pilot, 
A curious Man in his Way, fedulous in making coafting 
Cards of. his Voyages, and naturally a Projector ; he was 
for fome Years an Inhabitant of Terceras one of the Pbr- 
tuguefe Weftern Iflands, diftant from Newfoundland not 
exceeding 300 Leagues. He went to the Court of Por- 
tugal, propofed Difcoveries upon the Weft Coaft oft. Africa 1 
having for fome Time frequented that Coaft and the * Ca- 
nary Iflands, as he formerly did the Weftern Iflands j con- 
fidering the Sun's diurnal Motion, the Wefterly Winds hi 
certain Seafons blowing with Continuance, driving Pine 
and other fallen Wood afhore, with fome other Symp- 
toms, he conceived that there muft be Land to the 
Weftward. 

Anno i486. Fie 'propofed to the States of Genoa, to 
difcover fome Countries Weftward, or to find a Weftern 

* Canary Iflands fo called, from many Dogs found there ; the Infulte 
fortunate of the Ancients ; were difcovered by fome Guipifcoans for 
the King of CaJIi/e, about ioo Years before Columbus's Difcovery of 
America ; after being relinquifhed for many Centuries by the Europeans : 
the Phoenicians, Carthaginians and Romans are faid to have planted 
Colonies, it is certain they vifited thefe Iflands, although not the leaft 
Veftige of their having ever been there appears. Ptolemy's Canon was 
wrote in Alexandria of Egypt in the fecond Century, and reckons his 
Longitudes from Palma one of the Canary Iflands, 26 d. N. Lat; 
Long, from London, W. 10. d. 44 m. Louis XIII. of France, 
by an Edict commands all French Geographers, Hydragrophers, 
and Mariners in their Journals to begin theif Accounts of Longitude 
from Ferro ( V ljlt de Fir J the Weftemmoft of the Canary Ifland 
20 d. Weft from Par it % accordingly San/on, a noted French Publifher 
of Maps, places his firft Meridian at Ferro ; this is two Degrees further 
Weft t)tfn Tenerij, where De Wit the Dutch Map-Maker fires his 
firft Meridian, 

Pafftge 
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Paffage to the Spice IJlands ; they dcem'dit an idle Fancy 
and took no Notice of it. This feemingly whim Ileal 
Proje&ion, had the fame Fate at the Court of Portugal, 
and with Henry VII. of England, though a Lover of all 
Projects to get Money, and at the Court of France : Af- 
ter 6 Years Solicitation at the Court of Spain, the Moors 
and Saracens being fully expulfed, (they were in Poffef- 
fion about 800 Years) he obtained 3 Ships and 120 Men : 
He faii'd from St. Lucar upon the Difcovery in August 
1492, touched at the Canaries, and from thence in 36 
Days (in thofe Times a tedious Voyage without Sight of 
Land) and landed Oclober 1 1 , on the Ifland Guanchini one 
of Bahama or Lucayo IJlands (fo called becaufe he arrived 
there on St. Luke's Feftival) he called it St. Salvador now 
Cat- Ifland in N. Lat. 25 d •, 76 d. Weft from London, 
and from thence he faii'd to Hifpaniola and Cuba IJlands, 
and Home,carrying with him fome Indians, as a Specimen 
and Vouchers of his Difcoveries : He returned by Way 
of the Azores and arrived March 13 following. 

Anno 1493 Sept. 25, he fet out again with his Brother 
Bartholomew, 17 Sail 1500 Men ; he fell in with the Ca- 
ribee -IJlands, and gave- them Names -at Pleafure, which 
they generally retain to this Day, he touch J d at Jamaica, 
and at Hifpaniola (his 39 Men left there laft Voyage were 
all kill'd by the Indians) and at the Bahamas. 

In his third Voyage, Anno 1498 he made the Ifland 
tfrinidadnear the Mouth of the River Oronoke, and coaft- 
edfrom thence 200 Leagues to Porto- Bello and called that 
Part of the Country Terra Firma, from thence he crofted 
over to his firft Settlement in Hifpaniola. 

His fourth and laft Voyage was Anno 1502 : Upon 
Hs Return to Spain, for Mifdemeanours he was in Dif- 
grace at & p Cpu?t of Spain, while others were making 
further Di \ ^ died in Spain, Anno 1506, '$Efa 

64. Hi: :o fthe other Son died a Batchelor) fuc- 

ceeded hit he Admiralty of the Indies, married the 

Duke 4'4fyj s Daughter* but died without Iffue. 
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Americas Vcfpucius a Florentine was with Columbus in 
his firfh Expeditions. Anno 1502, he left the Spanijh 
Service, and was employed by EmanuelKmg of Portugal^ 
to make Difcoveries in this new Part of the World ; 
he croffed the Equinoftial and made Land in 5 d. South 
Lat. on the Coaft of Guiana, now called Surinam, he 
difcovered Brazil, and took PoiTeffion for the King of 
Portugal, in the Formalities of thofe Times, and continued 
his Range to 50 d. S. Lat. the Severity of the Winter 
ftopt his further Progrefs, he returned Home by Way 
of Africa \ next Year he attempted the fame Voyage, 
but falling in with the Coaft of Africa, he returned, and 
nothing further is recorded of him. The whole Conti- 
nent was called by his Name America. Here is a 
notable Ioftance of the Caprice of Mankind in giving this 
newly difcovered Continent, the Name America inftead 
cf Columbia : Americus made no Settlement, Columbus 
was not only the firft, but alfo the more general Difco- 
verer. of this Land. 

In the Beginning of the Spanijh Settlements there 
were only two Governours, both deputed by D. Diego 
Son of Columbus, Admiral of the Indies, viz. the Gover- 
nour of Cuba and the Governour of Panama. 

Velafquez the firft Governour of Cuba, entirely reduced 
that IQand Anno 15 12, and fuccefiiveiy fent Forces to 
reduce the main Land to no Purpofe ; Ferdinando 
Cortez a Native of Spain, and well acquainted with the 
American Navigation, upon a private Adventure, Anno 
1 5 19, fets out from Spain with eleven Ships 550 Men, 
arrived in the Idand St. Croix, and from thence Weft- 
ward to the Continent, where, as he was informed there 
was much Gold, he landed on the Eaft Side of Jucatan^ 
and thence in the River Tabafco now called Vittoria in 
the Bay of Campechee 17 d. N. Lat, and deftroyed fome 
of Menlezumas, tributary Indians : Having coafted fur- 
ther Weft, he landed his Men at La Vera Cruz, and 
burnt his Tranfporc Ships •, not with a Defign as it is 
commonly imagined, by cutting off any Retreat for his 

K IVLh* 
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Men, to' make them the mare defperate •, but left any* 
of his Men mould draw off and reran? to Cuba and oc- 
cafion the Adventure to iriifczny^Velafqvjz Govemour of 
Cuba, did frequently fend him fuperfc'ding Orders, which 
he disregarded -, and marches with 400 Spanijh Foot, 
i -5- Horfe, and 7 Pieces of^ Cannon, together with feme 
malecontent Indians who joined them. Navarez with 
confiderable Force was fent by Vclafquez to recall 
Cortez, Cortez defeated him, and drove off his Party. 
Cortez had many Skirmilhes with the Indians or Mexi- 
cans, with various Succefs : Montezuma the Chief or 
Emperor of the Indian Tribes and his two Sons, were 
Found dead after one of thefe Skirmilhes ; at Length 
Auguft 13 Anno (521 Mexico and the Mexican Indians 
fubmit to Spain. Notwithftandmg of Cortez repeated 
Refufals or Dffobedience to fuperior Orders, and of his 
Cruelty to the Indians ; being rich, he bought off all 
Complaints at the Court of Spain ; he is made Captain- 
General of New Spain, and continued Generaliffimo until 
Anno 1539, he was recalled and in Spain died a Prifoner 
at targe Dec. 15^5, Mt. 62, his Body was tranfported 
to Mexico and buried there. 

Vafco Nunez de Balboa was the firft who crofled the 
Ijlhmus, Anno 151 3, he fettled at Panama, which conti- 
nued for fome Time the Capita* of the South-Sea Co- 
lonies ; he was foon fuperfeded by Padrarias one of 
Cortez's Commanders, he gave Commiftions to Pizarro 
and Almagra Partners, private Traders for making Dif- 
coveries in Peru ; for Want of fufficient Force, they re* 
turned from their firft Expedition, and differing with 
Padrarias Governor of Panama, Pizarro went home to 
the Court of Spain, and obtained a Commiflion diftincl 
From that of Panama. Pizarro had a Royal Patent for 
200 Leagues along the Shore of Peru> and Almagra fof 
200 Leagues South of this. 

Pizarro a healthy ftout Man, of mean Parentage, of 
no Learning, but very credulous -, ;fet out with 150 

Foot, 
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Foot, and a few Horfe to conquer Peru, he was after* 
wards reinforced by more native Spaniards under Alma~ 
gra •, he arrived Anno 1532 at Cufco the Indian Capital 
of Peru, inhumanly .maifacred many Indians, and Ata- 
laliba the Indian Chief by the Contrivance of Pizarra 
was infidioudy executed by the Spamtrds. . Three Ar- 
ticles were ailed ged againft him. 1. Killing of his Bro-. 
ther. 2. An Idolater. 3. Disaffection to the Spanijh. 
Pizarro and Almagra from Anno 1528 to Anno 1533. 
fubjugated Peru, and Lima the prefent Capital was 
founded. Don Cqflro Anno 1530 with 700 Men from 
Spain, was fent Governor of Peru, Almagra oppofed 
him, defeated, tried and executed him. Aharedo Gover-. 
nor of Guatimala, hearing of Pizarro 's acquiring great 
Riches in Peru, fets out for Peru with an Army of 700 \ 
moftly Horfe, Anno 1535, Pizarro bought him off, he 
returned to Guatimala and left his Troops with Pizarro., 

Almagra was the firft who went upon an Expedition" 
from Peru to Chili Anno 1535*, but foon returned, be- 
ing jealous of his Partner Pizarro. Anno 1540 Pizarra. 
fent Baldivia from Peru to conquer Chili j Baldivia 1541 
built its Capital St. J ago in S. Lat. 34 d. 1.8. Miles from, 
the Ocean, Valparizo is its Barcadier ; he built Baldivia 
in S. Lat. 40 d. calling it by his own Name Anno 1552, 
he continued his Conquefts to the Ifland of Cbiloe in S.. 
Lat. 43 d. at prefent the mod Southern Part of Chili or 
Spanijh Settlements. This Settlement of Chili laboured 
hard for about 50 Years, having continued Wars and 
Confpiracies with the Indians ; Baldivia was killed in a 
Skirmifh with the Indians. There was a general Revolt 
of the Chiloefe Anno 1559. 

Pizarro and Almagra differed much ; Pizarro at 
Length made Almagra Prifoner, and by a formal Court 
of Juftice was put to Death, and the Pizarroh feized 
his Government* Property and Treafure. Almagra's 
Partizans Anno 1541 did affaffinate Pizam at Lima, 
and feized fiis Treafure. Ahnagrds Son afifumes the 
Government. Bhfco Nunez Vela. a new Vice- Roy was 
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fent from Spain, he was oppofed by the Pizarro Faction, 
and kill'd in an Engagement Anno 154.6. Thus the 
Pizarro's became Matters of all America in the South 
Sea, and to fave Peru, the Court of Spain was obliged 
to temporize, and appointed one of the Pizarro* s Vice- 
Roy of Peru -, but foon after this Gafco a cunning Man 
with 1600 veteran Spaniards, was fent over as Prefident 
of the Royal Court with great Powers : The Vice Roy 
Gonzallo Pizarro had a Difference with him ; Pizarro 
is defeat, tried and executed. There were feveral other 
Jnfurrections, fo that until Anno 1554. King Philip of 
Spain could not be faid to be in peaceable PofTefiicn of 
Peru. 

* For above Fourfcore Years after the firft SpamjM 
Difcoveries in America no European Nation attempted any 
Settlement there. 

Cortez's Ships fent to the Moluccas or Spice- IJIands by 
"Way of the South-Sea were deftroy'd by the Portuguefe, 
and the Project mifcarried. 

The Spaniards had fcarce any Communication with 
the Philippine and Ladrones Iflands until Anno 1542, 
they made no great Progrefs in fettling of them till Anno 
1564, when the Vice- Roy of Mexico Tent a Fleet to fettle 
Colonies and eftablifh a Trade there between Mexico, 
and Japan and China. The Philippines have no Trade 
with Europe. The Ladrones are a Place of Refrefhment 
between Mexico and the Philippines. It is faid, that 
Anno 1732, the Court of Spain had formed a Project to 
fettle an Eaji-India Company to the Philippine Iflands 
by Way of the Cape of Good- Hope, it came to nothing. 

The Coaft of New-Spain (properly Mexico only is call- 
ed New Spain, as that Part of the Britifc Settlements in 
America, between the Provinces of New-Tork and Nova- 



* I here annex ibme mifcellaneous loofe Hints concerning the 
Country and Affairs of the Spanijb Weft -Indies. 

In the considerable Sea- Ports where the Latitudes, Longitudes, and 
the temporary Variations of the Compafs or Magnatick- Needle are 
well afcertained, I mention them and adduce my Vouchers. 

Scotia 
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Siotia, only is called New-England) or Spanifh America, 
may in a few Words be defcribed thus. The Garrifon 
of St. Juguftine in the Gulph of Florida N. Lat. 29 d. 
here is no Settlement. • The fmall Settlement of Penfa- 
cola in the Bay of Appalachie of the Bay of Mexico about 
120 Leagues due Weft from Augujline and only 15 
Leagues Eaft from V JJle Dauphine a French Fort and 
Settlement, confequently in a bad Neighbourhood. After 
an Interruption of a French Sea-Line (Louifianaox Mif~ 
fifippi Country) upon the North Shore of the Gulph of 
Mexico of about 180 Leagues, from Penfacola to St. Ber- 
nard or St. Louis's Bay ; the Coaft of New Spain begins 
again and extends to the River Oranoke in about 9 d. N. 
Lat. After another Interruption of a Sea-Line fettled by 
the Dutch called Surinam, and the following fmall French 
Settlement of Cayenne, and the fine rich large Portuguefe 
Settlement of Brazil -, to the River of Plate : The Span- 
iards have not fettled much upon the Ocean, but run 
up this River and communicate with Peru and Chili. 
From the River of Plate in S. .Lat. 35 on the Eaft 
Ocean to Cape-Horn, and from Cape-Horn along 
the Shore of the Weft Ocean or South Sea, to 
Chiloe in S. Lat. 43 d. the Coaft is a defert. From 
River of Plate to Cape-Horn, the Navigation is good, 
the Soundings are very regular, being 60 to 80 
Fathom, at 30 to 40 Leagues from the Land. From 
the Ifland of Chiloe in S. Lat. 43 d. to Cape St. Lucar 
of California in N. Lat. 24 d. is the South Sea Spanifh 
Coaft of Chili, Peru, the IJthmus, and Mexico. 

Many of the Spanifh Settlements or Provinces are fo 
feparated by Mountains and Deferts, they cannot be af- 
fifting to one another. The Spaniards have not fettled 
exceeding 200 Leagues North from the City of Mexico. 
-In the Country of Mexico fcarce any Gold, their Silver 
Mines are not fa rich, but are eafier wrought than thofe 
of Peru. The Quick-Silver for refining, comes from 
Old Spain and is a confiderable Article in the King of 

Spain's 
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Spain's- Revenue. Peru produces Quick-Silver fufficient 
for its felf : In Chili Silver is fcarcer than Gold. 

From Mexico to Lima in- Peru the Country is full of 
rocky Mountains, fcarce or very ill inhabited : North of 
Mexico and South of Peru are good Countries. Upon 
the Coaft of Peru and Chili from 7 d. N> Lat. to 38 d. 
S. Lat. the Winds are generally Southerly, and extend 
140 to j£o Leagues Weft from the Shore. Chili reaches 
From the Ifland Chiloe 43 d. to 25 d. S. Lat. Peru from 
thence to the Equinoclial. Chili and Peru are narrow 
Strips of Land upon the South Sea ; from the Andes 
a Chain of Mountains running North and South, not 
exceeding 20 or 30 Leagues from this Shore. Peru may 
be divided into the Sea Coaft, the high Lands* and this 
Ridge of Mountains, where all the cloudy Vapours feem 
to condenfe and fettle into Rain, there it rains almoft in- 
cefTantly, but upon the Sea Coaft fcarce any Rain. 

In the Weft-India Iflands the Shores are generally, ei- 
their Sandy Bays or Mangrave Trees. In the Weft Indies 
between the Tropicus, they have Tides or Reciprocations 
of .Air or Winds, as well as of Seas, but not from the 
fame Caufe *, the firft arifes from the ViciiTitudes of Day 
and Night, that is from the Shore or Land being heated 
and cooled alternately, the other is from the Influence of 
the Moon. 

In South- America is the longeft Chain of Mountains 
upon Earth, called the Andes or Cordilleras, extending 
from 10 d. N. Lat. to above 50 d. S. Lat. near the Straits 
of Magellan, not many Leagues from the Shore of the- 
^"Weft or South Sea. 

In all New-Spain there are but four great Rivers, and 
they all fall into the Eaft Sea viz. 1. Rio Grande, or de 
la Madalane, venting into the Bay of Mexico near Car- 
thagena ; upon this River up the Country (lands St. Fe> 
the Capital of the Audience of Terra- Firma. 2. River 
of Oranoke which difcharges into the Eaft Sea, as do the 
following. 3, River of Amazons. And 4. Rio de la 
Plata near its Head Hands the City of La Plata, the 

Capital 
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Capita] of the Audience of Los Charcas, a Branch of it 
called Paragua comes from the Northward, and feems na- 
turally to be the Weftern Boundary of Brazil. From 
the Andes there run few Rivers into the South Sea 3 of 
ihort Courfe, fmall, and very rapid. 

In all the Spanijh Settlements I find only two great 
Lakes mentioned fin the Northern Parts of North- Ame- 
rica we have many, efpecially the five great Lakes or 
Sea's in Canada.) i. The City of Mexico ftands between 
two communicating (therefore called the Lake of Mex- 
ico) divided by a Cafway leading to the City, built in 
this Situation for its better Security, the upper Lake if 
frefh, the other falryf* they receive Runs of Water, but 
have no Vent. 2. Titiaco in Peru, S.'Lat. 17 d. oV a- 
bout 80 Leagues Circumference, it communicates with 
a leffer Lake Paria, about 50 Leagues further South, 
it is fait, receives Rivulets, but has no Vent. 

The Vice-Roys, Prefidents, Governors, and all other 
principal Royal Officers, are Natives of Old Spain i as 
are alfo their Arch-Bifhops and Bifhops. 

The Church- Jurifdiction confifts of five Arch-Bifhops, 
Mexico, St. Domingo, St. Fe, Lima, and La Plata y and 
about 30 Bifhops. 

The Civil Jurifdi&ion confifts of, the Vice-Roy of 
Mexico comprehending the * Audiences of Mexico, Gua- 
dalagara and Guatimala, the Vice-Roy of Peru compre- 
hending the Audiences of Quito, Lima, and Los Charcas, 
and the independant Audiences of St. Domingo (for all 



*, — 



f From the gradual Increafe of the fait Impregnation of this Lake, 
that of litauico in Peru, the Mediterranean Sea, and others in 
Europe, in a Succeffion of many Ages ; Dr. Halley propofed to £nd 
Out the Age or Standing of our Earth : This with his two Setts of 
Magnatick Poles to account for the Variations of the Compafs ,-' are 
the only Whims (though plcafantly amufing) that perhaps this Man 
of great Genius and Induftry, ever publifhed. 

* Audiences are fupreme royal Jurifdiftions and Courts, to which 
the Provincial arid other Courts may appeal ; but from thefe Au- 
diences there lies no Appeal but to the Council of the Indies in Ott 
Sptin. 

the 
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the Iflands) St. Fe, Pano.ma and Chili, I obferve that the 
Orders from the Court of Spain Anno 1728, for a Sut- 
penfion of Arms to the feveralindependant Commanders 
in New- Spain, are directed to the Vice-Roy of Mexico, 
to the Vice- Roy of Peru, to the Captain-General of the 
Province and City o f Carthagena, to the Governor and 
Captain-General of the Province of Tcrra-Firma, to the 
Prefident of Panama, to the Governor of Buenos-Ayres, 
and to the Commander of the Galeons. 

Their molt confiderable Towns and Sea-Ports are 
Mexico the Metropolis, in about 20 d. N. Lar. inland, 
no Water- Carriage near it ; its Barcadier for the Phi- 
lippines is Aquapulco upon the South-Sea 16 d. 40 m. N. 
Lat. Diftance 90 Leagues •, further North of Aquapulco 
are no Places of Note, and for 140 Leagues South oi 
Aquapulco is a meer Defert. Its BaFcadier for Eurcpe ; 3 
La Vera Cruz -, the Mart or Fair for Goods from Eu- 
rope by the Flota, Flotilla Azogucs, and the Britijh annual 
Ship is at Jalapa 30 Leagues inland. Mexico Hands upon 
more Ground, but is not fo populous as Brijlol in Eng- 
land, is built with a rough hard Stone (no free Stone) ; 
an open Town. La Vera Cruz by the Obfervations. of 
Mr. Harris who relided there, Anno 1727, and as adjuft- 
ed by Dr. Halley, is in N. Lat. 19 d. 12 m. W. from 
London, 97 d. 30 m. Variation at that Time 2 d. 15 m. 
Eafterly. 

Carthagena is the fecond good Town belonging to 
the Spaniards upon the Eaft Side of America : From 
the fame Immerfions and Emerfions of Jupiter's firft 
Satellite, obferved at Carthagena Anno 1722 by Don 
Harrare principal Engineer, and by M. Pound and Brad- 
ley at IVanfted (28 horary Minutes Eaft from London) 
Carthagena is W. from London 75 d. 30 m. Longitude, 
Carthagena was taken by Sir Francis Brake Anno 1585* 
he brought away in Money, Cannon and other Effects 
the Value of 60,000 £. SterJ. the Sicknefs amongft his 
Men obliged him to return, fooner than he defigned, by 
the Gulph of Florida^ and a beginning Settlement in 

Virginia : 



Of the Settlements in America.' Yi 

Virginia : Ponti with a large Squadron, a private Adven- 
ture, Anno 1699, reduced it and brought off the Value 
of eight Millions of Livres : Admiral Vernon with a 
very large Sea and Land Force of Great-Britain and of 
Britifi North- America came off re infefta, Anno 1742. 

Buenos Ay res is from London W. J h. 52 m, or 
"W. Long. 58 d. by Pere Feu'ille's Observation of the 
Occultation of a fixed Srar by the Moon, Anno 1708, 
and as computed by Dr. HalTey for London. From the 
Entrance of the River of Plate on' the Eaft Ocean, tci 
St. Jago the Capital of Chili on the Weft Ocean, nearly 
in the fame Latitude of 34 d. South, the Width of 
South- America is 18 d. in Longitude, or 300 Leagues only. 

All the Trade from Old Spain to New Spain does not 
employ exceeding 50 Ships (a fmall Nurfery for Navi- 
gation) The Spaniards have generally a Squadron of 
King's Ships at Carthagena, a fmall Squadron at Callaa^ 
the Barcadier of Lima ; a Ship or two at La Vera Cruz 
called the Barlevenlo Armada, being generally one 50 
Gun Ship and one Snow ; they fet out from La Vera 
Critz of Mexico in December with Money to pay the 
Judges, Clergy and Troops in the Havana, St. Domingti, 
Porto- Rico, and Comanas ; a private Ship is hired to 
carry the Fay to St. Aiiguftine. The Ships at the /__■- 
vana are only occafional : The Armada does not touch 
at Carthagena, it being the Barcadier of St. Fe, the Ca- 
pital of Terra Firma, which produces much Gold. 

There is yearly a Licence for 4000 or 5000 Tun of 
dry Goods to be Ihipt for New-Spain from Cadiz, annu- 
ally but alternately by the Flota for La Vera Cruz, 
and by the Galeons for Carthagena, the Barcadier of St. 
Pe or Terra Firma, and for Porto-Bello the Barcadier for 
Panama and Peru. The Indulto or Duty to the King 
upon ihipt and regiftered Gold, Silver, Cochineal, &c. 
is from 7 to 14 per Cent : The Azogues or Kings* Quick- 

• { Silver 

■ . ■ ' _______ — - ■ - 

. * The Azogues Quick Silver is only for refining the Mexico Silver. 
Vou produces native Cinnabar, theOar of $>uick Silwr ; the i^uick Sil- 
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Silver Ships have Licences for fome dry Goods. The 
Galeons from Porto-Bello may at a Medium bring home 
25 Millions Pieces of Eight, the Flota from La Vera 
Cruz about 16 Millions, befides what is fhipt off in the 
Regifter Ships. N. B. The Council of State in Holland 
Anno 1708 made a Report that Spain brought from the 
Weft-Indies during the Ccurfe of the laft Century about 
20 Millions Dollars per Annum. 

The Regifter Ships are all upon the fame Footing ; 
we mail only inftance from the Canaries, they are allow- 
ed 4 or 5 Regifter Ships of about 150 Tuns each, viz. 
2 to Havana, 1 to Caraccas, 1 to Campeche, 1 to St. Jago 
de Cuba, to carry no dry Goods, only Wines and Bran- 
dies, may bring home Silver, and coarfe Goods, viz. 
Sugar, Hides, Snuff, &c. but no Cochineal, Indigo, &c, 
are generally 1 2 Months upon the Voyage. 

A Digreffton. A Jhort Hijiory of the South Sea Com- 
pany Affairs. 

This was projected by Harley Earl of Oxford, and 
Prime Minifter at that Time, to induce the Creditors of 
the Government to be eafy, and to incorporate their 
Debts into a joint Stock, with Profpect of great Profit : 
But as they are not properly a Brittfh Settlement in Ame- 
rica, I am obliged to annex this to the introductory Ar- 
ticle of Spanijh Settlements. 

9. Anna. A Parcel of the publick Debts and Defi- 
ciencies were incorporated by the Name of the South-Sea 
Company, being in all 10,000,000 £. Sterl. with an 
Annuity of 6 per Cent. The Company to remain for 
ever, though the Funds appropriated to them fhould be 
redeemed y their Limits are, on the Eaft Side of Ami- 

wr Mines of Peru were difcovered Anno 1 567. 

Virgin Silver is fpungy and brittle, being fo called from its having 
no mixture of alloy or impregnation, but in the ftate in which the Quick 
Silver left it. Other Metals with the Denomination Virgin (Gold, Cop- 
per) fignify Grains or Lumps of natural Metal, requiring little or no 
refining. riea$ 
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rica 9 from the River Oronoke to Cape Horn {Surinam and 
Brazil not included) and from thence on the Weft Coaft 
of America, to the Northernmoft Part of America (all 
other Traders, within thefe Bounds, to forfeit VefTel and 
Cargo) to go and return by the South Capes of America^ 
and never to fail above 300 Leagues Weft of the Ame- 
rican Continent, N. B. This feems to interfere with the 
Limits of the Ea ft- India Company's exclufive Navigation, 
which by Charter is to the Weft Entrance of Magellan's 
Streights. 

I find from the publick Reports, that the Ballance 
or neat Profit of the South-Sea Trade for 10 Years pr- 
eceding Anno 1734, amounted only to 32,260 £. SterJ. 
The South-Sea Company was only a Cant Name. Their 
whole Trade and Bufinefs was only the AJfiento for 4800 
Negroes per Annum, and an annual Ship of dry Goods 
of 500 Tuns, whereof the King of -Spain had one Quar- 
ter of the Profits^ and the Crown of England another 
Quarter. 

The Spaniards have no Guinea Trade of their own, 
and but little Navigation from Old Spain to New or 
America Spain ; they have been obliged from Time to 
Time to contract with fome European maritime Power 
for a Supply of Negro Slaves : In King James II. and 
King William's Reigns, they contracted with "Don Ni- 
colas Porcio a Spaniard ; his Agent Don Cajlillo refided 
in Jamaica, and was knighted by King William, Sir 
James Cajlillo. The Portuguefe loft by their Contract: ; 
and by the Treaty of Baden, Spain was to pay to Por- 
tugal 600,000 Crowns, for Money due on the AJfiento 
Contract and otherways. After the Portuguefe, the 
French had the Contract, but never furnifhed the Num- 
bers ftipulated. Their Place of Refrefhment was on the 
N. W. Side of Hifpaniola or St. Dominque as the French 
call it, which gave them a further Footing upon that 
Ifland : The Time of their Contract being expired, the 
Britifh South Sea Company, had the Contract upon the 
following Terms. 

The 
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The Contract was for Thirty Years from ik&y i . 1 7 J 3? 
and upon the Expiration thereof three Years more al- 
lowed to fettle their Affairs •, the South- Sea Company or Af- 
fientifts tofurnifti annually 4800 merchantable^?^ Slaves 
of both Sexes, paying to the King of Spain Thirty 
Three and a Third Pieces of Eight per Slave in Lieu of 
ail Duties upon 4000 of that Number ; may import if 
they pleafe more than the. ftipulated Number, the Over- 
plus paying only half that Duty, may carry 1200 of thefe 
Slaves yearly in four Ships to the River of Plata for the 
Ufe of that Country and of the Country of Chili -, may 
be brought into any Port of New-Spain where are Span- 
ijh Royal Officers ; may be fold for any Price, except- 
ing upon the Windward Coaft, viz. at Comana, Mara- 
caibo, and Sanfta Martha, where the Price mall not ex- 
ceed 300 Pieces of Eight -, may tranfport the Slaves 
Coaft Ways from Panama along the Shore of the South 
Sea in Ships of about 400 Tuns • they are allowed not 
exceeding fix Btitim in one Factory ; may have in each 
Factory a Judge Confervator, a Spaniard of their own 
chufing ; the /IJJientQ Ships not to be detain'd or embar- 
goed upon any Account 5 may make their Returns in 
the Company's Ships, Flota or Gahons Duty free j may 
fearch and feize any Veffels trading with Slaves upon 
the Coaft ; they are not to trade in any other Mer- 
chandize ; the Crown of Great- Britain and the Crown 
of Spain to be concerned each one Quarter in the Trace, 
and to fettle Accounts once in five Years. In Cafe of 
a War the Jfficnto fliall be fufpended and eighteen 
Months allowed to carry off the Effects. Confidering 
the Loffes which former JJfientijls have fuftained, and to 
prevent any other Kind of Trade, the King of Spain 
during the Continuance of this Contract, allows a Ship 
of 500 Tuns yearly with dry Goods, one Quarter of 
the clear Profit to the King of Spain, and 5 per Cent 
Duty upon the other three Quarters ; they are not to 
fell their Goods, but in the Times of the Fairs 1 
the Arrival of rhe Flota or Galeons, the Queen or 
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of Great-Britain was alfo to have one Quarter of the neat 
Gain, but this was afterwards given up to the Company. 

The South-Sea Company AJfiento Agents were fettled 
for fome Time at Barbadoes for the Caraccas and Ma- 
racaibo Bufinefs, and at Jamaica for the Reft of that 
Trade. Jamaica lies the mod convenient for carrying 
on this Affair. 

The South-Sea Company have tried three Methods 
of carrying on their Negro Bufinefs, viz. by their own 
Ships, by Contract, and by Chance purchafe from pri- 
vate Traders, this laft was the cheapeft : Anno 1721 
they contracted with the African Company for a Supply 
of 3600 Negroes, two Thirds Males, Six Sevenths to 
be from 16 to 30 JEt. the other Seventh to confift of 
equal Numbers .of Boys and Girls, none under 10 7£t. 
the contracted Price was 22 £, 10/ Sterl. per Piece for 
Gold Coaft, Jackin, and Whidaw Negroes ; iS£.iof. 
Sterl. for Angola Slaves. For fome Years they farmed 
out fome of their AJfiento Factories. 

The South-Sea Company's Effects In New Spain have 
been twice feized ; Anno 171 8 upon our destroying the 
Spanijh Armada near Sicily y and Anno 1727 when Gib- 
raltcr was befieged ; I fhall not in this Place mention 
the Seizures in the Beginning of this prefent War. 
Mr. Keene for feveral Years had from the Company 
1500 £. Sterl. per Ann. as their Agent at the Court of 
Spain. The Court of Spain make a Demand of 68,000 £. 
Sterling, arifing moftly from a different Way of rec- 
koning the Dollars payable as Duty •, the South-Sea 
Company reckon at 42 d. Sterl. per Dollar, the Court 
of Spain reckon at 52 d. Sterl. per Dollar, the reft was 
the King of Spain's Quarter of the neat Gains of the 
annual Ship the Royal Carolina. On the other Side the 
South Sea Company alledge the frequent Seizure of their 
Effects, and Refufals of Licences or Chedulas at Times, 
as Damages to be taken to Account being one and a half 
Million Dollars Damages fuftain'd ; this Affair is not as yet 
determined ; it is faid that the Majority of the South- 
Sea 
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Sea Directors, at the Defire of the Miniftry of that Time, 
had agreed to pay the 68,000 £. Sterl. upon a Prolon- 
gation of the Term of their Trade, and a fpeedy Re- 
imburfement of the one and half Million Damages. 

The next Part in the South-Sea Company Hiftory, is 
a difmal, and for many Ages not be forgotten Tran fac- 
tion, A Bubble, an Epidemical, Malignant, and Mortal 
Diftemper of Bodies Politick ; it came by Way of France, 
where it was called MiJJifippi, with us it was called South- 
Sea -, laying afide Allegory, it is a notorious Inftance of 
the bad Conftitution of Paper Effects, I mean Paper 
common Currency and Transfers ; and as it has fome 
Affinity with our Plantations Paper Currency, I hope it 
may be of Political Ufe, with the cotemporary Mijjijipp * 
and French Bank Hiftory annexed by Way of An- 
notations ; it does alfo by Anticipation take off 
fome Paragraph, which muft have been premifed in the 

Article 

* This Note naturally fnould belong to the tranfient Account to 
be given of the French Colonies ; but as it ferves to illurtrate our 
South-Sea Bubble, a fatal Imitation of Mr. Lew's Project ; we have 
previoufly introduced it here ; and the annexed Account of fhe Fate 
of the Royal Bank of France (which was linked to the Mijfijippi- 
Bubble) projected Paper- Currency for France may be a proper Warn- 
ing or Beacon to our America Paper-Money Colonies. 

Never was fuch a barefaced iniquitous Scheme endeavoured to be 
put in Execution ; their Confidence was in the legiflative Power, 
which they imagined, could do any Thing, though inconfiftent with 
natural Juftice. The Subject of this Annotation, will remain a cu- 
rious Incident in Hiftory. That a private Terfon Mr. Law, Pro- 
jector of the Miss isippi Company .Bubble (this Name appear'd too 
chimerical, it afterwards affumed and ftill retains the Name of the 
French India Company) fhould fo infatuate, impofe upon, or bubble, 
in a moft publick Manner, the politer Part of Mankind ; future Ages 
will be aftonifhed, fcarce credit, but admire. He rofe the Stock of 
a Chimerical Company from 60 to 70 per Cent, difcount (their firft 
Stock or Subfcription was 60 Millions of Livres in State Bills, or 
national Debts fettled at 60 or 70 per Cent, difcount) to 19 Hundred 
per Cent, advance. 

By adding to this 60 Million Subfcription in State-Bills, 40 Mil- 
lions more, Money Subfcription ; their Stock became one Hundred 
Millions, and by the King's afiigning to them the Farm upon To- 
bacco 
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Article of Plantation Paper Currencies. Perhaps it may 
be fome Amufement to the Curious, hitherto it has not 
by any Writer been fet in a ftrong full and compacted 
Light. Mr. 



bacco which then was farmed at 4 Millions with the Farmer's Profit 
computed to 3 Millions more, made 7 per Cent, to the Proprietors : 
This gave them a great Credit, and their Stock rofe much above 
Par ; next, the E aft -India and China Company was incorporated 
with it, Anno 17 18, and Aclions rofe to 200 for 100 original. Bv 
feven fuccefSive Subscriptions of 60, 40, 25, 25, 50, 50, 50 Millions, 
it became in all 300,000,000 Livres Principal or Original Stock' 
Their Fund, or Government Annuity upon which they were to divide 
Was given out by Mr. Law to be as follows, 

The Farm, and its neat Profits of Tobacco 7 Millies 

Profits in the India Trade i 2 

Out of the Crown's general Revenue 41- 

Out of the five great Farms of Imports 30 

Profits (imaginary) in Time from Mijfiftppi 7 

Fifhery, fole TrafEck of Bullion, &c. 25 

Coinage - 

. , 13' Millions 

is better than 43 per Cent, on the Original Stock. 

In Sept. 1 7 19, the Subscriptions (as abovej taken in for increafinr 
their Stock were at 10 for 1, and thofe Subscriptions were negociat- 
ed at Cent per Cent, that is 1 Principal fold for 20, the Subscription* 
were to be made good by partial Payments : But as many of the 
bubfenbers could not make their fubfequent Parts of Payments with- 
out Seiling out their former Stock ; old Aftions fell to 760 for 100 
(notwithstanding of this precedent Warning, our South-Sea Bubble 
fpl.t upon the very Same Rock) but by enlarging the Times for th* 
bubfcnption Payments, and the Intcreft of their Loans to the Crown 
being augmented, Stock- roSe again to 1200 or 1300, their Privileges 
being continued to Anno 1770. 

The Money which the Company gained by the advanced Prices 
upon the ieveral Additions from Time to Time made to their Stock 
was lent to the King at a certain Intereft ; with this Money the 
King paid off or reduced the State Debts or Annuities in the Town- 
Houfe of Pans from 4 to 3 per Cent Intereft ; which was a Sarins 
cf about 1 2 Millions per Annum to the King. 

In January N. S. 1720 the King had granted to the MiMppi alias 
India Company, the Management and Administration of the Royal 
Bank. About the fame Time the King fold to the Company/his 
Stock, confiding of 100 Millions of Livres Original, for 000 Million, 
^r/res in partial Payments. Thus the King fold all his Stock at 

on C e 
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Mr. John Law born in Edinburgh Scotland, began his 
Plan of the Miffyippi Bubble in jFhw, Anno i 71 7, of 
which he was afterwards conftitutecl Principal Director, 
and at Length Controller General of the Finances of 
France. He was the moil noted Man in Europe for a 
Gamefter and Bubler ; he was perfwaded that Paper 
Effects or Paper Currency, and Transfers, admitted of 
the greateft Latitude for publick Cheat. In our Ameri- 
can Colonies, after having reduced the Denomination of 
Five Shillings Sterl. to a heavy Piece of Eight and from 
this having reduced it to light Pieces of Eight fo far as 
the Cheat could go •, they fell into a Paper-Currency $ 
whofe intrinfick Value being nothing, its imaginary Va- 
lue admitted of any Reduction ; at prefent in New- 
England, by this Connivance and Management, a Perfon 
who pays an old Debt, of Book, Note or Bond, in the 
prefent Paper Currency j pays only one in ten or two 



Shillings in the Poum 



Impregnated 



ence by Contract for Mont/ .- Thus the Directors and other gredt 
Men who were in the Secret, fold out their own South-Sea check 
when the Affair was tending towards a Crifis. 

This MijfiJippi-BubLlf began to collapfe in the End of /'/••; 171?, 
and Mr. Laws became a Profugifs ; to keep up the Aitair fo far 
and fo long as it could be ; the Company not being able to con 
with the Payment of the 900 Million Livres in Money, the King ac- 
cepts again of his 100 Millions Livres in Original AclioriS fan Ori- 
ginal Share or Adtion was 1000 Livres ) ; and upon the King 
and Company's annihilating fome of their Actions, they were 
reduced to 200 Millions of Actions, the old Actions were called in and 
a new Tenor of Actions given for the fame, and it was refolved that 
for three Years next following, the Dividend per Annum, fhould be 
200 Livres per Adlion, which is 20 per Cent ; and a Royal Society 
is erected to infure this at 3 per Cent Premium. As there remained 
a Number of Aclions, the Property and in Poffeffionof the Company; 
all Perfons who formerly fold out, were ordered to buy in again, a? 
the Rate of 13500 Livres per Action, in Bank Bills to be burnt. 
Notwithstanding of all thefe labouring Expedients, the People's Pan- 
nick could not be'ftopt, and the Company fell into a languilhing State, 
it is not to our Purpofe to profecute this Affair any further. 

This Spring 1747, &? Fnnch hdja Qompanf$ Actions are at 
I0 45- That 
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Impregnated by the Projection of Mr. Law (excufe 
the Metaphor) a national Bubble began to be hatched int 
England; at Length End of January Anno 1719,20 
the Bank and South -Sea Company bid handfomely (that 
is apparently great Sums for the Benefit of the Publicly 
upon one another ; to have all the other publick Debts 
ingrafted into their Stocks ; the South Sea Company 

carried 

That a Paper Currency with any Profit or Duration can never fu- 
perfede a Gold r.nd Silver Currency will appear by the following 
Abort Hiftory of" the Royal Bank of Frcv.cc. 

Mr. Lava in Aid of the Miffifippi Bubble, projected the Rnyal 
; in tht following Gradations, i. All Officers of the Revenue.; 
were to receive Bank-BSls or Notes. 2. By the King's Edict Anno 
17(9, Bank-Notes were fixe J at 3 per Cent better than Gold or Silver 
Coin ; Eank-Bills in the Beginning of Summer Anno 1 719 were in- 
treafed to 400 Millions of Livres (a Livre is in Value about 1 1 d. 
Sterl.) ia the End of Summer the French Court gave out (thus 6.0 
tome of the Legifiatures in cur Paper-Money Colonies) that this 
Sum was not fufficient for a Circulation, and 1 zo Millions more were! 
made. In Otlober 120 Millions more, and foor ^fter 360 Millions 
more ; being in all 1000 Millions of Livres, which is about 46 
Millions Pound Sterling, which is mere than all the Banks in Europe 
gut together do circulate. 3. Next Spring in March, N. S< Anna 
1720 by an Edict Gold and Silver was gradually to be lowered, and 
■ fome Months forbid to have any Currency, wtth the Penalties 
cf counteiband Goods, if found in any Perfon's Pofleffion ; Bank- 
Note,s and Mijjiftppi Transfers to be the only Currency, the Impor- 
tation of Gold and Silver Species is forbid ; even the Payment of 
foreign Bills of Exchange, though fpeciued, rnuft be made in Bank- 
Notes. 4. As the Court of France had been for many Years in the 
Practice of altering the current Coin, for the Profit of their King % 
Mr. Lg-m proceeded to make a like Experiment, upon their Paper 
Currency ; by an Edict of May 21. 1720, Bank Notes were to be 
reduced gradually (the MiJ/jjtpii or India Company's Actions, were 
at the fame Time and in the fame Manner, reduced from io,~ 
Livres, their ftated Price, to 5,000 Livres) fo that after fome Months 
•v. g. 1000 Livres Bank-Note was to pafs for only 500 Livres : 
This occasioned fuch an univerfal Murmuring, that Mr. Law was 
obliged, to favc himfelf from the Rage of the Populace, by leaving 
the Kingdom, and thereby confeFir^ himfelf, a moft EcrXcious 
Cheat : To appeafe the People, who fufpecled Frauds in the Li- 
ma Company and Bank, the Court appointed fham Commiffaries td 
iufpeft their Books ; they icon made a favourable Report, and that 

M they 
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carried it by bribing fome of the Legitlature and fome 
in the Adminiftration by taking up great Quantities of 
Store for their Ufe. Mr. Walpole, doubtlefs, had a feel- 
ing, but fecret and cautious Concern in this Affair of 
Corruption •, and as the South-Sea Bubble came near its 
Crifis, he fkreened himfelf, by being made Pay- Matter 
General of the Land-Forces, the Earl of Sunderland May 
27. 1720 being made firft Commiffioner of the Treafury 
in his Room : Walpole did not re-enter himfelf, 
as firft Commiffioner of the Treafury, until April 
172 1, the Storm being over ; and we may ob- 
fcrve that next Month, the Parliament allowed the 
South-Sea Company Directors, large Sums out of their 
forfeited Eftates, the Parliament being then under the 
Direction of Mr. Walpole ; and towards the End of the 
fame Year, by the Direction of our Prime Minifter, Ad- 
miral Morris landed Mr. Laws, a Fugitive from France, 
in England (Mr. Laws at that Time was in Cafh, the 
proper Bait for Corruption) he introduced himfelf by 
buying ofT the Appeal of the Relations, and producing 
at the Bar of the King's Bench, the King's Pardon for 
the Murder of Edward Wilfon, Elq; (Beau Wilfon) An. 
1694, he was difcharged ; but his Arrival in England 
being canvafifed in Parliament, and his infamous Bubble 
in France being much clamoured againft by the Popu- 
lace (Mr. Walpole, a confummate Politician, by Experi- 
ence, at Times found that the Von Populi was the Supre- 
ma Lex, witnefs the Excife Projection upon Wines and 
Tobacco) his Addrefs, his Money, the Countenance of 
ihe Court, avail'd nothing ; he went off, and died ot> 

they found in the India Company a Fund for above 300 Millions 
Livres Original Stock, the Nation were not fatisfied, it Hill remain'd 
in a Ferment or Fret, Mr. Law was obliged to abfcond May 29, 
and rdign his great Office of Controller General of the Finances, 
and the Seals were taken from M. AArgenfon his Accomplice : May 
31, the Edift of lag March for gradually abolifhing a Gold and Silver 
Currency was revoked ; and by Odober following Eank-Noteshad 
no longer a Currency, nothing was taken in Payments, but Gold 
and Silver Species, 

fcurely 
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fcurely in Germany •, may this be the Exit of all notori- 
ous Cunning leading Impoftors in any human Society or 
Government ! 

The South-Sea Propofak were accepted by the Houfe 
of Commons Feb. i. 1719,20, and had the Royal Af- 
fent April 4. following. They were allowed to ingraft 
the irredeemable long and fhort Annuities, and the Re- 
deemables of 5 and of 4 per Cent per Annum Intereft 
(the Bank and Eaft-India Company Annuities or Stock 
hot included) to the Value of 30,954,000 £. Sterl. by 
Purchafe or by Subfeription : The annual Payments from 
the Government upon thefe ingrafted publick Debts, to 
be continued as at prefent, until Anno 1727 Midfummer, 
^nd from thence the whole to be reduced to an Annuity 
of 4 per Cent ^ the South Sea engage to circulate one 
Million Exchequer Bills gratis, and to pay Seven Millions 
Pounds Sterling to the Government for this Liberty and 
Benefit of ingrafting fo much of the publick Debts, the 
increafed capital Stock to be divided amongft all the 
Proprietors. The proceeding Year Anno iyig the South 
Sea Company by Act of Parliament for a certain Sum 
to the Publick, had ingrafted a great Part of the Lot- 
tery Anno 1710, by which, and by this great Engraft - 
ment, added to their original Stock of 10,000,000 £. 
Sterl. their Capital became 37,802, 483 £. Sterl. (about 
4,361,930 £, Sterling of the Principals which they were 
allowed to take in, by Purchafe or Subfeription could not 
be obtained, and remained as before) a vaft and im- 
politick Capital. 

Next Day Feb. 2, after the Bill palled the Commons, 
South Sea Stock rofe to 150, in May it was fold at 375, 
all July (the Transfer Books being fhutj it fold at 930 
to j 000. In Augufi the South Sea Bubble began to lofe 
its Credit ; and the Directors to keep up the Cheat, pub- 
lifhed, that 30 per Cent Cafh, mould be the half Year's 
Dividend at Chriltmas next, and not lefs than 50 per 
Cent per Annum for the next following 12 Years. Au- 
gufi 17, Stock was at 830, Sept. 8. at 550, Sept. 29, at 

150 



££ ¥1 Summar y, Hrflorical and Political, &c.' 

T$0} at Michaelmas South Sea Bonds were at 25 per 
Gent difcount. 

At this Time all the Stocks (Bank Stock in July rofe 
to 245, but it foon fell again to its intrinfick Value 130) 
and many Schemes were made Bubbles, the Capitals pro- 
pofed by the feveral Projectors and Bubblers did not a- 
mount to lefs than 300 Millions Sterling. Moll: People 
neglected their other Bufinefs and attended fome favourite 
Bubble, and John Blunt of London, the Arch-Bu'oler, 
was erected aBaroner, a Scandal to that honourrble Order 
of Knighthood. 

This grand national Cheat, became a Parliamentary 
Enquiry; In the Report of the fecret Committee, forty 
Members of the Houfe of Commons were charged with 
jiaving Stock taken up for them in Broker's Names ; k 
was found that the Directors bought Stock for the Com- 
pany at very high Rates, while they were clandeitinely 
felling out their own ; that the Directors had lent out 
by Collufion, about Eleven Millions of the Company's 
Money, with none or not fufficient Security. In the 
Houfe of Lords, the whole of it was called a villanous 
Artifice j and it was refolved in Parliament, that the 
Directors fo far as their Eftatcs would reach, fhould make 
good the LofTes the Company had fuftained by their 
fraudulent Management -, the Eftates of the Directors 
Deputy Cafhier, and Accountant amounted to 2,014,123 
£. Sterl. properly forfeited, but by Management a great 
Part of it'was remitted to them : The Reliefs allowed 
by Parliament is too long to be related here •, to the 
Company was forgiven the Seven Million which they 
contracted to pay to the Government, upon Condition 
of two Millions c: their Capital being annihilated, but 
this was foon after reftored to them. Anno 1722 the 
better to difengage themfelves from Incumbrances, they 
fold to the Bank 200,000 of their Annuity which is four 
Millions Principal. 

Several Government Debts were by the Earl of Ox- 
ford incorporated into one joint Stock of Annuities, a.'ad 

were. 



Of the Settlements in America." fc^ 

'were called, The Corporation of the Governor and Company 
of Merchants in Great-Britain trading to the South Sea 
and other Parts of America, and for encouraging the Fifh- 
ery. As Mr. Law borrowed his fham Name of Mijfi* 
jtppi Company, from our cant Name of South Sea Com- 
pany -, fo we copied our South Sea Bubble from his 
Mijfiftppi Bubble. 

After a further Ingraftment of all the publick Debts 
(the Eaft India and Bank Government Debts remained 
diftin£t as formerly J that could be obtained, and the South 
Sea Bubble being fettled, 1723 June 24, their whole Ca- 
pital, was found to be 33,802,483 £. ("without including 
the 4,000,000 £. of their Stock which they had affign- 
fd to the Bank) the Parliament converted 16,901,241 
W, one Moiety of it in South-Sea Annuities, the other 
half to remain a Joint Stock in Trade. 

Anno 1733 This Moiety of joint Stock in Trade, by 
fundry Government Payments made from the finking 
Fund, || became 14,651,103 £. at Midfummer, three 

Quarters 

1 ■ ... - , 

|| The finking Fund was a Projection of Mr. Walpole's, a con- 
summate Politician, efpeciaily in the Affair of Finances ; it arifes from 
publick Savings (the Funds continuing the fame) by reducing the In- 
teieft of the publick Debts firft to 5 per Cent, Anno 1 7 1 7, afterwards 
to 4 per Cent, and fome {Eaft- India Company) to 3 per Cent. 
This was not iniquitous but natural Juftice ; common, Intereft had 
bren reduced by Act of Parliament to 5 per Cent ever fince Anno 
1714. It was left to the Option of the Creditors of the Govern- 
ment either to be paid off, or to accept of a lower Intereft, they ac- 
ed of a lower Intereft : None of the Companies or incorporated 
Stocks chofe to be paid off, but make Intereft that the finking Fund 
may not be applied to them : All the national Debt (Navy-Debt, 
Army-Debentures, and the like excepted) confifts in the Stocks ; 
thefe are as transferable as is common Cafh, and therefore may be 
called Cafh in Cheft bearing Intereft. z. When paid off, they loofe 
the Advance which the Part paid would fell at, t>. g« the Eaft India 
Company would loofe about 70, the Bank about 40 per Cent on any 
Part paid off. 

The annual Produce of the finking Fund is upwards of 1,200,000 
£. and to this Time Anno \jJ t ~j may amount to upwards of 33 Mil- 
lions of Pounds, whereof about 12 Millions has been applied to redeem 

fo 
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Quarters of this was feparated, by the Name of nntf 
Joint-Stock of South Sea Annuities ; the remaining 3,662,- 
yj5 continues as a trading or capital Stock, Iblely char- 
gable with all the Company's Debts, and not to divide 
above 4 per Cent per Annum until their prefent Debts 
are clear'd and paid off. The Qualifications in their 
prefent trading Stock (in the former Stock the Qualifi- 
cations were higher) are a Concern at leaft of 5,000 £. 
For Governor, 4,000 £. for Sub-Governor, 3,000 £. for 
Deputy -Governor, 2,000 £. for a Director : At a ge- 
neral Meeting a 500 £. Concern has one Vote, 2,000 
£. has two Votes, 3,000 £. has three Votes, 5,000 has 
four Votes, no fingle Perfon to have more than four 
Votes : No Part of the trading Stock to be redeemed, 
until the new joint Stock of Annuities become reduced 

1- __— p_ 1 

fo much of the publick Debts, and the remaining 22 Millions has pre- 
vented our running 22 Millions more in Debt ; it is a Help at 
Hand againft any extraordinary Exigency, to raife Part of the Supply 
(finee the Beginning of the prefent War Anno 1739, it has contri- 
buted one Million yearly to the Supply) upon Emergencies any 
Sum may be raifed upon Annuities, charged on the finking Fund for 
a Time, until further fettled. 

Walpoles Scheme 1 7.3 3 of an Excife upon Wine and Tobacco 
would have been of publick Advantage, but it was prevented 
taking Efreft, by the ftrong Fears of the Populace, lead it mould 
introduce a general Excife upon the Neceffaries of Life (as in Hol- 
land) as well as upon Comforts and Extravagancies : Befides it 
would have multiplied the Officers of the Revenue, Creatures of the 
Court and Miniftry. 

The Stocks or Government Debts continued, andthe Church-Lands 
in Lay Poffeflion, are infallible Preventives againit Popery and a Re- 
volution in the civil Government. 

Our bad Adminifrration in the End of Q^ Anne's Time, after a fuc- 
cefsful War carried on for many Years by a former good Admini- 
frration, inftead of procuring advantageous Terms of Peace, conceded 
to the following difadvantageous Articles with Spain by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, Anno 1713- 1. An entaiPd Charge of maintaining large 
Garrifons in Gibraltar and Minorca. 2, The precarious Demolition 
of Dunkirk by their Friends the French. 3. The JJfiento of Negroes, 
which had "proved a loofmg Bargain to all former Contractors. And 
4. A foam Renounciation to the Crown of Trance. 

to 
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to 3,500,000 £. No new Bonds to be made, but at the 
Direction of a general Meeting. 

The finking Fund has at Times paid off to the Old 
and New South Sea Annuitants about 6,500,000 £. and 
at this Time the Government Debt to the South Sea is 
27,302,203 £. viz. Stock 3,662,775 •, Old Annuities 
13,651,100^. New Annuities ; 9,988,328 £. At pre- 
fent, Spring 1747 the Price of South Sea Stock 
is 103 ; Eafi India Company Stock being 177. 
Here we may en paffent obferve the great Differ- 
ence of Credit and Intereft in the Affections of the Peo- 
ple, in Relation to a Tory, Jacobite and Popijh Admini- 
ftration , and to a Whig (excufe the cant Name) 'Revolu- 
tion,, and true Protejiant Miniftry : In the Tory Admini- 
ftration in the four laft Years of Queen Anne, South-Sea 
Stock, though bearing an Intereft of 6 per Cent fold at 
a Difcount exceeding 20 per Cent, at prefent though 
the Intereft or Annuity is reduced to 4 per Cent, it fells 
at a confiderable Advance per Cent. 

I muft here infert (I cannot find a Place more proper) 
two Affairs, not of Property, but- of Indigencies and (o~ 
lemnly ftipulated Conceffions from the Court of Spain, 
to the Subjects of Great-Britain, and more particularly 
in Favour of our Settlements in North-America, viz. 
Logwood from the Bays of Campeche and Honduras, and 
Salt from the Spanifh Ifiand of Tortuga. 

The cutting and carrying of Logwood, formerly from 
the Bay of Campeche, and laterly from the Bay of Hon- 
duras y in the Gulph of Mexico to Great- Britain and fun- 
dry European Markets ; has been for fome Time a 
Branch of the Britilh America Trade, but more efpecially 
of New- England. This Logwood Bufinefs has been car- 
ried on for about eighty Years, ever fince Anno 1667^ 
by a Sort of Indulgence % this Indulgence was confirm- 
ed Anno 1670 by the American Treaty with Spain, vi£ 
The Englifh to remain in the Occupancy of all Terri - 
tories and Indigencies of which they were then .in Pof- 
jfeffion.- Anno 
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Anno iyi6 The Spanifh Ambaffador at the Court of 
Great-Britain entred a Complaint to the King in Council 
againft the Englifh Subje&s Cutters of Logwood in the 
Bays of Campeche, &c : This was referred to the Board 
of Trade and Plantation ; they made Report that " By 
the. American Treaty Anno 1670, there was confirmed 
to the Crown of Great- Britain, a Right to the Laguna, 
de Terminos (Bay of Campeche) and Parts adjacent in the 
Province of Jucatan \ thefe Places at the Time of the 
Treaty, and fome Years before, being actually in Poffef- 
fion of the Britijh Subjects through Right of Sufferance 
or Indulgence." This fame Right or Liberty is abfo- 
lutely granted and confirmed by the Treaty of Utrcci: 

Notwithstanding of this Reprefentation, and without 
allowing fufficient Time for the Logwood Cutters to 
withdraw (if the Court of Great-Britain had judged ic 
proper) the Spaniards from Tobafco, drove them off, i: 
has never fince been ufed by the Britijh. 

This Bay lies on the Weft Side of the Promontory 
or Province of Jucatan : Campeche is a good Town, 
Jarge as Newport of Rhode- IJland, built with a white 
free Stone, it ftands on the Sea. This Port or Branch 
of the AJJiento was farmed out by theSouth-Sea Directors 
to Block-wood and Cathcart •, at 40 Pieces of Eight for 
every Negro Slave they imported -, they fent four or five 
Ships of about 300 Tuns each per Annum, with a few 
Negroes for a Blind •, their Profit being from dry Goods, 
which they fold by the Connivance of the Royal Officers 
bribed at 12 to 15 per Cent -, their chief Returns were 
in Logwood bought, from the. Spaniards, and carried to 
London and Holland ; they alio carried off fome Drugs 
viz. Gum. Elemi, Rad. Contragaru, Rad. Sarfaparil^ &c. 
That Year in which this Logwood- Bay was cut off, Anno 
171 7, were imported into the Port of London 5,863 
Tuns Logwood. 

Since our People haye been diflodged fanm tKe ?zy 
©F Campeche, they followed the fan* 'ay 
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of Honduras on the Eaft Side of Jucatan, their Dye- Wood 
is not Co good, and the Mouths of their Rivers (Old 
and New River) are more fhallow. Becaufe of the pre- 
fent War with Spain, this Trade for fome Years, has 
almoft been difcontinued. 

Logwood is their Currency or Medium at 5 £. per 
Tun Denomination. 

From this Logwood cutting Maroon Life, there is a 
fmall incidental political Advantage ; as the Logwood- 
Cutters called Bay-Men, live a maroon licentious lawlefs 
Life, it becomes in Times of Peace a Receptacle for, 
and diverts fome Sailors and others from the more wick- 
ed Life of Pirating. 

A Jittle to the Eaft ward of the Bay of Honduras are 
a fmall Tribe of Indians, the good Friends and Allies 
of the Bay- Men, and Spaniard Haters : That is, they 
affect the Englifh more than they do the Spaniards, and 
they reckon the Governor of Jamaica, as their Pa- 
tron and Protector : Our Trade with them is of no Con- 
fequence, being only fome Tortoife- Shell, Wild Cocoa, 
and Sarfaparille. 

The Ifland of Ratan lies about eight Leagues from 
the Mufcitoe Shore, and about 150* Leagues W. by S. 
from Jamaica •, here we have lately fixed a Garrifon, 
and Station- Ships, but cui bono I cannot fay. 

The Privilege of making and carrying Salt from the 
Ifland of Salt Tortugas, in the Gulph of Mexico near 
the Comanas or Windward Part of the Spanifh Coaft, 
was exprefly confirmed to us by the Treaty of Com- 
merce between his Catholick Majefty and the King of 
Great Britain at Madrid, December 14. Anno 17 16. 
" Whereas notwithstanding the Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce, which were concluded at Utrecht^ July 15, 
and Dec. 9, 17 13 ; there ftill remain 'd fome Mifunder- 
ftandings, concerning the Trade of the two Nations, and 
the Courfe of it. Article 3. Moreover his Catholick 
Majefty permits the (aid Subjects of Great- Britain to 

N gather 
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gather Salt in the Ifland of Tcrtuga, in the Gulph of 
Mexico ; they having enjoyed that Privilege in the 
Reign of King Charles II. without Hindrance or Inter- 
ruption." 

Notwithstanding of this plain Stipulation ; Anno 1733 
in the Spring, a Britifh Plantation's Salt- Fleet under 
Convoy of a 20 Gun Britifh Man of War, as they came 
to fail from 'Tortugas, were attack'd by two large Spanifh 
Men of War from the Margaritas, and four of the Fleet 
were carried off, hitherto no Recompence has been ob- 
tained. 

In Times of Peace, for the Ufe of die dry Cod Fiflv- 
ery are imported into MaffachufettsBay, Communibus 
Amis 1200 Tuns Tortugas Salt ; and about as much 
more from other Ports, viz. IJle of May or" Cape de Verde 
Iflands, Exeuma or Bahamas^ St. Martins or Rochel, Lif- 
1 Ion, Ivica, Caglieri in Sardinia, &c. 

The Reafon why New-England dry Cod is frequently 
Salt burnt, is from the Ufe of Tortuga and IJle of May 
Salt, which are too hot. In Newfoundland they gene- 
rally ufe Lifbon and French Salt. 

By late A<5te of the Britifh Parliament ; Salt is al- 
lowed to be imported directly from any Part of Europe, 
to the Colonies of New-Tork and Penfyhania ; in the 
fame Manner as Salt may be imported into New-England 
and Newfoundland, by an Act: made 15 Car. II. for the 
Encouragement of Trade. 



II. French Bifcoveries and Settlements. 

The French American Colonies, may be diftinguifh'd 
5nto their North Continent America Settlements, and 
thole of the Weft India Iflands Cayenne near the Coaft of 
Guiana or Surinam included. Their Iflands do not fall 
wTthTn the Compafs of our Defign ; and having only 

. .fientiy vifited them without any View of Enquiry, 
my fixed Refolution is not to borrow or tranferibe 
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From common Authors ; * therefore the. Reader may 
excufe my laying them afide. 

The Continent French Settlements, I divide into Ca- 
nada or New France, and Mijijjippi or Louifiana : Some 
French Writers, mention a French Province called Ha- 
noife, inhabited by above 16,000 Whites, about half 
Way between the Mouth of the River Mififfippi and 
Quebec in Canada-, this is only an imaginary or romantick 
Colony, we take no Notice of it, leaving it to the pro- 
fcfied Writers of Novels. 

1. Canada. The Original of the Narrte is uncertain, 1 
fome fay, it was named from Monfieur Cane, who early 
fail'd into that River : If fo, O Caprice ! why mould fo 
obfcure a Man (his Voyage is not mentioned in Hiftory) 
give Name to New- France, as it is called. 

Verazani a Florentine in the King of France 's Service 
{Francis I. was an active Prince) coafted along the Eafl 
Side of North-America and went afhore in feveral Places, 
according to the Humour of thofe Times, took a no- 
minal PofTefiion for France from 37 d. the Mouth of 
Che/apeak Bay, to 50 d. N. Lat. the Mouth of the River 
St. Laurence, fo called, becaufe firft difcovered upon tha: 
Saint's Day -, he fail'd up the River of St. Laurence. 
Two Ships from England fail'd up that River, Anno 1527. 
J. Cartier a Native of St. Malo, made two Voyages to 
this River Anno 1534. and 1535, he proceeded fo far as 
Monreal, and called the Country New-France. Anno 
1542 Roberval from Rochelle carried thither, a few Peo- 
ple to fettle ; they did not continue their Settlements. 
About the middle of the fixteenth Century, the French 
and Spaniards difputed Settlements upon the Coaft of 
Florida. Secretary Walfingham of England, being in- 
formed of an Opening South of Newfoundland, fitted 

1 "■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ * ■ ■ ■■ ■ . •■* 

* No Perfon can trace, me as a Plagiary ; my own Observations, 
Hints from Correfpondents and well-approved Authors, and from 
public Records are the Materials cf this EiFay. 

out 
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out Sir Humphry Gilbert, he fail'd up St. Laurence River, 
and took PoiTeflion for the Crown of England. Anno 
1604 Henry IV. f of France made further Difcoveries in 
V Acadie, now Nova-Scotia ; and in Canada or New- 
France he planted a Colony which fubfirts to this Day, 
may it not fubfift long, it is a Nufance to our North- 
America Settlements, Delenda eft Carthago. Anno 1608, 
Quebec * on a Narrow upon the River St. Laurence be- 
gan to be fettled, and is now increafed to about 7,000 
People of all Colours, Sex and Ages •, it is the Residence 
of the Governor-General, Intendant, and fupreme Coun- 
cil ; Tide flows about 18 Feet. 

Canada is no otherways a Company, only for the. 
Caftor or Beaver Fur-Trade ; as they have no Settle- 
ments, but upon Rivers and Creeks, by giving fome De- 
lineation of thefe, we defcribe that Country. The Gulph 
of St. Laurence, from Cape Raze of Newfoundland to Cape 
Rofier in 50 d. 30 m. N. Lat. the Mouth of the River 
St. Laurence (here the River is about 30 Leagues wide) 
about 88 Leagues ; in this Gulph are the Ifiands of 
Cape-Breton,\\ Aniicojli, St. Johns, Madalcne and fome other 

fmall 



f Henry IV. was the firft of the French King?, who, to cny Purl 
pofe, encouraged Trade and Manufadures. After him, for fome 
Time in the Reign of Louis XIV, Colbert (of Scots Extraction) Se- 
cretary of State in France, was a great Patron and Promoter of the 
fame, as alfo c£ all polite Learning, v tz. The Academy of Sciences 
for all Parts of Natural Hiftory, Ghbmetry, Aftrorfomy, Methahich, 
to?ny, Chimifiry, and Botany ; the French Acadtny, foi the French 
language and other Parts of the Belles-lettres, the Academy for In- 
scriptions, and Medals ; the Academy for Architecture, Painting, ard 
Sculpture. 

2£uebcis in the Indian Algonquin Language Signifies a Strait. 
Quebec from De Hayes Observations, Anno 16S6 lies in 46 d. cc m. 
N. Lat. and W. from Paris 72 d. 30 m. (Paris is E. from London 
2 d. 30 m. circiterj is 70 d. W. from London -, Variation 15 d. ?o 
h:. Anno 1649 " was *6 ^. ^ '• 

ji Cap-Breton JS a la'e Acquisition, or K^v- England Conqueft from 
the Fretuh , may it be permanent, blH without any extraordinary 
Garrhon Charge ! it ffcetches from 45 u. to 47 d. 5 m.N. Lar. 

Separated 
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fmall Iflands, given to the French by the infamous Treaty 
of Utrecht 1713. From Cape Rqfier to Tadoufac on the 
North Side of the River are 80 Leagues bad Navigation, 
'Tadoufac is no Town, but a good Harbour for large 
Ships, navigable for Ships 25 Miles, has a Water Com- 
munication by the River Seguany &c. with Hudfon's-Bay. 
YromTadoufac toQuebec are 3oLeagues, fcomQuebec to Les 
Trots Rivieres on the North Side of the River 30 Leagues •, 
this was the firft French Settlement, it abounds with Iron 
Ore, is the Refidence of a Sub-Governor, this Govern- 
ment (there are three Governments in Canada) extends 
12 Miles up the great River and 12 Miles down the 
River : the Tide does not flow much higher ; from Les 
Trots Rivieres to Monreal the Seat of the next Sub- Go- 
vernor are 30 Leagues. 

From Cape Rofiers along the South Side of St. Lau- 
rence to Monreal, is an almoft continued Chain of Hills 
or Mountains, and the Runs of Water fhort and rapid, 
it is fcarce habitable. A little above Monreal, the two 
Rivers of Outauawas fcomes from a Country N. W. 
belonging to a large and powerful Indian Nation) and 
Cataraqui meet : Cataraqui River comes about 50 Leagues 
S. W. from the Lake of the fame Name •, from Fort 
Front enac at the Head of this River by Water Carriage 
to Monreal are 4 Days Travel, but from Monreal to Fort 
Frontenac are 10 or more Days Travel, becaufe of many 
Carrying- Places at feveral Cataracts called Falls or Sauls. 

The communicating five great Lakes of Canada, viz. 
Cataraqui or Ontario, Erie, Ilenois, Hurons, and Upper 
Lc' e may be called Inland Seas, laying from 39 d. to 
51 d. N. Lat. the fmalleft Ontario is about 80 Leagues 
long, 35Leagues wide, the Lake Superieure is 200 Leagues 

feparated from No<va-Sco/ia by the Gut of Canfo 5 Leagues long, 
and 1 League broad. Cape-Breton Ifland lies in Length from N. E. 
to S. W. fcarce 50 Leagues, its greateft Breadth Eaft and Wert: about 
33 Leagues. Louijbourg formerly called Englijb Harbour, is a good 
Port and flrong Fortrefs : As this formerly belonged to Nova-Scotia, 
we fhall refer any further Account of it to that Seclion. 

long, 
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long, it is larger than the Cafpian Sea. They do not 
freeze over, Snow does not Jay long within i o or 12 
Miles of them, their foft mellow circum-ambient Va- 
pour molifies the Air ; the Indians fay that in hot Wea- 
ther the Wind blows from the Lake, and in cold Wea- 
ther into the Lake, as do the Land and Sea-Breezes in 
the Weft- Indies within the Tropicks. 

All the French Colonies are under the Direction of the 
Council of the Navy in France, and of one of the four 
Secretaries of France, called Secretary for the Marine and 
Plantations, at prefent Anno 1747 M. Maurepas. The 
French King's Charge per Annum for Canada is about 
200,000 Crowns ; but the high Duty upon Salt fent 
from France, and the Duty upon Furs arid Skins fent 
from Canada to Fnz«^, over-ballances this Charge. The 
King's Bills of Exchange upon the Treafury are paid at 
1 5 Days Sight ; the Caftor Bills upon the Company are 
paid at three Month's Sight. Their Currency is the 
fame as in France, being 25 per Cent better than that of 
the French Wejl-India Iflands. 

By Information from Capt. La Rondde and Licur. de 
Ramfey, Envoys from the Governor-General of Canada, 
concerning the French indigating and furnifhing our En- 
emy Indians with War Ammunition •, Anno 1723 there 
fail'd from Quebec 19 VefTels for the Ocean-, built in 
the River St. Laurence 6 VefTels fit for the Ocean. N. B. 
Up the River to the Southward, is good Ship-Timber, 
lately they have built two or three Men of War for 
France. 

The Seafon of Navigation in the River St. Laurence, 
are the Months of Augufi and September, for the Store- 
Ships and Caftor-Company Ships. Ships have failed 
from Quebec to Rochelle in 18 Days. Befides Pelterie 
they fend to France a fmall Matter of Lumber, Timber, 
Staves, Tar, Tobacco. Ships from France bring Wines, 
Brandies, and dry Goods, and fail with Flower, Peafe, 
and Poik to the V/efl India Iflands -, and from thence 
home to France with Sugars, &c. In Canada from the 

fetunfc 
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fetting in of the Froft 'till Summer, no News from France 
and other foreign Parts, excepting what is convey'd to 
them by Way of Albany : Many of the French Furs 
are clandeftinely carried to Albany , this is the Reafon, why 
our Dutch Subjects there, are averfe from a War with 
the Canada French, and their Indians. At Ofwego the 
Mouth of Onondaguas River upon the Eaft Side of Lake 
Ontario, there is a trading Fair from Albany all Summer ; 
Indians of above 20 different Nations refort thither, from 
South Carolina in N. Lat. 32 d. to the Bottom of Hud- 
fons-Bay in N. Lat. 51 d. therefore there certainly is a 
good Water Communication inland, in all that Ex- 
tent, and confequently a vaft Indian Skin and Fur Trade ; 
Furs are more plenty to the Southward, but not of fo 
good a Staple as to the Northward. 

Canada is fettled only near the Rivers and Creeks ; 
they.fow no Winter-Grain. The Produce of the Countt f 
is not much more, than is requifite for their own Subfif- 
tence : The Quality of their Summer Wheat is fuch, 
that a Baker gives 38 lb. wt. fine Bread, for a Bufhel of 
Wheat : Apples grow well ; Pears, Plumbs, and Cher- 
ries not plenty ; Peaches will fcarce do : They kill their 
Store of Poukrey when the Frofts fet in, and keep them 
froze in their Garrets during the Winter Seafon, which 
faves Grain, their Food. 

They have only three Towns of any Confideration -, 
viz. Quebec the Metropolis and Refidence of the Gover- 
nor General of Canada or New France, it is their princi- 
pal Fortrefs •, the Cathedral is their only Parifh Church, 
in the lower Town there is a Chapel of Eafe •, here are 
two Convents {Jefuits and Recoletls) of Men, and three 
Convents of Women or Nunneries. Monreal more plca- 
fantly fituated, the Refidence of a Deputy- Governor, 
60 Leagues above Quebec upon the fame River, is near 
as populous as Quebec, but not fo well fortified. Les Trois 
Rivieres a fmall Town and trifling Fortification lies mid- 
way upon the River, between thefe two., it is tlje Seat of 

the third Government. 

m 
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The Country is divided into about 80 Diftrifts, fome- 
what in the Manner of our New- England Townftups (the 
New-England Townfhips, in Old- England would be 
called Country Parifhes, and their feveral Precincts, Cha*- 
pels of Eafe. 

All their Militia or fencible Men capable of march- 
ing, at this Writing, Anno 1J4.7, do not exceed 12,000 
Men, with about 1000 regular Troops independant Ma- 
rine Companies, and about 1000 Indians that may be 
perfuaded to march. 

Befides the three Towns or ftrong Places already men- 
tioned, there are, 1. Crown-Point as above, a late Intru- 
sion upon the Jurifdiction of New-Tork, laft Year it was 
propofed to reclaim it by Force, but the Projection feems 
to yanidi. 2. Fort Chamblais, a considerable Fort or 
Pafs from the Englijh Settlements to the upper Fre 
Settlements in Canada. 3. Fort Sorrel where the River 
Ghamblais the Difcharge of Lake Champlain enters the 
River of Canada or St. Laurence, an infignificant Fort. 
4. Fori Frontenac, where the Difcharge of Lake Ontario 
and the other great inland Lakes forms the Cataraqui 
Branch of the River St. Laurence. 5. Fort Denonville 
near Niagara Falls (Governor Vaudrm'il had it accurately- 
examined, it was 26 Fathom perpendicular) between the 
Lakes Ontario and Erie. 6. La Trouette at Les Detroit s 
between the Lakes Erie and Hurons. N. B. Thefe 
three laft mentioned Forts, have Bread and Peafe frcm 
Monreal, but no other Provisions. 

Befides thefe by Way of Oftentation, we find in the 
French Maps of Canada and MifiJJippi, many Forts mark- 
ed out : Thefe are only extempore Stockades or Block- 
Houfes made for a Short Time of Refidence in their 
travelling Trade with the Indians ; fome French Indian 
Traders when they fet out, obtain (a certain Perquifite) 
From the Governor an Efcorte of a Sergeant and a few 
private Soldiers for Protection againft any Indian In- 
fill ts. - ' 

There 
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There is an annual Patroul of this Nature From Quebec 
in Canada to Fort Orkance near the Mouth of the Miffi- 
fippi, it is about 600 Leagues Travel with its Detours of 
Rivers and Carrying-Places ; the direct Diftance or Dif- 
ference in Latitude falls fhort of 400 Leagues 3 Thia 
long Rout is not attended with fuch Difficulties and Hard' 
fhips, as is commonly imagined •, there is a River falls 
into the South Side of Lake Erie, which leads to a Car- 
rying-Place to the River Ohio, a Branch of the River 
MiJJifippi •, the Indians hereabouts, are by the French called 
Mi amis. 

The French in their Weft-India or America Settlements^ 
have four Governor- Generals, the fmall Settlement at 
Cayenne in Guiana not included, 1. The Governor-General 
of Canada, in his Com million is ftiled Governor and Lieu- 
tenant- General of French North- America ♦, he has under 
his Direction the Governments of Quebec, Les Trois Ri~ 
vieres, and Monreal, with the Commandans of the feveral 
Out-Forts already mentioned. 2. The Governor-General 
of Louijiana or Mififfippi, his Refidence is at Orleance 
upon the River MJJijjippi, the other Government upon 
the River Mobile, or Moville is under his Direction, 
the Diftance is about 40 Leagues. 3. The Governor-Ge- 
neral of the * French Caribee-IJlands, or Les IJles au Vent± 
his Refidence is at the Illand Martinique. 4. The Go- 
vernor 



* The prefent Conftitution of the Weft-India French Governments* 
is : A Governor-Gtneral, an Jntendant who is their chief Judge in 
all Affairs and a Check upon the General, and a Supreme Council j un- 
der their Direflion are feveral fmall Governments, Departements op 
Commanderies, but under the immediate Command of a Sub-Governor 
or Lt. du Roy, or Commandan ; and thefe Diftri&s are divided into 
Parifhes under the Command of a Kind of Militia Officer and Sheriff 
called Capitavie du $>uartier. 

Under the Governor-General of the French Caribee Iflands are the 
Governments of Martinique (this is divided into three, viz. Fort Royal, 
St. Pierre, and La Trinitee) Guardaloupe (including the Commandaries 
of Grand Terre and of Les Saints) Marigalente, Grenades (including 

the Coramandarlcs of the Granadillas) upon the Death of the Go- 

N vernor 
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vernor General of St. Domingue * (Hifpcmiola is fo called 
by the French) or Lw #7<?j fous h 'Vent, his Refidence is 

a 



-— 



- 

vernor- General or in his Abfence, the Governor of Granadrs com- 
mands in chief; as happened Ar.no 1717, when Z>j Halt tent; or 
Planters, by an IpTufrection feized their Governor- GeneraM? Mnr- 
quis'de Far.nnrs ar.d the Intendant, and rent them Home Prifoners, 
with a Procefs againft them. In the French QqrTB'H IJJcnds in Time 
of Peace are kept' 3 Companies SW/? y of ico Men per Company, 
10 Companies fremh Independant IvJnrir.es not exceeding 50 Men 

each. The prefent Governor-General is who lately fu- 

perfeded Lc Marquis de Champigny, the Intendant is De In Crcz'x; St. 
Bartholomew is a neutral Ifland, the Property and Jurifdiclion of it, 
has not been fettled by any Treaty, it is frequented by fome French 
JVIarooners, Fort-Royal 'in Martinique (from P. Faiillc) N. Lat. 14 d. 
43 m ; W. from Paris 63 d. 22 m : Anno 1704 Variation 6 d. 10 
irf. E. increafing about a Degree in ten Years ; a Pendulum that vi- 
fcrates feconds in Martinique, is in Length 3 Feet, 6 and half Line?, 
French Meafure. N. B. Such Pendulums increafe in Length in fome 
Proportion or Regularity from the Equatcr to the Poles, but hitherto 
have not been reduced to a Table \ at Paris its Length as obferved 
by the Academy Royal of Sciences, is 3 Feet,' 8 and half Lines. 

* Upon the Well Part of the Ifland Hifpaviola the French are be- 
come more numerous, and have much mOie confiderable Settlements, 
fhan the Spa?iiards upon its Ball Part ; they have about eight Shipping 
or Delivery Ports, each with a military commanding Officer, where- 
of fome are called Governors, others only Lieut, du Roy, fome go by 
the Name of Commandans, all under the Governor-General who re- 
fides at Lecgane. Cape St. Nicholas of St. Domingue and Cape Mayeze 
tof Cuba Diftance 12 Leagues make the Windward PafTage. Neareft 
to the Spaniard on the North Side is their Settlement of ViBe du Cape, 
rL Lat. 19 d. 48 m. W. from Paris 73 d. 35 m. we cair it Cape- 
Francois^ it is their principal Settlement, and fends off more Produce of 
Sugars, &c. than all the other French Settlements there, and has a Re- 
fident Governor : On the South Side next to the Spanijh Settlement 
s$ Fort Louis, N. Lat. 18 d. 18 m. in the Bay of V JJle des Fachrt 5 
here lay Anno 1 74 1 the famous French Squadron under the Marquis 
<£. Anttv, defigned either to convoy the Spanifh Plate- Fleet to" Europe, 
Qt to hinder the Junction of Femon and Ogle, or to invade Jamaica 
Upon Admiral Ferness proceeding again ft Carthagena : Although 
*hey efcared an Engagement, with our Fleet (Reafcfis of State are 
above my Reach) in the utmoft Diftrefs for Want of Provifion with 
xhe Death of many Men and Lofs of fome Ships, they returned to 
France having efFecled nothing, and eTAntin foon after died, fome fafy 
d in a Duel by M^uU de Rscbevilk a Commodore under hinvfc 

this 
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at Leogane the middlemoft of their Settlements in N. 
Lat. 1 8 d. 40 m. 

In the Dominions of Canada, Quebec is the Metropolis 
and Place of greateft Strength •, * when this is reduced, 

all 

this Expedition. The intermediate Settlements arc Port de Paix, Lei- 
gjne, Grande G'juame, Petite Goua<ve, &c ; they have feveral indepen- 
dant Marine Companies, but depend much upon their Militia. The 
prefent Governor-General is M. de Larnage, the Intendant is M. 
Maillot. Some of our Northern Colonies at all Times carry 00 a 
clandeitine Trade with them, lately, tho' in Time of War, a neighbour - 
ingColony has been detected in carry ingSupplies thither,andReturns from 
thence in Molaj/is and Indigo under the Blind of Flags of Truce. 

* The Reduftion of Canada might have been effected without the 
leaft Rifk of Mifcarriage, and the PoiTeifion maintained (not by putting 
the French Inhabitants to the Sword, as was the Spanijh Principle in 
their Indian Conquefts) by tranfporting the French Settlers to France^ 
partly at their own Charge where able, partly at our" Charge where 
poor ; and cantoning a great Part of the Country in Property, to the 
Soldiers who fcrved in the Reduction. The Britijh Freedom of the 
Prefs allows of Surmifes, where nothing is pofitively afierted. Per- 
haps our Miniftry may judge, that no Peace could be made with 
France unlefs France were fo reduced, as to accept the Law, in mak- 
ing of Peace at any Rate, this might require many Years expenfive 
War ; or without delivering up Louijbourg, the Britijh People would 
never be reconciled to this, and might occafion a Diflike to the Mini- 
fters in Admiaiftration, and perhaps a Difaffection to the prefent civil 
Government or eftablifhed Succelfion. This probably may be 
Reafon with our Mihifters, that the Fleet and Land Forces, apparent- 
ly defign'd to. obferve Duke <T An-villes Squadron with Land Forces 
on Board for recovering of Louijlourg, did not proceed to prevent 
Louijbourg's falling again into the French Pofleflion ; that they might 
obviate a popular Puzzle in making of Peace : Thus our Fleet and 
Land -forces aboard, apparently defigned againft Canada, were by Way 
of Blind, fent upon that Romanticl Defcent, on Britany'm France. It 
has been thought that our Reduction of Louijbourg the Key of th^ 
North -America Cod-Fishery and Fur-Trade, was not fo agreeable 
to our Miniftry, as to the Populace of Great- Britain ; A real War 
between People, of the different Nations, but only a collu- 
five War between their Mhifters. But Providence, or as fbme 
exprefs it, a Concurrence of many extraordinary Chances or Inci('en:?, 
in our miraculous Reduction of Loui/lourg, and a Train of Di! afters 
attending the French Fleet and Land -Troops defigned for its Reco- 
very, fcem to encourage that Fondnefs which the Britifh People have 
for keeping of Louijbourg. This Year Anno i 747 notwithstanding 

many 
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all their New-France falls inftantly. Our Pretcnfions to 
Canada mall be enumerated in the Section of Nova- Scotia. 
Quebec (from Be Hayes) is in N. Lat. 46 d. 55 m. W. 
from Paris 72 d. 30 m. that is from London 70 d. 30 m. 
Bofton (from 7*. JR0#O is * m N. Lat. 42 d. 25 m. Weft 
from London, ytd- 30 m. therefore Quebec is 4 d. 30 m. 
North,, and 1 d. 30 m. E, of Bofton •, that is in Geogra- 
phical Miles 270 North, and 68 Miles (reckoning 45 
Miles to a Degree of Longitude in thefe Parallels,) Eall 
from Bofton. 

Champlain was their firft Governour, he gave Name 
to the Lake Champlain (the Dutch call it Ccrlaers Lake] 
the PafTage from Albany or New-York Government to 
HAonreal or the Weft Parts of Canada, it is 150 Miles 
long and 30 Miles wide. M. Front enac v/ho fucceeded 
Anno 1672 gave Name to the Fort at the Difcharge of 
Lake Ontario, being the Source of the Caiaraqui Branch 
of the River 67. Laurence. Le Marquis de Nonvilk fuc- 
ceeded to the Government Anno 1685, he gave Name 
to the Fort near Niagara Falls between the Lakes Ontario 
and Erie •, Anno 1687 with 1500 French and Indians he 
invaded the Senekaes Country : The Year following Anna 
1688 in Revenge the Five Nations with about 1200 In- 
dians invaded the IQand of Monreal (the Governor- Ge« 
neral and Wife being then in the Town of Monreal) ra- 
vaged the Country, killed about 1000 Perfons, and carried 
pjf a few Captives j to return this in fome Meafure, in 
the Beginning of K. William's Reign the French and their 
Indians to the Number of about 300 Men, in the Night 
Time furprized ScheneUaday in New- Fork Government, 
and murdered 63 People. In the Beginning of Queen 
/hue's War, the Colonies of Canada and New-Tork agreed 
— - ■■ " ■■■; " ' ~ 7 — -^ " ■ ~ 

many Jmerican Troops are kept on Foot, by the Direction of the 
Court of Grtat-Jiniaiti, at a great Charge defigned for the Reduction 
of Canada, the Land-forces deftincd from Home for this Expedition, 
are diverted from a Canada. Expedition this Seafon, and fent to Flan- 
tiers, for 3 g£anJ Effort or critical Trial of Skill, and likely may prove 
(Jie Crifis of the prder!; War. 

for 
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Jci a Neutrality between their refpective Indians during 
the War, and an advantageous Dutch Trade all that Time 
was carried on from Albany to Mowed by Means of ths 
Indians. 

The Commanders in Chief formerly were called Ad- 
mirals of New-France, afterwards Vice-Roys, at prefent 
Governor and Lieutenant-Generals. Anno 1665 M. d& 
Tract Vice- Roy of French America, brought to Canada 
four independant Companies of regular Troops •, and in 
September the fame Year, M. Courfal Governor-General of 
Canada, arrived with a Regiment of Soldiers, and fome 
Families for Settlers ; at prefent their regular Troops con- 
Hi!: of about 28 independant Marine Companies very in- 
compleat, a Parcel of Racaille or Goal-Birds from France 
not to be depended upon. Anno 17 14 Father Cbark* 
voix writes, that Vandruc'il, Governor-General of Canada, 
at that Time, acquainted M. Ponchartrain Minuter in 
France, viz. Canada has actually in it but 4480 fencibte 
Men -, the 28 Companies of the King's regular Trodp 
amount only to 628 Men (like our late Nova-Scotia Conv 
paniesj and difperfed in the Extent of 1 00 Leagues. The-fr 
prefent Governor-General is Le Marquis de Beauharnois 
(fome returned Prifoners, fay, he is lately dead) the Inten- 
dant is M. Chawparni. 

The French Canada Indians. On our Side which is the 
South Side of the River St. Laurence they are Tribes of 
the New-England Nation of Abnaqui Indians, viz. De Lth 
reite a very fmall Tribe a little below Quebec ; WartSL 
mak on the River Befancourt or Puante over againft Les 
Trots Rivieres, not exceeding 40 fighting Men 5 about 
1 o Leagues higher is the Tribe of Aroufiguntecook on the 
River St. Francois, about 160 fighting Men ; on theEaft 
Side of Lake Champlain, is the Tribe of Meftajfuck 60 
fighting Men ; a little above Monreal are the Kabnuagas 
about 80 Men, being a Parcel of idle Ave Maria praying 
Indians, Runaways from the New-Tork Mohawks and 
River Indians. Their Indians on the North Side of St. 
Laurence River, are Les BJkimaux or Barbares of Terra 

de 
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de Labrador e, they eat their Flefh and Fifh raw, and go 
naked or covered with Seals and other Skins, they are 
in ftnall CJans, very idle, and of no great Benefit to Trade, 
are much difperfed ; Papinchois near the Mouth of the 
River St. Laurence ; Algonquins about 1500 Men about 
Quebec m faft Friendfhip with the French ; Outawawaas 
a very large Nation, extending back of the other N. W. 
to near the Bottom of Hudfon's-Bay ; S. W. are Les 
Ranards -, further South we muft leave the Indians for 
future Difcovsries. The General farms out the Indian 
Trade to private Companies or Partnerlhips of Indian 
Traders in certain Diftrifts. 

. 2. MisissiPi or Louifiana. It was firft difcovered by 
Juliet a Frenchman, Anno 1673. De la Salle Comman- 
dant of Fort Frontenac, traverfed the Wildernefs with" 
much Fatigue equal to the greateft of Pennances, Anno 
1679, 1680, 1681, 1682 and i683,he went by the Way 
of Lakes Erie and Ontario (in their Communication lie 
built a Fort called La Trouette) to Mififfipi. Anno 1 684 
he obtained of the Court of. France 4 Veffels with 200 
Soldiers aboard, and fail'd from Rochelle to difcover and 
fall in with the Mouth of the River Mififfipi -, it lies about 
the Middle of the North Shore of the Bay of Mexico •, 
he expected to find it in the Weftermoft Parts of this 
North Shore, according as it was laid down in the erro- 
neous Sea-Charts of that Time, and accordingly landed 
in the Bay St. Bernard, which he called Bay St. Louis, 
here he built Fort St. Louis but foon neglected, it is nearly 
in the fame Meridian with St. Cruz yy d. 30 m. W. from 
London : The French Maps extend the Louiftana further 
South to Rio Bravo in 25 d. N. Lat. From Bay St. Louis 
he; travelled by Land and difcovered the Mouth of the 
Mififfippi 1685 ;, in his Return for Canada, Anno 1686", 
he was killed by a Mutiny of his Men. 

The Source of the MifiJJipi is near Hudfon's-Bay Well 
of the great Lakes ; the French have travelled up this 
River in Canoes to 45 d. N. Lac. 

The 
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The firft Eftablifhment of the Colony was by Captain 

: berville Anno 1698, and although a natural and true 
Spanijh Property, the French Settlements were connived 
at by Philip V. King of Spain, Grandfon to Louis XIV. 
of Ffance. Anno 1 7 1 2. M. Crozat Secretary of Finances 
or Treafury, obtained from the King of France the fole 
Privilege of trading to and from the Mifijfipi for 15 
Years •, this turning to no Account, he relinquished it to 
the Regent of France, and by the Projection of M. Lawr y 
it was converted into the memorable Bubble of the Mi- 
fffipi-Comipany (any out of the Way remote, not eafily 
to be inveftigated Scheme of Colony and profitable Trade 
would have anfweredj this Mifijfipi fliam Company firft 
began to be hatched Anno 1 7 1 7. 

This Mifijfipi Colony extends from Bay St. Louis to 
Penfacola in a Sea-Line of near 200 Leagues, but all along 
the Water is fo fhoal, it is of no Ufe in Trade excepting 
the Mouth of Mifijfipi, and there the Country is unhealth- 
ful from the Inundations or Floods at certain Seafons by 
the diflblving of the Northward Snow, they have a fmaH 
Fur Trade and begin to plant Indigo, the Bay of Movile 
or U IJle Dauphine admits only of Veffels of fmall 
Draught. 

From Bay St. Louis or Bernard to Orleance upon the 1 
Mifijfipi the Refidence of the Governor-General are about 
140 Leagues, thence to Vlfle Dauphine where a Sub-Go- 
vernor refides are 40 Leagues, thence to Penfacola a Span- 
ijh Settlement are 15 Leagues : From V Jfle Dauphine in 
N.Lat. 30 m. 30 d. W. Long. fromParis 92 d.or 89 d. 3c? 
m. Weft from London, are 7 d. 30 m. Long. Eaft to 
Cape Florida. 

* III. Portuguefe Difcovertes and Settlements. 
Brazil is a narrow Slip, its Sea-Line extends from thi 
River Amazons under the EquinottiaU to Rio de la Plata, 

• «— Mm n ■ I- ' ■ I " 1 — 

* As a few additional Pages may conduce. toward -..a fall and diftinft 
.but contracted, View of aM the >V the teveral 

. frfojpofta. 
By 



104 -^Summary, Hiflorical and Political, &c. 

By Treaty of Baden Anno 17 14 Spain rebgns to Portugal 
in full Property and Jurifdi&ion, the Territory and Co- 
Jony of the Sacrament on the North Branch of Rio de la 
Plata ; Portugal not to allow of any Traders to Brazil^ 
but the^ European Portuguefe. The Portuguefe have a 
Fort on the North Side of the Entrance of La Plata in 
S. Lat. 34 d. 

Brazil was a Portuguefe accidental Difcovery ; in fail- 
ing for their Settlements and Factories in the Eafi-Indies, 
Anno 1500, a Brazil Fket by the Eafterly Trade Winds 
was drove upon the Coafl: of Brazil. They made no 
Settlement of Confequence until Anno 1549. King John 
fent over Settlers and Soldiers. 

It is divided into 14 Captain-Ships, whereof 8 belong 
to the King and 6 to private Proprietors ; a!! under one 
Vice-Roy who refides at Bahia or Bay of all Saints in 
S. Lat. 12 d. 45 m. 

The Portuguefe upon their firft Arrival in Brazil cru- 
elly murdered the Indians in the fame Manner as the Span- 
iards had done in Mexico and Peru \ doubtlefs the po- 
litical Reafon was, their being too numerous to be kept 
under a continued Subjection •, but their religious Evafion 
was, Dominion is founded upon Grace, therefore none 
hare any Right to Life or Land but the true Roman Ca- 
tholicks, Tantum potuit fuadere malorum Religio. 

: Portugal, confequently Brazil, was in the Spanifh Ju- 
rifdiction from Anno 1580 to 1640 •, Philip II. of Spain 
claimed as he was the Son of the elded Daughter of K. 
Emanuel of Portugal; whereas the Dutchefs of Braganza, 
was a Daughter of the Son of K. Emanuel, a. better Tide. 
The Butch revolted from and at War with Spain, become 
Mailers of the Northern Parts of Brazils fox fame Years ; 
upon the Revolution of Portugal in Favour of the Houfe 
of Braganza Krmo 1640 the Butch gradually loft Ground, 
the Butch chufing rather to out the Portuguefe from the 
Spice- IJlands, than divert their Force to keep jPoiTeirion of 
Brazil ; by Cromwell* s War with the Butch y Anno 164a 
May^ to Anno 1654 Jpril, they could not afford fufficient 

Protection 
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FrotecYion to their Conquefts there (Anno 1641 the Dutch 
made a Truce with the Portuguefe (Uti pojjidetis) for 10 
Years) and from the above Conflagrations and their fmall 
Country not affording fpare People fufficient to fettle there, 
the Dutch made a total Surrender by a Treaty Annoi66i* 

Their rich Mines diverted them from their former Su- 
gar Bufinefs, and the other European Colonies have got 
i nto it. The yearly Import of Gold toPortugal> for fome 
Years pad has been about 3 Million Sterling per Annum. 

Anno 1 7 1 1 The French took Rio dejaniero and brought 
it to Contribution j it is from thence that mod of their 
Gold is fhipt. The Brazil Fleet for that Port in S. Lat.' 
23 d. lets out in January •, for Babta, in near 13 d. SJ 
Lar, they fet out in February ; for Fernambuc in 8 d, S„ 
Lat. they fet out in March -, and- upon their Return leave 
thefe Parts in May and June. Moft of the Brazil Har- 
bours are a dangerous Navigation, becaufe of funkea 
Rocks at a fmall Depth. 

The moft valuable Imports to Portugal from Brazils 
are Gold (generally coined there at Babia marked B. and 
Rio de Jainero marked R.. ) found in feparate Grains or 
fmall Pieces, or intermixed with Spar, but not extracted 
or feparated from Silver and other Metals as in Mexico % 
and of late Diamonds generally i* fmall and of a bad 
Water. IV; 

-j- We have lately, in the News-Papers from Europe, a romantick 
Account, of a huge Diamond fent Home from Brazils to the King 
of Portugal of 1680 Carats (a Carat is 4 Grains) the News- Writers 
to heighten the Romance, put it 224 Millions Sterling Value; whereas 
even according to the ancient high Valuation of Diamonds (formerly 
a Diamond of one Carat of a good Water and well polilhed was va- 
lued at 10^. S:erling, or 1 10 Dutch Florins, the Value of thofe more 
weighty was the Square of Carats multiplied into the Value of one 
Carat ; Diamonds moft irf Demand are from 1 and half Grains to 6 
Grains) if cut and polifhed of the bqft Water would not exceed z% 
Millions Sterling, and if only brute or not cut, not above half that 
Value, and if we fuppofe it of a bad Water, as are moft of the Brazil 
Diamond";, perhaps not much better than fome curious well cut and 
polifhed Peebles, this will reduce the Value very much. Formerly 
the largeft Diamonds known were. \ . That of the Great Mogul (for- 

O merly 
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IV. Butch Difcoveries and Settlements. 

The Butch JVeft-India Company is of little or no Con- 
sideration ; the Price of their AcYions (or Stock as it is 
called in London) 30 to 35 •, whereas thtButch Ea/l India 
Company Actions at prefent are about 350. t For many 
Years their whole Bufinefs was Depredations or Piracies 
upon the Spaniards and Portuguese, in which they were 
very fuccefs.ful •, firft they took a Brazil Fleet in Bahia 
or Bay of All-Saints, next they took two Ships of the 
Spanijh Plate-Fleet near Cuba, fome Time after they took 
a Spanijh Plate-Fleet worth twelve Millions of Florins. 
At prefent the Interlopers run away with the Company's 
Trade and Profits. 
—■——.— .I. 11 . 11 1-- 

merly all Diamonds of any Value came from the MoguPs Dominions) 
of 279 Carats. 2. That of the Grand Duke of Tufcany of 1 59 La- 
Tats but inclining to a Citron Colour. 3. Governor Pitt's Diamond 
fold to the Crown of France for 2 Millions of Livres or 155,000 £. 
Sterling, it was of 127 Carats. 

-f- In Amsterdam-Bank, there is no Sale of A&ions or Stock, it 
5s not properly a Company. It was eftabljfhed Anno 1609 by a 
Placaert or Act of the Vroedfchap or Town Council, the State of 
jimjierdam oblige themfelves to make good all Monies lodged in this 
Bank. They retain the fame intrinfkk Value of Denominations, as 
they were at the Time of the Erection of this Bank, thus for Inftance, 
a Ducatoon at that Time was three Guilders, and fo continues to be re- 
ceived and paid away there ; whereas in the common Currency of Hol- 
land, it is reckoned 63 Stivers, and the Par of the Agio is 5 per Cent. 
N. B. Here is a Method to prevent Depreciation, and qualifies this 
Bank for that univerfal Credit which it has cbiain'd in all foreign 
Trade ; notwithstanding we may obferve that the bell Conftitutions 
upon Earth may be mocked by very extraordinary Events, Anno 1672 
upon that fudden rapid Invafion of the feven united Provinces by 
France, the Transfers in this Bank were fold at 1 o per Cent difcount, 
for current Money, which with the Addition of the Agio is in Effeft 
1 5 ftr Cent. This Bank is the Merchant's Calhire, and he negotiates 
his Affairs by Transfers in his Folio, a Bank Transfer is a legal Ten- 
der ; when the Bank pays out Specie, which feldom happens, they 
retain one Eighth per Cent for keeping, telling, &c. Merchants of 
great Dealings, for 10 Ducatoonsper Annum have the State of their 
Account fent to their Lodgings every Morning; the Charge of trans- 
ferring a Sum exceeding 300 Guilders coll only one Stiver or Penny. 
There was a Bankeftabliihed at Reterdam Anno 1636, it is ofno.Note. 

After 
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After Anno 1621, upon the Expiration of the Dutch 
12 Years Truce with Spain, they difturbed the Brazil 
Settlements (the Portuguefe Dominions were at that Time 
under the Spanijh Jurifdiclion) and were troublefome in 
Chili, they got fome Footing in Guiana and retained a 
confiderable Footing in the North Parts of Brazil, for 
fome Years. 
TheDutc /^Settlements in America are not confiderable^/r. 

1. Amongft the Garibee Iflands, the fmall Ifland of 
Statia or St. Eujtace, a few Leagues Weft from St. Kits ; 
here is a Dutch IVeJl-India Company Governor ; notwith- 
(landing the Dutch Interlopers carry on here, a confide- 
rable Trade with the French and Britijh People of the 
Caribee Iflands ; in this Port the Britijh and French Ame- 
ricans carry on a confiderable Intercourfe of Trade ; and 
from St. Kits much Sugar and MolafTes are brought 
clandeftinely to fave the 4 and half per Cent, and the 
Plantation-Duty, and Plantation-Bonds. This Ifland is 
not capable of making above 100,000 lb. wt. Sugar per 
Annum. The Governor of Statia fends a Commandant 
to the fmall Ifland of Sabia, which raifes only fome Stock 
or Market Provifions ; he has alfo a Commandant in 
St. Martin's Ifland, this feems to be a neutral Ifland, at 
prefent a few Dutch and fome French live there, but of 
no Consideration. 

2. Amongft the lefTer Antilles {Cuba, Jamaica, Hifpa- 
niola, and Porto-Rico are called the greater Antilles) upon 
the Coaft of Caraccoes or Windward Coaft of the Spanijh 
Main, their principal Settlement is the fmall Ifland of 
Cur a Jo, lies about 8 Leagues from the Terra Firma in 12 
d. N. Lat. The Dutch took it from the Spaniards, Anno 
1634 ; their chief Bufin'efsis an interlooping fmuggling 
Trade with the Windward Coaft of the Spanijh Main. 
Adjoining to it are the Dutch fmall Iflands of Aruba Eaft- 
ward, and Weft ward are Bonaire, Ave s, Roca, and Orchilla 
of no Confiderarion. 

3. Guiana ; their chief Settlement is Surinam. It was 
taken by the Dutch from the Englijb in the" Beginning of 

King 
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King Charles IPs Reign, and .confirmed to them byjth 
Treaty of Breda Anno 1667 in Exchange -for .New-Tork 
Confirmed to the. Engtifi. Here are three . Proprietors 
concerned, viz. The Dutch Weft- Iridic Company, the 
Town of Amjterdam^ and Admiral Someifdikes- Heirs, it 
is garrifon'd by a Detachment of one Man out of each 
Dtitcb Foot Company of regular Troops, It is a Sugar 
Colony, they keep their Books in light Pieces of Ku;;r, 
Royals, and Stivers ; 6 Stivers .make a Royal, 8, Royals 
make a Fiece of -JEighr. Their Currency is 20 per Cent 
worfethan the Currency in Holland, a Holland's Guilder 
paffes for 24 Stivers; their large Currency is tranf, 
ferring Bills of .Exchange upon.-JmJierdam, at the Differ- 
ence of 20 per Cent j a heavy Piece of Eight pafTcs fo| 
three Guilder^. ^ f j 3i J v 

New-England has a confiderable Trade with Surinam 
For MolafTes. Surinam Government by Proclamation 
Jan. 27. 1705 N. S. allow the Importation of * Horfes 
and neat Cattle, from our Colonies, at an Impoft of fevea 
Guilders per Head, with Tunnage of feven Guilders par 
laft oftwoTun /hipping ; there is alfo a Duty of 5 perQent 
out (6 per Cent inward) upon two Third Value of Goodsj 

Weft or to the Leeward of Surinam is Barbie e a new 
Settlement, belonging to a feparate Company, in a very 
thriving Way, Shares are fold at a very great Advance. 

Weft of Barbice is another Dutch Settlement Efauibe 
(the Englijb Seamen, much guilty' of corrupting foreign 
Words, call it, Ife a Cape) this furnimes good Mill Tim. 
ber for alJ the Weji -India Sugar Setriemejns, and produce! 
Quantities of Balfatn Capim, the befc oTall the mediahaf 
natural Balfams. ylfcqnniiq rti aoq 

Cayenne a fmall French Settlement in Guiana, Eafr, that 
is to Windward-of Surinam, it lies in K La t' '4.6. 55m,. 
it is a Sugar- Colony. New-England ferfds 2 or 3' 'Sloop's 
to Cayenne yearly for MolafTes. : f jf St.ThqmK. 

* In Ne'wttgtancttfreTe is a^reT^oFlmaTrmean "TTorfes called" 
*Jadtsax Surinamfri, thefe ruoand feed in the wafte kcfntfs'at Irttle'qr 
no Charge, and attrfoipt offioSvrinfiri for the'Uie ^f tW^i^&jg* 
m tht Sugar Plantations. 
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f St. Thomas, one of the Virgin Iflands, is corn^rt 
hended in the Com million of the Governor- General 
our Leeward Iflands •, at prefent it is in Pofleflion of a 
Danijh Company, feldom any Company's Ships to be feen 
there ♦, the King of Denmark has a Negative in all their 
Proceedings, they mayraife about 2500,000 lb. Weight 
of Sugar per Annum, they raife fome Cotton ; here is a 
Brandebourg or Prujfian Factory. All their Ordinances 
and publick Writings are in Hollands or low Dutch, which 
is the Mother- Tongue of the Ifland. Their Currency is 
as in Surinam. It is a Sort of neutral Port, but under 
good CEconomy. 

Tobago lies in 1 1 d. 30 m. N. Lat -, 59 d. W. from 
London, about 40 Leagues South from Barbadoes, near 
the Spanijh Ifland Trinadad, which lies near the Mouth of 
che River Oranoke. K. Charles II. made a Grant of it 
to the Duke of Courland to be fettled only by the Subjects 
of England and Courland. The Duke of Courland made 
feveral Grants in it to Engli/hm en, but continues not fettled. 

-*V/. Crux. The EngUJh, French and fianijh have ai 
Times claim'd it ; it continues a neutral Ifland, lies Soul 
from- the Virgin Iflands. 

V. Britijh fir ft American Difcoveries, and Weft India : 
Ifland Settlements. 

r a 

I come to a Clofe of the introductory Account of >4r 
itierican Affairs in general, it has infenfibly fwelled in -the 
handling much beyond my firft Plan •, j I hope it is n§# 
tedious to the curious and intelligent J^den ; We now; 
etiter upon the principally intended Subje£t> u the Britijb 
Settlements in America. An Author, without Ostentation 
defigning a common Good, may endeavour^ to,£oncil#te 
Attention and Faith in his Readers, .^"o.rvfe j& bqttv 
with the Inftinct or innate Knowledge of his.Narive or 
Mother Country ^ and do.es_not. generidly. enter upon fiich, 

-' , ' ' ■ .'. ' ■ ' -•■■/• ' * " 

. f We annex the following fhort Paragraphia jw^-ouriiattiae^ 
ntiou of the Jmtriian Settlements from^ifn^cDinpleaj:.. 

RefearchfesK 
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Refearches until 25 iEt. the Air of the Soil and juvenile 
Converfation do not much contribute towards this ; 
Therefore a Perfon not a Native, but not a Foreigner, 
who comes into any Country at that Age, and enters upon 
and profecutes fuch Investigations from perfonal Obfer- 
vations, and credible Correfpondencies for a Courfe of 
thirty Years, may be faid, as if born in the Country. I 
hope Criticks, Natives of any of thcfe our Colonies, will 
not reckon it a Preemption in me to eiTay the following 
Accounts ; efpecially as at prefent, no Native appears to 
undertake this laborious but ufeful Performance ; I ac- 
knowledge it to be a Performance not of Genius, but of 
Labour, and Method to render it diftinct and clear. 

The American Colonies can not be claimed by the fe- 
veral European Nations from Preocupancy (they were not 
Derelicts but in Poflfeflion of the aboriginal Indians) nor 
by Inheritance, nor by what the Law of Nature and Na- 
tions deem a juftifiable Conquefl ; therefore the adventu- 
ring European Powers, could only give to fome of their 
particular Subjects, an exclufive Grant of negociatingand 
purchafing from the natural Proprietors the native Indians, 
and thereupon a Power of Jurifdiction. 

Formerly Priority of Difcovery, even without a con- 
tinued Occupancy or Poffefiion was deem'd a good Claim : 
Thus we originate our Claims in North America from the 
Cabots coafting from Prima Vijla in 66 d. to 34 d. N. 
Lat. although for near a Century following, we made no 
Settlements there, and did not fo much as navigate the 
Coaft; becaufe Henry VIII was a vicious Prince, the Af- 
fairs of his "Wives and Perplexities with the Church gave 
him full Employment ; Edward VI was a Minor -, Q^ 
Mary a wicked Woman and bigotted Roman Catholick, 
her fole Attention was to re-eftabliih. Popery, at that Time 
wearing out of Fafhion, in am oft inhumane, execrable, 
Furious, zealous Manner ; good Queen Elizabeth a great 
Encourager of Trade and Navigation in fome Refpects, 
but had the diftrefling of the Spaniards, and Protection 
of the Dutch, more in her Intentions, than the making of 

Difcoveries 
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Difcoveries and Settlements in America. Royal Grants 
of Lands if not occupied, and in Procefs of Time if ano- 
ther Grant (with OccupancyJ is made to others, the firft 
Grant becomes void. Thus Duke Hamilton's Grant in 
the Naraganfet Country, Mr. Mafotfs Grant of New- 
Hampjhire, and many Grants in the N.E. Parts of New- 
England are become void. 

The Cabot s of Venetian Extract, Anno 1695 obtained 
from K. Henry VII a Patent for the Property of all Lands 
they mould difcover Weftward of Europe, one Fifth of 
the clear Profit is referved to the King. Henry VII. was 
a Lover and Hoarder up of Money. They fitted out 
from Brijlol Anno 1496, proceeded along the North 
Shore of America till obftru&ed by the Ice •, then they 
turned their Courfe Southward, and at Length their Pro- 
vifions proving fcanty, they were obliged to put off for 
England. Thus the Cabots in the Name of, and by Con> 
millions from the Crown of England began to range the 
Continent of North- America, before Columbus from the 
Crown of Spain difcovered any Part of the Continent of 
America, from 1492 to 1498 Columbus difcovered only 
the Ifiands in the Gulph of Mexico. The Cabots were 
good induftrious Navigators, they were the firft who wea- 
thered the North Cape of Europe. 

The next Patent for Difcoveries and Settlements in 
America was March 25. 1584 to + Sir Walter Raleigh 

f Sir Walter Rahigh, of a good but reduced Family in De<vonJhire y 
was handfome, robuft, and eloquent, had a liberal Education, and wa» 
brought up at the Inns of Court j he was much in Favour with Q^ 
Elizabeth, and difcovered Guiana Anno 1595- He was in the Plot 
againft K. James I. with Lord Cobham, Grey, &c convicled and con- 
demned for High Treafon ; he was 1 3 Years in Prifon and wrote 
the Hiftory of the World ; he projected a Scheme to liberate himfelf, 
by propofing to the Court the Difcovery of a Gold Mine in.Gi/iana, 
(he was naturally a mighty Hunter after Mines of Minerals, Metals 
and precious Stones) was fitted out, proceeded, and returned empty ; 
being unfuccefsful, and by the Refentment of Gunda more the Spanijb 
Ambaflador at the Court of England, his former Sentence was averred 
and he was beheaded. 

and 
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and Aflbciates, for difcovering and planting Lands in 
North- America, not actually pofTefied by any Chriftian 
Prince : That fame Year two fmalJ Veflfels were fent via 
Canaries and the Caribee-ljlands (this, in thefe Days was 
reckoned the only Rout of Navigation for any Part of 
America) to trade upon that Coaft, upon their R turn, 
in Honour to the Virgin Queen Elizabeth, it was called 
Virginia, reaching fo far North as the Gulph of St. Lau- 
rence. Anno 1585 Sir Walter fent Sir Richard Greenville 
with feveral Veffels and 108 People to begin a Plantation ; 
they landed upon the Ifland Roanoke near the Mouth of 
Albemarle River in North-Carolina. Sir Francis Drake 
from the Spanijh Weft- Indies by Way of the Gulph of 
Florida Stream, touched in at Roanoke Anno 7586, thefe 
People Settlers dififatisfied, mod of them returned with 
him to England. Anno 1587 and 1589 Mr. White with 
the Character of Governor, brought over fome People 
to Cape Hat teras, but effected no Settlement. 

No further Attempt worth mentioning, was made un- 
til Anno 1606, Sir Walter Raleighby his Attainder having 
forfeited his Patent, feveral Adventurers petitioned the 
King for Grants, and a Grant was made to two Companies, 
in one Charter, viz. to the London Adventurers from 34 
d. to 41 d. N. Lat. the other Company was the Brijiol, 
Exeter, Plymouth &c. Adventurers, from 38 d. to 45 d. 
N. Lat. Thus perhaps the in-common and conltquent- 
ly neglected Part from Cape Charles to Conneclicut might 
fall into the Dutch Hands. In the firft Cumpany of Ad- 
venturers feveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, obtained a 
Patent with Power of Government for a certain Diftrict, 
the Jurifdiction to be in a Prcfident and (landing Council ; 
they fitted out Capt. Newport with 3 Ships and 100 Set- 
tlers ; they fail'd into Chefapeak-Bay and 50 Miles up 
James River, and began a Settlement called James- Town. 
Here properly begins the firft Planting of our eldeft Co- 
lony Virginia % the further Narrative of this Colony be- 
longs to the Section of Virginia, 

The 
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i ./: other Company in the fame Charter of Anno 
•6, called the Company of Plymouth, or Weft-Country 
Adventurers, yiz. Sir John Popham Chief Juftice., Sir 
linand Gorge Governor. of Plymouth, &c. began their 
(Adventures in Trace and Settlements at Sagadahock in 
./, about the fame Time. 
Their firft Adventure was taken by the Spaniard ; 
Anno 1608 they fitted out Captains Papham-.^nd Gilbert 
with People or Settlers, and Stores, and built a Fort St. 
George near Sagadahock •, it came to nothing. Anno 
1614 Capt. Smith fometime Prefident of Virginia 
cllled the Traveller, a good folid judicious Writer 
in general, fitted out two Ships and made a good 
Voyage in Trade •, upon his Return to \ England, he pre- 
fenred a Plan of the Country to the Court, and it was 
ea?Hed New -England. As after a few Years the London 
Company diiTblved, {o, it feems was the Fate of this Com- 
pany, and Anno 1620 Nov. 3. King James I. did grant to 
a Company of Adventurers called the Council of Ply- 
mouth, 40 in Number, all Lands from 40 d, to 48 d. 
N. Lat. keeping up the Ciaim to New Netherlands or 
Nova Belg'ta, at that Time in PofTefiion of the Dutcb 9 
atprefentthe Briti/h Colonies of New-York, Netv-Jerjies 9 
ahd Penfylvamd. This f Council of Plymouth made fe- 
veral Grants which were found faulty from their Indif- 
tinctnefs, and having no Power to delegate Jurifdiction.' 
Here we muft break off, and refer the further Narration' 
to the : Sections of the New-England Colonies, which were 
the Council of Plymouth Grants. 

"The firft Inducements of the Englijh Adventurers to. 
take out Patents for Countries or Lands in America, and 
to fufTer fo much in Settling, were the Hopes of finding 
rich Mines of Minerals, Metals and Precious Stones, and, 
.... . . . . ,.. -' 

-J- The Company or Council of Plymouth, by their Charter or Patent 
hail a Power to convey any Portion of their granted Lands to any of 
his MtfjsTfty s Subjects : After having made many indiftfn'ft and inter-' 
fering Grants, did furrender their Charter to the-Cr&fern, by an Icutu- 
nvsnt under their common Seal, June 7. 1635. 

P 
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a Thorough-Fare to the Eafl- Indies or Spice- I/lands. Af- 
ter fome Time thefe Projectors finding themfelves dif- 
appointed, the old Patents were neglected or annihilated; 
in the End of James I. Reign, and Beginning of Charles I. 
new Grants were procured : But by Reafon of the fol- 
lowing civil Confufions and Divifions, the Conditions of 
thefe new Grants were not complied with ; and People 
lit down at Plcafure and at Random •, upon the Refto- 
ration of King Charles II, thefe Settlers petitioned for pe- 
culiar Grants (as we fhall obferve in the feveral Sections 
of Colonies) particularly of Maryland, Carolina, New- 
Tor k, Conneclicut, Rhode- IJland. 

The firft Grants from the Crown, were generally ex- 
prefTed to run back Inland ioo Miles ; afterwards the 
Stile was due Weft to the South-Seas, or until they met 
with fome other Chriftian Settlement ; fometimes it is 
expreiTed from Sea to Sea, Eafl and Weft : At prefent 
the Words are to run back indefinitely. Many of the 
firft Grants were by falfe or uncertain Defcriptions, and 
did interfere with one another •, as we may obferve in 
the Hiftory of their feveral Boundaries in Procefs of 
Time rectified and at prefent fettled. 

The Settling of our fundry Colonies, have been upon 
feveral Occafions and from various Beginnings. New- 
England was firft fettled by People from England, tenacious 
of their own Non-conformift Way of religious Worfhip, 
were refolved to endure any Hardfhips, viz. a very diftant 
Removal, Inclemencies of the Climate, Barrennefs of the 
Soil,&c. inOrder to enjoy their own Way of thinking,called 
Gofpel- Privileges, in Peace and Purity. Our Weft- India If- 
Jands have been fettled or increafed, fome of them by 
Royalifts, fome by Parliamentarians ; fome by * Tories^ 
fome by Whigs, at different Times Fugitives or Exiles 

* Whig and Tory, originally were reciprocal Party cant Names of 
Contempt, they began in the Reign of King Charles II. Tories af 
ferted, Paffive Obedience and Non-Refiitance as a Prerogative of the 
the Crown j Whigs maintained that Liberty and Property was a na- 
tural Privilege of the People. 

from 
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from their native Country. Virginia and Maryland have 
been for many Years and continue to be a Sink for 
traniported Criminals. Pennfylvania being the Property 
of Mr. Penn, a Quaker, he planted it with Quakers (as 
Lord Baltimore for the fame Reafon at firft planted Ma" 
ryland with Roman Catbolicks) it is lately very much in- 
creafed by Hufbandmen fwarming from Ireland and 
Germany. 

2. The Britifh IJland Settlements. 

The Britijh American Colonies, efpecially their Iflands 
in and near the Gulph of Mexico, are the Spanijh Leav- 
ings ; the Spaniards their firft Difcoverers, made no Ac- 
count of them •, and' when the Englifh began to fettle 
them, they were not difturbed by the Spaniard, as if be- 
low their Notice. The Englijh at firft had no other De- 
fign there, only to djftrefs the Spaniards ; thus Sir Francis 
Drake made feveral Depredations there, but no Settle- 
ment, Anno 1585 he took St. Domingo, Carthagena, and 
St. Augujtine, and foon quitted them. Anno 1597 Porto 
Rico was conquered by the Englijh, but dropt. 

The Britijh American Ifland Governments, may be 
enumerated under thefe Heads, viz. The two fmall Set- 
tlements of. Bermudas and Providence or Bahama- IJlands, 
and the three general Governments of Barbados, Leeward 
IJlands, and Jamaica : Thcfe three Governments are call- 
ed the Britijh Sugar Klands. As at prefent Sugar is of 
general Ufe, and occafions a vaft Branch of publick Re- 
venue to the Nations of Great Britain, France, and Hol- 
land, a DigrefTion concerning Sugar may be acceptable. 

A DigrcJJion concerning Sugar. 

The antient Greeks and Romans ufed Honey only for 
Sweetning, Sugar was not known amongft them : Paulus 
AEgineta, a noted Compiler of Medical Hiftory, and one 
of the laft Greek Writers upon that Subject, about Anno 

625 
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625 is the firft who exprefly mentions Sugar, it was at 
prft called, Mel Arundinaceum, that is, Reed or Cane 
Honey. It came from China, by Way of the Eaft-Indies 
3nd Arabia to Europe. As Spirits (Spiritus Ardentes) 
pot above a Century ago were ufed only as officinal 
Ccrdhjls'^ but now are become an £ndemial Plague 
every where, being a pernicious Ingredient in moft of our 
Beverages : So formerly Sugar v;as only ufed in Syrups, 
Conferves, and fuch like Arabian medicinal Compositions. 
It is at prefent become of univerfal and moft noxious 
Ufe, it fouls our animal Juices and produces Scrophulas, 
Scurvys, and other putrid Diforders j by relaxing the 
§olids ? it occafions 'watery Swellings £nd catarrhous Ails, 
it induces Hyjlerick and other nervous Diforders ; there- 
fore fjaould be fparingly ufed efpecially by our weaker 
Sex, they are naturally of a Fibra laxa. 

The Ifland Colonies (in a peculiar Manner they are 
called the Weft- Indies) had the Sugar- Cane from the Bra- 
zils % the Portuguefe of Brazil might have them from 
their Settlements in the || Eaft-Indies : At prefent the 
Flavour and Smell of our Sugars, and of thofe from Bra- 
zils cli^Ter confiderably, this may be attributed to what 
the French call, Le Gout de Terroir ■, thus it is with 
Wines from tranfplanted Vines •, Virginia Tobacco, and 
Brazil, and Varinas Tobacco differ upon this Account. 

Arundo Sacharifera C. B. P. Sugar- Cane, are the Bo- 
tanical Latin and Englifh Tribe Names •, it grows to five 



|| China boaits much of the Antiouiry of hs Policy, and not with- 
out Reafon, they feem to be the elder Brother of ail the Nations in 
'Jfia, Jfridi and. T.uropc ; we can trace, even in our P„ecord?, which 
do not go back exceeding 2503 Years, many no-able Things from 
thence, fuch as the SiJk IVcrn:, the £ug«r Cam, the Small Peg, &;. 
America having no known Land Communication with thole, and the 
jren.-uiate Navigation 10 long, that until ;he late Improvements in 
Navigation, America and the Moon w€re much upon the fame Footing 
with Refpect to Europe, .dfia and Jfrica : Hence it is, that upon our 
pifcoveries of America, excepting Speech, which is natural to Mankind, 
they !etm to have been only a gregarious Sort of Man Brutes ; that 
Is they liyld in. Tribes or Herds and Nations, without Letters or Arts 
further than to acquire the NeceiTaiies of Life. 

fix 
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fix or more Feet high ; articulated or jointed with a 
Gramineous or Reed Leaf. The Canes are generally 
planted in Augujl, and cut down from Chriftmas to June, 
of the following, not the fame Year ; they are from 
16 to 22 Months upon the Ground •, this Produce al- 
lows of a great Latitude as to gathering in, without any 
confiderable Lois: If cut feafonably and foon, they 
yield more Juice, but lets rich than if let (landing a few 
Months longer : Moreover Canes that might have been 
cut end of December, the Planters are under a Neceflity 
to keep fome of them growing 'till June, to furnifli Prq- 
vinder, which is Cane-Tops for their Cattle. One Gallon 
of Cane Liquor may yield, about 1 Pound 3 Quarters of 
Sugar, a Pot of 60 wt. of Sugar, may drop about 3 Gal- 
lons Molaffes, 1 Gallon MolaiTes if good, yields near 1 
Gallon Rum or Proof Spirit ; by claying Sugars loo fe a- 
bove 2 fevenths, which runs into MolaiTes : The Dif- 
ference upon the Improvement of Sugars generally is in 
this Proportion, viz. If Mufcovadoe fell at 2sf per Ct. 
wt, firft Clays fell at 35, fecond Clays at 45, third Clays 

at 55. 

The Manufacture is reckoned equal in Value to the 
Produce or Cultivation -, it has many chargeable Articles, 
the Mill, the Boiling- Houfe', the Curing-Houfe, Still- 
Houfe, Store-Houfe ; Sugars are diftinguifhed into Muf- 
covados, by the French called Sucar Bis or Brute, firft, 
fecond, and third Clayings or Refinings. 

The Cultivation of the Cane -, a Length of few Joints 
or Knots laid flat or horizontally in Holes, thefe Holes 
are half Foot deep or better, 3 Feet long, 2 Feet wide ; 
30 good Field Negroes may hoe one Acre a Day ; from 
each Joint or Oculus proceeds a Reed of Canes. 

In Barbados the Charge of Cultivation and Manufac- 
ture of Sugar (fuppofmg the Labour hired, as it happens 
in fome particular CircumftancesJ is about 15^. per Acre, 
an Acre at a Medium is reckoned to produce 2500 £. 
wt. Sugar ; therefore all exceeding 12/ per Ct. wt. in 
' the Price of Sugars, is clear Profit to the Planter. N. B. 

The 
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The Rum defrays the ordinary Expence of the Plantation. 
They allow one good Field Negro for one Acre Canes, all 
Labour included. The Labour is very confiderable (fup- 
pofing theGround well cleared and brought too) wz. boi- 
ling, planting, dunging, weeding, hilling, and cutting. 

After the firft Purchafe, the Charge of a Sugar Plan- 
tation Negro, is very fmall, not exceeding 40/ per An. 
For Cloathing and Feeding ; when full cloathed, it is 
Jacket and Breeches for the Men, Jacket and Pettycoat 
for the Women of Oznabrigs at 9 d. per Yard, and a 
coarfe red mild Cap ; the Negroes of one Plantation live 
in contiguous Huts like an African Town ; are allowed 
fome fhort Time, viz. Saturday Afternoon and Sundays, 
with a fmall Spot of Ground to raife Provifions for them- 
felves •, or if new Negroes are-allowed one Pint of Guinea 
Corn, one fait Herring, or an Equivalent per Day in 
other Provifions of fait Mackrel, dry'd Salt-Fifh, Indian 
Corn, &c. Barbados requires a Supply of 4000 or 5000 
new Negroes per Annum. 

The Planters divide their Cane- Lands into Thirds, viz. 
one Third (landing Canes, another Third new-planted 
Canes, and the other third fallow. In Barbados they 
plant every Crop or fecond Crop, in the other Iflands 
they have Ratoons, or fegond, third, fourth &c. Crops 
from the fame Roots, but every fucceeding Year they 
yield lefs. 

The Quantity of Sugar imported per Annum from 
the Britifh Sugar-Iflands to Great-Britain is about 80,000 
to 85,000 Hoglheads at 1000 wt. per Hofhead. 

In Imitation of the French, by an Act of Parliament 
1739, Britifh Sugars are allowed to be carried directly, 
without entring in Great- Britain, to any foreign Port 
South of Cape Finiflerre, under certain Reftrictions too 
long for our Enumeration. About 50 Years ago the 
French were chiefly fupplied with Sugars from Great- 
Britain, at prefent they fupply themfelves, and can af- 
ford to underfell us in all Markets, the Mediterranean, 
Holland, Hamburgh, &c. 

An 
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An exact minute Lift of the fuccejfive Governors in the 
feveral Iflands, are fcarce of any Hiftorical Ufe, unlefs 
where fome Things remarkable have happened during 
their Government •, therefore without making much En- 
quiry, I fhall only mention thofe who eafily occur. 

The Weft-India Iflands, together with Virginia, Mary- 
land and Car o Unas, are of vaft Profit to Great-Britain, by 
the Labour of above Three Hundred Thoufand Slaves, 
maintained at a very fmall Charge. Here we obferve a 
Sort of puritanical grofs Error, in the Utopian Charter 
Conftitution of the Colony of Georgia not allowing of the 
Labour of Slaves, and by the Experience of feveral Years> 
this feems to be a principal Reafon of theSettlement com- 
ing to nothing. By A6h of their Affemblies Slaves 
or Negroes are real Eftate, but may be fued for and re- 
covered by perfonal Action. If it were not for the Ne- 
groes and Molatoes born in thefe Colonies reckoning 
themfelves Natives, it would be impoffible to keep fo 
many able-bodied Slaves in Subjection by a few valetu- 
denary white Men : There have been from Time to 
Time Infurrections of Negroes •, but were difcovered, 
and the Ringleaders executed in the moft cruel and de- 
terring Manner that could be contrived. Slaves in any 
felloniousCafe are tried, not by a Jury and Grand Seflions, 
but by two Juftices and three Freeholders, a Majority 
condemns them and orders Execution. They generally 
value new Negroes in this Manner, a Negro of 10 iEt. 
and of 40 flLt. are upon a Par, from 20 to 25 ELt. is 
reckoned their Prime ; from 40 JEt. upwards, their Va- 
lue gradually decreafes, as it does from 10 iEt. down- 
wards. 

The Voyages from London to Barbados or Leeward 
Iflands is 6 to 7 Weeks -, but home to London not fo 
much, when out of the Trade- Winds, the Wefterly 
Winds and a Wefterly Swell or Sea generally prevail. 

In thefe Iflands the Rains ( within the Tropicks, the 
Indians number their Years by Rains, without the Tro* 
picks they reckon by Succeflion of Winters) begin End 

of 
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of May, continue frequent for three Months, and abate 
gradually to December. Hurricanes are from the middle 
of July to the middle of September : Barbados and the 
Leeward Iflands are not much troubled with Hurricanes ; 
but have at Times violent Gulls of Wind, when the 
Trade or Eafterly Winds, change per North (Sailors call 
it going againfl the Sun) to Weft, with a rolling Sea from 
Leeward. The Sea Breeze begins between 8 and 9 Hours 
Morning, increafes till Noon, retains its full Strength till 
3 Afternoon, and gradually decreafes to about 5 m the 
Evening. 

Even in their Breezes, the Air feems to refemble the 
fuffbeating Breezes along the Sands of the Deferts of 
Lybia, or like the Steam and Exhalation from burning 
Charcoal : Their Air feems to be impregnated with fome 
volatile acid Sulphur, which to a very inconvenient De- 
gree rufts Iron, and cankers other Metals : It keeps the 
Blood and Spirits in a continued Fret •, in that Climate 1 
never could apply my felf to a ferious intenle Way of 
Thinking exceeding half an Hour ; fome Conftitutions 
are kept in a continued fmall Degree of a Phrenzy, hence 
proceed the many rafh paffionate Actions amongfl: the 
Creols. In the North Continent of America for two or 
three Weeks in July {Bog-Days are only Aftrological Q2x\X. 
Names amongfl the Vulgar ; the hot Weather of the Sea- 
fon, not the Influence of the Stars are in the Cafe) the 
Weather is fometimes fo hot, as to rarify the Air too 
much, by relaxing its Spring and Action occafions fudden 
Deaths,Palfies, and the like nervous Affections (inajfuetis) 
in the human Species and other Animals ; Beginning of 
July 1734 unufually hot for a Continuance of fome Day$ 
8 or 9 People die fuddenly : At the writing of this July 
8, and 15, 16 little Wind South Wefterly, intenfely 
melting hot, but not fulphureous and ftifHing as in die 
Weft Indies, fcarce any Thunder hitherto. 

Befides regular Tides, they have uncertain Windward 
and Leeward Currents : With a Windward Current, new 
and full Moon, Tides flow about 3 Feet , they flow 
longer than they ebb. Their 
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Their general Supply for Charges of Government, is. 
a Pol Tax upon Negroes, and an Excife upon Liquors im- 
ported. They have a very good Regulation, thac no 
Freeholder's Perfon can be arretted for Debt -, thus his 
Labour is not loft to the Publick by a Time of Confine- 
ment, and he cannot readily run in Debt exceeding the 
Value of his Freehold. It is to be wifhed, that this wife 
Regulation, may be introduced into our Continent Co- 
lonies. 

The Spaniards and Portuguefe in their firft American 
Navigations, very providently put on Shore, upon the 
interveening Head Lands and Iflands, fome Live Stock, 
particularly neat Cattle and Swine to multiply by Pro- 
pagation, towards a future Refrefhment and Supply of 
Provifions in their Voyages. 

The general Food of the Europeans there, and of their 
Slaves comes next in Courfe, it is moftly vegetable. * 
Here we may previoufly obferve, that the Plants or Ve- 
getables between the Tropich, are fo various from our 
European Tribes, they feem to require a diftinfr. Syftem 
of Botany, or ought to be reduced to fome Order by an- 
nexing to each Tribe of European Plants fome Corollaries 
of the Jffines •, but without coming much into natural 
Hiftory, I am afraid fome Readers judge me too prolix. 

The Food of their Negro Slaves and of the common 
Labourers and white Servants may be divided, into, 
■ I. ii ■ ■' ■ ii ' i i 

* Dr. Sloane, afterwards Sir Hans Shane, Anno 1696, publifhed a 
Book " Catalogus Plantarum qua: in lnjula, Jamaica, Madera, Bar- 
bados, Nevis, and St. Chriftopheri nafcuntur ; jcu Prodromus Hijlorite 
r.aturalis Jamaica-, Pars prima.'''' He has been fufficiently burlefqued 
on this Affair ; he gives no Account of any Part of natural Hiftory 
excepting of Plants, and of thofe, no Defcription only pedantick long 
Lifts of infipid Synotytna from various Authors : Dr. De Ruifeau of 
Barbados told me, that he was only eleven Days upon that Ifland, and 
pretends to give the natural Hiftory of the Jfland. Thus de la Mo- 
tray publifhed feveral Volumes in Folio of his Travels, amongft other, 
his Travels in Nenv- England ; to my certain Knowledge he refidtd 
there only a few Days, and very conftantly at Home in his Lodgings 
in Bojion, with Company of no Intelligence. 

Q_ I. Their 
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I. Their Bread Kind, i .Cerealia viz. (a) Rice, (b) Guinea 
Corn, (c) Indian Corn. 2. Legumina or P«#* Kind, viz. 
(0 Kidney-Beans, (0 Peafe. 3. Roots,v/z. (/J Yams, (£) Po- 
tatoes, 

(a) Rice is referred ro the Sedlion of Carolina. 

(b) Milium Indicum album et nigrum Plinij ; Copter ; Sorgom. Tab. 
Guinea Corn j it may be called a Perennial, holding good many Years 
from the fame Root ; the Grain is more nourishing and vvholfome 
than Indian Corn, and goes further : The Leaves and Tops are good 
Provinder for Cattle. 

(c) Mays Gram's Aureis T. Frumentum Indicum Mays Di£um. C.B. P. 
Indian Corn : This is a principal American Bread Kind : A further 
Account of it is referred to the Seftions of New -England. 

(dj Phafeolus Indicus annuus Glc.ber, frutlu tumidiore minore 'vario- 
rum colorum abfque hilo. Kidney Beans which in North-America are 
called Indian or French Beans : This we refer to Neau- England. 

Phafeolus maximus pcrennis, fioribus fpicatis fpceiojis cutis, fliquis 
ireruibus lath, femen album hilo albido. Sloane. Vv hire Bonavifla, 
large as a common Kidney-Bean, much eat with boil'd Meat. 

Do. Semire rufo, Bed Bonavift. 

Phafeolus eretlus minor, femine fphirrico albi&o, hilo nigra ; Pifum 
quartumjeu Pi/a Virginiana. C.B. P. Calavances, this properly belongs 
Jo the Section of Virginia. 

Do. Frutlu Rubro, Red Calavances. 

(e) Pifum hortenfemajus, fore frufiuq; alboC. B. P. Garden Peafe, 
from Europe planted, thrive well. 

Anagyris Indica loguminofa, filiquis torofts. Herm. Par. Bat ; Pigeon 
Peafe ; this Shrub or fmall Tree grows to 12 or 15 Feet high, and 
holds for fome Years, the Fruit refembles a Vicia, called H or fe Peafe : 
they eat it with boiled Meat. 

(f) Volubulis nigra, radice alba aut purpurafccnte, maxima tubcrofa, 
efculenta, farinacea' caule membranulis extantibus alato, Folio cordalo 
nervofo. Sloane; Inhama Lujitanorum .Clujiii H. LXXVIII. pro- 
bably it came from Guinea. It is the principal and beft Food of the 
Negroes, hence it is that in general to eat, is called to Yaam. This 
Root grows, fometimes big as a Man's Thigh, the redifh are more 
fpungy, the white are belt, and not fo cloyingly fweet as the Wefl- 
lndia Potatoes j many of the beft white People ufe it for Bread, to 
me it was more agreeable than Bread of Wheat- Flower. 

(g) Potatoes of two different Kind or Tribes. 

Convol'vubus radice tuberofa efculenta dulci, fpinachi<z folio, fiore magno 
furpurafcente patulo. Batatas Clufii H. LXXVIII. Wef-lndia, 
Bermudas, Carolina Potatoes ; they are Natives of America, but do 
not thrive to the Northward of Maryland, becaufe of the Coldnefs of 
the Climate. Cluftus Defcripticn and Icons axe good ; it is planted 

from 
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tatoes, (b) CafTada. 4. Fruits, viz. (i) Plantanes, 

(k) Bananes. 

from fmall incipient Roots, or fome Slices of the large Roots, having 
an Qctt us or Bud, in tae fame Manner as the Solatium Tuberofum, called 
Irifh r'oca:oes, the Leaves fpread along the Ground like Convolvulus ; 
the Flower is pevtopetalout, the Piftillum becomes the Fruit contahv 
ing many fmall Seeds. 

Do. Radice Ruffccnte. 

Do. Radice Alba. 

Do. Radice C.rrulefante. 
Theie continue permanently the fame, are lufcioufly fweet ; when 
too ripe or long kept they become fibrous or ftringy ; the yellow 
is the molt common and belt flavoured. 

Solanum tfculentutn tuberofum, C. B. P. Arachidna Theopbrafti 
forte, P of as Periianorum Clu/u. H. LXXIX his Icons are very good. 
Jiifh Foiatcs ; they grow kindly all over America, in the Northern 
Parts the Froft takes them foon ; the Roots are a Number of Tu- 
bers of various Sizes conne&ed by Filaments, Stalks 2 or 3 Feet 
ere&, the Leaves alternate congugated with an Impar,of adark Green, 
the whole Habit hairy ; the Flowers Monopetalous in Umbels whitifh. 
Fruit foft with many flat Seeds ; the large Bulbs are ufed for Food, 
the fmall Bulbs are committed to the Earth again, and are called Seed 
Potatoes ; an Irifh Idiom, Roots for Seed. They are planted in the 
Spring, and dug up in September for Ufe. Cafpar Baubin fays they 
were brought from Virginia to England, thence to France and the other 
Countries of Europe. Clujius thinks, it was carried from New Spain 
to Old Spain, and from thence to Italy and the Netherlands, and pro- 
pagated at prefent all over Europe. 

Do. Radice Alba, whitifh Potatoes. 

Do. Radice rufujeente ; redifh Potatoes. 

Do. Radice jiavtfeante ; Potatoes with a blueifh Call. 

Do. Flore Albo. H. R. P. French Potatoes ; thefe are flatter, 
larger, lefs lobated, of a finer Texture, this at prefent is much ad- 
mired, do not yield fo well, are not fo eafily hurt by the Froft. 

(h) Ricinus minor <viticis obtufo folio, caule merrucofo, fore pentape- 
taio albido, ex cuius radice tuber of a (fueco <vencnato turgido) Amtricani 
pattern confeiunt. Canada. The Englifb after it is well dried, grind it, and 
bake it into Cakes. The French eat it in Crumbles called Farine, or Fa- 
rine de Manihot, they vidlual their Weft- India coafting Veflels with this, 

(i) Mufa Fruiiu Cucumcrino longiori, Plumer, Mufa caudice viridi, 
fructulongioriSucculento Angulofo. Sloane. Palma Humilis Longis La- 
tifquf, Folijs, Plantans. This Tree grows 16 to 20 Feet high ; a very 
large firm long Palm Leaf, ufed in thatching of Huts, and good Bed- 
ding for the Poor ; boil'd or roafted it is ufed in Place of Bread. 

(k) Mufa caudice maculato fruclti reclo rot undo, br colore odor at 0. 
Hort. Beamont. ■ Bananas ; Does not differ much from the former. 

II. Fifi 



&24- ^ Summary, Hiftorkal and Political, Uc. 

II. Fijh and Flefh, are moftly a foreign Importation, 
viz. Salt Herrings from Scotland and Ireland, one Barrel 
Herrings is reckoned equivalent to two Quintals dried 
Salt-Fifh, dried Refufe Salt-Fifh (Cod, Haddock, Haake, 
and Polluck) from New- England and Newfoundland, bar- 
rel'd fait Mackrel from New England -, they fometimes 
ufe the Country frefh Produce of (a) flying Fifi and [b) 
Land-Crabs and (c) Soldiers. They feldom are allowed any 
Irifh Salt Beef, it is refer ved for the Planters or Land- 
lords, their Managers, Overfeers, and other white Ser- 
vants. Some Negroes are allowed for their own Account 
and Profit to raife young Pork {Wefl-India young Pork 
is delicious^ and Poultry which they carry to Market,, 
fcut feldom eat of it. Their moft delicious Dim for a 
Regale, is a Pepper-Pot or Negro-Pot compounded of fait 
Fifh, fait Fleih of any Kind, Grain and Pulfeof all Kinds, 
much feafbned with (d) Capficum or Guinea- Pepper ; it is 
fomething like a Spaniflo Oleo, or Newfoundland Showdder. 
*— - — — — - ■ 

(a) Hirundo. Catefby : The Flying- Fijb called aifo by the Natives 
Herrings. By a Pair of large Fins it bears it felf up in the Air for 
a fhort Time and to a fmall Diftance. 

(b) Cancer terrefiris cuniculos fub Terra Qgffii, Sloane ; they are 
very plenty, and good Food, called Land-Crabs. 

(c) Cancel/us trrrjlris. Carib. The Hermit Crab, or Soldier, from 
their red Colour. Their Fore-Part and Claws are cruftaceous ; their 
hinder Part foft, only a Membrane integument, which they fecure in 
the empty Shells of fizable Buccinums, and carry the Shell along with 
them not as original Property but as a Derelidt. 

(d) There are many Kinds of Capficums, we mall only mention three-, 
monapetalous, membranous Fruit. 

Ccpficum filiqua lata tt rugofa. Park. Bell or Long Pepper ; it 
is annual, has a longer Leaf than moft Cap/icums, is larger than a 
V/alnut, and when f.rft ripe, red, membranous. Planted in New- 
England it comes to Maturity, but is pickled when green. 

Capficum minus fruSlu par<vo pyratpidali ereflo. Sloane. Piper In- 
ileum minimum, furrcftis JiUquis oblongis ereclis pa'rnjis : This is much 
yfed in Barbados, and is called Barbados Picmento or Barberry Pepper. ■ 

Capficum minus fruclu rotundo ereflo pavuot acerrimo. Sloane. Bird 
Pepper. Thefe laft two dried and powdered, are iritenfly hot (almoft 
cauftick) and fold over America, by the Name of Cayenne- Butter er 
Surrinam- Pepper. 

The 
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The Provinder for their neat Cattle and Horfes befides 
Cane- Tops, and Tops of Guinea Corn already mention- 
ed -, (e) is Scotch Grafs. 

Scorpions, Scolopendras or forty "L^gs,Chigoes, Sand-Flies, 
Vena Medini, or Guinea Worm, Mujkitoes, Ants, Bedbugs 
Cimices Leilularii, &c. very troublefome and great Nu- 
fances in thefe Climates, we fhall not defcribe, having al- 
ready tired the Readers who have no Notion of natural 
Hiftory : But we cannot omit that great Nufance to Na- 
vigation called the (f) Worm, pernicious efpecially to new 
Ships ; at firft only in the Weft- Indies, but have from 
thence been carried with Ships, and do propagate in Ca- 
rolina, Virginia, Maryland, they have got fo far North as 
New England, and lately have done considerable Damage 
in the Port ot Newport, Colony of Rhode- IJland : It is 
to be hoped, that a fevere freezing Winter may deftroy 
them, as it did in Holland Anno 1730, when thole 
Worms by eating and honey-combing of the Piles of' 
their Dikes, between the higheft and loweft Water- 
Marks, did put the Country in Danger of being undam'd 
or drowned. 

I infenfibly deviate into fomething of the natural Hif- 
tory of thefe Countries •, but as it is not within the Com- 
pafs of my original Defign, which was their current and 
political Hiftory in a fummary Way : I fhall only briefly 
relate and defcribe by the proper claflical Names which 
hitherto has not been done by Authors •, that Part of their 
natural Produce which is ufed in common- Food, in De- 
licacies, and as Commodities in Trade. 

1. The common Food is moftly already mentioned, 

(e) Panicum vulgare Spica multiplici afperiufcula . T. Gramen Pa' 
niceum Jpica dwija C. B. P. Scots Grafs : Perhaps fo called becaufe 
plenty in the Diftrift of Barbados called Scotland ; and not as a Plant 
or Herbage from Scot/and in Great -Britain : It is perennial and af- 
fords many Cuttings or Crops per Annum. 

(f) Teredo or Xylopbagus marinus, tubulo Concboidis, from one Inch 
to one Foot long, the Extremity of their Head refemblesa double 
Bit of that Kind of Borer called an Augur. 

to 
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to thefc we may add Bucks of feveral Kinds, Plover, wild 
(i) Pig^ns, wild Hogs (b)LobJlers, (i)Cray Fi/h, (k) River- 
Crabs, (/) Sea-Crabs, the (*») Sea-Tortoife or Turtle as the 
Sailors call them. 

2. Some of their Delicacies are many Sorts of Cu- 
cumbers, Melons and the like of the Gourd Kind, (») G- 
trons, (o) Oranges, (p) Limons, Sugar-Cane already men- 
tioned, 



(g) Palumbus migratorius. Catefby. Palumbus torquatus. Aldro- 
vand. The wild Pigeon, Pigeon of Paflage, or ring Dove : Thefe 
are plenty at certain Seafons, all over America, and of great Benefit 
in feeding the Poor. The French call them Ramier, the Dutch call 
them Ringle Duif, wilde Duif, boom Duif. 

(b) JJiacus marinus ; Lobfter. 

(i) Afiacus fiwviatilis, the Cray- Fifh. 

(k) Cancer fiwviatilis ; River Crab. Thefe two periodically quit 
their old cruftaceous Exuviae, and at that Time have a Kind of Sich- 
nefs (as we obferve in Silk- worms in their Seniums, fo called) and uo 
difgorge from their Stomach fome Lapilli, Calculi, or Bezoar called 
Oculi Cancri or Crabs Eyes. N. B. The Tefiacea fo called, viz. Be- 
zoars, Corrals, Corralins, Crabs Eyes, and Crabs Claws are iniipia, ufe- 
lefs Medicines ; they are generally exhibited in fmall Doles, but if 

fiven in Doles of ten Times the Quantity, they do no Good nor no 
[urt, as I have frequently tried ; if in a continued Ufe and in large 
Quantities, they have the fame bad Effed, that Chalk, Clay and the 
like have in the Pica Virginum. 

(I) Cancer marinus chelis rubris. 

Cancer marinus chelis nigris. 

(tn) Tefiudo marina. They are two Weeks in Coitu, hatch their Eggs 
in the Sand ; they are caught either by turning them upon their 
Back, or by harpooning . They are of various Kinds, I fhall mention 
only two Sorts. 

Tefiudo marina <viridis. Green Turtle, fo called from the Colour 
of its Fat ; this is reckoned wholfome and delicious Food. 

Tefiudo Car etta. Rochefort. Hift. des Antilles ; Hawks -Bill Turtle, 
fo called from the Form of its Mouth ; the outride Plates or Scales 
of its bony Covering, Workmen call Tortoife-Shell. 

(n) Malus Citrea five Medica, Raij. H. The Citron Tree, or 
Tomme-citron : Folijs laurinis rigidis, like the Orange Tree, but with- 
out an Appendix. The Fruit is larger and rougher than a Limon. 
with a thick Rind which ismadeintoSaoWejor Sweet-Meats.andisu^a 
in making Citron-Water, called by the French Leau de Barbade, :ey 
crow moftly inScotlandDi&ri£t of Barbados and are fold aRyal perCoupl . 

(o ) Aurantium medulla dulci vulgare. Ferrar. Hefp. Coram a 

Orange t 
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tioned, Cocoa we refer to the Paragraph of Produce for 
Trade, and (q) Coco, (r) Cabbage- Tree, (f) Pine- Apple fo 
called from its Refemblance of the Fruit or Cones of fome 
Pine- Trees. 



Orange : perennial large rigid Leaves, with a Heart like Appendix ; 
the Fruit is fragrant, of a redifh, yellow Colour and tough Peel. 

Aurantium acri medulla vulgar e Fer. Hefp. Aurantia malm, J. B. 
Sevil, or fonuer Orange. This is the medicinal Orange. 

Aurantium Sinenfe Fer. Hefp. China Orange, is eat only for Plea- 
fure. 

Aurantium Syl<vejlre medulla acri. T. Aurantia Sylvejiris. ] . B„ 
fruclu Limonispujilo, Lima; de Ot'iedo. The Lime-Tree ; this a more 
pungent and lefs agreeable and not fo wholfome as the Limon ; it is 
much ufed in the American Beverage called Punch. 

Aurantium maximum, Ferrarij, Sbadock-Tree. Jt is fometimes large 
as a human Head, with a thick Rind, a flat difagreeable Tafte to my 
Palate. 

(p) Limon vulgaris. Ferr. Hefp. Malus Limonia actda. C. B. P. 
Soiver Limons ; like the others of this Kind, has perennial thick ftiff 
green Leaves, but without an Appendix : The Fruit is more oval than 
the Orange and with a nipple like Procefs at the Extremity or End, 
of a pale Yellow, it is the moil delicious Sowring for that Julep- 
Fafliion Drink called Punch. 

Limon dulci medulla vulgaris. Ferr. Hefp. Sweet Limon, it is not 
in much Efteem. 

(q) Pa/ma Indica nucifcra Coccus diSla Raij H. Palma nucifera 
arbor J. B. Coco-Tree ; Palmeta Leaves very large ; every Year it 
emits a Racemus of Coco Nuts, whereof fome hold a Pint of cool, 
pleafant Lymph or Drink ; this Nut remains upon the Tree, good 
for many Years. 

(r) Palma akijfima non fpinofa, fruttu Pruniformi, minore racemofa. 
fparfo. Sloane. Palma quinta feu Americana fruclu racemofo. C. B. P. 
Cabbage-Tree. The Wood is very fpungy or pithy, grows very tall, 
every Year near its Top, about Mid-fummer, is emitted a large Ra- 
cemus of Flowers, which make a good Pickle. 

(/) Ananas aculeatus fruftu pyramidato, came aureo. Plumer. 
Pine-Apple, fee T. I. R. Tab. 426, 427, 428, where it is moll e- 
legantly delineated. They plant it as Artichocks are planted in Eu- 
rope. It is a moll delicious Fruit, not lufcious, but a fmart brifk fra- 
grant Sweetnefs, it may be called the Ambrojia of the Gods ; but as 
the higheft Sweets degenerate into the mod penetrating and vellicating 
Acids ; fo this if eat in Quantities, occafions mod violent Cholic Pains, 
for the fame Reafon, Sugar and Honey are cholicy. 

3. Produce 
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3. Produce that are Commodities in Trade (a) Cocoa, 
(b) Zingiber or Ginger, (c) Indigo, (d) Cotton- Wool, {*) 

(a) Cacao, Raij. H. Amygdalus ftxta feu Atnygdalis ftmilis Guoii- 
malenfu. C. B. P. Cacao Tree: At a Diftance it refembles a 
fmall European Tilia or Lime Tree. It is planted from the Seed or 
Nut. Diftances five Feet, after 3 Years it begins to bear, and may 
continue to bear from 12 to zo Years ; rifes to the Height of 20 
Feet or more, Flowers and Fruit at the fame Time, not from the 
Ends of the Twigs, but from the Trunks of the Body and large 
Branches of the Tree : The Flowers are whitifh five pcta'a, with- 
out a Ca/jx ; the Fruit when ripe refembles a large Cucumber, is red 
or yellow, containing 20 to 40 Cocoa Nuts in a Pulp. In fome Parts 
of Neiv-Spain they are ufed as Money for fmall Change, in Guati- 
mala, Cotn'tvas, &c. Thefe Nuts made into Fa'le calkd Chocolate, 
and this difTolved in boiling Water, is become a very general Sorbition 
or liquid Food for Nourifhment and Pleafure. 

(b) Zingiber. C. B. P. Ginger. A tuberous Root as an Iris, Reed 
or Flag-Leaves, the Flower is of five/Ws/tf, anomalous, as if bilabi- 
ated, fruSIu trigono, triloculari. They do not allow it to Flower be- 
caufe it exhaufts the Root. It is planted from Cuts of the Roots and 
continues 1 2 Months in the Ground, it requires 6 or 7 Weeks to cure 
it or dry it in the Sun as the French do ; in Barbados they fcald it, 
or fcrape it, to prevent its fprouting : It it a very great Produce, but 
forces and impoverifhes the Land very much. 

[e) Ononis Americana folio latiori fubrotundo. T. Annil fine Indigo 
Guadaloupenfis. H. R. P. Indigo. A pinnated Leaf, red papilio- 
naceous Flowers, Seed refembles Cabbage-Seed. It is planted by 
throwing 10 or 12 Seeds into each Hole, after three Months it is fit 
to be cut, and cut again feveral Times or Crops in the Year. Indigo 
is the Expreffion from the Leaves macerated in Water, and dried id 
the Sun ; the Roots afford Crops for feverai Years. There are fe- 
veral Degrees of its Goodnefs, viz. Copper, Purple, Blue, Iron co- 
loured the worft. They have lately with good Succefs gone into this 
Cultivation in South-Carolina and have three Crops per Annum. 

(d) Xylan Brafilianum. J. B. Goffpium Brafilianum flore flaw. 
Herm. Par. Bat. Cotton. A Shrub 8 to 10 Feet t high, refembling 
the Rubus or Rafpberry at a Diflance. An Acre of Cotton Shrubs 
may yearly produce 1 Ct. wt. Cotton ; the poorer Sort of Planters 
follow it, requiring no great Upfet, and is a ready Money Commodity. 

Xylon lana Flavefcente. Yellow Cotton. 

(e) Aloe Diafcoridis et aliorum. Its Leaves are like thofe of the 
Jucca, from their Juice is the Aloes Hepatic a ox Barbados, of a daik 
Liver Colour, and naufeous Smell. The Succotrine Aloes of the Shops 
comes from the Levant in Skins ; Barbados or Horfe- Aloes is put up in 
large Gourds. 

Aloes, 
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Aloes, (f) Caffia Fiftula, (g) Tamarinds, {h) Lignum- 
vitae, (/) White Cinnamon, (k) Coffee, (/) Fuftick, 
(m) Braziletto, Campeche Wood or Logwood, Nicaraga 

(f) Caffia Jijlula Americana : Caffia. A large Tree, winged 
Leaves refembling the Walnut, yellow five Petal Flowers, the Pi- 
ftillum becomes a long round woody Pod, Inch Diameter and under, 
a Foot long more or le(s, Infide is divided into many tranfverfe Cells, 
covered with a black iweet Pulp, and in each Cell a flat fmooth oval 
Seed. The Cajjia fijlula Alexandria C. B. P. which comes from, 
the Le'vaut is preferable to that of the Weji- Indies. 

(g) Tatfwrimttf. Ray H. A large Tree with pinnated Leaves 
fio Impar, the Flowers are rofaceous and grow in Clufters ; the Pi/- 
tillum becomes a flatilh, woody Pod three or four Inches long, in z 
or 3 Protuberances, containing a ftringy dark acid Pulp with hard flat 
Seeds. The Tamarinds from the Levant and Eaft-lndies are of 
a better Kind. 

(b'J Guiucum, Lignum Senatum, Jive Lignum Vitte. Park. Pock 
Wood. A large Tree, fmoothBark, ponderous Wood, in the middle, 
of a dark Colour, arotnatick Tafte ; imall pinnated Leaves no Impar 
Flowers of fix Potala in Umbels, the Seed Veffel refembles Shepherds 
Purfe. In the Weft -Indies they call it Junk- Wood. It was formerly 
reckoned a Specificli in the venereal Pox ; it has loft that Reputation, 
but is ftill ufed in Scorbutick Ails, and its Rofin in Rheumatifms. 

fij Ricinoides E leap Hi folic, Cortex Elutheria?, fo called from one 
of the Bahama I (lands, almoft exhaufted ; it is a greatful aromatick 
Bitter, gives a good Perfume ; Bay-Tree Leaves, Berries in Branches, 
this Bark is of a yellowiih White roll'd up in Quills like Cinamon, 
but much thicker ; it is ufed in Place of the Cortex Winteriams. 

(k) jfy/minum Arubicum caftanea folio, fiore albo odoratiff.mo cuius 
■s, Cotjy, in offtcinis dicuntur nobis. Comm. Coffee-Tree Britarons. 
Plukn. The Dutch Eaft- India Company carried fome Plants from 
Mecca N. Lat. 21 dm Arabia fcflix to Java, and from thence to 
Amflerdam in Hollnd where the Berries may be feen in Perfection, 
lately it is cultivated in Surrinatn, Martinico and Jamaica. 
r (/) Morus frut'iu liridi, ligno J'uiphureo tinclorio, Buxei coloris, lignum 
Amiricamm ; Fuftick Wood. It it a large Tree, Leaf like the £lm, 
grow in the Manner of Alh-Tree Leaves. 

[m] Pfeudo f ant alum Croeeum. Sloane ; Braziletto ufed in dying-. 
It is almoft exhaufted in the Bahama Iflands. 

Thus, I hope, I have given an exact and regular Account (fuclx 
Accounts are wanted) of the ufeful Part of the Produce of the Britilii 
Weft- India Iflatods under the Heads of Food, Delicacies or Frian- 
difes, and Commodities in Trade ; I am fenfible, that it will not fuit 
the Tafte of fome of our Readers, therefore, heuceforwa:d (hall not 
diftafte them much, with the like Fxcurfions. 

R Woad 
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Wood by the Dutch called Stockfijhhout •, thefe laft two 
Commodities or Dye Woods are not the Produce of our 
Weft India Iflands, but are imported to Jamaica from the 
Spanijh Main. 

The general Supply for Charges of Government in all 
our Weft-India Iflands is a Pol Tax upon Negroes and 
Excife upon Liquors. 

Generally for every 20 to 30 Negroes a Planter is 
oblig'd to keep one white Man, two Artificers or Han- 
dy crafts Men are allowed equal to three common La- 
bourers j 120 Head of Cattle requires alfo one white 
Man. 

The regular Troops from Great- Britain to the Weji- 
India Iflands are allowed by their Affemblies for further 
Subfiftence per Week 20/ to a Commiffion Officer, and 
3/ and 9 d. to the other Men. 

In fome of thefe Iflands, the nominal Price of the 
fame Sugars differ, for Inftance Sugar per Ct. wt. if 
paid in ready Cafli at 1 6 f. in Goods it is 18 / in paying 
of old Debts 20 / 

The 4 and half per Ct. upon the Produce Exports of 
Barbados and the Leeward IJlands granted to the Crown 
by their feveral AiTemblies in Perpetuity, feems to be 
in Lieu of Quitrents. L. Baltimore fome few Years 
ago in Maryland , to make an Experiment of this Na- 
ture, procured an Act of AfTembly for 3 /. 6 d. per 
Hogfhead Tobacco in Room of Quitrents : It was 
found inconvenient, and Quitrents were allowed to take 
Place again. 

Being prolix in the general Account of the Sugar In- 
lands, will render the Accounts of the particular Iflands 
more fuccinct. 

Barbados. 

Barbados is the moft Windward of all the Iflands in 
or near the Gulph of Mexico ; it lies in about 1 3 d. 
N. Lat. 59 d. 30 m, W. from London by the Obferva- 

tions 
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tions of Capt. Candler* Sir William Curteens an Ad- 
venturer in Trade, Anno 1624 in failing home to England 
from Farnambuc of the Brazils, at that Time in the 
Poffefiion of the Dutch, touched at this Ifland, and as 
it is faid, gave the Name Barbados, from large Quanti- 
ties of a bearded Tree f growing there, it was over- 
fpread with a Sort of Purjlane || : Here he found fome 
human Bones, but no living Mankind : Abundance of 
Swine. 

The Earl of Carlijle, a Court Favourite, in the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of Charles I, had a Grant of it 
from the Crown ; this Ifland continued in the Poffef- 
fion of the Proprietary and his Heirs about 30 Years. 
Anno 1661 the Qown purchafed it of Lord Kinnouh, 
Heir to the Earl of Carlijle, their Family Name was 
Bay, and allows to the Heirs 1000 £. fer An. out of th£ 
4 and half per Ct. L)uty. 

The greateft Length of the Ifland is about 26 Mile, 
its greateft Width about 14 Miles ; Contents not ex- 
ceeding 100,000 Acres. Every Freeholder is obliged 
to keep a Plan of his Land attefted by a fworn Surveyor 1 
10 Acres valued at 20 / per An. per Acre qualifies a 
Voter in Elections. 

At firft they planted Tobacco, fome Indigo, fome Cot- 
ton, and cut Fufiick a dye Wood •, at prefent they plant 

«* Capt. Candler in the Launceflon Man of War, was fent out Anna 
1 7 17 by the Board of Admiralty, to afcertain by good Obfervations 
the Latitudes and Longitudes of the Britifh Weft -India Iflands, with 
the refpeclive Variations of the Compafs at that Time. 

+ Fians arbor Americana, Arbuti folijs non ferratis, frudu Fiji 
magnitudina, funicnlis e ramis ad terram demijjis prolifera. Plukn. 
Barbados Fig-Tree. It is a large Tree, with a Laurel or Pear- Tree 
Leaf; the Fruit adheres to the Trunks of the Body and great 
Branches, large as the Top of a Man's Finger, containing ftn.all 
Seeds, Fig-faihion. 

|| Portulara Curafa«jica frocumbens folio fubrotundo. Farad. Bar. 
Not much differing from that Purjlane, which is a troublefome 
Jpreading Weed m nuny of our Gardens in, Bojlon of New 
England. 

M 
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no Tobacco, no Indigo. Their firft Sugar-Canes they had 
from Brazils Anno 1645 ! This Ifland was generally 
fettled by Cavaliers in the Time of the Civil Wars in 
England. 

The Governor's Stile in his CommifTion, is Captain- 
General and chief Governor of the Iflands of Barbados, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincents, Dominica, and the reft of his 
Majefty's Ifland Colonies and Plantations in America > 
known by the Name of the Caribee- Iflands, laying and 
being to Windward of Guardaloupe : Excepting Barbados, 
the other Iflands are called Neutrals f, becaufe the Go- 
vernment and Property of them, hitherto has not been 
fettled by any folemn authentick Treaty between Great- 
Britain and France. 

In Time of the civil Wars Barbados and Virginia 
were fettled by Cavaliers and Ruffians (excufe my coup- 
ling of them, I mean no Reflection j in the Summer 1650 
Lord Wilhughby proclaimed K. Charles II. in Barbados^ 
and adminiftred the Government in his Name ; but in 
January Anno 1651,2 he furrendred Barbados and the 
neighbouring Iflands to Sir George Afcue Admiral for 
the Parliament. About the fame Time Virginia fub- 
mitted to the Parliament. 

Their Legiflature confifts of three Negatives, viz. the 
Governor, the Council (their full Compliment is twelve) 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives (in all our Colonies, in a 



f Anno ijzz a Patent patted the great Seal of Great- Britain, 
granting the Government and Property of St. Vincent and St. Lucia 
in the Wef -India Caribee Iflands, to the Duke of Montague : He 
attempted a Settlement at a confiderable Charge, but was drove off, 
by the French from Martinique, becaufe of its being a neutral Ifland 
rot adjufted : This Ifiand is about j Leagues Eaft of Martinique, 
and about 25 Leagues Weft from Barbados. 

Upon St. Vincents, are fabfifting fome Aboriginal Indians '. As alfo 
a Community of Negroes, which began from the Negro Cargo of a 
Guinea Ship caft away there, and daily increafes by the Acceflion of 
runaway Negroes from Barbados. 

At Dominique is a large Tribe of Aboriginal Indians ; they affett 
the French moft. 

particular 
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particular Manner called the AfiTemblyJ compofed of 22 
Deputies, that is two from each of the eleven Parifhes 
without Wages, or any Allowance ; the eldeft Coun- 
cillor in the Parifh is generally appointed the returning 
Officer : Their Affemblies are annual. 

Their Courts of Judicature. The Courts of Error, 
Chancery, and Probate of Wills, are in the Governor 
and Council. The Courts of common Law are in five 
Diftrifts, viz. Bridgetown Diftrict confifts of 3 Parifhes, 
the others of 2 Parifhes each : Each Court has one Judge 
and 4 Aftiftants. 

Only one Collection or Cuftom-Houfe Office at Bridg- 
town ; there are three more Entry and Delivery- Ports, 
viz. Oflines, Holetown, and Speights ; this Collection is 
under the Inflection of a Surveyor-General of the Cuf- 
toms refiding at Antigua. 

Their Currency is Silver Mexico Standard, by Weight, 
■whereof 17 d half^. wt. pafTesfor6/. Upwards of 40 
Years fince they borrowed from New- England by a Pro- 
jection of Mr. Woodbridge, the fallacious Scheme of a 
publick Paper Credit or Paper Currency ; but by Or- 
ders from the Court of England it was foon fupprefTed, 
and Governor Crow had an Inftruction, to remove 
from the Council, and all other Places of 
Trust, any who had been concerned in the 
late Paper Credit. Thefe Bills, foon after their 
Emiffion, fell 40 per Ct. below Silver ; and occafioned 
a great Confufion, and Convulfion in the Affairs of the 
Wand. 

Anno 1 71 7 peaceable Times, when I was in Barbados, 
all along its Lee-Shore was a Bread- Work and Trench, 
in which at proper Places were 29 Forts and Batteries, 
having 508 Cannon mounted : The Windward Shore 
is fecured by high Rocks, fteep Cleefs, and foul Ground. 
Anno 1736 in the Ifland were 17,680 Whites ; where- 
of 4326 fencible Men, difpofed into one Troop of 
Guards, two Regiments of Horfe, and feven Regiments 
of Foot. Beginning of King William's War, Barbados 

furnifhed 
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furnirtied 700 to 800 Militia,* with fome Militia from 
our Leeward Iflands to join the regular Troops and 
Squadron from England againft the neighbouring French 

Iflands. . 

There may be about 80,000 . Negroes in Barbados, 
may fhip off about 30,000 Hds Sugar, befides Ginger, 
fcalded and fcrapt, Cotton-Wool and Aloes. Their Duty 
of 4 and half per Ct. in Specie upon Produce exported, 
is perpetual, and given immediately to the Crown's Dif- 
pofal ; out of this the Governor has 2000 £. per An. 
Salary, befides large Gratuities and Perquifites. The 
Tax on Negroes, Mills and Potkils is generally 1 0,000 £. 
per Annum, Excife upon Liquors imported 7,000 £. 
per Annum, for defraying the ordinary Charges of Go- 
vernment. 

Returned protefted Bills of Exchange are allowed 10 
per Ct. and all Charges. 

They generally worfhip or profefs to worfhip after 
the Mode of the Church of England ; no diflenting 
Congregation, a few Quakers excepted : New-England 
had fome of their firft Seminary of Quakers from 
Barbados. 

Some loofe Account of their Governors. Lord Willoughby 
of Parbam at the Reftoration was appointed Governor 
of Barbados under the Earl of Carlifle, he was at the fame 
Time Governor-General of the Leeward- Iflands, and a 
Proprietor of Antegoa. 

Upon the Reftoration James Kendal, Efq; was appoint- 
ed Governor. 

Upon Kendal's returning to England, Col. Francis 

* Sir Francis Wheeler 1693 with a Squadron of Ships, 2 Regiments 
of regular Troops from England, and fome Militia from Barbados, 
and Leeward Iflands, made Defcents upon the French Iflands, April 
2. they landed in Martinique at Col defac Marine, plundered and came 
on Board again ; April 17. they landed at St. Pierre, did nothing, 
and returned to Barbados ; and from thence to New- England -, they 
unluckily imported a malignant Fever (from 169210 1698 Barbados 
continued fickly ) from thence to Newfoundland, and home to 
England. 

Rufiel, 
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Ruffel, Brother to the Earl of, Or ford, came over Go- 
vernor, with a Regiment of regular Troops and fubfifted 
by the Country ; he died Anno 1695 and Bond was Pre- 
fident until July 1698. 

1698 Ralph Grey, Efq; Brother to the Earl of Tanker- 
ville arrived Governor •, he went to England for his 
Health Anno 1701, and John Farmer Efq^ was Prefident 
and Commander in chief. 

1703 Sir Bevil Greenville, appointed Governor •, his 
Home Salary was increafed from 1200 £. to 2000 £. 
per Annum, that he might not defire Gratuities from the 
Country, they alfo built for him a Governors Houfe in 
Pilgrim's Plantation. 

1707 Milford Crow, a London Merchant fucceeded 
him. 

171 1 Robert Lowther, Efq; fucceeded, and was conti- 
nued upon the Acccfiion of King George 1 -, by Reafon 
of feveral Complaints (the chief Complainer was the 
Rev. Mr. Gordon of Bridgetown, an eminent Martinica 
Trader) he was ordered into ihe Cuftody of a MefTenger 
and called to Account in the proper Courts of Wejimin- 
fter-Ha\], and coft him a considerable Sum of Money : 
This with the Affair of my Name-Sake General Douglafs, 
of the Leeward-Iflands, may be a Warning to all Go- 
vernors, that they arc liable to be called to Account upon 
fmall Suggeftions when their Friends die or are otherways 
out of Place. 

After a Prefidentfhip of fome Continuance •, Henry 
Worjley, Efq; (who for fome Time had been Britijh En- 
voy at the Court of Portugal) Anno 1721 was appoint- 
ed Governor, befides his Salary of 2,000 £. out of the 
4 and half per Ct. by his Fineffe the Affembly voted 
iim 6,000 £. per An. during his Government : They 
foon found, that this was more than they could afford. 
There interveened two Commiflions which did not take 
Effeft, viz. Lord Irwin, who died of the Small-Pox 
before he fct out from England -, and Ijx&Belbaven, upon 

his 
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his PafTage aboard the Royal Anne Galley was caft away 
and drowned near the Lizard Point. 

After this Sir Olando Bridgman and others were ap- 
pointed but never in PofTeffion. 

L. How was a much efteemed Governor and died in 
Barbados. 

1 742 Sir Thomas Robin/on, of him we have not much 

to fay. 

1747 Arrives Mr. Greenville Governor, over and 
above his Home Salary, they allow him 3000 £. per 
Annum, during his Adminiftration, and to his Satif- 
facYion. 

Britijh Leeward I/lands. 

Thefe were firft difcovered in the fecond Voyage of 
Columbus, the Spaniards defpifed them, and made no Set- 
tlements there : They were feverally fettled by the 
Englijh at different Times, and are all under the Com- 
mand and Infpection of one Governor General ; in each 
of the four Iflands of Antegoa, Montferrat, Nevis, and 
67. Chriftophers, there is commiflioned from Great-Britain 
a Lieutenant Governor \ in the fmall Iflands are Militia 
Captains or Capitain de quartier commilTioned by the 
Governor-General. 

The General's CommifTion is in this Stile. Captain- • 
General and Commander in Chief of the Iflands of An- 
tegoa, Montferrat, Nevis, St. Chrijlophers, and all the 
Caribee Iflands from Guardaloupe to St. John de Porto 
Rico. In the Abfence of the Captain- General and Lieu- 
tenant-General ( the Lieutenant-General refides at St. 
Kitts) formerly the Commander of Nevis, as being the 
oldeft Settlement, was Commander in chief of thefe Ca- 
ribee Iflands, but by a new Regulation, the Senior of the 
Lieutenant Governors is to command. Each of the four 
Iflands has a diftinct Legiflature, of a Gover nour, Council 
and Reprefentatives. 

Out of the x and half per Cent Duty on Produce 

exported, 
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exported, arc paid Salaries per An. to the Governor Ge- 
neral 1200 £. to each of the four Lieutenant-Governors 
200 £. St. The prefent General Mattheivs obtain'd an 
InftrucYion, that confidering the 1200 £. per An. was 
not a fufficient and honourable Support^ he was allowed 
to accept of additional Gratuity Salaries, and the refpec- 
tive Iflands fettled upon him during his Adminiftration, 
viz. Antegoa 1000 £. Nevis 300 £. St. Kitts 800 £. per 
Annum ; Montferrat did not fettle the Gratuity, but do 
generally give about 300 £. yearly : The Perquifites are 
of the fame Nature with Barbados. 

Anno 1736 in all the Leeward Iflands were 10,520 
"Whites j whereof fencible Men in Antegoa 1500, in 
St. Kitts 1 340, in Nevis 300, in Montferrat 360, in 
Anguilla 80, in SpanifhTown or Virgin Gorda 120. 

Soon after the Reftoration Lord Willoughby of Parhant 
was Governor- General of the Leeward- Iflands, and at the 
fame Time Governor of Barbados. 

Sir William Staple ton. 

K. James II. appointed Sir Nathaniel Johnfon, upon the 
Revolution he abdicated and withdrew to Carolina, and 
was fucceeded by 

Chrijiopher Codrington, Efq'-, he died 1698, and was 
fucceeded by his Son Chrijiopher Codrington, Efq; the 
greateft Proprietor in Antegoa, a great Proprietor in Bar- 
bados, and fole Proprietor of the Ifland of Barbuda. 
This Family has been a great Benefactor in pious Ufes 
and in Seminaries for Learning. 

Sir William Mathews fucceeded Col. Codrington Anno 
1704, he died foon. 

1706 Arrived for Governor- General Col. Parks, he 
had been Aide de Camp to the moft renowned Duke of 
Marlborough, and carried to the Court of England, the 
News of the critical and great Victory at Hoehjlat near 
the Danube in Germany, Anno 17 10 he was murdered 
by an InfurrecYion of the People or Inhabitants ; he is 
faid to have been a vicious Man, efpecially in his Amours 
with the Planters Wives. 

S H c 
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He was fucceeded by Col. Walter Douglafs, who was 
fuperfeded Anno 17 14, and in the Courts of Wejlminfter- 
Hall, was called to Account for Male adminiftration ; 
and Nov. 19% 17 16 by the Court of King's- Bench was 
fined 500 £. Sterling, and five Years Imprifonment. 

1 7 14 Col. Hamilton appointed Governor. 

To him fucceeded General Hart. 

1726 To General Hart fucceeded Thomas Pit, Lord 
Londonderry, he died in Antegoa Sept. 1729. 

Lord Forbes, next Col. Cojby were appointed. 

April 1733, Mathews, formerly Lieut.-General, is ap- 
pointed Captain- General, and is at prefent continued in 
the Adminiftration. 

During thefe 40 Years Jaft and upwards, a Regiment 
of regular Troops from Great -Britain, has been Ration- 
ed in the Leeward Iflands, always very incompleat ; our 
Troops, as alfo the French in the Plantations, generally 
fpeaking, are only Corps of Officers at a very great 
Charge. 

Their Medium, is Produce at fettled Prices from Time 
to Time, their Cam confifts of Black-dogs (old French 
Sols Pieces) 9 Black dogs make a Ryal, 8 Ryals make a 
light or current Piece of Eight, 10 Ryals make a heavy 
Piece of Eight. 

Antegoa began to fettle about Anno 1632, generally 
fettled by the moderate or Low Church, afterwards call- 
ed Whigs. May contain about 56,000 Acres, 20,000 
Negroes. No River, fcarce any good Springs of frefh 
Water, they generally ufe Ciftem Water. The Negro 
Pol-Tax is generally very high, Excife upon Liquors 
imported about 2000 £. per An. 

Their AfTembly or lower Houfe confifts of 24 Re- 
prefentatives from 1 1 Diftricts, viz. Four from the Di- 
ftrict of St. Johns, and two from each of the other Di- 
ftricts. Six Parijhes, each Minifter or Rector is allowed 
as Salary 16,000 wt. Mufcovado Sugar, with a Manfion 
Houfe and Glebe-Land of 10 or 12 Acres. Only one 

Collection 



Of the Britifh Settlements in America. 139 

Collection with four Entry and Delivery Ports, viz. St. 
Johns, Parham, Falmouth, and Willouby Bay : The Col- 
lector keeps his Office at St. Johns, where alio reticles 
the Surveyor- General of the Cuftoms of all the IQands, 
Jamaica excepted. About 250 Veffcls enter in per 
Annum. 

Courts of Jufiice. For Common Law, there are tw© 
Precincts, St. Johns and Falmouth, each one Judge, and 
four Affiftants -, there is alfo a Court Merchant, being 
a fummary Way of difpatching Debts, owing to tran- 
sient Traders. The Governor and Council are the Judges 
of Errors, Chancery 2nd Probates. 

St. Johns is a good Harbour, fmooth Water, with 
good Wharffs : Englifh Harbour, lately fortified by the 
Care of Commodore Charles Knowles, is a fafe Retreat 
for King's Ships and others. 

Chief Produce is Sugar and forae Cotton ; no Indigo, 

Montserrat is a fmall hilly Ifland, fettled moftly 
by Irijb, two Thirds Roman Catholicks ; about 4500 
Negroes ; their whole annual Charge of Government 
does not much exceed 1 500 £. per Annum : Not above 
five VerTels per Annum exports their Produce. One 
Collection at Plymouth, have three Entry and Delivery- 
Ports, viz. Plymouth, Old Harbour, and Kers-Bay : Three 
Parifhes •, four Divifions, each Divifion fends tvWRe- 
prefentative? 9 being eight in all ; the Parifh Minifters 
have 130 £. per Annum from the Country-Treafury. 
Two Regiments Foot, one Troop Horfe Militia. 

Courts of Judicature. For common Pleas only one 
precinct Court held at Plymouth : The firft Court to 
which a Cafe or Action is brought, is called a Court of 
Grace (the Inferior Courts of the Province of Majfachu- 
fetts-Bay in New-England, in fome Refped may be called 
Courts of Grace) the next Court is a Court of Judg- 
ment, and may appeal to a third Court, their Grand S& 
fions confifts of the Lieut.-Governor, Council, and chief 
Judge, 

Their 
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Their Sugars are very ill cured in Cafk, are fold green, 
retaining much Molaffes : A Planter if much prefied by 
a Merchant for Debt, in 5 or 6 Days from cutting the 
Canes, the Sugars are aboard •, they plant alfo fome Cotton, 
and much Indigo of the Iron Colour or worft Sort ; have 
four Crops of Indigo per Annum j viz. April, Midfummer, 
Michaelmas,- and Cbrijimas. 

Nevis. Is one Conical Hill ; good Harbour, but 
great Surf at landing, as is generally in the Weft-Indies -, 
have about 6000 Negroes (the French Squadron under 
M. a" Iberville in Queen Jane's War carried off fo many 
Negroes as were afterwards fold to the Spaniards for 
400,000 Pieces of Eight. Only one Collection at 
Charles Town, three Entry and Delivery Ports, viz. 
Charles-Town, Morton's Bay, and Newcajlle ; they load 
about 20 Vefiels per An. for Europe. 

Five Divifions or Parifh.es •, each Di virion fends three 
Reprefentatives, in all fifteen Affembly Men. Judicature, 
only one Precinct, Courts as in Antegoa. 

They cure their Sugar in fquare Pots, is better than 
that of Montferrat •, fome Cotton j no Indigo, no Ginger. 
Cijlern Water chiefly. 

St. Christophers about three or four Leagues from 
fJeiAs. Upon its Eaft End are Salt- Ponds and many 
fmall naked Hills. The French formerly were in Pof- 
fefTion of its Eaft End to Palmeio- Point, and of its Weft 
End to near Sandy Point, but by Treaty of Utrecht An. 
1 713, quit-claimed the whole to Great Britain. Have 
only one Collection at Old-Road the Court |or Shire- 
Town, feveral Entring and Delivery Ports : Bajfe terre 
fhips off mod, next for (hipping off is Sandy-Point. 
They bring their Sugars to the fhipping Places in Hds, 
not in Bags, as in Nevis and Montferrat : They fhip 
off much Molajfes, do not raife much Cotton, no 
Indigo, no Ginger : They run much Sugar aboard the 
Dutch Interlopers at Statia, to fave the 4 and half per 
Ct. the Plantation Duties, g?r. Ma^ 



Of the Britifh Settlements in America. 141 

May have about 25,000 Negroes ; about 9 Parifhes, 
each fends two AfTembly Men. Good River Water 
from the Mountains. 

Virgin Islands. The Eafternmoft is called St. 
Thomas, at prefent in Pofieftion of the Danes , a good 
Harboui', fcarce any Surf at landing ; good careening 
at this lfland, a good Town, the Governor is Luther ^n \ 
the Congregation and Mother Tongue is how Dutch. 
The lfland is fmall •, they raife Cotton and Sugar ; it is 
a neutral and free Port, fome fay, to Pirates not excepted. 
Salt-Key, fiom which fome Veffels bring Salt. — St. Johns 
JJland, two or three Gentlemen of Antegoa have a Patent 
for ; they raife Cotton, and cut Junkwood, or Lignum- 
vit*. — Tor tola produces the fame. — Beef- lfland cms Junk- 
wood. — Spanijh-Town or Virgin Gorda is the Weftermoft 
of the Virgins -, they plant Cotton only, being a Mixture 
of Curafo white and yellow Revel indifferently planted 
together. 

Other small Islands ftragling between the Vir- 
gins and St. Chriftophers, viz. Anagada not fettled, Sam- 
brer not fettled, Anguilla raifes Cotton, St. Martins, 
fome Dutch in one Part and fome French on another 
Part, St. Bartholomew a neutral lfland not fettled ; 
Barbuda the Property of Codrington, is improved for 
grazing. 

Jamaica. 

Jamaica is a long Oval of about 50 Leagues in 
Length •, the Difcoverer Columbus and his Heirs were 
Proprietors of the lfland : He called it St.Jago or St. 
James, we call it Jamaica in our Idiom. 

Cromwel without declaring War * fent Admiral Pen 

and 

* Sovereign Powers frequently difpenfe with the Law of Natipns 
(Honour and Honefty) thus ihe Spaniards in the Spring 1727 laid 

Siege 
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and Genera] Venables with a confiderable Sea and Land- 
Force, to annoy the Spanijh Weft- Indies : They mifcar- 
ried at St. Domingo ; but reduced Jamaica, Anno 1655, 
and remains with the Englijh to this Day. 

Jamaica is much fubjeft to Hurricanes and Earth- 
quakes. Anno 1693 Port-Royal during an Earthquake 
was fwal lowed up : It may be fuppofed, that for many 
Years preceeding, .he Sea did gradually undermine if-, 
and upon Occafion of this Earthquake Port-Royal 
fubfided. 

They carry on a confiderable illicit but profitable 
Trade to the Spanijh Main, and return Pieces of Eight \ 
and with the French of Hifpaniola or St. Domingue the 
Returns are moftly Indigo. 

Port Royal of Jamaica is 76 d. 37 m. Weft from Lon- 
don,\ and in about 18 d. 30 m. N. Lat. 

The Quitrents were generoufly given by the Crown, 
to the Treafury or Revenue of the Ifland. Lands grant- 
ed before Anno 1684 were at 2 f. 6 d. per 100 Acres 

Siege to Gibraltar ; the French lately refortified Dunkirk, before any 
Declaration of War ; there can be no other Reftraint upon Princes 
but a Ballance of Power ; thus France, a Nation too poterjt, can 
never be bound over to the Peace, without being difmembered. 

-f- By the fameEcclipfe of the Moon June 1722 obferved by Capt. 
Candler of the Launcefion Man Of War at Port-Royal in Jamaica, 
and by Chrijiophcr Kirch at Berlin in Brandcburgh pf Germany ; al- 
lowing Berlin 52 horary Minutes Eafl of London. The Difference of 
Longitude between twoPlaces found by aclualObfervation of the fame 
Eclipfes, Appulfes, Occultations of the Celeftial Bodies, called Lumi- 
naries, in both Places, for the fame Phaenominon ; is more exaft, 
than where an Obfervation is ufed for one Place, and a Calculation 
from Tables for the other : Thus I judge the Difference of Longi- 
tude, between London and Bojlon or Cambridge adjoining, is well de- 
termined by the fame Eclipfe of the Moon, March 15. Anno 1717 
obferv'd at Cambridge near Bojlon by Mr. Thomas Robie, Fellow and 
Tutor in the College there ; and obferved at Paris by CaJJini a*d 
de la Hire, Accadamiciens of the Royal Accademie of Sciences ; the 
Difference in Time was 4 h. 55 m. 40 Se. ; as Paris is 9 m. 40 Se. 
horary Eaft of London ; therefore the horary Difference is about 4 h. 
46 m. or 71 d. 30 m. Cambridge and Bojlon are Weft from 
London. 

Quitrent, 
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Quitrent, the new Grants are Half penny per Acre per 
Annum Quitrent. The Rent Roll was loft or pretended 
to be loft, in the great Earthquake, and never fettled 
fince, the Quitrents fometimes amount to 2000 £. per 
Annum. Their Revenue Acts are temporary, but for a 
long Period •, thefe Acts made Anno 1684, expired 
Anno 1722, and were not renewed and confirmed (by 
the Intereft and Application of Governor Hunter) till 
Anno 1726. 

A few Years fince in Jamaica were 3000 fencible Men 
Whites, in 9 Regiments, befides 8 Independent Com- 
panies of regular Troops, 100 Men per Company is their 
full Compliment. The Receiver- General Mr. Crofs fome 
Years fince in Bojlon for his Health, told me, that fome 
Years he had 90,000 Negroes in his Lift. 

From Jamaica are exported Sugar about 25,000 Hds 
very large, fome of a Tun Weight ; lately they have 
altered Freights from Number of Hogfheads, to Weight, 
and their Hogfheads will be fmaller in Confequence. 
They have only Water Mills and Cattle Mills for their 
Canes ; about 19 Parifhes. Lately they begin to raife 
fome Coffee^ and have planted fome Logwood Trees. 

There is always ftationed here a Squadron of Britijh 
Men of War, generally under the Command of an Ad- 
miral. The Governor has a (landing Salary of 2500 £. 
per Annum out of the Country Treafury in Courfe : The 
AfTembly generally allow him a Gratuity of 2500 £. 
per Annum more ; thefe with Efcheats and all other Per- 
quifites do make it a Government of about 10,000 £. 
per An. 

Duke of Albemarle concerned in Sir William Pbips*s 
fifhing for a Spanijh Plate Wreck, had good Succefs ; 
and in Cafe fuch another fifhing Voyage fhould prefent, 
that he might be near at Hand, obtained the Govern- 
ment of Jamaica : He foon died and was fucceeded by 
Col. Molefwortb. 

Upon the Revolution Anno 1690 the Earl of Incba- 
queen appointed Governor, he died upon the Wand, 

and 
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and was fucceeded by Sir William Beejlon Lieutenant- 
Governor and Commander in chief Anno 1692, he died 
Anno 1700. 

Major General Selwijn was appointed Captain -General 
and Governor Anno 1701 •, he died foon. 

1702 The Earl of Peterborough (famous in Queen 
Anne's Wars in Spain) was appointed Captain General of 
the Ifland, and Admiral in the Weft-India JJlands ; he 
never fet out for this Government, and Col. Handafyde 
was appointed Lieutenant-Governor - of Jamaica. Anno 
1696 Ponti with a French Squadron made a Feint a- 
gainft Jamaica, but without making any real Attempt, 
he put off for Carthagena, where he had good Succefs. 

17 10 Lord Archibald Hamilton was appointed Go- 
vernour, and fuperfeded the Command of Col. Handa- 
fyde ; he was continued Anno 1714, upon K. George I's 
Accefiion. 

1716 Mr. Pit (formerly Governor of Fort St. George 
in the Eaft India Company, commonly called Diamond 
Pits) was appointed Governor, and Co\.Otway Lieutenant 
Governor. 

17 17 Mr. Pit refigns in Favour of Mr. Laws a 
Planter, afterwards Sir Nicholas Laws ; Col. Dubourgay 
Lieutenant-Governor. About this Time the Militia 
of Jamaica were difpofed into one Regiment Horfe, 
eight Regiments Foot. 

1 72 1 Duke of Portland appointed Governor (a Re- 
treat from South-Sea Difafters) he died in Summer 1726, 
and was fucceeded by 

Col. Hunter, who went thither, by Advice of his Phy- 
ficians, for his Health ; and thereby did certainly obtain 
a Reprieve for fome Years. 

1734 Upon Col. Hunter's Death •, Henry Cunningham 
A. 1 734 went Governor ; but foon died after his Arrival. 

1736. Edward Trelawney,R(q', appointed Governor, 
Anno 1744 he was appointed Colonel of a Regiment of 
Foot to be raifed in England, for his good Services. He 
continues Governor at this Time 174-7. 

Bahama 
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Bahama IJlandi. 

Commonly called the Government of Providence the: 
principal Ifland. One of thefe Iflands called St. Salvidor 
or Cat-IJland was the firft Difcovery that Columbus made 
in America. 

They were granted by the Crown of England to the 
eight Proprietors of Carolina Anno 1663 •, but as the 
Proprietors took no Care to prevent Enemies and Pirates 
from harbouring and rendezvoufmg there, Anno 17 10 
it was refolved in Council of Great- Britain, " That the 
Queen do take the Bahama- I/lands into her imme- 
diate Protection, and fend a Governor to fortify Pro- 
vidence." 

The Proprietors formerly granted a Leafe of thefe If- 
lands to a Number of Merchants called the Bahama- 
Company : This turned to no Account. 

In the Spring Anno 1720. There kt out from the 
Havana an Expedition of 1200 Men in 14 VelTels a- 
gainft Providence and South-Carolina -, they vifited Pro- 
vidence without doing any Damage, and were fcattered 
in a Storm. 

The Banks belonging to this Clutter of Iflands and 
Keys are called Bahama Banks, and make the Eaft Side 
Of the Gulph Stream of Florida •, Providence the chief 
Ifland where the Governor and Garrifon are ftationed* 
lies in about 25 d. N. Lat. It is a Place of no Trade, 
and feems to be only a preventive Settlement, that Pi- 
rates and Privateers may not harbour there, and that the 
Spaniards may not be Matters of both Sides the Gulph 
Stream. Their fmall Trade has been Braziletto Dye- 
Wood, Cortex Eluther<£ from the Ifland of that Name, 
Salt from Exeuma, and Ambergreafe by Drift- Whales : 
At prefent they afford Sea- Turtle, Limes and four 
Oranges for the Bons Vivants of North-America. 

They have one Company Independant Regular 
Troops from Great-Britain. Capt. Woods Rogers Com- 

T modor- 
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modore of the two famous Brijlol South-Sea Privateers 
in the End of Queen Anne's Reign, was Anno 17 17 ap- 
pointed Governor with an Independent Company. 
1 72 1 He was fuperfeded by Capt. Finny. 1728 Upon 
Capt. Finny's Death, Capt. Woods Rogers is again ap- 
pointed Governor. Capt. Rogers died Anno 1733, and 
Richard Fitz Williams, Efq-, is appointed Governor. 
Fitz Williams refigned Anno 1738, and John Tinker, 
Efq; Son-in-Law to Col. Bladen, late of the Board of 
Trade, fucceeded ; and continues Governor at this pre- 
fent Writing Augujl 1 747. 

Bermudas. 

This Name is faid to be from John Bermudas a Spani- 
ard, who difcovered it, in his Way to the Weft Indies. 
Henry May a PalTenger aboard Barboiier call away here, 
1593, and tarried five Months, we do not mention, be- 
caufe of no Confequence. Sir George Sommers and Sir 
Thomas Gates, Adventurers in the Virginia Company, 
were fhipwreck'd here 1609, found Abundance of Hogs, 
a certain Sign that the Spaniards had been there •, thefe 
Iflands are fometimes called in publick Writings Som; 
tners, or corruptly Summer- I/lands. Some Gentlemen 
obtained a Charter from King James I. and became Pro- 
prietors of it : Mr. Moor was their firft Governor, Mr. 
Thomas Smith appointed Governor 16 12, and after three 
Years fucceeded by Capt. Daniel Tucker 1616. Mr. 
Richard Norwood a Surveyor was fent over by the Com- 
pany to make Divifions ; 161 8 he divided it into eight 
Tribes by the Names of the eight Proprietors or Ad- 
venturers, viz. Marquis of Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith 
many Years Treafurer, Earl of Devon/hire, Earl of Pem~ 
Iroke, Lord Paget, Ec 1 rl of Warwick, Earl of Southamp- 
ton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Each Tribe was divided 
into 50 Shares ; every Adventurer to have his Share by 
cafting of Lots in England, fome had from one to twelve 
Shares •, befides a great deal of Land left for common 

or 
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or publick Ufes •, each Share confided of about 25 
Acres, and remain fo to this Day •, the Value of a Share 
is 300 to 500 £. Proclamation Money •, no Wheel- 
Carriages, no Enclofures, they tether their Cattle -, High, 
Ways only from 5 to 7 Feet wide. 

At firft they went upon Tobacco as the Humor then 
was in all the Weft India Iflands — 16 19 Capt. Butler 
with a large Recruit of Settlers from England was Go- 
vernor, and the Legiilature was fettled in Governor, 
Council and AiTembJy j being formerly in a Governor 
and Council. 

Anno 1 69 R Samuel Day, Efq-, was Governor ; Anno 
1700 Capt. Bennet was appointed Governor. 

The prefent Governor is Popple, Efq-, Anno 

1747 upon his Brother's Death he fucceeded ; his Bro- 
ther Alured Popple Efq-, formerly Secretary to the Board 
of Trade and Plantations, was appointed Lieut. -Governor 
(the Commander in chief is defigned only Lieut. Go- 
vernor) Anno 1737. 

Bermudas is in 32 d. 30 m. N. Lat. about 65 d. 
"Weft from London, lies 200 to 300 Leagues Diftance 
from the neareft Lands, viz. New-England, Virginia^ 
South-Carolina, and Providence, or Bahama IJlands . 
Tide B r ows 5 Feet, is well fecured by funken Rocks, 
but Water fufficient, in narrow Channels and Turnings, 
requiring a good Pi-lot. Their only Settlement of No- 
tice is upon St. George's IJland about 16 Miles long from 
E. N. E. to W. S. W. fcarce a League wide in the 
broadefl: Place, in fome Places the Spray of the Sea 
croffes the Ifland. The Winds from the North to the 
North- Weft, are the molt prevalent -, fubject to fmart 
Gufts of Wind, Thunder and Lightning. March, 
April and May is their whaling Time, but of no con- 
fiderable Account \ their Whale- Oil and Ambergreafe 
are inconfiderable ; the Governor has a Perquifite from 
the Royal Fifli about 10 £. per Whale. 

In Bermudas there may be about 5000 Whites, their 
Fencible Men not much exceeding 1000 Men, a,nd many 

of 
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of thefe generally at Sea, their Militia confift of ioo 
Horfe, and one Company Foot from each of the eight 
Tribes, there is in Garrifon one Company Independant 
Regular Troops from Great-Britain always incomplete 
(as are all our Plantation Troops for Want, of a proper 
Check) the Perquifite of the Governor, 

Their Diet is mean, and the People generally poor, 
fjmply honsft °, but gay in a rufticl^ Manner (Bermudas 
Giggs) they have the beft Breed of Negroes, equal to 
\yhite Men in their Navigation. 

Their Trade is of fmall Account ; they build thei£ 
own Sloops of Cedar * of their own Growth, fit for 
Ufe in 20 Years Intervals or Growth ; their Keel-Pieces ? 
"Wales, and Beams are of Oak, ; their Maft are of white 
Pine, from New- England.. 

Their chief Bufinefs is building Sloops of Cedar, their 
own Growth, light Runners ; their Exports are incon- 
fiderable, viz. Some Pot-Herbs and Roots for the other 
Parts of America, a white Chalk- Stone eafily chizeled for 
building Gentlemens Houfes in the Weft-India Iflands, 
Palmeto | Leaves manufactured into Plait, better than 
the Straw- Work of Italy and of Nuns in fome Countries ; 
They are noted for going to fifh upon Spanijh Wrecks, 
they excel in diving.-f 

This Ifland (or rather Iflands) is generally healthful, 
The famous Mr. Waller a Gentleman of Fortune and 



* Cedrus Bermudiana wulgo H. "Juniper us Bermudiana H. L. Ber- 
mudas Cedar, it" is harder than the Cedar of Carolina and Virginia ; 
they are all diftinft Species, as are the red and white Cedars of 
New- England : We fhall give a more claflick, practical or median - 
ick and commercial Account of them when we come to treat of 
Timber and Naval Stores ufed in, and exported from New- 

England. 

| Patma pruniftra Bermud. (of the Palmes fome are cocciferout t 
fome pruniferous) with a very long and wide Leaf. 

-{- Bermudas is noted for Divers : An Indian born there, of Florida. 
Parents div'd 18 Fathom (common Diving is 8 to 10 Fathom) and 
clapt Lafhings to an Anchor, was near three Minutes under Water, 
upon his Emerfion or coming up, he bled much at Mouth, Nofe ard 
Ears, .1. 
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Wit, a Member of the long Parliament, reCded here 
Tome Years during the civil Wars of England, fays of 
Bermudas, 

f None Jickly lives, or dies before his Time, 
So fweet the Air, [0 moderate the Clime. 

Formerly 



f This Notion of a healthful Climate, gave Occafion to a late 

Scheme projected by a whimfical Man, Dean B ly fince Bifhop 

of CI ne in Ireland, of founding in Bermudas, an Univerfity 

College or Seminary for the Education of the Briti/h American Youth. 
Projectors are generally inconfiderate, rafh, and run too fall : He 
did not confider that Places for Health are accommodated for Vale- 
tudinarians and old People ; whereas young People, where the Sta- 
mina Vitte are good, feldom want Health (at Harvard- College in Cam- 
bridge near Bojion New- England, not exceeding one or two per Ct. 
per An. die) this Place is of very difficult Accefs or Navigation : 
does not produce a Sufficiency for the prefent parcimoniojs Inhabi- 
tants. This abftracled Notion feems only adequate to the Concep- 
tions of a common School- Matter, to keep his Boys together (as a 
Shepherd does by folding of his Sheep) while they learn to read 
Englijh, and labour at the Rudiments of the Latin Language ; 
whereas young Gentlemen, Students of the Belles Lettres, Civil Hif- 
tory, Natural Hijiory, or any of the three learned Profeffions, require a 
larger Field than that of q. fmall Ifland divulfed (if we may fq ex- 
prefs it) from the World or Continents of the Earth. He hired a 
Ship, put on Board a good Library (fome Part of it, he bountifully 
beftowed upon the Colleges of MaJJacbufetts-Bay and Conneiliait 
New-England) and in Company with fome Gentlemen of great 
Worth ; after a tedious Winter-Paffage, put in at Rhode-ljland, a 
fmall Colony of New- England ; built a kind of a Cell, liv'd there a 
reclufe Life for fome Time, 'till this Fit of Enthusiasm did de- 
vervefce, and was convinced of the Idlenefs of the Whim, didjiot 
proceed, but returned to England. 

There are Enthufiajis in all Affairs of Life, this Man of himfelf 
Was an Enthufiaft in many Affairs of Life ; not confin'd to Religion 
and the Education of Youth ; he invaded another of the learned 
Profeffions, Medicine, which in a peculiar Manner is called the learned 
Profeffion ; he publifhed a Book called Siris (the Ratio Nominis I 
cannot inveftigate) or Tar -Water, an univerfal Medicine or Penacea ; 
he never knew it fail, if copioufly adminiftred, of curing any Fever; 
whereas many Fevers, viz. That of the Plague, of the Small-Pox with 
Symptoms of Purples and general Haemorhages, &c. in their own Na- 
ture to moil Conftitutions from firft Seizure are mortal, by an univerfal 

Necrojis 
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Formerly Pine-Apples and fome other delicious Fruits 
of the Caribee Iflands, were cultivated in Bermudas ; but 

by 

^- u ■ - — — ~— ■ — ■*— ——' — -■ 

Necrojis or fudden Blaft of the Conftitmion : It cures the Murrain, Rot, 
and all other malignant Diftempers amongft Cattle, Sheep, &c . The 
continued or long Ufe of it does Violence to the Conftitution ; in 
-Afthmas and Rheumatick Diforders a fhort Ufe of it, has been be- 
neficial, but our Materia Medica affords more efficacious and fafe 
Medicines ; it is at prefent, almoff. wore out of Fafhion. Tar is only 
Turpentine by Fire rendred of a cauftick Quality ; whereas Turpen- 
tine (and confequently its Water or Decoclion) by the Experience of 
many Ages, has been found a raoft beneficent medicinal natural 
Balfam. 

He ought to have check'd this officious Genius (unlefs in his own 
Profeffion Way, he had acquired this Nojlrum, by Infpiration) from 
intruding into the Affairs of a diftincl Profeffion : Should a Doclor 
in Medicine, practice publick Praying and Preaching (though only 

in a Quack or W d vagrant Manner) with pious, private, 

ghoftly Advice and Exhortations to his Patients alias Penitents ; the 
Clergy would immediately take the Alarm, and ufe their Bruta 
Fulmina againff this other Profeffion ; this feems to be well expreff- 
ed in a London News- Paper by Way of Banter or Ridicule. 

The BiJbop''s Book annoys the learned Tribe : 

They threaten hard f WeUl preach, if you prefcribe. 

As his Bermudas College Projection, and his Refidence in New- 
England, have rendred him famous in North- America ; perhaps it 
may not be impertinent to give fome further Hiftory of Mr. B — ly, 
in his proper Character as a Divine : I fhall take it from his Minute 
Philo/opher,a. Bookcompofed inNeiv-England, and confine it to his wild 
Notions of Myftenes inRe:igion. He fays,that from a certain Enihufiafm 
in humane Nature, all Religions do fprout. From the Faith which 
Children have in the Directions of their Parents, from the great 
Share that Faith has in the Policy of Nations (he means the Arcana 
Imperij) and in common Commerce or Trade ; we are led to Faith 
in religious Revelations. Since we cannot explain many obvious 
Things in Nature, why fhould we be obliged to do fo in Religion? 
In a very very loofe Expreffion, he compares Myfteries in Religion 
to the Enthujiajiick, and to Demonstration Non-Entities, of the Phi- 
Jo/opber's Stone in Chymiftry, and of perpetual Motion in Mechanicks. 
The abftra&ed Idea of a Triangle, is as difficult as that of the Tri- 
nity ; that of the Communication of Motion, as difficult as that of 
the Communication of Grace. We ought to ^ ave ^- e ^ ame Reafon 
for truiling the Pfuest in Religion, that we have for trufting the 
Lawyer or Phyfician with our Fortune or Life ; thus every Man 

ough: 
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by cutting down the Timber and Wood, the Ifland is 
become fo open and expofed to the bleak Winds, 
tender Exaticks do not thrive. 

SECT. III. 

Concerning the Indian Tribes and Nations •, intermixed 
with, under the Proteclion of, and in Alliance with 
Great-Britain : Alfo fome Hints of the French 
Indians. 

THAT the Contents of this Section may be the 
more eafily comprehended, perhaps it may be 
convenient to diftinguifh it into fome feparate 
Articles. 1. A general Hiftory of the Weft- Indians, or 
aboriginal Americans. 1. Their Religion, Language, 
Manners, Arts and Improvements in Nature. 3. Their 
Tribes or Nations laying upon, or near the Eaflern Shore 
of North-America. 4. Their Wars with, and Incurfions 
upon the Britifh North- America Colonies. 

Arti CLE 1. 

A general Hiftory of the aboriginal Americans. 

AS to the Origin of Things, particularly of Man- 
kind, we have no other Account in Credit with 
Chriftians, whether allegorical or literal is not my Af- 
fair, but that of Mofes in the Scriptural Books of our 

— 1 -■ - — 

ought to have a Liberty of chufing his own Prieft and Religion, this 
is too general a Toleration, and puts an End to all focial Re- 
ligion. 

To conclude, The Right Rev'd the Bifhop of CI ne notwith- 

ftanding of his Peculiarities, is a moft generous, beneficent and be-] 
nevolent Gentleman, as appears by his Donations in New- England. 

Bible 
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Bible or Religion : Doubtlefs there have been at Times 
general or almoft univerfal Peftilences, Famines, Deluges, 
implacable Wars ; which have almoft extinguifhed the 
Race of Mankind in the Countries where thefe general 
Calamities prevailed •, and muft require many Centuries 
to repeopJe them, from the fmall remaining Stock, and 
to reduce them by Gradations * to large Societies called 
Tribes or Cantons, Nations, and Empires. 

ThS 



* From a Country or Continent thus reduced to a very fmall 
Stock, we may inveltigate the various Degrees of Civil Government. 
At firft they were only diftinft Families, left lfole, and their Govern- 
ment was patriarchal, that is by Heads of Families ; thefe Heads of 
Families foon became acquainted and neighbourly, and for mutual 
Protection and good Neighbourhood, entred into AlTociations, by us 
called Tribes, Cantons, or Clans ; feveral of thefe Tribes upon Suf- 
picion of fome ambitious Defign of fome neighbouring powerful 
Tribes, or Confederacy of Tribes j for their better Defence were 6- 
bliged to enter into a federal Union, and at Length were incorporat- 
ed into one general Direction called a Nation or Empire. Perhaps 
we may fuppofe, that, fuch were the Empires of Mexico and Peru in 
America. 

Sir Ifaac Newton in his Chronology of ancient Kingdoms amended, 
by his incomparable Sagacity inveftigates, that in ancient Times 
Greece and all Europe were peopled by wandring Cimerians and Scy- 
thians ; the Emigrations or Excurfions which in feveral Ages have 
occafioned Revolutions and new peopling of the Southern Parts of 
Europe ; Goths, Vandals, &c. came from thence by fwarming, that is 
leaving their native Country for Want of Room or Subfiftance, Nor- 
thern Countries are the leaft liable to the above-mentioned Calamities, 
and may be called Nurferies : they had lived a rambling Life, 
like the Tartars in the Northern Parts of AJia. 

We fhould have previoufly obferved, That Mankind is naturally 
a gregarious Animal, does not love Solitude, but has a ftrong Paffion 
or Propenfity for Society ; their natural Reafon, and Capacity of 
Speech or Communication of Thoughts, inclines them to it. 

Dr. Heylin, from him moft of our modern Hiftorians of this Kind 
transcribe, gives a very eafy novel Manner of the peopling the feveral 
Nations from the Pofterity of Noah ; we fhall not impofe this upon 
our Readers : He fays the Americans proceeded from Noah, by Way 
of Tartary. 

Others publifh their Conjectures, that North-America was peopled 
from Scytbia and Tartary j that South-America was peopled from 

ChinA 
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The Boundaries of their united Tribes, called Nations 
or Empires, are natural, viz. Seas, Bays, Lakes, great 
Rivers, high Mountains, thus for Inftance, our neigh- 
bouring Nation of Abnaquies are bounded by the Allan- 
tick Ocean, or rather at prefent by the Englifa Set- 
tlements upon the Atlantick Shore, by the Bay of 
Fundi, by the great River 67. Laurence, by Lake Cham* 
plain and Hud/on* s River. 

The Tribes which, at leaft nominally* compofe theif 
general Denomination of a Nation, are generally named 
from the Rivers upon which they live ; as in Lapldnd 
of Sweden, the Laplanders are diftinguifhed by the 
Names of the Rivers Uma, Pitha, Lula, Torneo, and 
Kimi. 

As China feems to be the elder Brother of all the Na* 
tions of Mankind as to their Politia and Improvements 
in Nature •, fo America may with much Propriety be 
called the youngeft Brother and meaneft of Mankind ; 
no Civil Government, no Religion, no Letters •, the 
French call them Les Hommes des Bois, or Men-Brutes of 
the Forreft : They do not cultivate the Earth by plant- 
ing or grazing : Excepting a very inconfiderable Quan- 
tity of Mays or Indian Corn, and of Kidney-Beans (in 
New England they are called Indian Beans) which fome 
of their Squaas or Women plant -, they do not provide 



China and Japan, without reflecting, that according to the Situation 
of thefc Countries it is impracticable ; our modern large Ships can- 
not perform the Navigation from China, in lefs than 6 or 7 Months : 
How can it be performed in Canoes ? The Americans had no 
large Embarkations, this requires no ferious Animadverfions. 

Some Authors whimfically alledge, that the Phoenicians or Cu-tha-' 
ginians, might have been drove thither by fome continued frefh 
Ealterly Winds ; but the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Greecians, Ro~ 
maris, and Arabians who were fucceflively the great Navigators, make 
no mention of America ; and upon our Arrival m America, we 
could not find the leaft Monument or Token of their ever being 
there. 

Therefore we can carry the Hiftory of the American Coun • : 
HO higher than Columbus's Difcovery Anno 1492. See ?. 25. 

V 
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for To-Morrow, their Hunting is their necefiary Sub- 
fiftence not Diverfion j when they have good Luck in 
Hunting, they eat and deep until all is confumed and 
then go a Hunting again. 

The higher the Latitudes, the Indians are fewer in 
Numbers and more ftraggling, Nature not affording ne- 
ceflary Subfiftence for many, and only in fmall Bodies or 
Herds : Their Trade or Commerce is trifling, having 
no Produce, no Manufacture, but little Game •, the 
Difficulty of fubfifting requires almoft their whole Time 
to provide for themfelves. 

Excepting that Conftitution of Body,, which by Ufe 
they have acquired from their Birth, of enduring Hard- 
Ihips of Hunger and Weather •, they are tender, and 
not long-lived, and generally very Ample and ignorant, 
fome of their old Men by Ufe and Experience in the 
"World, acquire a confiderable Degree of Sagacity. 
New Negroes from Guinea generally exceed them much 
in Conftitution of Body and Mind. In the Province of 
Majfachufetts-Bay New- England, there was formerly a 
very good Project or Defign, to educate at College, 
fome of their mod promiflng Youths, to ferve as Mif- 
fionarks for civilizing, inftrucling and converting of the 
wild Indians : This good Purpofe turn'd abortive from 
the Tendernefs of their Conftitution and Aukwardnefs 
in Learning, and at prefent is laid afide. 

They are not fo polite as the wandring Tartars, 
no Dairys. Like the wild Irijh they dread Labour more 
than Poverty, like Dogs they are always either eating 
or fleeping, excepting in Travelling, Hunting, and their 
Dances •, their Sloth and Indolence inclines them to 
Sottiihnefs ; before Chriftians arrived amongft them, 
they had no Knowledge of ftrong Drink ; this Chri- 
ftian Vice not only deftroys their bodily Health, and 
that of their Progeny, but creates Feuds, Outrages, and 
horrid Murders. They are much given to Deceit and 
Lying, fo as fcarce to be believed when they fpeak 
.Truth. See Annotations Page 116, Their Temper is 

the 
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the Reverfe of the Eaft Indians, whereof fome Cafts or 
Se^s will not kill any Animal ; the Weft Indians or 
Americans are barbarous, and upon fmall Provocations 
kill their own Species •, fome of them exceed in Bar- 
barity, and in Revenge and Fury eat the Flefh of their 
Enemies, not from Hunger or Delicacy •, fuch formerly 
were the Florida Indians, they faid that the Flefh of 
the Englijb eat mellow and tender, that of the Spaniard 
hard and tough, the Bermudian fifhy. 

The Aboriginal Americans have no Honefty, no Ho- 
nour, that is, they are of no Faith, but meer Brutes in 
that Refpecl. They generally have great Fortitude of 
Mind ; without any Appearance of Fear or Concern, 
they fuffer any Torture and Death. In Revenge they 
are barbarous and implacable ; they never forget nor 
forgive Injuries -, if one Man kills another, the neareft 
in Kindred to the murdered, watches an Opportunity to 
kill the Murderer ; and the Death of one Man may 
occafion the Deaths of many ; therefore when a Man 
is guilty of Murder, he generally leaves the Tribe, and 
goes into a voluntary Kind of Banifhment. They are a 
fullen clofe People. The Indian Wars ought to be called 
Majfacres, or inhumane barbarous Out-rages, rather than 
neceffary Acts of Hoftility. 

The Indians have their Hunting, Fowling and Fifh- 
ing Grounds, by a forked pointed Pole, they ftrike or 
harpoon their Fifh -, but their Wives and Children refide 
moftly on their planting Grounds, they plant but little. 
They do not wander like the Tartars •, there are faid 
to be fome wandering Indians, they cannot be many ; 
becaufe the fettling Indians are very jealous of their 
hunting and fifhing Grounds or Properties. 

Their ancient Navigation was only eroding of Rivers 
upon Bark-logs, travelling along Rivers, Rivulets and 
Sides of Lakes in Canoes or Schuyties, portable by two 
Men in their Carrying-Places from one River or Pond 
to another, they are of Birch-Bark upon Ribs of Afh, 
fovy'd together by fome tough wooden Fibres, and 

paid 
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paid (as Sailors exp.refs it) with Rozin from Tome Pine 
Kind ; they ufe no Sails and Oars, only Paddles and 
Setting- Poles ; they are capable of carrying a Man, his 
Wife, Children and Baggage. Narrow Rivers are better 
travelling than Ponds or Lakes, becaufe upon the Lakes, 
if (tormy or much Wind, they cannot proceed, but muft 
put to the Shore. 

Many of our intermixed Indians are of good Ufe as 
Servants, i t is obfervable, that amongft the Indian Ser- 
vant^ and Nfgro Slaves ; the filly, though tlefs, and pu- 
filammous a-fwer belt •, fome perhaps may obferve 
from this, that the blind paflive Obedience and Non-Re- , 
fiftence Men, make the belt Subjects and Court Slaves 
in Europe. 

The Indians between the Trcpicks, their Complexion 
is not of fo good a rnetaline Copper Luftre, but paler, 
Stature fmaller, not fo robuft and couragious •, but by 
Reafon of the Fertility of the Country are in larger 
Tribes and confequently more civilized •, and from be- 
ing civilized, their Confederacies and federal Unions re- 
duced them into vail Empires -f : Such were the Em- 
pire of Mexico, their Moderator or principal Man was 
Montezuma ; and the Empire of Peru, Attabaliba was 
their leading Man. The Empire of Mexico feems to 
have been the more polite, that of Peru the more rich, 
as having vaft Treafures of Silver and Gold. 

The Northern Tribes are fmall and diftinct ; a large 
Parcel of Land laying wafte (in Winter-Countries) for 
many Months in the Year, not fertile, and not cleared 
of Woods, cannot fubfift many People, but thefe 

f A Spanijh Bifhop of the Weft- Indies, a Man of Obfervationi 
many Years fince wrote, '* That the Indians are of a tender Con- 
fhtution : No Part of Europe was more populous than Mexico, upon 
the Spaniards firft Arrival. The Spaniards in the firft forty Years, 
deftroy'd about 20 Millions of Indians ; they left but a few Indians 
in Hifpamola, none upon Cuba, Jamaica, Bahama- IJlands, Porto-Rico, 
and Caribee- IJIarJs excepting upon Dominica and St. Vincent where 
they remain to this Day. 

fmall 
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fmall || Tribes, though much difperfed are allied by 
Contiguity, Language, and Intermarriages -, thus it is 
with our neighbouring Abnaquies who border upon 
New England •, the Iroquois cr Mohawks who border 
upon NewTork, Penfyfuania and Virginia ; and the 
Chirakees who border upon Carolina •, thefe may be 
called three diftinct great Nations. 

The Indians in the high Latitudes are paler, fhort, 
thick, fquat •, cloathed with Skins (generally Seals-Skins) 
fow'd with Thongs ; no Bread-Kind, no Fire ; live 
upon Whale and Seal-Blubber, and other Fifh; and what 
Beafts they may kill with their Arrows and Darts ; their 
Boats and Canoes are of a lingular Make, adapted 
only, for one Perfon ; in the Winter they Jive in 
Caves. 

Indians in general paint their Bodies, efpecially their 
Faces (they affect red Colour) as the Pibls and Britons 
of Great-Britain formerly were accuftomed. 

In the higher Latitudes the Indians reckon by Winters 
(Years) Moons (Months) and Sleeps (Nights.) Be- 
tween the Tropicks they reckon by Rains (the Seafons 
of Rains, End of Summer and Beginning of Autumn 
are periodical, as are our Winters) Moons and Sleeps. 
In computing Diftances, they reckon by Sleeps or Days 
Travel ( as the Butch do by Hours ) viz. fo many 
Sleeps or Days Travel from one Place to another. 

Notwithstanding of the Unpolitenefs and Want of 
Fire-Arms amongft the American Aboriginals, the Euro- 
peans could not have effected their Settlements becaufe 
of vaft Difparity in Numbers-, if fome difaffe&ed 
Tribes, to be revenged of the Impofitions and Encroach- 
ments of fome neighbouring Tribes, had not joined the 
European Small- Arms ; thus Cortex againft Mexico was 



|| In Bible-Hiftory we read that all Mankind anciently liv'd in 
fmall Tribes ; Abraham and his Allies could mufler only 3 1 8 Men ; 
with thefe he defeated four great Kings, who had conquered feveral 
Kings. Where Lands lie not cultivated, the Tribes mult be fmall 
and Inhabitants few for Want of Subfiftence. 

joined 
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joined by feveral difaffeaed Tribes ; when the Settlers 
of New Plymouth firft landed, Maffafoit was glad of 
the Countenance of their Small Arms againft the Nc* 
raganfets. 

As to their Make and Complexion* They have thin 
Lips, flattifh Faces, languid Countenance, fmall black 

* We cannot account for the aboriginal Differences of Complex- 
ions in the various Nations, and the Variety of their Features. The 
People of the middle and South Parts of Africa are Black, of various 
epnitant permanent Shades or Degrees, with flat Nofes, thick lips 
fhorc fnzled or cnfp black Hair ; perhaps the Complexion of the 
tawney Moor of Barbary the ancient Mauritania, is not aboriginal 
but a Complication of the European White and the African Black \ 
our American Complexion feems to be native and flncere. The Na- 
tives of the Indian Feninfula, betwixt the Rivers Indus and Ganges in 
the Eajl- Indies, have the African black Complexion, the European 
Features, and the American lank black Hair or Crin, but all native 
and genuine, not from a mixed Breed. Extreme hot or extreme 
cold Weather, do equally tawn white People but not permanently ; 
Tranfplantation or Tranfponation recovers their native Com- 
plexion. 

It is not various Climates that gives the various Complexions j 
America lies from 6 S d. N. Lat. to 55 d. S. Lat. comprehending all 
the various Climates of Europe, Aft a and Africa ; the American 
Complexion is permanently every where the fame ; only with a 
more or lefs of the metaline Lufture. Salmon, a late difaffefted 
ocnbler, m his Modern Hiftory ; fays, the Blacks after fome Ge- 
neratjons will become white ; in New- England there are Guinea 
Slaves in Succeflion of feveral Generations, they continue the fame in 
Feature and Complexion; it is true, that in the Weft-India Iflands fome 
diffolute Planters are faid to wafh the Blackemore white, by generat- 
ing with the Succeffive Shades of their own Iffue, Children, Grand 
Children, &c. the Progeny at Length becomes blonde, or of a pale 
White. r 

Upon this Subjea there are feveral Intricacies in Nature not to 
be unravelled. Why the Negroes of Guinea fhould have woolly 
crup black Hair, and thofe of the Indian Peninfula have lank black 
Hair ? Why the Wool of Northern Sheep carried into a hot Cli- 
mate becomes like Goats Hair, and returned to a Northern Climate, 
they recover their Wool again ? How near neighbouring Nations, 
l L l V do not intermarry, differ in Features and Complexions ? The 
UrcaJ/mns are very beautiful, their neighbouring Tartars are extreme- 
ly ugly : he Laplanders are ruddy and frefh* the adjoining Ru/Isans 
and Tartar* are tawney and foualid.. ' 

Eyes, 



Of the Britifti Settlements in America. 159 

Eyes, imberbes and impuberes, Stature various as in Eu- 
rope i in the high North and South Latitudes, they are 
taller and more robuft, than between the Tropicks ; their 
Hair jet black, lank (between the Tropicks not fo lank) 
ftiff, called by the French Crin. The Spaniards found 
it more tedious and much more difficult to reduce Chili, 
than in their other American Conquefts. Their Com- 
plexion is of a fplendid redifh Brown, or metaline Luftre, 
which is well expreffed by a Copper Colour ; thus a 
fplendid White, is called Silver Colour : Not of an 
Olive-Colour or tawney (a tanned Leather yellowifli 
Colour) as are the Aborigines of Barbary, and fome of 
their Progeny in the South Parts of France, Spain, and 
Portugal. Some Indians upon the IJlhmus of Darien, 
are of a milk-white Complexion, which is not natural 
and hereditary •, but proceeds from a tender morbid 
Conftitution, their Parents were copper-coloured, and 
their Children become copper-coloured. 

Their Poflure is not crofs-legg'd as among the Afia- 
ticks ; accumbent as formerly with the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, laying on their left Side, leaning upon their EJbow ; 
nor cowring as the Women call it, the Manner of the 
African Negroes, Knees bent and Legs parallel to their 
Thighs •, nor fitting upon their Buttocks and Thighs 
with their Legs dependant as in Europe ; but fitting on 
their Buttocks ere£t with their Thighs and Legs in a 
ftrait Line extended horizontally. 

Our general Trade with the Indians is Fire- Arms, 
Powder, and Shot for War and Hunting •, Strouds and 
Blankets for Cloathing •, Spirits, Rum and Brandy for 
Indolence •, formerly Toys, which were as confiderable 
though filly Amufement to them, as Jewels are to 
us. 

In Travelling they direct, their Courfe by noted 
Mountains, by the Sun when vifible, by the moffy or 
North fide of Trees. As molt Infects avoid Oils, the 
Indians greafe themfelves as a Defence againft Mujkitoes 
and other troublefom Flies.- 

Many 
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Many of ourEar^^w'sPurchafers of Lands can fcarce 
be faid, for valuable Considerations : But a long Pof- 
feffion and in Confequence Prefcription have made our 
Title good. Father Ralle a late ingenious Jefuit and 
French Miffionary with the New-England Abnaquie In- 
dians, about 26 Years fince, did kindle a War or Infur- 
redlion of thofe Indians in New -England -, by inculcat- 
ing, that they held their Lands of GOD and Nature in 
fucceeding Generations, that Fathers could not alienate 
the Earth from their Sons. We ufe no other Artifice 
to keep the Indians in our Interefl, but, by underfelling 
the French, and giving a higher Price for Indian Com- 
modities ; this is fair and juft. 

Our printed Hiftories of the Indian Countries, their 
Governments, Religion, Languages, and Cuftoms -, are 
creduloufly copied from credulous Authors, and full of 
filly Conceits •, a very late and notable Inftance of this, 
we find in the Journal of Anfon's Voyage to the South- 
Seas, publifhed by the Mathematical Mafter of the Cen- 
turion, Anno 1745. 

Strictly fpeaking, they feem to have no Government, 
no Laws, and are only cemented by Friendfhip and 
good Neighbourhood ; this is only a Kind of tacit fe- 
deral Union between the many Tribes, who compofe 
the general Denomination of a Nation ; every individual 
Man feems to be independant and fui juris, as to Go- 
vernment, and is only in Friendfhip and neighbourly 
Relation with others of the fame Tribe : Notwith- 
flanding we fometimes find Heads of Tribes mentioned 
as if in SuccefTion, nay even Female Succeffions ; in the 
New-England Pocanoket, Mount-Hope, or King Philip'* 
War Anno 1675, there is mentioned the Squaa-Sachem 
of Pocajfet, and a Squaa-Sachem amongft the Nara- 
ganfets. In other Parts of the Earth all Societies or 
Cohabitants have Government, and an abfolute com- 
pelling Power is lodged fomewhere and in fome Man- 
ner •, but the American Indians have no compulfivc 
Power over one another : When a Tribe or Neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood fend Delegates, to treat with other Bodies of 
Men Whites or Indians ; the Conclufions are carried 
home memoriter, and the young Men muft be perfwaded 
to come into thefe Articles •, when the Indians at any 
Time are forced into a Peace, the Blame of the War is 
laid upon their young Men. 

The aboriginal Cloathing of the Northern Indians was 
Skins of Seals cut in particular Fafhions,and fow'd together 
withThongs (they had noThreads of Flax, Hemp, or any 
other Herbs) in other Parts they wore Skins of the va- 
rious Beafts of the Forreft : At prefent the Indians who 
have Commerce with the Colonies from Europe, wear 
Duffils and Blanketing of about two Yards fquare, 
which the Romans called a * Toga -, their Segamores or 
Sachems wear Blankets with a Border of a different Co- 
lour, and may be called Prxtextati. 

Article 2. 

fThe Religion, Language, Food and Medicine, with fome 
other loofe Particulars relating to the American 
Indians. 

A S the Americans before the Arrival of Colonies from 
'**> Europe, fe'em to have been and ftill continue in 
general, the mod barbarous and the leaft polifhed Peo- 
ple upon Earth •, a clear, exact and full Account of 
thefe Things cannot be expected, but for the greater 
Perfpicuity we reduce them under diftincT: Heads. 



* Toga feems to be the mod ancient natural and fimple Wear ufed 
by Mankind ; the Scots Highlanders have wore it further back than 
our Records do reach, ftriped and chequered varioufly according to 
Humours of different Ages ; but as of late Years it feems to be 
ufed as a Badge of Difaffedion to the prefent happy eftablifhed Go- 
vernment in Great Britain, the Parliament in their great Wifdbm 
have abolifhed it. 

w Jr 
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I. Religion of the Americans. 

Some Indians of Sagacity, a little civilized and in- 
ftructed towards the Cbrijlian Religion, can give no dif- 
tinct Account of any Indian Religion, and do (tumble 
much at the Myjleries of our Cbrijlian Religion, being 
indifcreetly crouded upon them at once, and with too 
much Impetuofity, without previous InftrucYion, if you 
do not believe immediately, you will be damned, is the 
Expreffion of our Zealots ; whereas they ought to be 
firft tamed by Familiarity and fair Dealing, in friendly 
Converfation upon proper Occafions, without any Ap- 
pearance of Officioufnefs, inftruct them in natural Re- 
ligion and Morality, thefe are plain and eafily compre: 
hended •, afterwards with Difcretion, they may be by de- 
grees initiated into the Myjleries of our Religion : Our 
Miffionaries, void of common Prudence, in a reverfe pre- 
pofterous Manner begin with the abjlruje Articles of the 
Cbrijlian Religion, and thence proceed to inftruct them 
in the plain eafy Dictates of Nature. In a filly, low 
cant Way, fome of our Preachers tell the Indians, that 
the Chrijlians God is a better God than the Indians God ; 
whereas, they ought to inform them, that there is but 
One fupreme God, and that our Manner of worfhiping 
this God is more agreable to the Godhead, as being 
more natural and decent. If fome of our Indian Traders 
were inftructed, and at a publick Charge capacitated to 
fell cheap amongft the Indians, they would gain their 
Affections in this trading familiar friendly Manner, and 
lav a good Foundation for their Converfion towards 
Chriflianity : An abrupt Chriftian religious Million a- 
mongft them feems abfurd ; if the Emperor of China* 
or the Grand Turk fhould fend Miffionaries into Great 
Britain to convert the People there to the Doctrines 
of Confucius or Mahomet, inftead of gaining Profelytes, 
it would avert them. The following Digreffion may be 
acceptable to fome of our Readers. 

A 
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A Bigrejfion concerning the Religions of ancient Nations. 

I do not prefume to write concerning the controver- 
fial or devotional Points of our modern Religions, na- 
tional, or private Opinions ; that is the Bufmefs of a 
peculiar Profeflion or Craft, called Priejls. 

Religion improves in Nations, Hand in Hand with 
good Policy, and as they become more and more civi- 
lized. It may be called the Cement of Society. The 
Romans did fight pro aris et focis, for their Religion, as 
well as for their Country. Amongft the Weft India Bu- 
caneers the moft morally vicious of Mankind -, the 
French immovably adhered to one another becaufe of 
their being all Roman Catholicks, the Englifh to one ano- 
ther as being Proteftants, and not from any other Regard, 
Otherways both agreed and acted jointly as Pirates. 

As to Religion, all Mankind may be divided into 
three Sects. 

I. They who believe in a fupreme Intelligence ( or 
Intelligences ) who by Omnipotence created and framed 
the World, and by infinite Wifdom manages it : They 
may be called the Godly. With this Clafs, the divine 
Attribute Incomprehensible ought to refolve and 
compofe all Altercations concerning this Being : Plutarch 
fays, there is but One and the fame fupreme Being or 
Providence, that governs the World, though worfhip- 
ed by Multiplicity of Names, by various Nations and 
Sectaries. This Sect admits of three Sub-divifions. 

1. Thrifts, commonly called Deifts, who admit of no 
Modifications in the Deity ; in ancient Times and to this 
Day, they are improperly called Atheift s. Amongft us,he 
who denies the Trinity, is in Law deemed Atheift and Blaf- 
fbemer. Anaxagoras the Philofopher patted at Athens 
for an Atheift, becaufe he denied that the Sun, the o- 
ther Planets and the Stars were Gods. Socrates is faid 
to have been a Martyr for the Unity of the Godhead, 
refufing to pay Homage to the various Gods of Greece,, 
This is the national ( if we may thus exprefs ) Religion 
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of the Mahometans^ having the Jargeft Extent of all 
national Religions. It is the private Opinion of many 
who are intermixed with and go by the Name of Chri- 
Jlians, and are generally defigned Avians, or Socinians, 
( Socinus of Sienna in Italy ) they alfo deny Original Sin 
and Providence. 

2. Tntheifts or Trinitarians. The diftinguifhing Te- 
net of all true Orthodox Chriftians : They worfhip Di- 
vinity under three diftinct Modifications, which I fhall 
not pretend to explain or illuftrate, becaufe a Myftery. 

3. Polytheifts. Such were the ancient Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans : The Poets had a greater Variety of 
Gods than the Philojophers, many of them to be looked 
upon as a Machinary introduced to embellifh a Poem, 
and to amufe the Mind : They deified various Parts of 
Nature, and were great Promoters of Polytheijm. All 
the Gods and GoddefTts of the Ancients were only Mo- 
difications, Words or Names, to exprefs feveral Attri- 
butes of a fupreme Beings the Excellencies in Nature, 
and the Virtues of Heroes and very eminent Men ; as 
if in Britain we mould fay Newton the God of Na- 
tural Philofophy and Mathematicks, Addison, the 
God of the Belles Lettres and polite Learning. 

II. They who admit of no fupreme Intelligence, but 
fay that blind Matter is the Extent of our Knowledge ; 
thefe are the literal and true Atheifts. Anaximander was 
the firft noted Atheift upon Record, about 600 Years 
before CHRIST ; his noted Followers were Lucippus, 
Democritus, Epicurus, Lucretius &c-, in thefe late Times, 
-f fome fingularly felf-conceited of their own Penetration, 
have avowedly declared themfelves fuch, in Defpite of 
all the polite Part of Mankind. 

T Spine fa a Jew in his Traclatus Theolcgico-Politicus. 

Vanini born at Ncples in Italy, taught Atheijm in France, was con- 
victed thereof, and burnt at Thouloufe, An. 1619. 

Jordaiw Bruno, wrote a Book, De trihui Impojloribus ; meaning 
Mofes, CHRIST, and Mahomet. 

Noil's in his L<<viuthan, advanced feveral wild Notions of this 
Kind, but not coiiiiftent j he died An. 1679. Mt. 91. 

III. The 
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III. The third Se6t made its flrft Appearance by 
Means of Pyrrho, in the 120 Olympiad, they doubted of 
every Thing. Cicero and Seneca two great Men were in- 
clined this Way •, late D. of Buckingham, an ingenious 
Man, the Epitaph which he made for himfelf begin?, 

Dubius vixiy incertus morior, &c : Dr. B ly B. of 

CI- ne feems to affirm, in a whimfical Manner, that eve- 
ry Thing we fee is an Illufion, that the whole Series of 
Life is a continued Dream. 

To thefe we may add, that, There is with all fober- 
minded Men only one general Religion. The Prac- 
tice of true and solid Virtue. The Belief in 
certain Vague Opinions, the obferving of fixed or ap- 
p intrd external Rice? and Ceremonies, do not enlighten 
che Underftanding, or purify the Heart by rectifying the 
Paftions. Mr. Pope in his Effay upon Man, well ex- 
prefTes it. 

For various Modes of Faith, let wicked Zealots fight : 
He can't be wrong, who's Life is in the right. 

Sir Ifaac Newton ufed to fay, when the Converfation 
run upon Differences in Religion, " He knew of no 
" Hereticks or Schifmaticks but the Wicked and the 
" Vicious." 

Let us inveftigate the Origin and Progrefs of Religion 
from the Nature of Things. Mankind is naturally a fu- 
perftitious pavidum Animal, fome few cunning defigning 
Men, take the + Advantage of this general Weaknefs 
of humane Nature ; and as Nurfes do frighten and awe 
Children by Hobgoblins and Bugbear?, fo they by Voci- 
ferations, Gefiiculations, and pretended Familiarity with 
fome fuperior invifible Being, promife to conciliate his 
Benevolence, in procuring Good luck in their Affair of 
Life (thus Powowers promife Good-luck in Hunting to 
the Indians) they avert Sicknefs and other Calamities ; 
~— ^— — — * - 1 

■f- Perhaps Pritjis of all Religions are the fame, we mi' ft except a 
fpher minded, regular, truly pious and exemplary Clergy, they are of 
the greateft Ufe in cementing Society. 

fometimes 
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fometimes from the faid Familiarity, they impofe pre- 
tended Dreams, Vifions and Impulfes, as do our prefent 
New Light Difciples of a vagrant or drolling Actor of 
Enthufiafm. The Cbinefe, though a polite People, their 
Commonalty are much addicted to Superftition and 
Magick. 

From this the Wifemen, that is the Lawgivers and 
Minifters of State in Greece and elfewhere took the Hint, 
and fet up Oracles, which were abfolutely under their 
own Direction and Influence, thefe were of good Ufe 
to reconcile the filly (but varium et mutabile vulgus) 
People, to what the State in Wifdom had propofed upon 
any extraordinary Occafions : Thefe Oracles were deli- 
vered by Women ; the Sybils were called Fatidic<e % 
that is, prophecying and fortune-telling Women ; our 
Women Exhorters among the Quakers and Metbodijls 
are not of the fame good Ufe. 

Herodotus writes {Cicero calls him the Father of Hif- 
tory) that the ancient Perfians had neither Temples, 
Altars nor Statues ; in this Condition we found the 
Aboriginal Indians or Americans. When Nations began 
to be civilized, we find the firft Objects of Adoration 
(proceeding from Admiration ) were the Sun, Moon, 
other Planets, and the Stars, in Egypt •, and the Periods 
of their Revolutions were ufed in the Computation of 
Time. The Revolution of the Sun was called a Tear % 
that of the Moon a Month -, every Planet had one Day 
afligned him, and thefe /even planetary Days were called 
a- Week : If there had been more or fewer Planets, the 
Days of the Week would have been more or fewer ; 
Mofes brought up in all the Learning of the Egyptians^, 
retained the fame in his Hiftory-Part of our Bible, and 
carries on the Allegory (as fome Free -Thinkers call it) 
of the Creation accordingly. Our American Indians had 
no Knowledge of the Planets, and therefore had no 
Reckonings by Weeks or Returns of feven Days. 
The planetary Names of the Days of the Week, at 
firft View, feem confufed and at Random j but in Fact 

they 
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they were methodically fo called : They began by the 
Sums being the moft glorious Planet, andaffigned to him 
the firft Day of the Week, Dies Solis or Sunday (Sab- 
bath day is of a Jewijh Signification and properly the 
Seventh Day of the Week, Lord's Day is novel and 
peculiar to Chriftians) from thence reckoning in the na- 
tural Order of the Planets, allowing a Planet to every 
Hour of the 24 which compofe a Day, the next in 
Courfe according to the Aftronomy of thefe Days was 
Venus , Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and cor- 
fequently the Sun had the eighth Hour, the fifteenth 
and twenty-fecond Hour, Venus the twenty- third, Mer- 
cury the twenty-fourth, confequently the Moon had the 
firft Hour of the next Parcel of 24 Hours, and gave 
Name to the fecond Day of the Week, Dies Luna or 
Monday •, and in the fame Rotation Mercury gives 
Name to the third, Jupiter to the fourth Day of the 
Week, csV. In Britain we have fubftituted four of our 
North-Country or Gothick Gods in Place of Mercury^ 
Mars, Jupiter, and Venus. 

So far back as ancient Records do inform, we find 
that amongft the Egyptians and Orientals, Religion firft 
began to acquire a national Confidence or Syftem. 
The Philofophers of Greece went to Egypt and AJia to 
ftudy Wifdom, Learning, and Religion •, thofe of Rome 
went to Greece : They all did fo much indulge a poe- 
tical or mythological Vein, that it is difficult to diftinguifh 
between their true eftablifhed Religion and Gods, from 
the Fabulous. 

The various Religions at this Time amongft the Na- 
tions of this Earth (the feveral Parts of the Earth that 
can be of any Confequence, are now well explored, and 
the Americans may be well faid to be of no Religion) 
may be reduced to thefe general Heads. 1 . The Chri- 
ftian, or Believers in Jefus Cbriji, which perhaps is that 
of Mofes with Additions and Emendations ; this may 
be called the Religion of Europe, fome few tfurkijb 
Dominions in Europe excepted. 2. The Mahometan, 

which 
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which is much more extenfive ; and does prevail in a 
great Part of Africa, in a great Part of Afia, and in 
fome Part of Europe. 3. That of Confucius, being the 
Followers of the Doctrines of Confucius in China and 
the neighbouring Parts of Tartary. 4. May be com- 
prehended under the general Name of Idolaters, who 
worfhip the Objects, or the Images and Reprefentations 
of the Objects which they adore from Love or Fear ; 
the Lama of the Eaftern 'Tartars 1 call an Idol. 

The Negroes of Africa have a Kind of Religion, 
which may be called Idolatry ; they worfhip fome ma- 
terial Objects, which in their Nature may be extremely 
beneficial or very hurtful to Mankind, the firft through 
Admiration and Love, the other through Fear : but 
our ftupid America Indians had no Temples, no Altars, 
no Idols or Images, no fet Times for Worfhip, if it 
may be called Worfhip, it is only occafional with fran- 
tick and ridiculous Vociferations and Gesticulations, in 
Cafes of Sicknefs or great Calamities, performed by 
fome of their cunning Men called Powowers : They 
never harrafs European Captives to change their Reli- 
gion ; no religious Wars, * no Confufions from Convo- 
cations. 

The Powowers are not Parifh-Priefls or Clergy, re- 
gularly fet apart to initiate the People into the Myfte- 
ries of Religion, and to perform fome Rites and Cere- 
monies called religious ; they are of the fame Nature 
with rafcally Cheats and pretended Conjurers, that in 
the moft civilized Natibns of Europe (intirely diftinct 
from any Sort of Religion) impofe upon ignorant and 
1 ' ' 1 ■■■— 1 — ^ 

* The civil Adminiftration in England, from Experience are fenfi- 
ble of the Inconveniences arifing from the Meetings of the Convocati- 
ons of the Clergy, and for many Years have not allowed them to fit : 
They are not eifential to Epifcopal Church Government, and wheri 
they meet, they naturally ferment or rather effervefce, and occafion 
feverim Paroxyfms in the Church, and fometimes Convulfions in the 
State. 

weak 
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weak People, by pretending to fome familiar Converfa- 
tiort with fome fuperior fecret Being. Their Powowers 
by Aid of this Influence become alfo their Phy/icians^ 
this feems to be natural ; even with us a civilized 
People, our Priefts or Gofpel-Minifters, by the fame 
Aid, are very apt officioufly to intrude into the Office 
of a Phyjician, and ufe the Sick as their Patients as well 
as their Penitents : Priefts and Old Women of both Sexes 
(as Dean Swift hu moronity expreffed \t) are the great Ni> 
fances to a regular Medical Practice. Expertus loquor. 
This perhaps may be the natural Reafon, why fome 
Phyficians ufe the Clergy with Contempt. 

I do not find that Chriftianity is like to have any good 
Footing among the Indians : i. We are not exemplary 1 
enough in common Life and commercial Dealings : 
The Indians fay, that they cannot perceive Mankind 
the better for being Chriftians -, Chriflians do cheat 
them out of their Lands and other Effects, and fome- 
times deprive them of their Lives. 2. Our Miffiona-* 
ries are generally void of Difcretion ; the Indians arc 
in all Refpe&s wild, know nothing of the general Ru- 
diments of Religion : f The Miffionaries inftead of firft 
taming and civilizing the Indians, and next inftructing 
them in the Principles of natural Religion and Morality j 
» ■ 1 1 . 1 ■ — 1 1 1 

■f" Mr. Brainerd a Miflionary from a Society in Scotland for; 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge by Indian Converfions amongft the 
De la Ware and Sefquahana Indians ; in his Journal printed at Phi- 
ladelphia Anno 1745, fays that his Station was from Crofnxeekfiing ihi 
New-Jerfies, about 80 Miles from the Forks of De la Ware River, 
to Shanmaking on Sefquahana River about ! 20 Miles Weft of (aid 
Forks ; that he travelled more than 1 30 Miles above the Englijb 
Settlements upon Sefquahana Ri<vcr and was with about 7 or 8 dif- 
tinft Tribes there, fpcaking (o many different Languages, moflly be- 
longing to the Sennekas : He was 3 or 4 Years upon this Million, 
fometimes did not fee an Englijhman for a Month or fix Weeks to- 
gether ; all his Exercifes were in Englijb. Meer Journals are dry, 
but otherwife it feems naif or natural. At that Time there was no 
other Miflionary amongft the Indians of Jerjies and Penn/yl-vania. 
Notwithftanding of all his psrfonal Pennances, and Charge to the So- 
ciety, he effetted nothing, though a pious laborious Miflionary 4 

X do 
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do begin with the fublime Myfteries of our Religion, 
fuch as, How many Perfons are there in the Godhead t 
and the like. Thus from the Beginning they are be- 
wildered and loft for ever. 3. Some Pi<e fraudes which 
at firft may amufe* but afterwards when difcovered, 
leave a permanent Prejudice againft the Chriftian Re- 
ligion •, thus it is faid, that fome French Mifiionaries in 
relating to the Indians, the 4 Hiftory of our Saviour's 
Birth and Sufferings, tell them that the Virgin Mary was a 
French Woman, that the Englijh crucified Jesus Christ. 

Language. 

Their Manner of Exprefllon is vehement and em- 
phatick ; their Ideas being few, their Language is not 
copious, it confifts only of a few. Words ; and many 
of thefe ill-contrived, by a rumbling Noife or Sound of 
many Syllables, they exprefs an Idea or Thing, which 
in the European Languages is done by a SyllabJe or two : 
As their Ideas increafe, they are obliged to adapt the 
European Words of adjoining Colonies. In numbering 
they ufe the fame natural Way of reckoning by Tens, 
as iri Europe, Ten being the Number of humane Fin- 
gers. No Chronicles, fcarce any traditionary Accounts 
of Things extending back further than two or three 
Generations ; fcarce any Indians can tell their own Age. 

They had no * Characters, that is, Hieroglyphics or 
Letters j they had a few Symbols or Signatures, as if 

in 



* There are fundry Ways of expreffing our Thoughts and Sounds. 
1 . The Egyptian Hieroglypbkks feem to be the moft ancient : They 
were Delineations, Drawings, and Paintings, or Images of material 
Things, or allegorical Expreflions of Tranfa&ions in Figures real or 
chimerical ; Mutes feem to exprefs themfelves in Hieroglypbical Mo-' 
tions : The Defeft of this Character feems to be, that Ideas which, 
have no material Figure could not be well exprefled, and the Writing 
Joo tedious and imperfeft. 

2. The Chincfe have no Letters or compounding Characters ; every 
Word has a peculiar Character, and inltead of being unreafonably 

long, 
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in a Heraldry Way to diftinguifh Tribes, the principal 
were the Tortoife, the Bear^ the Wolf. There was not 
the lead Veftige of Letters in America •, fome Years 
fince a certain credulous Perfon, and voluminous Au- 
thor, impofed upon himfelf and others ; he obferved in 
a tiding River, a Rock, which, as it was not of an uni- 
form Subftance, the ebbing and the flowing of the Tide 
made a Sort of vermoulure, Honey -combing or etching 
on its Face •, here he imagined, that he had difcovered 
the America Indian Characters, and overjoy'd, remits 
fome Lines of his imaginary Characters to the Royal 
Society in London : See Philofophical Tranfaflions, No. 
339. " At Taunton by the Side of a tiding River, 
Part in, Part out of the River there is a large Rock, on 
the perpendicular Side of which, next to the Stream, 
are 7 or 8 Lines, about 7 or 8 Feet long, and about a 
Foot wide each of them, ingraven with unaccountable 
Characters, not like any known Character." This may 
be fuppofed wrote Anno 17 14 : At prefent Anno ij^J 
by the continued ebbing and flowing the Honey comb- 
ing is fo altered as not in the leaft to refemble his 
Draught of the Characters. 

As the Indians were fo rude, as to have no Letters or 
other Characters, there is no certain Way of writing 
their Names of Things ; all we can do is to exprefs 
their Sounds or Pronunciations as near as may be in our 
own Letters. Father Ralle of Noridgwog, and fome 
other fcholaftick French Miffionaries, have imagined that 
the Greek Alphabet fuits their Pronunciation beft. The 
Indians have a figurative Way of expreffing themfelves 

long, as with the Americans, there is in fome Manner a Neceffity for 
all their Words being Monofyllables ; thus their Characters are fa 
numerous, that a Man of Letters is a Trade, not foon to. be 
learnt. 

3. In Europe a few arbitrary Characters called Letters, were firft 
brought to us from Phoenicia via Greece, and are in different Nations 
in Number from 20 to 24 ; by thefe variously mixed, all European 
Words are compofed and well -diftinguifhed ; they exprefs Words or 
Sounds only, not Things as in Hieroglyf hicks, 
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as if in Hieroglyphics ; thus, renewing of Alliances they 
call brightning of the Chain. 

There is no general fixed Way of writing Indian 
Words ? therefore we fhall not mind any particular Or- 
thography in that Refpect, only we fhall endeavour to 
be underftood : For Inftance the Indian Tribe upon 
Queneheck River in New-England we write and pronounce 
it Naridgwoag, the French Mifiionar'jes write it Narant- 
foack : The Tribe of the Iroquois or five New Tork al- 
lied Indian Nations which we call Sennekas, the French 
call them Sonontouans. 

There is not the fame Reafon for prefcrving the In- 
dian Names of their Countries, Nations, Tribes, Moun- 
tains and Rivers ; as there is for preferving the 
Greek, Roman, and other more modern Names of fuch 
Things in Europe ; The Indians have no civil or claffi- 
cal Hiftory to require it. The Indians change their 
own perfonal Names, and the Names of other Things 
upon trifling Occafions : Our Indians affect to have 
ILnglijh Names ; thus Maffafoifs two Sons defired 
pf the Court of Plymouth to give them Englijh Names, 
they were accordingly named Alexander and Philip ; 
this Philip formerly Mztacomet, was chief in a fubfequent 
Indian War called King Philip's War. Capt. Smith the 
Traveller, refided 19 Tears in Virginia and New-Eng- 
land, and wrote a Hiftory of thofe Parts, Anno 1624, he 
enumerates the Names of many Tribes, Rivers and 
other Things, which are now irrecoverably loft. 

As the Indian Dealings and mutual Correfpondence 
is much confined, their feveral Languages are of fmall 
Extent.f 

III. 

*f Mr. Elliot formerly Minifler of Roxhury, adjoining to Bofton, 
vvith immenfe Labour tranflated and printed our Bible into Indian ; 
k was done with a good pious Defign, but muft be reckoned among 
the Otioforum hominum negotia ; it was done in the Natick Language ; 
pf the Naticks at prefent there are not twenty Families iubfifting, 
and fcarce any of thefe cz>p read : Cut Bono I 

Tin? 
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III. Food and Medicine of the Aboriginal Indians. 

Our Indians do not imitate the Bees, Ants, &c. in lay- 
ing up Stores, but like rapacious Animals, Jive from 
Hand to Mouth •, after long Fafting, they are voracious, 
and upon a gluttonous Repaft, can faft many Days, by 
bracing in or reefing their Girdles or Belts. 

The far North Indians of Weil Greenland, Terra de 
JfL,abarador &c. live upon the Blubber of Whales, Seals, 
and other Filh, and their mod generous Beverage is 
Fifh-Oil •, fcarce any Quadrupids or Fowls, not only 
from the Severity and long Continuance of their cold 
"Weather, Froft and Snow, but alfo becaufe their Mea- 
dows and other Lands inftead of Grafs and other Her- 
bage, bear only Mofs. 

The Indians in the more moderate Climates live by 
Hunting, Fowling and Fifh : They do not clear and 
cultivate the Forreft, by planting and grazing •, lately 
fome of their Squaas or Women improve in planting of 
Mays and Indian Beans. Their Bread Kind are Mays, * 

The Countries in Europe being well civilized, with a great mu- 
tual Intercourfe, and Ufe of Letters ; their general Languages but 
in various Dialetts are very extenfive, the antient Latin in its various 
Diale&s and Words adopted from neighbouring Nations, extends 
over Italy, France, Spain, and Portugal j the Celtic in Bretaigne of 
France, Cornwall and Wales of England, JJle of Man, great Part of 
Ireland, and the Highlands of Scotland ; the Teutonic in Germany, 
Great -Britain, Low -Countries in Belgia, Danemark, Sweden and 
Norway ; the Sclavonian in Mufco<vy and Rujfia, in Poland, in Hun- 

fary i and the other Countries Weft of thefe fo far as to the Turkijh 
)ominions. 

* This Hiftory was not compofed into a regular, full Body, before 
it began to be publifhed ; and its being publilhed only at various 
Times of Leifure, and Humour of the Writer, it feems to become 
too much of a Mifcellany, but without neglecling the principal 
View or Defign : Notwithstanding of the defigned Brevity, Con- 
cifenefs or Summary (which fpoils the Fluidity or Fluency of Stile) 
it fwells too much ; therefore at prefent to eafe fome of our Readers, 
we lay afide or defer, the defigned fhort Defcription or natural Hif- 
tory of thefe Things, which are ufed by the Indians as Food, Me- 
dicine or Traffic^ 

or 
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or Indian Corn, Phafeolus Kidney or Indian-Beans, feveral 
Sorts of tuberous Roots called Ground-Nuts ; feveral 
Sorts of Berries, particularly feveral Sorts of Vitis Idea % 
in New- England called Huckle-Berries. Upon a conti- 
nued March, where Hunting and Fowling is inconfidera- 
ble, they carry with them, for Subfiftence, parched In- 
dian Corn called No- cake. 

The Abnaquies or New England Northern and Eaftern 
Indians, becaufe of the Hunting and Fowling failing, 
during the Winter are obliged to remove to the Sea- 
fide, and live upon Clams, Bafs, Sturgeon &c. 

Their medical Praclice, refembles that of officious old 
"Women in fome remote Country- Villages of Europe ; 
meer Empiricifm, or rather a traditionary blind Practice-; 
they regard only the Symptoms that ftrike the grofs 
Senfes mod, without Refpect to any lefs obvious princi- 
pal Symptom, which may be called the Difeafe, or to 
Constitution, Sex, and Age. The Powowers Conjurers or 
Wizards are their principal Phyficians. 

They do not ufe our Way of V. S. but PratfHce- 
■cupping •, they vomit and purge by particular Herbs or 
Roots : Inftead of Vejicatories aricl Caujlicks they burn 
with Touchwood. Their principal Remedy is fweating in 
Hutts, warmed by heated Stones, and thereupon imme- 
diate Immerfion in cold Water •, this feems to be a ra- 
tional Practice, firfl by relaxing to give a free Paflage to 
the obstructed circulatory Juices ; and after a free PafTage 
is fuppofed to be obtained, by cold Immerfion, to brace 
up again : In inflammatory and eruptive epidemical Fe- 
vers v. g. Small- Pox, this Practice depopulates them. 

Their Medicines are only fimple indigenous Herbs ; 
they ufe no Exotick Plants, no Minerals, no Medicinal 
Compositions, or Chimical Preparations. The Virtues 
or proper Ufes of their Herbs were difcovered by 
Chance, and their Simples which have had a peculiar 
continued Succefs, have been handed down or tranfmit- 
ted from Generation to Generation. As it is amongft 

Brutes 
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Jkutes of a fimple fteddy Manner of Regimen and Liv- 
ing, fo with our Indians there is no Multiplicity of 
Diftempers, therefore their -j- Materia Medica is not 
copious. 

Our Indians are fo tender, and' habituated to a certain 
Way of Living •, they do not bear Tranfplantation : 
For Inftance, the Spantjh Indians captivated in the St. Au- 
gufline War Anno 1702, and fold for Slaves in New- 
England^ foon died confumptive, this occafioned an Act 
of Affembly to difcourage their Importation. Europeans 
feem to thrive the better for being tranfplanted •, the 
Progeny of Europeans born in America do not bear 
Removals, the Reafons I cannot affign : For Inftance, 
from Maffachufetts-Bay Province in New-England 500 
Men upon the Cuba and Carthagena Expedition, not ex- 
ceeding 50 furvived ; 3000 Men upon the Cape Breton 
Expedition, near one half died naturally in Lcmjbourg % 
or foon after their Arrival in New-England ; or about 
300 Perfons late Prifoners and Captives in Quebec of 
Canada about 70 died there. 

They are not fo Lascivious as Europeans, (AJiaticks 
are more lafcivious than Europeans, witnefs the Seraglios 
and Harams of the great Men in Turkey and Perjia, and 
the difperfed Jews in Europe) they never offer Violence 
to our Women Captives : but are not fo continent, as is 
generally reprefented by Authors ; Mrs. Rowland/on, 



f In Europe our Materia Medica is too luxuriant, and the greateft 
Part of it trifling ; many of our medicinal Preparations and Compo- 
fitions are filly and of no real Ufe to the Patient ; it is with Pleafure, 
that I obferve, the various Confervcs, Syrups, diftilled Waters, and 
fome other Arabian Medicines, wear out of Fafhion in Great-Britain 
amongft the regular Phyfidansi and are ufed only by Quacks, and 
Praclifmg Apothecaries. ' A proper Regimen, Diet, and not exceeding 
a Dozen notedly efficacious Medicines properly applied (this by fome 
of the Clergy, old Women and Nurfes, is reprefented as doing no- 
thing) is the true effectual Materia Medica : Where the Nature of 
the Diftemper and Indications of Cure are afcertaincd (in thefe confift 
the Art of Phyfick) D. Pitcairns Problem, Data morbo remedium 
invemre, is not very intricate, where incurable is not in the Cafe. 

Wife 
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Wife to the Minifter of Lancafter in New-England, cap- 
tivated by the Indians Anno 1676, writes, that her In- 
dian Mafter had three Squaas or Wives •, Mr. Brainerd 
a Scotland Mifiionary, in the Journal of his Million, 
printed Anno 1746, mentions " the abufive Practice of 
Indian Hufbands and Wives, putting away each other, 
and taking others in their Stead." 

IV. The Indian Americans Trade and Currencies. 

Trade. Their chief Trade is Skins and Furs, the 
Produce of their Hunting, moftly Deer-Skins and Beaver. 

Beaver the further South, have Jefs Furr and more 
Hair •, the further North the Staple is the longer : They 
reckon eight Sorts of Beaver, viz. Winter, and Summer; 
fat, and dry fcfV •, the Winter Fat is the beft, next to 
Coat-Beaver, which is Beaver wore till it is well greafed. 
A Beaver-Skin may weigh from one Pound and a half 
to two Pound ; an Indian Pack of Beaver may weigh 
about 8olb Wt. Beaver breed once a Year, 10 to 15 at 
a Litter. In the very high Latitudes there are no Beaver, 
becaufe no Wood, Beaver require Wood, which they cut 
or rather gnaw with their Teeth (thus Squirrels and Rats 
gnaw Timber) into Lengths called Junks or Logs for 
making their Dams, and Part of their Food or Subfiftence 
is the Bark of Trees. Three Quarters of the Returns 
of the Hud/on's Bay Company, is in Beaver to about the 
Value of 40,000 £. Ster. per Annum. The fame good 
Animal affords another Commodity, Caftoreum, call- 
ed Beaver-Stone ; this is not according to a vulgar Er- 
ror, the Tefticles, but fome infpifiited Secretion contain'd 
in a Couple of Glands near the Anus of both Males and 
Females. 

Deer-Skins much more plenty Southward ; South-Ca- 
rolina does export 'per An. the Value of 25,000 £. td 
30,000 £. Ster. in Deer-Skins. 

In the high Latitudes, they deal with a fmall Matter 
of Feathers, Whale-Bone, and Blabber, or Fifti-OiL 

Currencies* 
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Currencies. Their commercial Standard of Cur- 
rencies, is to the Northward (I mean in North-America) 
per Pound Beaver- Skin Value, to the Southward per 
Pound Deer-Skin Value. 

They formerly had, and in fome Places ftill retain for 
fmall Currency (in New- England in old Charter Times, 
they were a Tender for any Sum not exceeding Forty Shil- 
lings) Wampum or Wampum- Peag, being fmall Bits of a 
the fpiral Turns of a Buccinum or Whelk ; this done up 
into Strings and certain Plaits or Belts, was a large Deno- 
mination, and large Sums were reckoned by the Number 
of Fathoms of this Wampum Plait : Thus we read in 
the Hiftories of former Times, for Inftance, that the 
Naraganfet Indians, fent 200 Fathom of Waynpum, to 
pay in Part a Debt to Bofton Colony ; Uncas Sachem 
of the Moheags in Connetlicut, paid 100 Fathom Warn* 
±um, for Monies due to the Englijh. 

Article 3. 

The Indian Nations and Tribes upon the Eajiern Side of 
North-America. 

E may diftinguifh the Indians by their Relation or 
Pofition with Regard to the European Colonies 
fettled in North America. 1. The Indian Nations (we can- 
not particularize their feveral Tribes or ClansJ without, 
but bordering upon the Britijh Grants, fuch are the 
French Indians of Canada, and the Spanijh Indians of 
Florida. 2. Indian Tribes within our Grants or Charters, 
but without our Settlements, fuch are the Mikamakes of 
Nova-Scotia, the Abnaquies of New -England, the Mo- 
hawks, or Five Nations of New-Tork, the emigrant Tuf- 
cararoes, I do not call a Nation, &c. 3. Indian Fami- 
lies, interfperfed with our Settlements upon Indian refcrv- 
ed Lands ; thefe are ufeful to the Europeans, particularly 
to the Britijh, as domeftick Servants, Labourers, Sailors, 
Whalers, and other Fifhers : Many of the Indian Re- 
Y ferves 
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ferves are extinct, and their Lands lapfed to the Pro- 
vinces. 

The prefent Names of the feveral Indian Nations, or 
genera] great Divifions, may continue in Perpetuity, as 
clafiical Names in Hiftory ■ The many particular Tribes 
included or which compofe the feveral Nations or general 
Divifions ; their Names are fo various and changeable, we 
cannot enumerate them 5 and ftill lefs known are the 
Names and Numbers of the Villages or Caftles in the 
feveral Tribes. 

The Indian Nations or general Divifions which lie 
upon or near the Eaftern Shore of North America are 
the Indians of Weft Greenland, commonly called Davis's 
Streights, EJkimaux, Algonquins, Tahfagrondie, Owtawaes, 
Miamis, Chikefaus : Mikamakis, Abnaquies, Irocois or Mo- 
hawks, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cuitumbaes, Chirakees, 
and Creek Indians : Some fhort Defcription or Deline- 
ation of thefe, will make the Face of the Eaft Side of 
North- America more apparent and familiar to us, before 
we fet down the feveral modern Colonies fettled there ; 
in Imitation, Si parva magnis componere, of the Europa 
antiqua et modern*, Tables or Maps. 

I. The Indians of West-Greenland, or of a North 
Eaft Continent from Davis Streights reaching from Cape 
Farewell in N. Lat. 60 d. Northward indefinitely, and 
all the Indians in the fame Latitudes ; are a few ftrag- 
ling miferable People, live in Caves or Dens under 
Ground, becaufe of the Severity of the Cold,* have no 
Fire (no Fewel) eat their Flefh and Fifh raw, are cloth- 
ed in Seal- Skins, much fubjecl: to the Scurvy f or Itch 

* Extremity of Cold, may equally be called Hell, as Extremity 
of Heat ; our fcriptural Writers liv'd in a hot Country, not in a cold 
Climate. In the Government of Mu/coiy or RuJJia y Tranflation or 
Exile to Siberia the Northern Parts of Rujfia in a high Latitude, is 
nfed as a Degree of Punifhment next to Death, in fellonious criminal 
Cafes, particularly in minifterial Treachery. 

f Their Fifh courfe Diet, Extremity of Cold, and long Winter 
Confinements ; renders their circulating Juices rancid or putrid, and 
confequently are very fcorbutick. 

(the 
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( the French call thofe of Terra de Labr adore South of 
Davis Streights, for this Reafon, the fcabed Indians) have 
no Produce or Subject for Trade. 

The Eskimaux extend from Davis's and Hudfon y % 
Streights North, along the Weft Side of the Atlantick 
Ocean to the Mouth of 67. Laurence River South •, thence 
range Weftward crofs the lower Parts of the feveral 
Rivers which fall into the Bottom of Hudfon\-Bay, and 
then Northward along the Weftern Shore of Hudfon's- 
Bay to the Polar Circle f in 66 d. or 67 d. N. Lat. as 
Mr. Dobbs writes. Thus the Efquimaux, excepting a 
fmall narrow Tract upon the Labradore Shore, arc all 
quit-claim'd to us by France in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
Anno 1 713 : Excepting thofe who frequent the Bottom 
of Hudfon's-Bay, the others can be of ho commercial 
Benefit, they afford a very fmall Matter of Feathers, 
Whale-Oil, and Blubber. 

Mr. Dobbs of Ireland, the prefent Enthufmftick Fol- 
lower of a N. W. PafTage Projection, very credulous, 
gives the Names of many imaginary Tribes Weft of 
Hudfon's Bay •, but as in high Latitudes not many Peo- 
ple can fubfift, || and his Tribes not well vouched, we 
cannot mention them : Mr. Dobbs is an Enemy of the 
Hud/on' s- Bay Company ; he fays, that Trade is got into 
the Hands of about 9 or 10 of their principal Men, who 
export not exceeding 3,000 £. St. per An. mBritiJh Pro- 
duce and Manufacture, and keep up their Prices fo high ; 
the French fupply them cheaper and carry the Trade ; 
whereas if their Charter was vacated, and the Trade 

f Here I cannot underftand what Mr. Dobbs and Capt. Middleton 
write ; they mention Northern hdians in Lat. 62 d. and 63 d.and fome 
EJkimaux in Lat. 66 d. to 67 d. and thefe two Nations in a natural 
or continued Enmity ; how (hall we reconcile this Intermixture ? 

|| In the high Latitudes, towards Winter fome of their Animals, 
become gray or Silver-coloured, and next Summer recover their 
native Colours ; not from the fame Hairs or Feathers reafiuming 
their native Colour, but by a new Growth or Coat : Perhaps a like 
Decay of native Heat in the Aged of Mankind^ occaiions their be- 
coming gray. 



180 A S u mm a R y, Ilijlorical ancl Political, Stc. 

Jaid open -, many Traders would -fettle Factories or 
trading Houfes up the Rivers towards the French, and 
by underfelling of them, much increafe our Fur- 
Trade. 

Algonquin s in feveral Tribes reach from the Mouth 
of St. Laurence River along its North Side, extending 
about 150 Leagues ; they are the French bed Indian 
Friends ; but frequently upon little Differences give the 
French Settlers much Difturbance ; may be about 1500 
lighting Men. 

Tahsagrondie Indians are between the Lakes Erie 
and Burons, perhaps from the Barrennefs of the Coun- 
try, they are of fmall Numbers, difperfed and of no 
great Notice : They are Friends of the New Tork 
Nations. 

Outawaes. A great and powerful Nation, they live 
upon the Outawae River, which joins upon the Cataraqui 
River (the Outlet of the great Lakes) a little above 
Monreal, and upon the great Lakes, and extend N. W.- 
to near the S. W. Parts of Hudfon's-Bay ; they deal 
confiderably with the New-Tork trading Houfes ttOfwego* 

upon 

* Indians of above 20 Nations or large Tribes come here to 
trade in the Seafon of their Fairs ; thefe Indian are diflinguifhable, 
by the Variety and different Fafhions of their Canoes, the very re- 
mote Indians are cloathed in Skins of various Sorts, they all have 
Fire-Arms j fome come from fo far North as Port Nelfon in Hudfon% 
Bay N. Lat. 57 d. and fome are from the Chirakees Well of South- 
Carolina in N. Lat. 32 d. this feems to be a vaft Extent of Inland 
Water- Carriage, but it is only for Canoes the fmalleft of Craft : In 
Europe our Inland Water- Carriage vaftly excellsthis : for Inflance, (I do 
not mention the Royal Canal in France from the Weftern Ocean to the 
Mediterranean Sea, nor the many Canals, fome were finiuYd, projected 
in Mufcovy and RuJ/ia, by i tter the great, becaufe they are artificial) 
from JJia and the Black Sea, up the Danube River, to near the 
Head thereof ; and thence a fmall Carrying-Place to the Head 
of the River Rhine, which by its many Branchings has an extenfivc 
Communication, and falls into the Northern Ocean in Ho/land ; and 
from the Sources of the Danube a fmall Carrying- Place to the Head 
d the River Rhone, which falls into the Mediterranean Sea, in the 
South of France ; up the River Rhone, and the Saone, and the 

Oufchcy 
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upon the Lake Ontario in the Onondagues Country. In 
May, Anno 1723, about 80 Men befides Women and 
Children, from a large Tribe belonging to the Outawaes 
came to Albany in the Province of New-Tork, and defir- 
ed to be admitted as another Friend Nation amongft the 
Mohawk Nations ; this Tribe lies between the Lake of 
Hurons and the upper Lake, and call themfelves Neca- 
ragees, of 6 Caftles or Village?, near the Streights be- 
tween thefe two Lakes, adjoining to a Tribe called by 
the French f Mifilimackinac. There is a Jarge Nation 

South-Weft 
" — ■ ■ ' ' ■ 

Oufche, then a fmall Carrying-Place to the Head of the Seine River, 
which by Way of Paris, Rouen, and Havre de Grace carries into the 
Northern Ocean ; and from the Seine by a Canal to the River Layrt 
by Way of Orleans and Nants to the Weftern Ocean. Our Naviga- 
tion and Carriages in Europe are much improved beyond this wild 
Manner, incommoded by Cataracn, Fall?, or Sautes ; by Tree; 
which accidentally fall acrofs their Rivulets, &c : In Europe their 
Carriage is in Ships and large Craft for the Ocean, Seas, and large 
Rivers, and from thence an eafy Wheel Land Carriage at Pleafure. 

f Mr. Kellogg Anno 1710 from Maffachufetts-Bay, captivated by 
the Indians j in Curiofity, and from a laudable publick Spirit for In- 
formation, travelled with fix French Indian Traders, from Monreal in 
Canada up the Onvtaivaes River, N. W. to Matanvaen, thence they 
carry a little Way to a fmall Lake Nipifing, and by the French River 
to the great Lake of the Hurons (a miferable Country) about 50 
Leagues in Length, never froze over, but is like an open Sea (no 
Spruce that is Fir, or Pine in this Country) they coafted to its N. W. 
Corner, and wintered at a Village or Tribe of the Oivtatuaes called 
Mifilimackinac in N. Lat. 46 d. upon the Streights between Lakes 
Hurons and llinois ; this Streight is froze over in Winter, here he 
winter'd, he kill'd Trout of 50 1. wt ; from this Streights they en- 
tred the Lake llinois and coafted in Courfe of its Length S. S. W. 
to its South-Wefterly Corner ; thence they carried one League (the 
longeft Carriage in their Journey or Voyage) to a Branch of the 
River llinois : The River Miamis which gives Name to a large 
Nation of Indians, and comes from near the Lake llinois, and by 
which thefe Traders with Mr. Kellogg returned to Monreal, falls 
into the River llinois. The River llinois runs a Courfe of about 1 30 
Leagues and falls into the River MiJiJJippi. Mr. Kellogg upon the 
River llinois, fee the Remains of fome former French Settlements, 
but no prefent Inhabitant, fome Tufts of Clover, and a few European 
Fruit-Trees ; this is what fome French Writers call the Province of 
Hanois (perhaps corruptly for llinois) inhabited by above 16,000 

Whites : 
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South-Weft of the Outawaes, called by the French, Lei 
Renards ; they are not within our Knowledge. 

Miamies, fo called by the French (we call them 
Fwightitfies) or Ilinois they live generally upon the Ri- 
ver Miamis and the Lake and River Ilinois which re- 
ceives the River Miamis : This Ilinois is a great River, 
and by it is one of Canada Routs for their Patroul and 
Trade to the Mififfippi. ■ 

Chickesaus feem to lie next to the Miamis on the 
Eaftern Side of the Mififfippi ; they are Allies of and 
Traders with the People of Carolinas. The Chirakees 
are next in Courfe upon the Eaft Side of Mijifftppi Ri- 
ver ; but as they lie both Sides, and upon the Apalatian 
Mountains -, we fhall for Method's Sake (Method renders 
every Thing diftinct and eafy) refer it to the next Range 
of Indian Nations. 

We have given a general View of the more remote 
Nations of Indians, that is, of the Nations that live 
North, and Weft, and South-Weft of the great River 
St. Laurence, and Weft of the Apalatian Mountains to 
the great River of Mififfippi : We now proceed to the 
next Range that lie from the Mouth of St. Laurence, 
River North, to the Bay of Apalatie in the Gulph of 
Mexico South ; being upon the South and South Eaft 
Sides of the River St. Laurence, and Eaft Side of the; 



Whites ; on the River Ilinois was a French Fort called Fort Louis or 
Crevec&ur. Five Leagues below the Mouth of River Ilinois falls into 
the Mififfippi the. great .River Mifouris from the North -Weft. Fur- 
ther down is a French Village and Wind -Mill, fome Mays, a few 
Vines and other European Produce. A little further down the Mi- 
fiffippi, falls in the River Oavbache, Ohio, or Belle- Rivier, it heads near 
the Weft Branch of the Sejquahana in Penn/ylnjania. This is another 
Rout for the French Trade, and Patroul to the Mouth of the Mi- 
fiffippi. Hereabouts the French Traders and Mr. Kellogg ended their 
Voyage and returned to Monreal in Canada by the River Miamis. 
We may fuppofe that about 37 d. N. Lat. is the Boundary between 
the French two general Colonies of Canada and Louifiana or Mifif- 
fippi, and that their Canada trading Licenfe extended no further. 

Apalatian 
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Apalatian Mountains or great Blue Hills, which reach from 
the * Niagara Falls in the Streights between hzke'Onta- 
rio and Erie N. Lat. 43 d. to the Bay of Apalachie in N. 
Lat. 30 d. thefe Mountains are generally 300 Miles from 
the Atlantick Shore •, all the Runs of Water from their 
Eaft Side, falls into the Atlantick Ocean, and thefe 
from the Weft Side into the grand River Mijtffippi. 

II. The Mikamakes of VAccadie or Nova-Scotia 9 
fome of them live along Cape-Sable Shore, fome at Green- 
Bay, Menis, and Chicanitlo, fome in Cape-Breton Ifland, 
and St. Johns Ifland : They do not much exceed 350 fight- 
ing Men -, they continue in the French Intereft, from our 
bad Management, notwithstanding that the whole Pro- 
vince was quit-claim'd to us by the Peace of Utrecht 
1J13 ; from this fame Neglect or wrong Conduct it 
proceeds, that the French are allowed to keep five Mif- 
fions in this Province, viz. That of Annapolis River, of 
Cape-Sable Shore, of Menis, of Chicanitto, and 67. John's 
River •, the Bifhop of Quebec in Canada is allowed to be 
their Superior and Conftituent, and they act by his Di- 
rection. 

The Abnaquies, properly the New-England Indian 
Nation, reach Eaft and Weft from the Bay of Fundy (to 
defcribe the Indian Nations as Geographers in Europe do 
Countries, by Latitudes and Longitudes ; would be ftifT, 
pedantick, not accurate, and of no Ufe) to Hudjon's or 
New-York River and Lake Champlain or Corlaer ; North 
and South from the St. Laurence or Canada great River, 
to the Atlantick Ocean : They are in many Tribes, but 
dwindle much and become lefs formidable ; their In- 
tercourfe with the Britijh and French has introduced ad- 
ditional Diftempers amongft them particularly thofe 

* M. FcuJreuel late Governor-General of Canada caufed thefe fa- 
mous Falls to be narrowly examined ; reduced to a perpendicular 
Height, they were only 26 Fathom ; Father Hennopin writes 
it 100 Fathom : It is true that from the great Falls, it 
continues dill to defcend fomewhat further by Ledges or 
Stairs. 

which 
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which proceed from the immoderate Ufe of Spirits, 
Brandy or Rum ; hence they become more indolent, 
and are ftraightned for Subfiftence ; their Hunting fails 
them, they have but few Deer and Beaver ; a fmall 
Matter of, Indian Corn and Kidney- Beans which their 
Squaas or Women plant, is at prefent a confiderable 
Part of their Subfiftence ; they confifted of many Tribes, 
fome extinct, fome extinguishing, and the others much 
reduced,* let us enumerate them in their natural Order, 
i . The Indians of St. John's River, thefe belong to Nova 
Scotia, and have a French Mifiionary Pried ; the Mouth 
of St. John's, River in the Bay of Fundy, is about 10 
Leagues from Annapolis- Royal. The St. John's River 
Indians in travelling to Quebec go up this long River, and 
carry to a fhort rapid River which falls into the River 
of St. Laurence a few Leagues below Quebec ; they do 
not exceed 150 fighting Men. 2. Penobfcot Indians are 
■within the Majfachufetts-Bay Grant, have a French Miffi- 
onary ; they lay upon a great Bay of the fame Name, 
their Numbers not exceeding 150 Men fit to march ; 
they travel to Quebec up the fmall River of Penobfcot 
which comes from the Weftward, and carry to Quenebec 
River a little above Taconick' Falls, and thence fol- 
low the fame Rout with the Quenebec Indians. 3. Sheep- 
/cut Indians in the Majfachufetts Grant, upon a River of 
the fame Name, which falls into Sagadahock (formerly 
called Sagatawooke) River or rather Bay, from the Eaft- 
ward ; not exceeding two or three Families exifting Anno 
1J4.J. 4. Quenebec Indians, in the forefaid Grant, upon 
the River of the fame Name, being the middle and 



* The Proprietors of the Eaftern Lands in New -Engl and, for fome 
Scores of Years have been much incommoded by the Incurfions of 
thefe Indians, which renders their Intereft there a meer dead Stock ; 
but very foon thefe Indians will not be capable to annoy them any 
more, and by a Law for fettling quiet PolTeffion (this Country's be- 
ing fo often fettled and unfettled, bought and fold, the various Claims 
are very intricate and Title precarious) the Lands there will become 
valuable. 

principal 
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principal River of Sagadahock, their principal Settlement 
or Head- Quarters is at Norridgwoag about 100 Miles up 
Northward from the Entrance of Sagadabock ; they were 
much reduced in their War or Rebellion, in the Time 
of the wife Adminiftration of William Dummer, Efq; 
They have a French MifTionary, and travel to Quebec up 
Quenebec River, and from the Head thereof, by feverai 
Ponds and Carrying- Places to the fhort rapid River ha, 
Chaudiere which falls into St. Laurence River about four 
Leagues above Quebec ; at prefent they do not exceed 
60 fighting Men. 5. Amerefcogin Indians upon Pegepfcul 
or Brunfwick River, which falls into the Weft Side of 
Sagadabock, they may be faid extinct. 6. Pigwacket In* 
dians on Saco River (they are in two Settlements Pig- 
woktt and OJfepee (at Offepee Pond, Lovel and his Party 
of Voluntiers were cut off by the Indians ', Anno 1724) 
lies about 50 Miles above Winter-Harbour, the Mouth 
of Saco River ; at prefent not exceeding a Dozen fight- 
ing Men, and formerly did travel (at prefent they are 
in the Britijh Intereft) to Quebec via Connecticut River 
up, and St. Francois .River down to Canada River. y» 
The Pennycook Indians, upon Merrimack River in New* 
Hampjhire Jurifdiftion, but lately quite extinct. 8. The 
IVanonoak Indians, on the Rivier Puante, called the 
Million of Befancourt, over againft Les Irois Rivieres 30 
Leagues above Quebec, at this Time in the Canada Ju- 
rifdiction, about 40 fighting Men. 9. The Aroufegunte- 
cook Indians, upon the River and Million of St. Francois^ 
about 40 Leagues above Quebec, in the Canada Jurifdic- 
tion, not exceeding 160 Men fit to march. 10. Mafi- 
ajfuck Indians, on the Eaft or Dutch Side of Lake Champ- 
lain ; in the French Intereft, do not exceed 60 fighting 
.Men. Thus the Abnoquie extenfive Nation of Indians* 
does not exceed 640 fighting Men fit to march. 

The Iroquois Indians, We call them Mohawks, the 
Name of one of the Five or Six united Nations ; thus 
the feven united Provinces of the Baligick Netherlands 
are called Holland from the Province of Holland, and the 

Zi tea 
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fen Spanijh, now Auftrian Provinces there ; are called 
Flanders from the Province of Flanders : They head or 
lie North of our Provinces of New York, Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, and fome Part of Virginia ; the Senacaas reach 
a great Way down Sefquahana River, the Tribe of about 
100 Souls called Sbaumakins, lie below the Forks of Sef- 
quabana about 120 Miles Weft from the Forks of De la 
Ware River. In all publick Accounts they are lately 
called the Six Nations of New-York Friend Indians, the 
^Tufcararoes, Emigrants from the old Tufcararoes of North- 
Carolina, lately are reckoned as the Sixth ; we fhall rec- 
kon them as formerly, i. The Mohawks, they live 
upon the Mohawks or Schenectady River ; they have a 
Caftle or Village Weftward from Albany 40 Miles, an- 
other 65 Miles Weft from Albany : The Number 
of their fencible Men about 160. 2. Oneidaes about 80 
Miles from the Mohawks fecond Village, confiding of 
near 200 fighting Men. 3. Onondagues about 25 Miles 
further (the famous Ofwego trading Place on the Lake 
Vntario, about 200 Miles Weft from Albany, is in their 
Country) confift of about 250 Men. 4. Cayugaes about 
70 Miles further, of about 130 Men. 5. Senekeas fur- 
ther Weft, about 700 marching fighting Men. The 
fighting Men of the Five or Six Nations of Mohawks, 
may be reckoned at 1500 Men, and extend from Albany 
Weft about 400 Miles, laying in the New- York, Penn- 
fylvania, Maryland, and Virginia Governments, in about 
30 Tribes or Villages. Befides thefe, there is fettled a 
little above Monreal, a Tribe of Scoundrel Runaways 
Yrom the Mohawks, they are called Kahnuages of about 
80 Men. 

The Chowans on the Eaft Side of the Apalatian 
Mountains, or great Blue-Hills, are reduced to a fmall 
Number, they lie Weft of Virginia and North-Carolina ; 
they live North of Roanoke River. Lately our Indian 
Traders have found feveral practicable Partes crofs thefe 
Mountains, and keep Stores in their Weft Side, or Inter- 
vals of Ridges ; they are in continued or natural Enmity 
■with the Tufcararoes. The 
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The Tuscararoes lie between Roanoke and Tern- 
lico Rivers in North-Carolina, do not exceed 200 fighting 
Men •, being much reduced upon their North-Carolina 
Infurrection, Anno 1 7 1 1 ; and many of their Nation 
drove off, now fettled with the New-York Five Nations. 

Catabaws in Courfe lies South of the Tufcararoesi 
a fmall Nation, of about 300 Men. The Catabaws, 
Chirakees, and fome of the Creeks, are not (tiled Subjects, 
but Allies and good Friends of Great-Britain. 

■f Chirakees live upon the Southern Parts and both 
Sides of the Apalatian Mountains, are a populous exten- 
five Nation of about 6000 Men. Anno 1722 in a Con- 
grefs with Governor Nicholfon of South-Carolina, there 
were prefent of the lower and middle Chirakees the Chiefs 
of 37 Towns or Tribes *, and with their Confent Ge- 
neral Nicholfon appointed Wrofetafatow their Commander 
in chief. The People of South-Carolina have a confide- 
rable Trade or trucking Factory at Tunifec, a Chirakee 
Tribe upon the River Mijijfippi. 

Creek Indians of Florida about 2000 Men. The 
lower Creeks confift of 8 to 10 Tribes, and run Weft to 
Flint River which falls into the Bay of Apalachie or Gulf 
of Mexico, by Inftigation of the Spaniards, particularly 
of St. Augufline, are very troublefom to our Caroline and 
Georgia Settlements : Efpecially the adjoining Tfibe of 
Tamajfes : For Inftance, Anno 17 19, there was fome 
French and Spanifh Projection againfl Great Britain in 
Embrio ; the Abnaquies of New-England by the Inftigax 
tton of the French began to be troublefom upon the fame 
Projection : This Projection in Europe came to no 
Maturity. 

III. Indian Families, or fmall Tribes upon referved. 
Lands interfperfed with the Britifh Settlements in North-* 
> ■ ' ■ ' 111 1 11. 1 . 1 ." ■ . .. ' ' h i.— 

-f- The Chirakees are a conftant and fure Barrier between 
the French upon the Mijijfippi, and the Britifh Colonies of 
Carolina : Why fhould not the Abnaquies by good Manage- 
ment be made a good Barrier bQtwegn. New-England and Ca* 

'Jmmca\ 
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'America. Upon the lower Parts of the feveral River; 
wjiich run into the Ailantick Ocean in the Britijh Set- 
tlements, are feveral fmall diftinct Tribes or related Fa- 
milies, which are not reckoned as belonging to the fur- 
ther Inland large Nations : They extinguifh apace frcrn 
the Infection of our European Diftcmpers and Vice?, it 
can be of no Ufe to follow a Detail of thefe perifi 
tranfitory fmall Tribes or Families ; as a Sample, I fhall 
enumerate thofe in the Province of Mafia chufetts - 
Bay. 

By Act of the Majfachufetts-Bay AfTembly Anno 1746, 
the Indian Referves being diftinguifhed into eight Par- 
cels, Guardians or Managers for thefe filly Indians were 
appointed. 1. Upon the Eattern Part of the Promon- 
tary or Peninfula of Cape-Cod, in theTownfhips of Truro, 
Eqjlham, Chatham, Harwich, and Yarmouth •, thefe Indi- 
ans go by the feveral Names of Pamet, Nojfet, Pachee, 
Potowmaket (here is an Indian Congregation with a Mi- 
nifterj Sochtoowoket, and Nobfcujfet. 2. The Weflern 
Part of faid Peninfula of Cape-Cod in the Townfhips of 
Barnjlable, Sandwich, and Falmouth ; called the Indians 
of Wayanaes (the Name of a formerly greateft Sachem 
in that Country) or Hyanaes, Cojloweet, Majhpe, lVaqu:it 
(Oyjler Harbour) Scootin, and SaconojfetoxWoods Hole^bo 
Ferry-Place to Martha? % Vineyard, 3. The Indians of 
the Ifiand of Nantucket about 900 Souls, being, more 
than all the others together, are very ufeful in the Whale 
and Cod-Fifhery. 4. Indians of Martha's Vineyard Ifland 
about 450 % lately many of them have gone to fettle in 
Nantucket, being a Place of better Employment. 5. The 
Indians of Plymouth, Pembroke, and Middleborottgh, called 
Namajket. 7. The Nipmugs (formerly comprehending 
all the fmall Inland Tribes from Conneclicut River to 
Merrimack River ; Blackjlone or Patucket River, which 
Falls into the Naraganfet-Bay, was formerly called Nipmug 
River) formerly known by the Names of Cutamogs or 
Nipnets in the Townfhips and Diftricts of Dudley, Ox- 
ford, Wocdjlock, Killinjbay, and Douglafs ; the Ha/ana- 

mijfsts 
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mijfets in Grafton and Sutton ; the Nafhobies in Littleton, 
Stow, Ablon, and Concord •, Nafhaways in Lancafter and 
Groton. 7. The /»<&#» Plantation of Natick with a Mi- 
nifter and Salary from an Englijb Society for propagating 
the Gofpel amongft the Indians in New- England ; he 
officiates in Englijh, and his Congregation are moftly 
Englijh •, it lies about 1 8 Miles Weft from Bojlon, not 
exceeding 20 Families of Indians. 8. Puncopag Indians 
in the Townfhip of Stoughton, being three or four Fa- 
milies. Befides thefe, there is in the S. W. Corner of 
the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, about 25 Miles Eaft 
from Hudfon's or Tork River, a fmall Tribe of Indians 
called Houjatonicks, upon a River of that Name called 
Weftenhoek by the Dutch ; they are lately intermixed 
with the Englijh in the Towmhips of Sheffield and Stock" 
bridge. 

Excepting the Indians of Nantucket and Martha's- 
Vineyard (better imploy'd) all the others in a few Years 
will be extinct, moft of their Men were perfwaded to en- 
lift as Soldiers in the late Expeditions to Cuba and Car- 
thagena againft the Spaniards, and to Cape- Breton and 
Nova- Scotia againft the French ; fcarce any of them fur- 
vived, and the Names and Memory of their Tribes not 
worth preferving. 

In the other Britift) Colonies, where any Tribes inter- 
mixed with our Settlements require Notice ', they fhall 
be mentioned in the proper Sections. This Article I 
profecute no further. 

Article 4. 

Indian Wars with the Britifh Colonies in North 
America. 

VC7HEN the Country of the Indians at War with us,^ 

* » lies upon our Frontiers but without our Grants, I 

call it a War in the common Acceptation ; if within 

our Grants, but without our Settlements, I call it an 

Eruption, 
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Eruption, m our Proclamations againft them it is called 
a Rebellion, as in all the New- England Wars with the 
Abnaquies ; if intermixed with our Settlements, it is an 
Infurrection, fuch were the Wars of the Pequods, Anno 
1637, and of King Philip and his Confederates Anno 1675. 

In this Article I only mention the Indian Infurrections 
or Commotions which happened from the firft Landing 
of the Englijh in thefe American Countries, until the 
Britijh * Revolution in Favour of the Prince of Orange, 
Anno 1688 : After this Period, though our Indian 
Wars were generally executed by the bordering Indians, 
they were under the Influence, and by the Direction of 
the Canada French ; therefore I do not reckon them as 
meer Indian Wars, but as French Wars in America, they 
went pari pajfu with the Britijh and French Wars in 
Europe, and being intermixed with the European and 
New-England Britijh Expeditions againft Canada, Nova- 
Scotia ox V Accadie, and Cape Breton or Vljle Roy ale, we 
fhall give fome fhortAccount of them in the properSections. 

A Detail of the fmall Indian Skirmifhes, at our firft: 
fettling, can be of no ufeful Information, and at this 
Diftance of Time is no Amufement. A rafcally Fellow 
Capt. Hunt Anno 16 14, by Stealth carried off fome In- 
dians, and in the Mediterranean of Europe, fold them to 
the Spaniards as Moors captivated from Barbary •, this 
occasioned a Diffidence and Difguft againft the EngliJI) 
Traders upon that Coaft for fome Time : In New-Eng- 
land, excepting the Indian Wars with the Pequods 1 63 7, 
and with the Packenokets (called King Philip's War) and 
their Confederates Anno 1675 ; and the French Indian 
Wars with us during King William's and Queen Anne's 
Wars in Europe •, and an Eruption Anno 172s to 1725, 
when the French and Spaniards were hatching a War a- 

* The Revolution in a ftrift Senfe, was not the landing of the 
Prince of Oravge, afterwards King William of blefled Memory ; 
it was a Parliamentary Exclufion of all the Popijb Branches of the 
Britijh Royal Family, and fettling the Succcflion to the Crown in the 
Protectant Branches •hereo£ 
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gainft us in Europe, which proved abortive ; and our 
prefent War with the French and their aflbciated Indians ; 
we had no Indian War of any Kind, it is true, there 
have been private Rencounters between the Englijh and 
Indians at Times, from fudden Flights of Paflion or 
Drunkennefs, as happens all the World over. 

Upon good Enquiry it will be found, that our properly 
fpeaking Indian Wars have not been fo frequent, fo te- 
dious, and fo defolating, as is commonly reprefented in 
too itrong a Light (Hunger-ftarved, and Cold-ftarved 
were our greateft Hardfhips in fettling) in New-England 
our only Indian Wars properly fo called were the Pequod 
War, Anno 1637, lt kfad three Months, and King Phi- 
lip's War, Anno 1675 and 1676 was of about 14 Months 
Continuance, and the War of 1722 to 1725. 

In our Northern Parts, the Indians generally appear in 
fmall fkulking Parties with Yellings, Shoutings and an- 
tick Poftures, inftead of Trumpets and Drums •, their 
Indian Wood-Cry is Jo-hau, their War-Cry may be ex- 
prefled, Woach, Woach, Ha, Ha, Hack, Woach. 

The Indians are not Wanderers like the Tartars, but 
are Ramblers, and in Time of War, according to the 
Seafons, they may be annoyed at their Head-Quarters, 
and ambufcaded or Way-laid, at their Carrying or Land 
travelling Places. Their Retreats or ftrong Places are 
the Swamps (Copfes in a Morafs) Dr. Cotton Mather^ 
with good Propriety calls it, being infwamped, in Imi- 
tation of the European Term intrenched. Like the 
French in Europe, without Regard to Faith of Treaties^ 
they fudden ly break out, into furious, rapid Outrages, 
and Devaluations ; but foon retire precipitately, having 
no Stores for Subfiftence, the Country is not cleared and 
cultivated. Their Captives if they ficken or are other- 
ways incapable of travelling, they kill them and fave 
their Scalps ; the Englijh thus captivated are fold to 
Frmch Families in Canada, but redeemable upon reim- 
burfing the Price paid, by an Order from the Governor- 
General of Canada. 

Their 
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Their Head- Warriors are Men noted for Strength 
and Courage ; fometimes in their Wars they chufe a tem- 
porary Chief of all the Tribes of one Nation engaged 
(at Times fome particular Tribe or Village have declined 
joining in War with the general Nation, thus the Nian- 
ticks in the Pcqucd War, thus the Saco Indians in the 
prefent War or Rebellion of the Abnaquies ; but not with 
a Roman dictatorial Power, Anno 1676 Madacawando of 
Penobfcot was chief of all the Eaftern or Abnaquie 
Indians and Squando of Saco was his Second -, Anno 
1 63 7, Sajfacous was chief of the Pequod Caftles or Villages. 

Our Scouts or Indian Hunters in Time of War, carry 
Packs, which at firft fetting out may weigh 70 Wt. be- 
ing about 30 Days Provifion of Bifcuit, or parched In- 
dian Corn, fait Pork, Sugar and Ginger to qualify and 
animate their Drink, which is Water : Their Method 
of lodging, pitching, or camping at Night, is in Parcels 
of Ten or Twelve Men to a Fire, they lie upon 
Brum, wrapt up in a Blanket with their Feet to the Fire. 

Towards the better understanding of the Pequid or iV- 
quot, and King Philip's Wars, it may be proper to know 
the Situation and Circumftances of their adjoining Indians 
as they were Anno 1637. Along Shore firft were the 
Cape-Cod Peninfula Indians in feveral Tribes, the Nan- 
tucket and Martha 9 s-Vineyard Ifland Indians •, thefe were 
always in Friendship with the Englijh Settlers : Next 
were the Pocajfets fat prefent called Second) of about 300 
fighting Men : The Pockanokets or King Philip's Men 
about 300 fighting Men : The Nipmugs adjoining to the 
Pockanokets Inland, in feveral Tribes, extending from 
Ccnneclicut River to Merrimack River : The Naraganfets 
From Naraganfet -Bay to Pakatuke River, the Boundary 
between Conneclicut and Rhode- IJland Colonies, about 
1000 Men : The Pequods from Pakatuck River to near 
Hudfon's or New-York River : The Moheags at the 
Head of New-London or Thames River about 400 
Men : The Conneclicut River Indians in feveral 
Tribes. 

Peo^jod 
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Pequod War, The Occafions of this War, were, 
1. A barbarous warlike Nation, they killed Anno 1634, 
Captains Stone and Norton, Traders. 2. Lords Say and 
Brook 1636, building a Fort at the Mouth of Connecti- 
cut River, near their Head-Quarters offended them. 3. 
Their continued killing upon Conneclicut River of Englijh 
Traders, upon frivolous Pretences to the Number of 30 ; 
at Length the Englijh could not avoid a proper Re- 
fentment. 

Anno 1635 July 15. The afibciated Colonies of New- 
England made a League offenfive and defenfive with the 
fix Naraganfet Sachems ; by one of the Articles the Na- 
raganfet Indians confirm all former Grants of Lands made 
to the Englijh : The Naraganjet and Pequods were noc 
cordial Friends with one another. 

1637 In May 20, a Body of 77 Englijh, 60 Connecticut 
River Indians, 200 Naraganjet Indians, 100 Nianticks (a 
Village of the Pequods in Friendfhip with the Englifh) 
and 20 Men from the Garrifon of Say brook Fort, under 
the Direction of f Capt. Majon, afterwards Deputy Go- 
vernor of Conneclicut (the 160 Men from MaJJachuJetts- 
Bay under Mr. Stoughton, and the 50 Men from Plymouth 
Colony had not then join'd themj took and burnt the 
Pequod Fort near Myjiic River (this River divides Ston- 
ington from Groton in Conneclicut) and killed about 140 
Indians ; a great Body of Pequods came down from their 
neighbouring principal Fort, but the EngliJJj and their 
auxiliary Indians made a good Retreat to their Boats, in 
all they had only two Men killed, and 16 Men wounded. 
The Englijh purfued the Pequods from Swamp to Swamp 
with great Havock ; at Length in a Swamp of Fairfield 
towards New-Netherlands, they were routed ; their cap- 
tivated Children were fent to Bermudas and fold for 
Slaves : Sajfacous their leading Sachem with about 30 

f This Capt. Ma/on for his good Services, had a Colony 

Grant of a large Extent of Land ; thefe Lands are now in 

Difpute between the Colony of Conneclicut and Mr. Mafon's 
Heirs. 

A » more 
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more Pequods fled to the Mohawks and were murdered 
by them. In lefs than three Months War about 700 
Pequods were deftroy'd, and that Nation reduced to about 
200 Men, who fued for Peace ; which was granted them 
upon Condition of their abandoning their Name and 
Country, which accordingly they did, and incorporated 
themfelves with the Naraganfets and Moheags \. N. B. 
They had not many Fire Arms. 

After the Pequod War, there were at Times between 
the Indians and Englijh, private mutual Injuries, fome- 
times more general Mifunderftandings and threatned Rup- 
tures ; but the Union offenfive and defenfive of the four 
united Colonies of New-England, awed them ; by this 
Union the Proportions were Majfachufetts 100, Plymouth, 
Hartford, and New-Haven each 45 Men, this Union 
was made Anno 1 643 the 1 9th Day of the third Month. 

Anno 1645 and 1646, the Naraganfets were privately 
hatching of an Infurredion, but were foon brought to 
an open Declaration of a fettled Friendfhip with the 
Englifh. 

1653 * The Dutch of New- Netherlands were forming 



f Perhaps fome Expedient of this Nature might be ufed with Re- 
gard to fome of the incorrigible Clans of Highlanders in the Nor- 
thern and Weftern Parts of Scotland. 

* The Dutch have generally been called our natural and good 
Friends, but as there can be no real Friendfhip amongft Rivals in 
Trade ; It is a Maxim with Merchants, there is no Friend/hip in Trade ; 
the Dutch carry this higher, that there is no Humanity in Trade ; we 
ought to be equally jealous of the French and Dutch : The French 
Faith is in our Times as notorioufly bad, as the Punica and Greeca 
Fides was in ancient Times, therefore I mall not enumerate any In- 
ftances pf it : I fhall give a few Inftances how faulty the Dutch have 
been in' this Refpeft. 1. Not long after we had relieved them from 
the Spanijb Bondage in their Vaderland or native Country, they maf- 
facred our Fadlory at Amboyna in the E aft -Indies, never to be forgiven 
nor forgotten. 2. In our New-England Wars with the Pequod In- 
dians Anno 1637, and with King Philip's Indians Anno 1675, ^Y 
fupplied our Enemy Indians with Ammunition &c. from New-York 
arid Albany. 3. Anno 1653 when the Engli/h and Dutch were at War 
m Europe, our Dutch Neighbours of Nevt-Netbtrlandj, had formed 



Of the Britifh Settlements in America." 195 

a Confederacy with our Indians, to cut off all the New- 
England Settlements, but a Peace between England and 
Holland prevented it. 

Anno 1654, The Naraganfet and Niantick Indians, 
made War againft Montaoke Indians Eaft End of Long- 
I/land, but the united Colonies of New-England by fitting 
out 270 Foot, 40 Horfe, foon brought the Naraganfets 
to Accommodation. * 

Paconoket or King Philip's War. Majfafoit, 
Chief of the Wampanogoes, whereof Pockanoket or Mount 
Hope Neck was a Tribe, was a good Friend to the firft 
Plymouth Settlers : He left two Sons, Wamfucket and 
Metacomet, at their own Defire the Government of Ply- 
mouth gave them the Englijh Names of Alexander and 
Philip ; Alexander died Anno 1662 : Philip by a formal 
Inftrument to the Government of Plymouth Anno 1671 
reftricted himfelf from difpofing any of his Lands without 
their Confent. 



a Plot, in Conjunction with the Mohawks and Eaftern Indians, to cut 
off the Britijb Colonies in Nevj- England ; but a Peace in Europe foon 
happening prevented this Mafiacre. 4. A few Years fince in the If- 
land of Java in the Eaft- Indies, in the Suburbs and Country adjacent 
to Batavia,were fettled about 90, oooChinefe multiplying very fall ; the 
Dutch jealous of their Numbers and Growth, upon a pretended Um- 
brage of an intended Infurreflion, furprized in cold Blood, and maf- 
facred many Thoufands of them, in Order to reduce their Nnmbers ; 
Gain is their God, to this they facrifice every Thing, even their own 
Species, Mankind. 5. In the Autumn Anno 1746, when a French 
Squadron invaded Fort St. George in the Eaft- Indies, the Englijh Wo- 
men of the Town and its Territory fled to Pallicut a Dutch Settle- 
ment three Hours or 12 Miles North from St. George's ; but the 
Dutch would not receive them. 6. The filent Confent of the Dutch, 
to the French attacking and taking of the Auftrian Towns in the 
Netherlands ; it is fufpedled in all our Battles or Engagements againft 
the French in Flanders this War, that the Dutch General Officers, had 
private Inftruclions, to give Way, as if in Collufion with the French 
Court. The Dutch is an Oligarchy, or a Government of few, and 
therefore liable to Corruption, and would even bring their own Coun- 
try to a Market and fell one another upon Occafion. The Dutch if 
they could be fincere, are our moft natural Allies againft the encroach- 
ing French* 

Jh» 
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This PM//> Sachem of the Wampanogocs or Pacanoket 
Indians,- was naturally a Man of Penetration, Cunning, 
and Courage ♦, he formed a deep Plot Anno 1675, to 
extirpate the Englijh of New-England : With profound 
Secrefy he effected an extenfive Confederacy with other 
Tribes of Indians, viz. Pocajfet, Naraganfets, Nipmugs, 
Conneclicut River Indians, feveral Tribes of the Abnaquies 
our Eaftern Indians ; the Canada French were in the 
Scheme, and by their EmifTaries endeavoured to keep up 
the Spirit of Infurrection ; the Dutch from Albany were 
fufpecled of fupplying thefe Indians with Ammunition. 
By the New-Plymouth Grant we find the Pocanoket Indians 
extended up Patuket or Blackftone formerly Nipmug River 
to the Nipmug Country ; but this Boundary could not be 
afcertain'd, by the late Commiflloners for fettling the 
Line between Plymouth and Rhode-IJland Colonies. 

Philip began his Infurrection June 24. 1675, by killing 
of nine Englijhmen in Swanzey, adjoining to Mount Hope 
his Head- Quarters. The Englijh fufpecYing the Nara- 
ganfets, a powerful Nation, might join Philip, marched 
an armed Force into the Naraganfet Country, and awed 
them into a Treaty of Peace and Friendfhip ; but not- 
withstanding (fuch is Indian Faith) they joined Philip as 
does appear in the Sequel. 

Beginning of July the Pocajfets begin Hoftilities. In 
a PocaJJet Swamp, King Philip and his confederate Po- 
cajfets, were environed by the Englijh, but by Night made 
their Efcape to the Nipmug Country, leaving about 100 
"Women and Children. Middle of July the Nipmugs be- 
gin Hoftilities by Depredations in Mendon. Augujl 25 
the Conneclicut River Indians begin Hoftilities by annoy- 
ing the neighbouring Englijh Settlements. 

In Augujt the Eaftern Indians, viz. Penny cooks of Mer- 
rimack, Pigwokets of Saco, and Amarefcogins of Pegepfcut 
Rivers, break out and by December they killed 
about 50 Englijh, with their own Lofs of about 90 In- 
dians. The Severity of the Winter brought thefe Tribes 
of Eaftern Indians to a formal Peace, but by Sollicitation 

of 
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of Philip they broke out again next Summer and were 
joined by the Quencbec Indians, kill feveral Englijh, and 
deftroy their Stock •, but Philip being killed they foon 
came in and fubmitted. 

The Enemy Indians, imagining that upon the Footing 
of the late Treaty, the Englijh would deem the Naragan- 
Jets as Neutrals, in Winter retired to the Naraganjet 
Country ; but for very good Reafons the Englijh, jealous 
of the Naraganfets, fend thither 1000 Men, whereof 527 
from MaJJachufetts, under the Command of Governor 
Winjlow of Plymouth, they were increafed to 1500 Men 
by an Addition of fome neighbouring Friend Indians ; 
December 19, they attack the Indians in their Fort or 
Swamp, and kill'd about 700 Indians, befides Women 
and Children, with the Lofs of about 85 Englijh killed, 
and 150 wounded ; the Swamp is called Patty -Jquamjcut. 

Notwithftanding of this Difafter, the Indians had fkulk- 
ing Parties out all Winter, they kept the Field better than 
the Englijh, and haralTed our People much •, they did 
Damage in the Town of Plymouth, and within a few 
Miles of Bofton, and the Englijh were obliged to keep 
clofe in Garrifon-Houfes. In the Spring the Mohawks 
having fome Difference with the Abnaquies favoured the 
Englijh •, and the Indians being much haraffed by Fa- 
mine (they had little Produce, becaufe of the War, from 
their planting Grounds laft Crop) Fevers and Fluxes ; 
the Majfachujetts Government very wifely iflued a Pro- 
clamation July 8. 1676, promifing the Hopes of a Pardon 
to all Indian Enemies or Rebels, who fhould come in 
within 14 Days ; many fubmitted, many withdrew to 
their refpective peculiar Abodes -, fome travel'd Weftward 
towards Hudjonh River, were purfued and kill'd. Philip 
was reduced to fkulk about, and in a Swamp of Mount 
Hope his own Country, with 6 or 7 of his Followers was 
kill'd Augufi 12, 1676. 

During Philip's War about 3000 Indians were kill'd, 
captivated and fubmitted, the Naraganjets from a large 
Body reduced to about 100 Men. The War being over, 

about 
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about 400 Indians by Order met at Major Waldron's of 
Catchecho ; 200 were culled out, who had been notoriouf- 
Jy wickedly mifchievous •, of thefe a few fuffered Death, 
the others (of the 200) were tranfported and fold forSlaves. 

King Philip's or Brijlol Neck was fold towards defray- 
ing the Charges of the War, and afterwards by the Ge- 
neral Court incorporated by the Name of Brijlol with 
fome peculiar Privileges and Exemptions. 

The Colony of Connecticut was Scarce touched in this 
War. We have no Record of Rhode- IJland Afiiftance. 

After Philip's War, there were no more Infurrections 
or Rebellions of our intermixed Indians : The following 
Wars were by Eruptions and Incurfions of the Indians 
within our Grants, but without our Settlements, by In- 
fligation of our natural Enemies the French of Canada, 
viz. from Autumn Anno 1688 (fome fliort Truces inter- 
veeningj to January 7. Anno 1698,9, and from Auguft 
16. Anno 1703, to July 17. Anno 17 13: and from Spring 
1744, when there were mutual Declarations of War in 
Europe of the Britijh and French -, this War ftill fubfifts 
at this prefent writing September 1747. Here we may 
obferve that our Eajlern Indians in this pending War 
have not annoyed our Settlements Eaftward, being called 
off by the French to Crown-Point \ from Crown-Point the 
French and their Indians have done confiderable Damage 
upon the New-Tork and Majjachufetts Weftern Frontiers ; 
and to Nova-Scotia, by invefting of the Fort of Annapo- 
lis-Royal, and by the Maflacre of our People at Menis, 
they have confiderably incommoded us. The late Dif- 
afters of the French Expeditions under Duke d'Anville 
and M. La Jonquiere againft Cape-Breton, Nova-Scotia, and 
our other Settlements in North- America, have made the 
French defift from any farther Enterprizes in Nova-Scotia 9 
and our Eaftern Indians being difmiffed from that Ser- 
vice, have lately appeared againft our Forts of Pemaqyid 
and Georges. 

Our Wars with the Indians in the Reigns of King 
William and of Qyeen Anne> and the prefent War are 

inter- 
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intermixed with Expeditions from Europe, they are not 
meerly Indian ; we refer them to the fubfcquent Sections. 
Governor Dummer's War againft the Indians may 
be reckoned purely Indian, we (hall give fome fhort Ac- 
count of it. The Canada French perceiving our Eaftern 
Settlements advance apace, fet their Quenebec Miflionary 
Father Ralle a Jefuite to Work •, he made thefe Indians 
jealous of the Englijh by telling them, that thefe Lands 
were given by God unalienably to the Indians and their 
Children for ever, according to the Chriftian facred Ora- 
cles. Anno 1 71 7 The Indians began to murmur, and 
after fome Time gave the Englijh Settlers formal Warn- 
ing to leave the Lands within a fet Time, at the Expi- 
ration of the Time they committed Depredations by de- 
ftroying their Cattle and other Stock : The Miflionary, 
with a Prieftly Heat began the Affair too precipitately, 
before the receiving of Directions from France, as appears 
by a Letter from M. Vandreuil Governor- General of Ca- 
nada to this Father " he could not tell, how far he might 
intermeddle in the Affair, until he had particular Inftruc- 
tions from the Council of the Navy in France •" all the 
French Colonies are under the Direction of that Board : 
And the Small-Pox (which the Indians with good Rea- 
fon dread ) prevailing in New England, Anno 1721, pre- 
vented a declared Rupture until Anno- 1722. July 5. the 
Government of Majfachufetts-Bay proclaimed them Re- 
bels, and ordered 100 ,£. per Scalp to Voluntiers fitted 
out at their own Charge, and afterwards 4 / per Day be- 
fides : Our moft confidcrable Action againit them wa* 
at Noridgwoag of Quenebec River Auguji 12. Anno 1724, 
t heir fighting Men being juft come Home from Scout- 
ing ; Capt. Hartnan with 200 Men in 17 Whale- Boats 
go up Quenebec River, furprize the Indians at Naridgwog y 
bring off 26 Indian Scalps, and that of Father Ralle ; 
Indians kill'd, and drowned in their Flight crofs the 
River, were computed to be Eighty : Capt. Lovel a 
Voluntier, with 44 Men lets out, via OJjipy Pond, for 
Pigocket 1 was intercepted by about 70 Indians, he 

and 
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and about 14 of his Men were killed, and many wound- 
ed. 

The French and Indians of Nova Scotia were concern'd 
in this War, they made a vain AlTault upon the Fort oF 
Annapolis- Royal, and did fome Damage at Canfo. 

The Delegates from the 5 or 6 New York Indian Na- 
tions, and from the Mohegin or Hudfon's River Indians, 
and from the Scatacooks, came to Bojlon, received Pre- 
fects, gave fair Promifes of acting in our Favour, but 
did nothing. 

We fent Commiflioners to the Governor-General of 
Canada, to expoftulate with him concerning his encourag- 
ing the Indian Depredations, and to reclaim Captives : 
His Anfwer was, that thefe Indians were independant 
Nations, and not under his Direction ; this was a meer 
Evafion. 

After many Bickerings, by good Management in the 
wife Adminiftration of Lieutenant-Governor Hummer, the 
Indians beg'd and obtain'd a Ceflation of Arms, Decem- 
ber 15, Anno 1725, and a Peace the May following at 
Cafco ;Taving to, the Indians all their Lands not hitherto 
convey'd, with the Privilege of Hunting, Fowling, and 
Fifhing as formerly : Signed by the Noridgwoag, Penob- 
fcot, St. Johns, and Cape-Sable Indians. 

Three or four Years fince, fome interfperfed Indians 
mMaryland were troublefome and occafionally kill'd fome 
Englijh Men ; they were foon quelled. 

In Virginia, in the Beginning, the Indian Incurfions re- 
tarded them much, and Anno 1610, from 500 they, were 
reduced to 80 ; from 1612 there was uninterrupted Peace 
with the Indians till 1622, by a fudden general Infurrec- 
tion they maffacred 347 Englijh People, reckoned at that 
Time half of the Colony. Sir John Harvey a very ar- 
bitrary Governor encroached much upon the Indians by 
making enormous Grants of their Lands, this occafion-! 
ed another MafTacre from the Indians Anno 1639, 500 
Englijh were cut off, efpecially about the Head of Tork 

" River : 
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River ; this was foon over, and Peace lafted many Years. 
Anno 1676 fome mutual Murders happened between the 
Englijh and Indians in the Out Settlements. Bacon a hot- 
headed young Gentleman of the Council, becaufl-, as he 
thought* the AflTembJy was too dilatory in fitting out a- 
gainft the Indians ; in Contempt of the Government, and 
without a proper Commiflion, inltfts Soldiers of his own 
Accord, and occafioned an inteftine civil Mutiny of the 
white People againft the Government, and obliged the 
Governor Berkley to fly to the remote County of Acco- 
mack upon the Eaftern Shore of Cbefapeak Bay : To 
quell this Commotion a Regiment of Soldiers was fent 
from England, but Bacon dying, the Commotion was o- 
ver, before the Regiment arrived, this Corps Continued 
there three Years, and were difbanded in Virginia ; Ba- 
con's Body could not be found to be expofed to Infamy. 
This does anticipate, but at the fame Time it helps to 
ihorten the Section of Virginia. 

In North-Car Oi.iN a, Anno 171 1, in November the 
Cape Fear Indians broke out, and deftroy'd about 20 Fa- 
milies, and much Stock : by Succours from Virginia and 
South Carolina, they were foon reduced ; and many of 
the Tufcararoes obliged to take Refuge amongft the 
New-Tork Indian Nations, where they continue, and are 
generally called the fixth Nation. 

SECT. IV. 

General Remarks concerning the Britifh Colonies in 
America. 

TH E Subject -Matters of this Section according to 
my firft Plan are prolix, being various and copious* 
and perhaps would be the moft curious and informing 
Piece of the Performance to fome Readers ; but as many 
of our Readers in thefe Colonies feem impatient for our 
entring upon the Affairs of their feveral Settlements, we 
{hall contract the prefent Section, and ihali defer feveral 

B b Articles 
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Articles to the Appendix -, fuch as, the Rife, Progrefs, 
and prefent Stare of the pernicious Paper-Currencies ; 
fome Account of the prevailing or Endemial Difeafes in 
our North America Colonies, and many other loofe Parti- 
culars, the various Sectaries in Religion, which have any 
Footing in our American Colonies fhall be enumerated 
in the Section of Rhode f/land, where we find all Degrees 
of Sectaries (fome perhaps not known in Europe) from 
•f no RtLiGiON to that of the mod wild Enthufiafts. 

Religious 

'• . i .— 

+ Some facetious Gentlemen, perhaps, ufe too much of a farcaftick 
Freedom with our Colony Governments : For Inflance, that, the 

fma!l Colony of A' de 1 — (/.Anarchy is their Civil Conftitution 5 

no Religion is in Room of an Ecclcfiaftical Conftitution, and they 
Who are of any well regulated Religion are Non- Con form ids ; in Sea- 
Affairs they are the Porto- Rico of New England, for many Years 
they have been the mo(t noted Paper-Money Bankers or Buelers in 
ht^-EvgUnd, but at prefent are in this Cafe eclipfed by a more 
eminent enterprifing neighbouring Colony : By this Contrivance in 
over ftre.ching a Provincial publick Paper Credit, they may in fome 
Senfe be faid to have become Bi.nhvfts, at prefent they pay z f. 3 d. 
in the^. ; fuch is the prefent Difference between 3 £. (the Price of 
one Ounce of Mexico Silver Standard, Ofiober 1.747) Denomination 
depreciated, and 6/ 8 d. the Price of Silver, the Rate at which their 
Notes of Credit were firft emitted. 

To render this intelligible to the lowed: Capacities : If this loofing 
Negotiation of publick Bill's of Credit proceeds, a Britifh Half Pinny 
will exchange for a Shilling N,<w- England bafe Currency, and a Cor kin 
Pin for a I enny in fmall Change. 

OUmixon y an erroneous Scribler, in his Britifh Empire in Amriccl 
printed in London 1708 (he died 1742) without any Defign feems to 
favour the other Colonies of Nfw- England ; he writes, the Govern- 
ment of Rhode-lfland is ftill feparate from that of Ne<w- England. 

No Religion (I hope the above Character may admit of confidera- 
ble Aba ements) is inconfiflent with Society. The Form of the Ju- 
dicial Oath in that Colony " Upon the Peril of the Penalty of Per- 
jury" feems not to anfwer the Intention of an Oath, which is a folemn 
Invocation of GOD's Judgments hereafter, over and above the Penalties 
which may be infli&ed in this World ; thus by Cunning and Secrefy they 
may evade the one, but by no Means can be fuppofed to efcape the 
other : It is true, that in Great- Btitain the Affirmation of Quakert, 
and in Holland the Declaration of the Menijls, are equivalent to our 
Oaths. Upon the other Hand the Frequency of Oaths upon fmall 
Occasions, makes- them wo familiar, and by taking off the Solemnity 

and 
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Religious Affairs, To far as they may in fome Manner ap- 
pertain to the Conftitution of the Colonies, do make an 
Article in this Section. 

Article i. 

Concerning our fir ft Difcoveries of, and Trade to the Britifli 
North- America ; before, it was by Royal Grants, Pa- 
tents, and Charters divided into the Colonies at prefent 
fubjtjling. 

IN Page ro9, £rV. I gave fome anticipating Account 
of thefe our firft Difcoveries. I fhall furcher add. 

Sebaftian Cabot commiffioned by King Henry VII. of 
"England, to endeavour Difcoveries of a North- Weft Paf* 
fage to China and the Eafl Indies, Anno 1497, did dif- 
cover and take PofTeiTion, according to the Forms ufed 
in thofe Times, of all the Eaftern Coaft of North Ame- 
rica, from about the North Polar Circle to Cape Florida^ 
(as is related) in the Name of the Crown of England ; the 
Cabots had a Royal Engltfh Grant of the Property of all 
Lands they fhould difcover and fettle Weftward of Eu- 
rope, they made no Settlement, and their Grant dropt. 

Sir Walter Raleigh a Favourite, by Order of Queen 
Elizabeth, Anno 1584, fenttwo VeiTels to North America^ 
to land People that were to remain there ; they landed 
at Roanoke in North Carolina, where they remained and 
planted for fome fhort Time. Raleigh gave to all that 
Part of America the Name Virginia, in Honour or 
Memory of the Virginity of Queen Elizabeth ; a conti- 
■ " > 

and Awe of an Oath renders them nearly upon a Par with common 
profane Swearing ; the many Oaths in the feveral Branches of the 
Revenue, particularly in the Cuftoms, are of bad EfFetf, hence the 
Proverb, A Cufiom Houfe Oatb, that is, an Oath that may be difpen fed 
with ; Oaths give a profligate Man of no Religion (that is who doe* 
not think himfelf bound by an Oath) a vaft Advantage over an ho- 
ned confeientious re i^ious Man : The fame may be faid of the fa- 
cramental Tefts of Conformity, and occafionaj Conformity praclifed 
by the Church of England, 

nued 
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nued but fmall Trade was carried on from England to 
thtfe Countiies for fome Time, and hy landing at Times 
in fundry Places, took further PofTeflion for the Crown 
of England. 

Anno 1606 April 10. King James in one Patent incor- 
porated two Companies called the South and North Vir- 
ginia Companies \ the South Virginia Company to reach 
from 34 d. to 41 d. N. Lat. they began a Settlement 
Anno 1607 on Che/apeak- Bay, and this Part of the 
Country retains the Name Virginia in a peculiar Man* 
r>er to thi> Day ; here we muft drop it, and reafTume 
in the proper Section of Virginia : The North Virginia 
Company railed alfo the Weft Country Company, had Li- 
berty to fettle upon the fame Eaftern Coaft of America 
from 38 d. to 45 d. N Lat. they kept a conftant fmall 
Trade on Foot, and fume-times wintered afhore, as, for 
Inftance, at Sagadahock Anno 1608 ; but made no formal 
lafting Settlement, until that of New Plymouth Anno 
1620 •, here we muft ftop and reafTume in the Sections of 
New- England Colonies. Thefe Settlements were to have 
been at 100 Miles Diftance from one another, that is, 
From their chief Place each Territory or Colony was to 
extend 50 Miles both Ways along Shore, and 100 Miles 
back into the Country, fo as to make a Diftrift of 100 
Miles fquare : Thus from the Gulph of St. Laurence to 
Cape Fear we mould have had feven Colonies of equal 
Dimenfions, but not of equal Quality •, at prefent in that 
Space we have about a Dozen Colonies very unequal and 
irregular, becaufe granted at different Times, moft of 
them run back into the Wildernefs indefinitely. This 
Patent did not fubfift long, the Companies were managed 
by Prefidents and Council, but in a few Years made a 
Surrender. The Dutch took the Opportunity to fit down 
in fome Parts of the Degrees of Latitude, that were in 
common to both Companies, and kept PoffefTion of Pro- 
perty and Jurifdic"tior, a'moft threescore Years. 

Capr. Henry Hudfon Anno 1608 difcovered the Mouth 
of Hudfon\ River in N. Lat. 40 d, 30 m, upon his own 

Account 
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Account as he imagined, and fold it, or rather imparced 
the Difcovery to the Dutch \ the Dutch made fome Set- 
tlements there, but were drove off by Sir Samuel Argol, 
Governor of a fecond Virginia Company Anno 1618, be- 
caufe within the Limits of that Company's Grant ; but 
Anno 1620 King James gave the Dutch fome Liberty of 
Refrefhment for their Ships bound to Brazils, which they 
afterwards in the Times of the Civil Wars and Confufions 
in England, improved to the fettling of a Colony there, 
which they called New Netherlands, comprehending all the 
prefent Provinces of New-York and Newjetjies, and fome 
Part of Pennsylvania \ their principal Settlements were 
New Amfterdam, at prefent called the City of New York on 
Hudfonh River, and Fort Cajimier, fince called New-Cajlle 
upon Delaware River, Weft Side of it •, Hudfon\ River 
was called by the Dutch, Nord Rivier,anc\ Delaware River 
was called Zuid Rivier. Beginning of King Charles II. 
Reign, by Conqueft 1664 and the fubfequent Ceffion by 
the Breda Treaty 1667, it reverted to the Crown of Eng- 
land. The further Account of this Territory belongs to 
the Sections of New-York and New-Jerjies. 

We may in general obferve ; that Spices, Precious 
Stones, Gold, Silver, other Metals and Minerals, were the 
firft Inducements and Objects of our Eaji and Weft-India 
Difcoveries \ (the Trade for Tobacco, Rice, Fifh, Furs, 
Skins, and Naval Stores, feem to have been only inci- 
dental) as thefe did not fucceed, our firft Endeavours or 
Adventures for Settlements, did not proceed. 

From Hiftorical Obfervations during the laft Century 
and half, we may learn many of the fuccefsful Methods 
to be ufed, and the Inconveniencies to be avoided in 
fettling of Colonies. 

Article 2. 

Concerning the general Nature and Conflitution of Britifh 
North-American Colonies. 

L L our American Settlements are properly Colonies, 
not Provinces as they arc generally called : Province 

refpe&s 



2o6 A Summary, Hijlorical and Political, &c. 

refpects a conquered People (the Spaniards in Mexico and 
Peru may perhaps in Propriety bear this Appellation) un- 
der a JurifdicYion impofed upon them by the Conqueror ; 
Colonies are formed of national People v. g. Bntifh in 
the Britijh Colonies, tranfported to form a Settlement in 
a foreign or remote Country. 

The firft Settlers of our Colonies, were formed from 
various Sorts of People, i. Laudably ambitious Adven- 
turers. 2. The Malecontents, the Unfortunate, the Ne- 
ccflitous from Home. 3. Tranfported Criminals. The 
prefent Proportion of thefe Ingredients in the feveral 
Plantations varies much, for Reafons which fhall be men- 
tioned in the particular Sections of Colonies, and does 
depend much upon the Condition of the firft Settlers : 
Some were peopled by Rebel 'Tories, fome by Rebel 
Whigs (that Principle which at one Time is called Royalty, 
at another Time is called Rebellion) fome by Church of 
England Men, fome by Congregationalifts or Independants % 
fome by Quakers, fome by Papifis (Maryland and Mon- 
Jerrat) the mod unfit People to incorporate with our 
Conftitution. 

Colonies have an incidental good Effect, they drain 
from the Mother-Country the Difaffected and the"Vicious 
(in this fame Manner, fubfequent Colonies purge the 
more ancient Colonies) •, Rhode IJland and Providence 
Plantations, drained from Majfachufetts- Bay , the Antino- 
mians, Quakers, and other wild Sectaries. Perhaps in 
after Times (as it is at Times with the Lord Lieutenants 
and other high Officers in Ireland) fome Malecontents of 
Figure, capable of being troublefome to the Adminiftra* 
tion at Home, may be fent in fome great Offices to the 
Plantations. 

In our Colonies we have four Sorts of People. 1. Maf- 
iers that is Planters and Merchants. 2. White Servants, 
3. Indian Servants. 4. Slaves for Life, moftly Negroes, 
White Servants are of two Sorts, viz. Poor People from 
Great Britain, and Ireland moftly, thefe are bound or fold, 
as fome exprefs it, for a certain Number of Years, to re- 

imburfc 
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jmburfe the tranfporting Charges, with fome additional 
Profit •, the others are Criminals judicially tranfported, 
and their Time of Exile and Servitude fold by certain 
Undertakers and their Agents. 

In our American Settlements, generally the Defignations 
are, Province, where the King appoints a Governor ; 
Colony, where the Freemen elect their own Governor : 
This cuftomary Acceptation is not univerfal •, Virginia 
is called a Colony, perhaps becaufe formerly a Colony, and 
the mod ancient. 

We have fome Settlements with a Governor only ; 
others with Governor and Council, fuch are Newfound- 
land, Nova Scotia, Hudfon's-Bay, and Georgia, without 
any Houfe orNegative deputed by the Planters, according 
to the EiTence of a Britijh Conftitution : Thefe, may be 
faid, not colonized. 

There are various Sorts of Royal Grants of Colonies. 
1. To one or more perfonal Proprietors, their Heirs and 
Afllgns ; fuch are Maryland and Pennfylvania ; both 
Property and Government. 2. The Property to perfo- 
nal Proprietors ; the Government and Jurifdiction 
in the Crown ; this is the State of Carolinas and 
Jerfies. 3. Property and Government in the Crown, viz. 
Virginia, New York, and New Hampfhire commonly called 
Pifcataqua. 4. Property in the People and their Repre- 
fentatives ; the Government in the Crown ; as is Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay. 5. Property and Government in the Go- 
vernor and Company, called the Freemen of the Colony* 
fuch are ConneElicut and Rhode- IJland. 

This lafl: feems to be the molt effectual Method of the 
firft fettling and peopling of a Colony ; Mankind are na- 
turally defirous of Parity and Leveling, without any fixed 
Superiority , but when a Society is come to Maturity, a 
more diftinct fixed Subordination is found to be requifite. 
Connecticut, Rhode- IJland, and fome of the Proprietary Go- 
vernments, are of Opinion, that they are not obliged to 
attend to, or follow any Inftructions or Orders from their 
Mother-Country or Court of Great- Britain ; they do not 

fend 
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fend their Laws home to the Plantation-Offices to be pre- 
fented to the King in Council for Approbation or Difal- 
lowance : They afiume- the Command of the Militia, 
which by the Briti/h Conftitution is a Prerogative of the 
Crown : Some Time ago, they refufed not only a Pre- 
ventive Cuftom-Houfe Office, but likewife a Court of 
Vice- Admiralty's Officers appointed from Home ; but 
thefe Points they have given up, efpecially confidering 
that the Royal Charter grants them only the Privilege of 
trying Caules, Intra corpus Comitates, but not a-float or 
Super altum mare. 

As a fmall Country, though rich and thriving, cannot 
afford large Numbers of People ; it ought not to run 
upon Difcoveries and Conquefts, beyond what they can 
well improve and protect ; becaufe by over-ftretching, 
they weaken or break the Staple of their Conftitution : 
But they may in good Policy diftrefs as much of the En- 
emy's Country as is poflible, and for fome fhort Time ' 
keep PolTeiTion of fome of their moft important Places, 
though at a great Charge, even, by hiring of foreign 
Troops ; in Order to obtain fome fuitable profitahle E- 
quivalent. New England with the incidental Countenance 
of a fmall Britijh Squadron, did eafily reduce the North 
America Dunkirk, or Louijbourg in Cape-Bretonl&znds and 
perhaps luckily, without waiting for the Direction of the 
Britijh Miniftry. Confidering our large Sea and Land- 
Force, well fitted, upon the Expeditions, againft /fow«<3& 
and its Territory in the Ifland of Cuba, the Rendezvous 
of all the Spanijh Plate- Fleets ; and againft Carthagena 
the bell; Strong- Hold the Spaniards have in America', and 
againft Canada called the New-France in North- America, 
which would have given us the Monopoly of ihtCod-FiJh 
and Fur-Trade, many of our American Militia voluntarily 
formed themfelves into Companies and Regiments for 
that Purpofe ; but the Miniftry at Home perhaps fof 
good Reafons beft known to themfelves, feem to have 
baulkt thefe Affairs •, the above apparently intended Con- 
quefts would have been eafy, 
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Great- Britain does not, like France, fwarm with a nu- 
merous People, therefore cannot fettle Colonies fo faft, 
without allowing of a general Naturalization. From 
Germany we had many emigrant Palatines and Saltjburgb- 
ers, and in Time may have more : Foreigners imported, 
mould not be allowed to fettle in large feparate Diftricts, 
as is the prefent bad Practice •, becaufe for many Gene- 
rations they may continue, as it were, a feparate People 
in Language, Modes of Religion, Cuftoms and Manners ; 
,they ought to be intermixed with the Britiflj Settlers : 
Englijh Schools only allowed for the Education of their 
Children ; their publick Worfhip for the firft Generation 
or 20 Yearsj may be allowed in their original Language 
in the Forenoon, and in Englijh in the Afternoon, ac- 
cording to any tolerated Religion : as our Mifllonaries 
do not attend the Service of Indian Converfions, fome 
of them may be employ'd in this Service ; after the 
firft twenty Years from their firft Arrival, their publick 
"Worfhip, mail for ever be in Englijh -, all their 
Conveyances, Bonds, and other publick Writings, to 
be in Englijh •, thus in two or three Generations (as 
de Foe humoroufly exprelTes it ) they will all be- 
come true-born Englijhmen. We have an Inftance of 
this in New-England, where many Irijh in Lan- 
guage and Religion (I mean Roman Catholicks) have been 
imported fome Years fince ; their Children have loft 
their Language and Religion, and are good Subjects : 
"We have a notorious Inftance of the bad Effects in noc 
obferving this Regulation, in Nova Scotia ; the French 
Inhabitants though in Allegiance to the Crown of Great- 
Britain ever fince Anno 17 10, by allowing them a fepa- 
rate Refidence, with their Language and Religion conti- 
nued, are at prefent, as much eftranged from and 
Enemies to the Britijh Intereft, as they were 37 Years 
ago ; witnefs their Behaviour in our prefent French War, 
by their favouring and concuring with our French Canada 
Enemies, and the late Expeditions from France : The 
D— cb in a neighbouring Province, becaufe not well 

C c dafhed 
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dafhed or intermixed with the ErgUJh, though in 
Allegiance aK ve Eighty Years ; do not fet-m to 
confult our Intertii fo much, as might be expect- 
ed. 

Alrhough the Colonies of various Nations may learn 
the Juvantia and the hadentia, from one another ; there 
may be feveial Political Regulations in Colonies foreign 
to us, which may have a good Effect with themfelves, 
but may not fit our Confhtution •, for Ir.ftance, I. The 
Spaniards fay, that their vaft extenfive Settlements in A- 
merica, have continued in due Subjection about 250 
Years, by their principal Otf cers-, Ecclefiaftical, Civil, and 
Military, being from Old Spain ; In China (a polite Na- 
tionj no Man can be a Mandarin in his own Country or 
Diftrict, wh^re he was born. 2. The French, Spanijh, 
and Portuguefe Colonies, are not allowed to make Wines, 
and diftil Spirits of Sugar for Merchandize, becaufe it 
would hurt the Vent of the Wines and Brandies of their 
Mother Countries : Some fuch Regulations with Regard 
to Things commonly manufactured in Great- Britain, 
not to be manufactured in the Plantations, have from 
Time to Time been laid before the Court of Great-Bri- 
tain, by People difaffected to the Plantations v. g. by 

Col. D r not long fince ; but happily, have had 

little or no' Effect. 

The feveral Colonies, particularly thofe of New- Eng- 
land the mod fufpected, have it neither in their Power 
nor Inclination to withdraw from their Dependance upon 
Great-Britain : Of themfelves, they are comparatively 
nothing, without the Afllftance and Protection of fome 
European maritime Power •, amongft thofe, the French* 
Spanifh, and Portuguefe differ fo much from them in Re- 
ligion, the mod popular Affair, and in an abfolute, mon- 
archial Government inconfiftent with our Plantation, le- 
velling Spirit ; that we have nothing to fear from them 3 
the Dutch being nearly the fame with us in Religion, 
and apparently (though not really) the fame as to a po- 
pular Government 5 they bid the faireft for carrying off 

our 
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our Plantations from their Allegiance, and ought in a 
particular Manner to be guarded againft ; if in Time of 
fome general Difcontent, a War mould happen with the 
Dutch. 

As in natural Parentage, fo Infant- Colonies, ought 
to be tenderly and filially ufed, without any Sufpicion or 
Surmife of a future obftinate Difobedience, Defe rtion, or 
Revolt. Some of the American Colony- Legiflatures, have 
at Times been draw, into Errors and Inadvertencies, by 
Tome popular, wicked, leading Men, which has obliged 
the Court of Great Britain to make fome Alterations in 
their peculiar Conftitutions ; we fhall enumerate them 
in the refpective Colony-Sections, at prefent we fhall only 
inftance a few relating to this Province of Majfachufetts- 
Bay. 1. Upon a Quo Waranto from the Court of King's 
Bench iflued in Trinity-Term Anno 1635 againft the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Colony of Majfachufetts- 
Bay ; and in Trinity Term Anno 1637 Judgment was 
given for the King to feize faid Colony, and to take Go- 
vernor Cradock's Body into Cuftody ; but by Reafon of 
the enfuing Troubles, this Judgment was never put in 
Execution. 2. The Heirs of Ma/on and Gorge, Pro- 
prietors of the Provinces of New-Hampjhire and Main, 
complain'd to the King of the Ufurpations of the Go- 
vernment of Majfachufetts- Bay •, the King by a manda- 
tory Letter Anno 1676 to Majfachufetts- Bay Colony re- 
quired an Anfwer to thofe Complaints : The Agents for 
Majfachufetts- Bay, before the Court of King's- Bench, dif- 
claim'd thefe Lands, and by an Aft of Aftembly of the 
Colony 1679, all their encroaching Grants were vacated. 
3. Upon feveral pretended Complaints their Charter was 
vacated in Chancery 1684, but they obtained a new and 
more perfect Charter Anno 169 r. 4. Governor Shute 
Anno 1722 carried Home feven Articles of Complaints 
concerning their Houfe of Reprefentatives encroaching 
upon the Prerogative ; by their Agent in England, they 
fubmifiively gave up five of thefe Articles, and the ge- 
neral Aflembly accepted of an explanatory Charter, where- 
by 
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by the other two Articles were explained away •, all thefe 
fhall be related more at large in their proper Place. 5. Se- 
veral bubling Banks and Schemes defigned to defraud 
Creditors and others,by depreciating the Currency in New 
England, being on Foot, and not fuppreffed by the pro- 
per Legiflature, perhaps becaufe many of their leading 
Members were concerned ; feveral worthy Gentlemen 
applied Home for Redrefs, and obtain'd Anno 1741 An 
Ad: of Parliament againft unwarrantable Schemes in 
America. 

Upwards of thirty Years fince, upon fome Complaints 
concerning the Colonies, particularly of South Carolina ; 
the Court of Great- Britain judged, that it might be for 
the general Britijh Intereft, to have all Charter and Pro- 
prietary Governments vacated by Act of Parliament, and 
accordingly a Bill was brought into the Houfe of Com- 
mons •, but the New England Agent Dummer by an in- 
genious Piece which he publifh'd at that Time giving the 
true State of the Colonies, by his Vigilancy, Afliduity, 
proper Sollicitations and perfonal Addrefs, and Intereft 
with fome of the leading Men, occafioned the Bill to be 
dropt. 

The vacating of all Charter and Proprietary Govern- 
ments is not the ultimate Chaftifement that may be ufed 
with delinquent Colonies •, the Parliament of Great- Bri- 
tain may abridge them of many valuable Privileges which 
they enjoy at prefent ; as happened in an Affair relating 
to Ireland ; the Parliament of Great- Britain Anno 1720 
paiTed an Act for the better fecuring the Depen- 
dance of the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown 
of Great- Britain : Therefore the Colonies ought to be 
circumfpect, and not offend their Mother- Country ; as 
For Inftance, 1. In abufing that Privilege which our Co- 
lonies have of raifing Taxes and affefling of themfelves ; 
South Carolina had not fuppUed the necefifary Charges of 
Government, for four Years preceeding Anno 1731 ; 
New-Hamp/hire for five Years preceeding Anno 1736. 
2. In Time of Peace emitting of depreciating publick 

Bills 
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Bills of Credit for a Medium of Trade and Commerce, 
and making them legal Tenders -, this is equivalent to 
Coinage (and of a bafe Standard) a Prerogative of the 
Crown. 

Our Britijh American Colonies have many valuable 
Privileges. 1. EnacYmg of their own Laws, with Con- 
dition of their not being repugnant to the Laws of Great- 
Britain, but may be otherways various from them. 2. 
Raifing their own Taxes. 3. No Act of the Britijh 
Parliament made fince the firft fetling of our Colonies, 
cxtenis to the Colonies, unlefs exprefly extended in the 
Britijh Act. of Parliament. 4. No private Purchafe from 
the Indians mall be valid (formerly much Deceit and 
Cheat has been difcovered in thefe Purchafes, tending to 
alienate the Indians from the Britijh Intereft) without the 
Confirmation of the Governor and Council in fome Colo- 
nies, and without the Approbation of the Legiflature in the 
otherColonies. There are Lands in fome of our Plantations, 
where it is not poflible to fhew any Indian Conveyance, be- 
caufe they were Derelicts ; fuch are all our Weft- India Ifland 
Settlements, no Indians being there at our firft landing : 
The PofTeflbrs who were prior to Patent or King's commif- 
fioned Governor, have no other Title to their Lands but 
long PofTeflion, a Sort of Prefcription ; thus the old Set- 
lers of New Hampjhire hold their Lands, it being fuppofed 
that Mr. Majon had neglected or relinquifhed his Grant. 
In the Beginning of our Colony Grants, there was only 
one Houfe of * Legiflature ; the Governor or Prefident, 
the Council or AiTiftants, and the Reprefentatives voted 
together. At preient in Conformity to our Legiflature 
in Great Britain, they confift of three feparate Negatives; 

* In Saxon Times the Parliament did not confift of two diftintt 
Houfes ; the Peers being Freeholders of great Territories, were 
deemed the hereditary Reprefentatives of their ValTals and Tenants : 
In the Scots Parliament, there ever was only one Houfe, confifting of 
three States, vi*. The Peers, the CommilTioners or Reprefentatives of 
Shires or Counties, and the CommilTioners for Boroughs ; they all vot- 
ed together indifferently, but in Committees and the like, the Propor 
tion of Committee-Men from each, was limited. 

thus. 
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thus, by the Governor, reprefenting the King, the 
Colonies are Monarchial ; by a Council they are Ari- 
ftocratical ; by a Houfe of Reprefentatives or Dele- 
gates from the People, they are Democratical : 
Thefe Three are diftinct and independant of one an- 
other, and the Colonies enjoy the Conveniencies of 
each of thefe Forms of Government, without their In- 
conveniences, the feveral Negatives being Checks upon 
one another. The Concurrence of thefe three Forms of 
Governments, feems to be the higheft Perfection that 
human Civil Government can attain to in Times of f 
Peace with the neighbouring States ; if it did not found 
too profane, by making too free with the myftical Ex- 
preffions of our Religion, I mould call it a Trinity in 
Unity. 

The fecond Negative in our Legiflatures, differs 
from that of Great Britain. In Great Britain it is an || he- 
reditary Houfe of Lords, in our American Settlements, 
the Members of their Councils fo called, are only tem- 
porary, appointed by" the Court of Great-Britain durante 

fin Times of War, perhaps a Directorial Power in one proper 
Perfon, would be requifue, upon Account of Difpatch and Secrecy, 
but accountable to the three Negatives. This was the Practice amongft 
many of the ancient polite Nations, particularly amongft the Romans; 
the only Inconveniency feems to be, left, this Dictator in the Height 
of his Power and Glory, fliould render himfelf a perpetual Ditfator, 
as Julius C<efar did, and introduce a Monarchial Tyranny. 

Both in Times of Peace and War ; if a continued Succefiion of 
knowing and virtuous Princes were poffible in Nature ; abfolute Mon- 
archy would be the Perfection of Civil Government, becaufe of the 
Wifdom, Secrefy and Diipatch that would attend it ; but as no fuch 
Race of Men, are to be found upon Earth, a limited Monarchy is eli- 
gible. The Political Conftitution, like the Human, is tickiifh ; and 
in the Hands of a fola Fool, would fuffer much ; there are but few 
who underftand politick Health and Sicknefs. 

|| Hereditary Nobility, and ocher great Officers, where any consi- 
derable Truft attends, are great Incitements to good A&ions in Pro- 
genitors, who are ambitious of emailing Honours upon their own 
Memory or Posterity ; but in Nature feem abfurd, as if Wifdo>n were 
hereditary. This does not hold good as to hereditary Monarchs, be- 
caufe all Elections of a Monarch would put the Nation in mod dan- 
gerous Ferments. 

Beneplacito, 
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Beneplacito, or by annual Elections in fome of our Colo- 
nies. In Carolina at firft there was defigned an hereditary 
fecond Negative (in Place of a Council) of 'Palatines and 
Caffiques, Lords of large Manors, this is dropt. 

There are a few Irregularities or Exceptions from 
thefe three Negatives in fome of our Colonies, which 
fhall be taken particular Notice of, in the proper Sections, 
and doubtlefs in Time will be rectified. 1. In Connecti- 
cut and Rhode- IJland their Elective Governor ha<j no Ne- 
gative. 2. In Pennfylvania the Council has no Negative. 
3. In Majfachufetts Bay, the Council is not independant -, 
it is obnoxious to the Caprice of a Governor's Negative, 
and to the Humour of the Houfe of Reprefentatives who 
elect them : In fome Elections the Council and Repre- 
fentatives vote together. 

Notwithstanding of a Colony Affembly's being upon 
the Point of diflblving in Courfe, according to their fe- 
veral and various municipal Laws ; the Governors dif- 
folve them in Form, as in Great-Britain, to keep up the 
Prerogative of the Crown. 

In Proprietary Colonies, where the Proprietors have 
retained the Jurifdiction, the Proprietors nominate the 
Governor, with the Approbation of the King in Council. 
Excepting in Proprietary and Charter Colonies all 
Patents for Lands are in the King's Name, Tejle his Ex- 
cellency in Council. 

The municipal Laws, or Laws peculiar to the feveral 
Colonies are too various and variable, as well as bulky to 
be inferted in a Summary j they are remitted Home from 
Time to Time, and are to be found in the Plantation- 
Offices in London •, excepting thofe of the Proprietary 
and Charter Governments-, by their Patents they are not 
obliged (this was an original Defect in fuch Patents, 
and may be rectified by Act of Parliament) to tranfmit 
them to the Crown for Approbation or Difallowance.' 
The Laws of a Colony may be various from, but not re- 
pugnant to the Laws of Great-Britain. 

In our Colonies, the Courts of Judicature are various, 

but 
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but all of the fame Nature with the Courts in England j 
viz. Chancery (in the Charter Governments Jus and AEquum 
are in the fame Court) Common Law, Probate of Wills 
and Appurtenances -, a Court of Vice- Admiralty for Sea- Af- 
fairs ; 2ii\d&Ju/liciary Court of Admiralty, by Q Anne's 
Commifiion Tertio Regni, purfuant to an Ad of Parliament 
11,12 Gul. HI, called, An Aft for the more effectual Sup- 
preffion of Piracy, confiding at lead of feven of the nomi- 
nated from their Off5ces,and for Want of thatNumber com- 
pleat, any Three of the nominated may appoint a Com- 
pliment. 

Cafes in Chancery, and common Law may be carried 
Home by Appeal or Petition to the King in Council j 
from thence it is referred to the Lords of the Committee * 
of Council for Plantation- Affairs ; from this Committee 
of Council, it is referred or fent down to the Lords Com- 
mijji 'oners for Trade and Plantations, this laft Board fre- 
quently take the Advice of the Attorney and Sollicitor- 
General ; and Reports are returned back from one Board 
to another, and iffued by the King in Council. 

The Officers of the Cufioms Receiving or Preventive, 
are immediately under the Direction of the Commiffion- 
ers of the Cuftoms in Great Britain. 

The Commifiion of Vice-Admiral to our Plantation- 
Governors gives no Command a-float •, their Jurifdiction 
is only, relating to Wrecks, &c. caft on Shore, to low 
Water Mark ; being of the fame Nature with the feve- 
ral Vice- Admirals along the Coaft in Great-Britain. 

Every King's Commifiion with Inftructions to a Go- 
vernor in the Plantations •, is a Sort of Charter to that 
Colony or Province, durante Beneplacito. 

Our Plantation Governors, have no Power without Or- 
ders from the Court of Great-Britain, to grant Letters of 
Reprifals. TheFrencb andD#/d?Governors have thisPower. 

* There are four ftanding Committees of Council, i. For foreign 
Affairs, 2. Admiralty and Navy, 3. Trade and Plantations, 4. Grie- 
vances ; in France thefe feveral Departments, arc called diftinft 
Councils. 

All 
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All our Plantation-Governors are liable to be called to 
Account (on Complaints )at the King's BencbBar'm Weft- 
minjler ; for Inftance Douglafs of the Leeward I/lands^ 
Anno 17 16, and Lowther of Barbadoes iy?o. 

Formerly Governors, if Court- Favourites, had atTimes 
Plurality of Governments (as fome Clergymen Favou- 
rites of leading Men, have Plurality of Benefices, Lord 
Willougbbay was Governor of Barbadoes and the Leeward 
IJlands •, Sir Edmond Andros, in the Reign of James II, 
was Governor of all New-England, New York, and the 
Jerjtes; Lord Bellamont was Governor of New York, Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, and NewHamp/hire : It is not Co at pre- 
fent, except in the two diftinct Governments of Penfyl- 
vania, therefore under one Governor. 

In the Colonies their Revenue sifts are generally annual; 
in Jamaica, they are temporary, but of a long Period •, in 
a few of the Colonies there are fome perpetual Taxes ; 
thus in Barbados and Leeward Iflands the four and half 
per Ct. upon Produce exported, and in Virginia 2 / per 
Hogfhead Tobacco. All their Provincial Treafurers are 
appointed by their own Aflemblies ; excepting the four 
and half per Ct. in Barbadoes and the Leeward- Iflands ; 
the King's Collectors are the Receivers, and alfo receive 
the Plantation Duties laid on by Act of Parliament 1673, 
as not appropriated for the Ufe of the Treafuries of the 
feveral Plantations, but at the King's Difpofal : The 
1 d. per Ct. upon Tobacco of Virginia and Maryland is 
appropriated for the Benefit of the College or Seminary 
at Williamjburg. 

In the feveral Colonies their general Revenue is by a 
Tax of fome Pence in the Pound, upon the Principal of 
real Eftate, perfonal Eftate, and Faculty ; and a Pol-Tax, 
Impofts, and Excifes. 

The Produce for Export in the feveral Colonies fhall 
be enumerated in the proper Sections. Upon our firft 
Difcoveries of America, we found no Horfes, AfTes, 
Cows, Sheep, and Swine. In the Inland Parts of the 
Continent, efpecially upon the Mi/iJJippi, there was Plenty 

Dd «f 
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of Buffaloes, and in the Weft- India Iflands, feveral Sorts 
of Wild Hog Natives •, every where much Deer, and 
the American Stag or Buck-Moofe, which differ from the 
German Elke, by its branched Brow Antlers : Variety 
of Geefe, of Ducks, and of wild Fowl called Gibier by 
the French. 

In the Colonies of the feveral European Nations, they 
have a national exclufive Commerce amongft themfelves 
and with their Mother- Countries. St. Thomas, a Danijh 
Settlement only, admits of a free general Trade. The 
French and Dutch Governors (perhaps by a private In- 
flruction from their Courts at Home, and as a confide- 
rable PerquiHte, do at Times allow, or connive at a fo- 
reign Importation of Neceffaries ( Provifions, Lumber, 
Horfes, black Cattle, &c.) with which they cannot other- 
ways be accomodated, and are much in Want of. 

By Act of Parliament Anno 1698, no VefiVls, unlefs 
regiftred in England, Ireland or the Plantations (by the 
Union, Scotland is included) upon Oath that they were 
built there (foreign Prizes are alfo qualified) and that no 
Foreigner is directly or indirectly concerned. 

Plantation Produce or Goods as enumerated (com- 
monjy called enumerated Goods) by feveral Acts of Par- 
liament, are not to be carried, but to Great Britain ; and 
Plantation- Bonds are given, and a Certificate to be return- 
ed to the Officers of the Shipping Ports, of their being 
loaded accordingly. The enumerated Goods are naval 
Stores, viz. Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Mafts, Yards, and 
Bowfprihts ; Sugars, Molafies, Cotton- Wool, Indigo, 
Ginger, Dying- Woods, Rice, Beaver, and other Furs, 
Copper- Oar. Rice and Sugars by late Acts of Parlia- 
ment, are indulged under certain Conditions (too long to 
be enumerated in a Summary) to be carried to certain 
foreign Parts : Logwood is not the Growth or Produce 
of our Plantations, and by the Conftruction of the Corn- 
mi ffioners of the Cuftoms, is exempted from being an 
enumerated Commodity, (as we have no Logwood the 
Growth of our Plantations ) being imported from the 

Spamjk 
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Zpanijh Wefi- Indies to our Colonies and re-exported to 
Europe. 

By an Act of the Parliament of England Anno 1673, 
there are impofed Plantation Duties (Produce carried from 
one Colony to another) upon .certain enumerated Goods 
for a genera 1 national Ufe, not for the particular Colony. 
viz. 

s..d. d. 

Mufcovado Sugars 1.6 pr Ct. wt. I Tobacco 1. pr lb. 

White Do. 5. | Cotton half 1. 

Ginger 1. j Indigo 2. 

Dying Woods . 6. | Coco Nuts 1. 

that upon Tobacco has been appropriated to the College 
in Virginia at William/burg. 

Our North America Trade to Great-Britain, is, the 
enumerated Commodities above mentioned, Pig Iron, and 
Fifh-Oil, fometimes Wheat and Staves to Ireland. To 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy, dry'd Cod-Fifh. To the 
Weft-India Iflands, Lumber, Refufe dry'd Fifh, fait Beef 
and Pork, Butter ; and Cheefe, Flower, Horfes and Live 
Stock, the Returns from the IVeft-India Iflands, are, Su- 
gar, MolafTes, Rum, Cotton, Indigo, Dye- Woods, Span- 
ijh Money, and Cocoa : Sugar, Rum, Tobacco, and 
Chocolate are much ufed in our Colonies. 

Anno 1729 The Attorney and Solicitor Genera], gave 
it as their publick Opinion, that a Negro Slave coming 
to Europe, or baptized any where, does not make him 
free. 

In our Colonies * Computations of all Kinds, 
"Weights and Meafures are the fame as in England. 

Our 

* It is not advifable in any Cafe religious or civil, though for the 
better, to make Alterations in any Affair where the Populace have 
acquired a general Handing Prejudice (the Reformation from the 
Church of Rome about two Centuries fince, is an Exception) imbibed 
from their Infancy, or firft habitual Way of thinking. The Solar 
Years and Lunar Months according to the O. S. are not within a po- 
pular Ken, and being very erroneous, are perhaps at prefent, under 
the Confiderauon of theBritiJh Legiflature, to be rettined. Meafures 
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Our Settlements upon theEafterly Side of North- Ame- 
rica, are much colder in Winter, and much hotter in 
Summer, than the fame Latitudes, in the Wefterly or 
European Side of the. other vaft Continent •, the GJobe of 
our Earth may be faid to confift of two large Continents 
viz. the ancient Continent of Europe Afia and Africa, 
and the new Continent called America. Every Man who 
has refided fome Time in Europe, and fome Time in 
North America, is perfonally fenfible of this : in Europe 
Northern Fisheries, for Inftance, Cod and Salmon extend 
Southward to 51 d. N. Lat. in North-America they ex- 
tend no further than 41 d. N. Lat. 

Mariners obferve, that in their Paffages between Europe 
and America, Winds are f almoft three Quarters of the 

Year 

and Weights, might be afcertain'd for all Nations upon our Earth, and 
prevent much puzzling by Reduftions, by taking the fixed Length of 
a .Pendulum, that vibrates Seconds in any noted Place v. g. in London or 
Pans, and allowing for the fmall Variations, eafily investigated for 
fome very diftant Latitudes, <it. g. a Pendulum vibrating Seconds at 
Porto- Btllo near the Equator, is found to differ one Line, or the 12th 

ifj° f an Inch ' fr0m that at Paris • Let this Pendulu ™ ! Length be 
called A Measure, and this divided into Decimals (being the moft 
eafy and general Way of expreffing Fractions] be called Tenths, and 
this fubdivided into Tenths, call Hundreds : Thus all Meafures 
might be reduced to three Denominations ; as in England Money is 
reduced to Pounds, Shillings, and Pence : Contentive Meafures are eafily 
reduced, upon this Foundation, to a like Certainty : Such a Veffel of 
foch certain Dimenfions, containing a certain Quantity of fincere Rain 
Water (which is nearly the fame all over the Earth) may be called a 
Pound, and this multiplied or divided may be called by fome fixed 
Denominations of Weights. 

f The Trade Winds may be reckoned to extend 30 d. each Side 
of the Equator (being further than the common formal technical Way 
of Reckoning, to the c tropicks) which proceeds not only from the 
Sim's, in his repeated Courfe, Rarefation of the Air Weftward, and 
oonfequently the Elaftick Air naturally expending it felf towards thofe 
Weftward rarified Spaces by an Eafterly Current ; but is complicated 
uith another Cauie not much attended to, witU the circumambient 
Air near the Equattr-, being of a lefs confiderable fpecifick Gravity, 

E^v'H P ° ndingPartof the Earth > kis ,efs ftfceptible of the 
Aarth. daily rotatory Motion, and with Refped to the folid Earth, 

has 
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Tear Wefterly ; Baron Lahontan a Canada Officer writes, 
" That, the Winds from Canada to Europe are Eafterly 
For about 100 Days in the Year, and Wefterly about 
260 Days :" This with an attending Wefterly Swe I] or 
heaving of the Sea, is the Reafon, that the PaiTages from 
North-America to Europe are much fhorcer than from 
Europe to North-America. 

In North-America the dry freezing Winds are from 
North to Weft, in Europe the dry freezing W 7 inrfs are 
from North to Eaft ; proceeding from rhar great Conti- 
nent which receives and retains the Northern Effects of 
Cold, viz. Snow and Ice, laying to the Weftwaid of A~ 
merica, and to the Eaftward of Europe •, the Current of 
Air gliding along, becomes more and more impregnated 
with the Cold, the Terms of frigorific Particles, or of a 
-peculiar Salt of Nitre, I leave with the virtuofo idle no- 
tional Philofophers. The Situation of Lands occafions 
considerable Differences in the Temper of the Air •, the 
Weather in Canada is generally in Winter colcc r (in Pro- 
portion to its Latitude) than in New-England^ and more 
fettled ; as being furrounded with Land of fome Extent, 
and therefore the Land Influence from all Corners of the 



has an effectual Motion Wefhvard, that is in the Appearance of an 
Eafterly Current of Wind. The Wefterly Winds, in Latitudes higher 
than 30 d. N. Latitude ; are natural Eddies of the E.iflerly Trade 
Winds. A Northerly Wind, is the natural Tendency of a condenfed 
very Elaftick Air, from the Polar cold Regions, towards the rarified 
Air near the Equator. A Complication of this Current of Air, from 
the Northern Polar Regions to the South ; and of the Eddy of the 
Trade- Winds from the Wefhvard, makes the frequent North- America 
Winds from North to Weft ; and the North-Weft is the moll fre- 
quent, efpecially in the Winter Months. 

In the Summer- Time, when the Sun is much to the Northward of 
the Equator, our Northern Continent is much warmed, and thefe North 
to Weft Winds gliding along a vaft warmed Continent, acquire more 
and more Degrees of Heat. Therefore confidering the general Cur- 
rent of the extratropical (retaining the clajpeal Terms) Winds : The 
vaft Continent of North- America being Wefhvard of our Settlements, 
our Leeward North- America Settlements muft be in Summer much 
hotter than the European Windward Settlements in the fame Lati- 
tudes. 

Winds, 
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Winds, of the fame Nature ; whereas in New- England 
to the Eaftward is Water or Sea of a very different Influ- 
ence from the Land or Earth's fpecifick Gravity or Soli- 
dity in receiving or retaining Cold or Heat. By the Sofit- 
nefs of the Vapour from the Water, the Sea-Shore is 
warmer than the Inland, the Sea warmer than the Shore, 
and the Ocean or deep Water warmer than the Sea : 
Thus the Ifland of Great- Britain and its appertaining If- 
Jands are much warmer inWinters than the adjacent Con- 
tinent, but with this Inconveniency {a Digrejfion) that 
this foft Vapour or Damp, difpofes the Inhabitants to a 
catarrhous or colliquative Consumption ; this Diftemper, 
Time out of Mind, is recorded as an Englijh Endemial 
Diftemper. The Situation of the various Countries as to 
Iflands, and Head Lands, as to Variety of Soil, fandy 
Lands which retain the Heat, Morafs, Swamps, and 
Wood-Lands which retain Damps ; thefe a Summary 
cannot enumerate, with Regard to the Winds or Current 
of the Air and as to the Temper of the Air in our 
various Colonies. 

Georgia excepted {Nova-Scotia and Cape-Breton I do 
not call Colonies) our American Colonies have been no 
Charge to Great-Britain •, a fmall Matter of Artillery to 
fome of them muft be acknowledged, but without Am- 
munition. The Britijh Men of War or King's Station- 
Ships, of late, have been ©f no Ufe only by their Coun- 
tenance : The Commanders are either indolent, or in 
Collufion with the Purfers (not long fince they had the 
Perquifite of Purfers) take Advantage of the Provifions 
of the Non-effectives, connive at their Ships being ill 
man'd, and upon an Exigency or when called Home, 
diftrefs the Trade by prefiing Sailors : There are Excep- 
tions, I mail only inftance Sir Peter Warren an afli- 
duous, faithful, good, and therefore fortunate Man. Our 
Provinces have frequently grumbled upon this Account, 
and have lately made an Experiment by fitting out a 
Province-Frigate at a great Charge in MaJfacbufettsBay ; 
but for thefe laft two Years feem to be under the 

fame 
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fame Cenfure, where the Fault lies, I mail not, at prefent 
relate. 

In all our Colonies are many good, induftrious, frugal, 
pious, and moral Gentlemen \ I hope the following, ge- 
neral Character of many of the Populace will give no 
Offence. 1. Idlenefs, Intemperance, Luxury in Diet, 
Extravagancies in Apparel, and an abandoned Way of 
Living. Our Planters, efpecially their Children, when 
they go Home to Great-Britain, diftinguifh themfdves 
too much by their Drefs, and expenfive Way of Living 
for a fhort Time. 2. The People of all Colonies (Bri- 
tifh, French, &c.) do not feem to have fo much Solidity 
' in thinking as in Europe ; but exceed the European menu 
peuple, as to fome little Tricks and Arts in Bufinefs ac- 
quired by Education, and a continued Pra£tice. 3. By 
importing and expending too much of Superfluities from 
Europe -, and in fome Colonies by fubftituting a Paper- 
Currency^ they impoverish themfelves, and are under a 
Necefiity of fending their Gold and Silver, as Returns, to 
Europe. 4. A prefentProfit prevails over a diftant IntereM. 

To avoid Prolixity, but with Impatience, I mufl: defer 
the Iniquity of a multiplied Plantation Paper Currency to 
the Appendix •, it is of no Benefit only to the fraudulent 
Debtor, they are not afhamed to acknowledge that Equity 
and natural Juftice, they ought to repay the fame in real 
Value which they received •, but they fay, their Province 
Laws excufes and indemnifies them, by paying any no- 
minal Value ; and that the companionate good Creditor, 
mufl blame himfelf for his Forbearance and long Credit, 
while Money is depreciating : That a multiplied Paper- 
Currency naturally depreciates it felf, I fhall at prefent only 
evince by the Inftance of the Province of Majfacbufetts- 
Bay, November 1747 ; where are about Two Millions, 
One Hundred Thoufand Pounds current publick Bills of 
Credit not cancelled or burnt, whereof a fmall Matter is in 
the Hands of the Receivers of the Taxes ; the Opera- 
tion is, Bills of Exchange with Great-Britain are rifen to 
the extravagant incredible Height of One Thoufand 

Pound 
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Pound New-England, for One Hundred Pound Ster- 
ling. 

Timber-Trees, efpecially White-Oaks for Ship-build- 
ing, the bed grow in New-England •, further North they 
are dwarfim, and of an untoward Grain •, further South 
they are fpungy and foft, and do not afford compafs 
Timber. 

In Countries far North the Mould is light and fpungy, 
being much diftended by the hard long Frofts, 

Article 3. 

The Ecclefiaflical or Religious Conflitution ef the Britifh 
Colonies in North- America. 

IN all the Royal Patents and Charters of our Colonies, 
the principal Condition required of the Patentees, 
feems to be the Converfion of the Indians -, and the 
Crown on the other Part conditions for the Encourage- 
ment of Settlers, a free Profeffion or Liberty of Confci- 
ence : Therefore a * Toleration for all Chriftian Pro- 

feffiom 



* Religion and Civil Government in a general Senfe are Jure Di~ 
*uino ; but the various particular Churches and States, feem to be only 
de Faclo, becaufe none of them have efcaped Revolutions : An In- 
dulgence or rather a legal explicit Toleration for all (Communion* 
they are called) Communities of Religion which are not inconfiftent 
with a virtuous Life, and the Good of Society, in good Policy ought 
to be allowed ; the Romans, a very polite People (their Jus Civile 
is pradtifed every where in Europe to this Day) made the Gods (Reli- 
gions) of all Nations free of their City or Empire ; the Dutch by an 
univerfal Toleration (but their publick Places of Worfhip muft be li- 
cenfed) have become rich ; the Diffenters in England by their Riches 
are a great Prop to the Proteftant Eftablifhment ; being excluded by 
Law from feveral vain idle ambitious Offices and Polls, they apply 
themfelves the more to. Trade and Manufactures, and become gene- 
rally richer than the Churchmen. The various decent Modes, con- 
fident with Society or Humanity, of worshipping a Supreme Beings 
may be tolerated; as proceeding innocently from the Bias of Education, 
from the various Conftitutions and Tempers of Mankind, and Fafhions 
of the Age ; but all with a good Intention or Confcien.ee. 

The 
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fefiions of Religion, is the true Ecclefiaftical Conftitution 
of our American Colonies ; the \ Roman Catholick only 

is 



The Differences in Religion generally amount only to this, viz. 
Different People worshiping the lame GOD in different Modes and 
Fafliions ! Prieftcraft ( I do not mean the pious, meek, charitable 
Clergy) fets them by the Ears to the Difcredit of all Religion, and they 
make Mountains of Mole hill Differences. 

Amongft all Sectaries, there is a Canker- Worm called Bigots ; 
which put their Se£l in a ridiculous Light, they ars in a tacit fullen 
Enmity with all Mankind who are not of their frantick or fanatical 
Perfwafion, they believe implicitly in fome Par/on, an Idol of their 
own making, but not properly in GOD Almighty. 

| The Roman Catholicks commonly called Papifts, in all well-re- 
gulated Governments, from moft evident civil political Reafons, ought 
to be excluded ; the Conftitution of their Religion, renders them a 
Nufance in Society ; they have an Indulgence for Lying, 
Cheating, Robbing, Murdering, and not only may, but are in Chriftian 
Duty bound, to extirpate all Mankind who are not of their Way of 
thinking, they call them Hcreticks : Unlefs the Pope (the Head and 
Oracle of their Religion) by fome publick accepted Bull explain this 
Article of their Religion, Popery by the Laws of Nature and Jus 
Gentium ought to be deem'd, inconfiftent with human Society. 

A Doctrine or Law, though iniquitous, if not put in Execution,' 
becomes obfolete and of no Eftecl, and its evil Tendency ceafes ; but 
this moft execrable Dodlrine, has in a moft difmal horrid Manner, fre- 
quently been put in Execution ; I fhall give a few Inftances. i.' 
The Popijh Perfccution of Proteftants by the Papifts in England m the 
Reign of Queen Mary from Anno 1553 to 1557 ; Bifhop Burnet fays 
that fhe was a good-natured Woman, but of a very ill natured Re- 
ligion, z. The bloody Maffacre of the Hugenots by the Papijls int 
Paris of Fra?ice. De Serres one of the beft French Hiftorians begins 
his Account of this Maffacre thus, O ma France ! les Cheveux me 
berijjonncnt y j^ay horreur de voir fur le Theatre de ton Hijloire jouer 
une tres inhumaine tragedie. Upon a Sunday being St. Bartholomew 's 
Day 1572 in the Reign of Charles IX ; they took the Opportunity 
Of the Time when the Marriage of Henry of Bourbon King of Na- 
varre a Proteftant, to Marguerite de Valois Sifter to the King of France 
was to be celebrated ; moft of the Princes of the Blood andGrandees of 
Trance, who were of the Proteftant or Ilugenot Religion, being ex- 
f>e£ted in Paris upon this Occafion, they thought it a proper Oppor- 
tunity to extirpate them by the Surprize of a Maffacre. At this Blov* 
they maffacred Ten Thoufand PerfonsinP^m. 3. The Popijh Gun- 
Powder-Plot difcovered Beginning of November 1605, defigned to 
blow up and deftroy the Peers of England ax. that Time in Parliament 
aflembled : Thus they imagined to cancel one of the three Nega- 

E e tives 
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is excepted ; the Nature of our Conftitution, the horrid 
Principles of thatReligion, and at prefentthe PopiJhChims 
to our Royal SuccefTion, can by no Means admit of it ; the 
Papifls of Maryland Penfyhania and Montferrat, feem to 
be too much indulged. By an Act of the Englijh Par- 
liament incorporated with the Act of Union of Scotland 
and England, Anno 1707 ; the Church of England is, 
and forever hereafter mall be the eftablifhed Religion in 
the Territories belonging to England, viz. in the Planta- 
tions : Therefore, the Church of England is at prefent, 
and mufi: continue in Perpetuity the eitabli/hed national 
Religion of the Plantations, being one of the fundamen- 
tal Articles of the Union ; Earl of J — lay a great Law- 
yer, upon a certain Occafion in a Speech in the Houfe 
of Lords well obferved, " That there were only two 
Articles of Union unalterable, viz. Thofe relating to Re- 
ligion, and the Proportion of Taxes." Antecedent to 
Anno 1707 it feems that a general Toleration limited as 
above was the religious Eftablifhment of our Colonies ; 
1. In their Charters and Grants, there is no Preference 
given to the Church of England. 2. The Act of Uni- 
formity in the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, 
was prior to the Colonies in America. 3. In the Act of 
Uniformity, Beginning of King Charles lid's Reign, are 
mentioned only " the Realm of England, Dominion of 
Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed." 4. By a 
hte Act of the Britifri Parliament for the naturulizing Fo- 
reigners in the Plantations ; receiving the Sacrament in 
any Proteftant Congregation is a Qualification ; therefore 
it did not extend to the Plantations. 

I know of no doctrinal * Difference between the Laity 
of the Church of England, and the Laity of the three 

Denominations 

tives of the Englijh Legiflature. 4. The Butcherly Maflacre of the 
Proteftants in Ireland, Anno 1641, by the Irifh Papifts. Many fuf- 
pecled, that it was by the Inftigation and Direction of the Court of 
England, at that Time making precipitate great Advances towards the 
Roman Catholick Religion. 

* Predefiination and Free-Will feem to be only private Opinions, 

' but 
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Denominations of Protectant DifTenters ; who are thus 
diftinguifhed from other DifTenters, becaufe they take out 

Licenfes 

■ i " ■ — ■'■ — ■ — i — ■ " > 

but not a national Church Dotfnne, with us ; they feem both to be 
Orthodox, the firft from the Omnifcience and Preference of a fupreme 
Being,the other from theConftitution and inward Feelings of Mankind : 
How to reconcile them is a Myftery and not to be canvaffed ; here we 
mull fay with the fimply good Laplander (when questioned concerning 
fome of ourChriftian Myfteries, by a SWi/Z/frMifiionary) Gop- Knows. 

Free- Will, That all the phyfical and moral Evils which ive pcrcci-ve 
amongjl Mankind, proceed from the Abufe we make of this Liberty ; 
This Opinion feems the moft confident, with the Good of Society. 

Predeftination, That every Thing comes to pafs by a fatal Necejfity, 
in a ftricl: abfolute Senfe, is pernicious to a good Life and to Society, 
and encourages an abandoned wicked Life : It annihilates all Reli- 
gion, if good Works do not forward, nor bad Works hinder Salva- 
tion, the Fear of GOD and the keeping of his Commandments are 
of no EffecL We muft acknowledge ihdXPredefti nation in fome political 
Views has a good Eficcl ; this turns mcinto anAnnotationalDigreflion, 

There are many Things, which in a curfory, not well-pointed View 
(as Painters exprefs it) feem Shocking, but in a proper political View are 
beautiful and unavoidably confident with Society ; I fhall mention a 
few Inftances. i. Predeftination for military Men j Mahomet, and 
Cromivel, found a vaft Advantage by this Doctrine ; the Mahometans 
have improved this Doclrine very much amongil: their Militia, viz, c 
If they conquer they have Profit and Glory in this World, if killed in 
Battle, they have Paradife in the next. z. A difTolute thoughtlcfs 
Way of Life, but fo regulated, as not to be enormous and prejudicial 
to Peace and good Neighbourhood ; without this tacit Allowance, wo 
ihould be at a Lofs for a fufficient Number of Soldiers and Sailors 
upon Occafion. 3. Pinching of the very mean Labourers or working 
People, by lowering or keeping their Wages much under ; hereby 
our Merchants can afford in foreign Markets to underfed the Merchants 
of other Countries, and confequently vent more of their Produce or 
Manufacture : Befides, let us fuppofe, their Employers in Generofity 
andBeneficence to allow moreWages,than are meerly fufficient to pro- 
vide them the Necelfaries of Life,perhaps, fome few of them, may lay 
up this Surplus, and in a fhort Time alpire higher than this their 
mean Labour, thus their Labour is loft ; but the greateft Part would 
idle away fo much Time (a Day or two in the Week loft to tie 
publick Good) as this Surplus could fupply with NecefTaries, to the 
leffening of our Manufa&uries, &c. 4. Encouraging of a great Con- 
fumption of Britijh Goods by Luxury and extravagant Equipage in 
our Colonies, is thought by fome wrong-headed Men to be a Benefit 
to the Mother-Country : this is a grand Miftake, becaufe Indullry 
and Frugality in all Subfervients, is requifue, othervvays they cannot 

lonr 
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Licenfes for their Meetings or religious Affemblies in 
England, I mean the Prejbyterians, Independents, and An- 
abaptijls, thefe laft at prefent feem to differ from the others 
only in the Manner and Age proper to receive Baptifm. 
My. being prolix in this Point, is defigned not to dictate, 
but to contribute towards conciliating their Affections to 
one another ; their doctrinal Religion is the fame, their 
Eftablifhment or legal Toleration the fame ; they differ 
only nominally, or in Denominations ; if any of thefe 
Denominations mould be angry with me, I give them 
this fliort anticipating Anfwer, I am independent and of 
no Party, but that of Truth. 

The Differences in the Modes of Baptism are not ef- 
fential ; my Voucher is the Bifhop of London our Dio- 
cefian, noted by his printed pious fuper -excel lent Paftoral 
Letters ; in a Letter to the Reverend Mr. Miles, a Rector 
of the Church of England in Bofion, dated Fulham Sept. 
3. 1724. " I have been informed within thefe few 
" Days, by a Bifhop who had a Letter from Bofion, that 
" fome of the Miniflers there, begin the Difpute about 
" the Validity and Invalidity of Baptifm-, adminiftred by 
°" Perfons not epifcopally ordained. This was advanced 
"in England fome Years ago, by the Nonjurors, Ene- 
<c mies of the Protejlant Religion and prefent Govern- 
* c ment. The Bifhops in Convocation then affembled, fet 
" forth a Paper, proving and declaring, that Baptifm 
« by Water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
cc Ghoft, by what Hand foever adminiftred or however ir- 
w regular, is not to be repeated : This Doctrine, the 
" great Patrons of our Church maintain'd againft the 



long afford to continue this Confumption reckoned a Benefit to Great- 
. « itain. 5. Running in Debt produces depreciating Money-making 
Aff- lies (having fecured the real Value of their own ufual Sala- 
ries and Wages) towards Romantick &c. Expeditions or any Paper- 
Money requiring Affair ; and procures Voluntiers for fuch Expeditions 
by fcreening Debtors from theirCreditcrs,thus,and by other(I muft not 
fay iniquitous) A&s for the Relief of Debtors, hurt Creditors and the 
Credit of the Country very much. 

Puritan* 
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" Puritans in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King 
" James I. Confidering the Views with which this Doe- 
" trine has been lately advanced here, by the Nonjurors •» 
" if any Miffionary fhall renew this Controverfy, and ad- 
" vance the fame, / Jhall efteem him an Enemy to the 
" Church of England, and the Proteftant Succeffion, and 
" fhall deal with him accordingly." Dodwel carried this 
Affair of Baptifm to a ridiculous Height, viz. That 
Souls of Men were naturally mortal, but Epifcopal Baptifm 
makes them immortal. 

The Differences in offering up their Prayers, to the 
Supreme Being are not effential ; whether, 1. By Liturgy, 
a printed Form, called in the Church of England, Com- 
mon Prayer. 2. Memoriter, though generally compofed 
by fome Directory, or Cuftom, or Habit ; as amongft 
the three Denominations of Proteftant Diffenters. 3. 
Random extempore Prayers of the Sober-minded -, I do 
not mean the profane enthufiafiick Prayers of New- Lights 
and others, which they impioufly call, Praying as die 
Spirit fhall give them Utterance ; Infpirations are ceafed. 
4. Mental Prayers, thefe are called Quietifts, fuch are the 
Englifh Quakers, the Dutch Mennifls or Mennonites, the 
Spanifh, French, and Italian Molinifts, they are of Opi- 
nion that in our Devotions, we are to retire our Minds 
from all Exteriors, and fink into a pious Frame of Si- 
lence ; that ufing of Words or attending to Words, in- 
terrupts Devotion, and they reduce all the Exercife of 
Religion to this Simplicity of Mind : In fhort, Qui- 
etifts are of Opinion, that the great GOD ought to be 
adored in Silence and Admiration •, that Words and Ce- 
remonies divert true Devotion, to material Sounds and 
Objects. Our Quakers fay, that their filent Meetings 
are the moft edifying. A ftrict Uniformity in 
Religion does not people a Country, but depopu- 
lates, and particularly fends away the beft of their 
People, the induftrious peaceable confeientious Diffenters. 
The Revocation of the Edict of Nantz hurt France 
very much by fending away many of their, beft Manu- 
facturers 
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facturers and Artificers ; to the great Benefit of Great- 
Britain and Holland, where an extenfive companionate 
charitable Toleration is eftablifhed by Laws and Plakkaats. 

3. In our Colonies, People of all Religions are under 
the coercive Power of the Civil Government ; therefore 
at prefent, any other Government in the feveral Denomi- 
nations of Churches, might have the bad Effect of Itn- 
perium in Imperio, i. e. Confufion : In Fact, in our Plan- 
tations, at this Time, there is no real Provincial Church 
Government, and confequently do not differ in this Re- 
flect •, the Bifhop's CommiJJary is only a nominal Office ; 
the annual Meetings of the Independant or Congregational 
Clergy, in Bofton End of May at the Solemnity of the 
Election of a Provincial Council .; and the yearly Pilgri- 
mage of fome Quakers, are only upon a laudable friend- 
ly Account. Perhaps a Super intendant of the Miffionaries 
from the Society of 1701, might have a good Effect ; 
with a Power, and Inftructions, to remove Miffionaries 
from one Station to another, as the Interefl of propagat- 
ing the Gofpel might require. As an Hiftorian, every 
Thing is in my Province. Some who do not underftand 
Propriety of Characters, think, I ought not to mention 
the Clergy -, but as a Writer of Hiftory, I cannot avoid 
it, without being reckoned deficient, and partial in the 
Affairs of the Clergy. 

4. The Veftments of the Clergy are not to be faulted : 
They are not effential to Religion •, all Communions feem 
to affect fomething peculiar in this Refpect -, the Gown, 
Caffock, Girdle, Rofe, Surplice, Sec. of the Church of Eng- 
land •, the plain black Gown of the Officiating Clergy in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and Hugenots of France -, the black 
Gown with Frogs in the Country Minifters of Scotland ; 
the black Cloak of the Independants ; the antiquated Ha- 
bit of the Quakers, particularly of their Extorters. 

Perhaps, at prefent, many Religions, are fo loaded 

with verbal Differences or Controverfies, and with enthu- 

fiajlick devotional Terms ; that they are become an Affair 

not of Piety, Sincerity and Truth, but a Jumble of in- 

fignificant 
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fignificant technical Words and Cant-Phrafes : As for- 
merly, inftead of true [olid Philofophy and natural Hiflory, 
there was in the Schools only a pedantick metaphyseal 
Jargon, which by this Time has received a notable Refor- 
mation ; fo I doubt not, that Religion in Time may ad- 
mit of the like Purity and Simplicity. 

In Great-Britain there are three diftinct Societies for 
propagating Chriftian Proteftant Knowledge or Religion 
in foreign Parts, incorporated by Royal Charters. 

1. Anno 1649. The Parliament of England, granted a 
Charter to a Prefident and Society, for propagating the 
Go/pel in New-England •, at the Reftoration it was laid 
afide,but by Sollicitation a newCharter was granted l^Car. 
II. February 7, to a Society or Company for propagating 
the Gofpel in New-England, and Parts adjacent in Ame- 
rica, the Number of Members not to exceed 45, and the 
Survivers to fupply Vacancies •, they appoint Commiffi- 
oners in New-England to manage Affairs there : This 
Charity has been helpful to fome of the Preachers mNew- 
England who have fmall Provifion. 

2. Anno 1709 by Charter there was eftablifhed in Scot- 
land a Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge a- 
mongft the Highlanders ; 4 Geor. I. their Charter was ex- 
tended to all Infidel Countries beyond Seas ; they have 
a confiderable Fund, they have had a Mifllonary upon 
the New-England Weftern Frontiers, and another upon 
its Eaftern Frontiers •, the laborious Mr. Brainard, late- 
ly dead, was their Mifllonary amongft the Indians upon 
the Northern Frontiers of Penfyhania and the Jerftes. 

3. A Society for propagating the Gofpel in foreign 
Parts, eftablifhed by Charter June 16. Anno 1 701, their 
certain Fund is very fmall, they depend upon Subfcripti- 
ons and cafual Donations ; their fubferibing and corre- 
fponding Members at prefent, are upwards of 5,000 ; 
in the American Colonies, near 60 Miflionaries ; their 
annual Expence exceeds 4,000 £. St. We may find by 
their Charter, by their annual Society-Sermons, and by 
the yearly Narratives of the Progrefs of this Society -, 

that 
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that the principal Defign is to propagate Chriftian Know- 
ledge, that the Indians may come to the Knowledge of 
Christ ; to preach the Gofpel to the Heathen ; the 
Care of the Indians bordering upon our Settlements, and 
fochJike Expreffions : A fecondary Defign is, to officiate 
where there is no Provifion, or only a fmall Provifion for 
a Gofpel Miniftry. Many good Things were originally 
intended by this Charcer, and doubtlefs the fame good 
Intentions continue with the Society ; but in all publick 
diftant Affairs the Managers at Home may be impofed 
upon : here I beg Leave of the Miffionaries, as an Hif- 
torian to relate Matters of Fact ; if any Miffionary thinks 
that I deviate from the Truth, he may corredl me, and 
I mail be more explicit and particular in the Appendix. 
The Remarks which I mall make at prefent are 1. The 
Miffionaries do not concern themfelves with the Conver- 
fions of the Indians or Heathen •, the Miffionaries of 
Albany in the Province of New-Tork, have at Times vi- 
fited the Mohawks. 2. Inftead of being fent to refide 
and ferve their Millions in our out Town new Settle- 
ments (where, in the- Words of their Charter) " the 
Provifion for Minifters is very mean, or are wholly des- 
titute and unprovided of a Maintenance for Minifters* 
and the publick Worfhip of GOD," they are fent to the 
Capitals, richeft, and beft civilized Towns of our Pro- 
vinces -, as if the Defign and Inftitution were only to 
bring over the tolerated fober, civilized Difienters, to the 
Formality of faying their Prayers -\- Liturgy-Fa- 
fhion. In the Colony of Rbode-IJland, difcreet able Mif- 
fionaries are requifite. 

The Britifh Miffionaries of the three diftinct Societies^ 
are much deficient, when compared with the Miffionaries 
of other Nations amongft the Heathen. 1 . For many 

Years 
1 '■ ■■ . 1 i n 1 i n — —— — — — — »— — — - -^i 

•f- I do not intend to derogate from the Liturgy or Common- Prayer 
of the Church of England, from their Veftments, and other Deco- 
rations and Ceremonies (which fome Puritans call Ecdefiafiical Sce- 
:-ery) from their Fafts and Feftivals. Becaufe. u So much of the 

Roman. 
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Years lad pair, we have frequent Accounts of many nu- 
merous Converfions of the Heathen in the Ea/i- Indies by 
the Banijh Chriftian Proteftant Miflionaries, which not 
only * propagates our Chriftian Religion, but in a political 
View brings over the Aborigines and fecures them in a 
national Intereft. 2. The French MilTionaries in Canada 
are indefatigable, and thereby ferve the Intereft of France^ 
equally with that of Chriftianity. 3. The Popijh Mifli- 
■ ■ 1-— ■» ■■ -~——"—^«"——^-™-»™—— «—«_««. 

Roman Breviaries and Ceremonies, were to be retained, as were con- 
fident with the Reformation ; that the Tranfuus or Change with the 
Vulgar might be more eafily complied with. 2. Thofe of the Con- 
feflion of Aujbury, and Heidelberg in Germany, the Hugonots of France, the 
Dutch eftablifhed Church, &c . have printed Forms of Prayer, and a fixed 
Pfalmody. 3 . The Greek and Armenian Churches tolerated in the Turkijb 
and Perjian Dominions, muft have vanifhed many Centuries ago, if it had 
not been for the outward Shew of the Veftments of their Clergy, De- 
corations of their Churches, their Fads and Feftivals. 4. To the 
Weftminfter Prefbyterian Confeflion of Faith, is annexed a Directory 
for the publick Worfhip of GOD, amongft other Things the feveral 
Heads to be obferved in their publick Prayers are directed. 

* Miffionaries may be ufeful in a double Capacity, 1 . Civil, that 
is, by bringing thofe wild Nations or Tribes, into the Intereft world- 
ly or political of their Conftituents, and of keeping them fteady in the 
fame. 2. Religious, for this they are principally defigned, to convert 
the Heathen to the Religion of their own Country ; by Purity of 
Doflrine and exemplary Life to eftablifh Religion and good Manners 
amongft them ; they ought chiefly to inculcate, that true Happinefs 
confifts in Health and Virtue ; that the Eflentials of Religion are to 
be good and wife. Mr. Hubbard, in his Hiftory of the Troubles in 
New-England by the Indians, gives a wrong Turn, in terming it, 
** The Indians carrying on the Dejigns of the Kingdom of Darknejs" 
whereas we do not know of any Indians, that ever attempted to per- 
vert our People in Affairs of Religion, nor to make them abjure 
the Chriftian Religion — The moft noted and deferving Englifh Miffi- 
onary, that hitherto has appeared in our Britijh North- America Colo- 
nies, was the Rev. Mr. John Elliot of Roxbury, called the Indian E- 
vangelift, he was educated at Cambridge in England, came over to New- 
England, Anno 163 1, was 60 Years Minifter of Roxbury, adjoining to 
Bofton, his Succeffor Mr. Walter is now living, a very extraordinary 
Inftance of no more than two Incumbents in the Space of 120 Years 
in Succeffion. Mr. Elliot died 1690 JEt. 86. His Indian Bible (it 
was in Natick Indian) was printed at Cambridge 1664 » after his 
Death it was republifhed with the Corre&ions of Mr. Cotton Minifter 
of Plymouth. 

F f onaries 
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onaries in China from feveral European Nations, by their 
Mathematical Ingenuity, and their Omnia Omnibus, have 
been very ufeful to Chriftianity. 

A Digression 
Concerning the Settling of Colonies in general ; with an U- 
topian Amujement, or loofe Propofals, towards regulating 
the British Colonies in the North Continent of America. 
It is a common but miftaken Notion, that fending a- 
broad Colonies, weakens the Mother-Country : Spain is 
generally adduced for the Inftance ; but Spain being ill 
peopled does not proceed from thence, it is from their 
native Sloth, from driving all the Moors out of that 
Country, from a rigorous Inquifition in religious Affairs, 
from vaft Numbers of Friers and Nuns who do not labour 
and who are not allowed to propagate their Species, for 
this Reafon, and from the Popes being Landlords only for 
Life •, the Popes Dominions in Italy are almoft defolate 
of People, but not from fending out of Colonies - 9 they 
have no Colonies. 

The Grandeur of Phanicea, Greece, and Rome, was 
much owing to their Colonies ; they made no Complaints 
of their Colonies depopulating their refpecYive Mother- 
Countries. The many and large Dutch Colonies in the 
Eafi Indies, do not depopulate Holland, but are the chief 
Foundation of their Wealth. How vaftly rich, muft 
France have been in a very fhort Time, if the good Car- 
dinal Fleury's Scheme of Trade and Colonies had been 
followed, in place of their idle Romantick Land-Con- 
quefts in Europe. 

The People fent from Great-Britain and their Progeny 
made vaftly more profitable Returns, than they could pof- 
fibly have done by their Labour at Home : 1 do not 
mean Idlers and Soldiers fent only for the Defence of un- 
neceffary multiplied Colonies ; this feems to be bad Po- 
licy, by exhaufting their Mother Country both of Men 
and Money. If any neighbouring foreign Settlement 
lecomes noxious, let us demolim or difmantle it, when 

in 
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in our Power ; and prevent, by Treaty or Force any 
future Settlement ; this will be fufficient and profitable. 
The Nations of Great Britain are not a numerous Peo- 
ple, and therefore cannot fwarm fo much (in Allulion to 
Bees) as fome other Countries of Europe : We have 
found and do practice two confiderable Expedients, to 
fupply this Defecr. 1. Importing and naturalizing of 
Foreigners ; witnefs the late incredible Growth of the 
Province of Penfylvania, from the Importation of Pala- 
tines and Strajlurghers from Germany. By an Act of 
Parliament, any Foreigners who after the iftof July 1740, 
fhall refrie in any of his Majefiy's Colonies feven Years 
or more, without being abfent above two Months at a 
Time from the Colonies, and fhall bring a Certificate of 
his having received the Sacrament within three Months in. 
fome Proteslant Congregation, and of taking the Oaths to 
the Government before a Juftice, and regiftering the fame, 
fhall be deemed as natural-bom Subject. 2. Importing 
and employing of * Slaves from Africa \ in the Wed- In- 
dia or Sugar-Wands, and in the Southern Diftrift of the 
Briiifh Colonies in North- America ,they are about 300,000 
at the Charge of about 30 / Sterl. per An. per Head. 
Thefe Negro Slaves are employed in the Produce of all 
our Sugars, Tobacco, Rice, and many other valuable Com- 
modities. 

The Difcouragements and Hindrances of the Growth 
of our Plantations, which require to be remedied, are all 
Impresses, becaufe hithertoour Plantations have no fpare 
Hands. 1. In lifting of Landmen as Soldiers to ferve 
without their feveral Provinces or Colonies : All the Co- 
lonies want more People, and Whites, Natives of Ame- 
rica, do not well bear Tranfplantation ; of the two Com- 
panies fent from Majfachufetts-Bay in New -England many 



* From Obfervation and Experience, it feems to be an eftablifhed 
Opinion, that a Negro Man of 40 JEt. is in Value equal to a Negro 
Boy of 10 iEt. and proportionally in, their other Ages upwards and 
downwards. 

Years 
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Years ago for the Relief of Jamaica, not above 6 Men 
returned ; of the 500 Men fent to Cuba Expeditions, not 
exceeding 50 Men returned •, of the 4000 Men Volun- 
tiers upon the Expedition to Louijbourg, one Half died 
of Sicknejfes •, and they who returned, came Home with 
a Habit of Idlenefs, and generally confumed more than 
they earned, and confequently were worfe than dead : 
Inliftments to be allowed only occafionally in Cafes of 
Invafions or Infurrections in the neighbouring Provinces. 
2. Imprefling of Idlers, and imprefling of Sailors from 
the inward-bound Trade, leaving aboard proper -Perfons 
to take Care of the Intereft, though in itfelf illegal, is by 
Cuftom connived at, but this Connivance is abufed by 
fome Commanders, imprefling Men who in a fpecial 
Manner are exempted by Act of Parliament, fuch as fo- 
reign Sailors, Tradefmen's Apprentices, whole Crews of 
Merchant-Ships outward bound, and cleared out, without 
fecuring the Veffels from Difafters, and the Goods from 
Embfzzelments. 

1. By Act of Parliament, amongft thofe exempted from 
Impreffes, are, every Foreigner, whether, Seamen or Land 
Men, who (hall ferve in any Merchant-Ship or Privateer, 
belonging to the Subjects of Great-Britain. There are 
likewife exempted from being impreffed into his Majefty's 
Service, every Perfon being of the Age of 55 Years or 
under 1 8 ; every Perfon who (hall ufe the Sea, fhall be 
exempted from being impreffed for the Space of two 
Years, to be computed from his firft going to Sea ; and 
every Perfon who having ufed the Sea, mall bind him- 
felf Apprentice to ferve at Sea, fhall be exempted from 
being impreffed for the Space of three Years, to be com- 
puted from the Time of binding. 

2. The Navy may be ferved without violent ImprefTes, 
we have many Inftances of brave, active, gallant Com- 
manders, who have carried on Affairs committed to their 
Truft with good Expedition and Succefs, without diftref- 
fing of Trade ; but meerly by voluntary Inliftments, 
having gained the Affection of Sailors in general, by uf- 

ing 
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ing thofe Men with Humanity and Benevolence •, a noted 
Inttance we have of this in Sir Peter Warren, a Gentle- 
man of an univerfally acknowledged good Character, na- 
turally good and human, always friendly to Trade, be- 
nevolent, beloved by his Officers and common Sailors, 
afiiduous and conftant, therefore fuccefsful and fortunate. 

3. If the Foremaft Men aboard Men of War were 
more humanly ufed by all their Officers, perhaps there 
would be no Occafion for Imprefles : Their Encourage- 
ment in Times of War is very confiderable, viz. That 
all Officers, Seamen and Soldiers, on board every Britijh 
Man of War, fhall have the fole Property of all Ships 
and Merchandize they fhall take after the 4th of January 
1739 in Europe, and after the 24th of June 1740 in any 
other Part of the World -, to be divided in fuch Propor- 
tion as the Crown fhall order by Proclamation, as alfo a 
Bounty of 5 /. for every Man which was living on board 
any Veffel To taken or deftroyed, at the Beginning of the 
Engagement •, by Proclamation the Dividends were to 
the Captain 3 8ths, if under the Command of an Ad- 
miral or Warrant Commodore, one of thofe three Eighths 
is to the Admiral or Commodore •, 1 8th to the Lieu- 
tenants and Mafter •, 1 8 th to the Warrant Officers -, 
1 8th to the Petty-Officers, and 2 8ths to the private 
Men. By Aft of the General Affembly of Maffachufetts- 
Bay, the Provincial armed Veffels in dividing their Cap- 
tures, 2 8ths is allotted to the Captain, and 3 8ths to the 
private Men, becaufe the private Men of a Provincial 
Privateer are fuppofed to be good Livers and Inhabitants, 
thofe belonging to Men of War are generally abandoned 
Vagrants, and any additional Pence renders them more 
diflblute and incapable or negligent of their Duty. 

There are many other Encouragements to provide the 
Navy with Voluntier Sailors •, and to prevent arbitrary 
and violent Imprefles, unnatural in a free Britijh Confti- 
tution ; for Inftance, 

4. For the better encouraging foreign Seamen to ferve 
on board Britijh Ships, it is enacted, That every fuch 

foreign 
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foreign Seaman, who fhall after the firft Day of January 
1739, nave ferved during the War, on board any Britijh 
Man of War, Merchant-Ship, or Privateer, for two Year?, 
fiiall be deemed a natural-born Subject of Great- Britain, 
and fhall enjoy all the Privilege?, fee. as an actual Na- 
tive of Great Britain — Provided, that no Perfon thus na- 
turalized, fhafl be of the Privy Council, or mall have 
any Place of Truff. civil or military, or have any Grant 
of Lands from the Crown. Impreffing of Seamen 
for the Service of the' Navy, prevents the Increafe of 
Shipping and Seamen in the Colonies, and occafionaliy 
makes * Riots and dangerous Tumults ; the impr effing of 
Seamen has in Part been redreiTed by a late Act of Par- 
liament. There had long fubfiiled a Difpute between 
the Admiralty and the Trade, concerning the impr effing of 
Sailers : The firft infifted that, Commanders of Priva- 
teers, and Matters of Merchant- Men, did encourage De- 
fertion from his Majejly's Ships of War by entertaining 
and hiring Deferters ; the Merchants complain'd of the 
great Hardships upon Trade and Navigation, from the 
arbitrary unreafonable Imprefs of Hands by indifcreet 
Captains and Commanders : To accommodate this Affair 

* Our Province in a peculiar. Manner (I am apt to call MaJTachuJetts- 
Bay our Province, becaufe, at this Writing, of my Refidence there) 
requires fome more fevere Acls againft Riots, Mobs, and Tumults. The 
leaft Appearance of a Mob (fo called from Mobile Vulgus) ought to be 
fupprefied, even where their Intention in any particular Affair is of 
it felf very good ; becaufe they become Nurferies for dangerous 
Tumults ; 1 fhall give an Inftance or two in Bojlon. 1. A few Years 
ago, a Houfe of notorious evil Fame, known by the Name of Mo- 
ther Gr — »'s, was ranfackt by a fmall Mob in Prefence of, fome fay, 
by Inftigation of fome well-meaning Magistrates, the Confequence 
was, the Mob a few Days afterwards demolifhed the publick Market 
Houfe, and carried off the Materials for their own private Ufe. 2. 
For fome Years part upon the 5th of Nov. being the Anniverfary Gun- 
Ponjuder-Treafoa Day, feveral Mobs, have carried about Pageants of the 
Pope, the Devil, and Pretender ; thefe Gun-Powder-Treafon Mobs 
yearly increafe ; a few Days after the Gun-Powder-Treafon Pagean- 
tries or Mobs, an Imprefs in Bojlon Harbour, with the recent Accident 
of two Men in Bojlon, being murdered by a Prefs-Gang, occafioned 
4 very great Tumult in Bofion. 

the 
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the Parliament of Great Britain in their Wifdom paffed 
an Act Anno 1746, that Privateers or Merchant-Men har- 
bouring Deferters from the King's Ships, mould forfeit 
50 £. St. per Man •, and any Officer of a Man of War 
imprejfing any Sailor (Deferters excepted) on Shore or on 
Board mould pay 50 £. St. for each Man imprejfed. This 
Act is only in Relation to the Sugar- JJland Colonies -, it 
might eafily when in Agitation have been extended to 
the Continent Colonies of North-America by proper Ap- 
plication of their feveral Agents ; in a particular Man- 
ner New-England claimed this Exemption (if their Agents 
had had that Addrefs, Intereft, Vigilancy and Affiduity 
which their Duty required) by having lately fuffered fo 
much in their Perfons and Purfes by a voluntary Expe- 
dition in Favour of their Mother-Country againft Louif- 
lourg : I am apt to think that being too forward beyond 
our natural Abilities, may give the Miniftry at Home fome 
Reafon to imagine, that New-England is fo increafed in 
People, as to have many Idlers to fpare ; as appears by 
their Order for two Regiments of Soldiers (or 2000 Men) 
from hence, in Addition to the Garrifon of Louijbourg : 
At prefent, I hope the Miniftry are convinced that New- 
England cannot fpare Idlers fufficient to make one Regi- 
ment compleat. I fpeak for the Intereft of the Country, 
and impartially in general, my Intereft being in that 
Country fome may wrongly think that I am partial. 

Before the Plantation or Colony Trade took Place, the 
Trade of England conbfted only in theExportation of Tin* 



* Britain furpafles all the World for Woollen Manufactures and for 
Tin; the Phoenicians had Colonies in the Cajffiteredcs or BritiJJj Iflands, 
becaufe of their Tin, there is no known Place of the Earth, where 
fuch Quantities of Tin are to be found ; Mr. Davenant, a former In- 
fpector General of the Imports and Exports, in his Reports Anno 
171 1, writes, that the Contrad for Tin, was 1600 Tun Stannery 
Weight, or 17 14 Tun, 508 lb. Avordupois Weight ; which is more 
than is taken off by foreign Exportation and Home Con lump tion, and 
may tend to make the Commodity a Drug. 

JLead y 
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Lead, Leather, f Grain, and * Wool ; by Colonies our 
Trade and Navigation is vaftly improved ; Cromwell and 
the Rump Parliament, had good Notions of Trade in ge- 
neral, and particularly of the Plantation Trade ; they had 
a Scheme to bring the Butch to Reafon, for fome Out- 
rases they had done us in our Spice Trade and other 
Affairs, but the fubfequent Reigns of the indolent 
Charles II, and of the Popifh Prieft-Rid James II, 
were great Damps. The Addition which the Facto- 
ries and Colonies have made to our Trade and Na- 

f Great- Britain produces more Grain, than they can confume,and 
there are certain Bounties given upon its Exportation, when Prices do 
not exceed fpecified Rates ; and upon the Exportation of Manufac- 
tures from Grain, there are Bounties and Drawbacks. <v. g. Upon 
Malt, Beer, Malt Spirits. In England from a Confumption of about 
80,000 Quarters of Malt are manufactured about 1,600,000 Gallons 
of Malt Spirits, which pays upwards of 1 50,000 _£. St. per An. to the 
publick Revenue. 

* Wool and Woollens are the greateft and moft profitable Commo- 
dity of the Produce and Manufactures of Great -Britain, on which the 
Value of Lands and the Trade of the Nation do chiefly depend. 
The Gain in manufacturing of Wool is fo confiderable, that the 
greateft Penalties, even to Death, prohibits the Exportation of Wool 
not manufactured ; the Admiralty appoint Cruizers on the Coafts of 
Great- Britain and Ireland, to intercept the Exportation of Wo o!; thefe 
Penalties were extended to Wool from Ireland ; and afterwards to the 
Plantations ; by Aft of Parliament, after Dec. 1. 1699, no Wool nor 
Woollens the Produce of any of the Englifh Plantations in America, 
to be fhipp'd off on any Pretence whatfoever ; as alfo that no fuch 
Wool or Woollens the Produce of any of the Englifh Plantations in 
America (hall be loaden upon any Horfe, Cart, or other Carriage, to 
the Intent and Purpofe to be exported, tranfported, carried or con- 
veyed out of the faid Englifh Plantations, to any other of the faid 
Plantations, or to any other Place whatfoever, upon the fame Pains, 
Penalties, and Forfeitures ; which are Forfeiture of Goods and Car- 
riage and 500 £. St. fine. 

Our Woollens are above one Third of our univerfal Export. At a 
Medium our Woo! manufactured is double the Value of the Wool it 
felf ; and deducing all Charges, one Third of the neat Profit goes to 
the Landlord. We import about 5000 Bags of Spanijh or Segovia 
Wool p<r Annum, it is of a fine Grain, without a Mixture of it no 
fuperfine Cloths can be made ; but of a fhort Staple, it cannot be 
wrought without a Mixture of Engli/b ox other Wool of a longer 
Staple. 

vigatiOn 
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vigation is immenfe, viz. The India Trade, Fur and Skin 
Trade, CodFiJhery and Fijh-Oil, Naval Stores, Tobacco, 
Rice, Sugar and other Wefi-India IJland Produce. Befides 
theProfits they afford to the Planters, Merchants and Na- 
vigation Owners ; they yield great Branches of Revenue, 
to the publick Treafury, the Eajl-India Trade about 
300,000 £. St. per An. Tobacco 200,000 £. St. Sugars 
150,000 £. St. &c. 

In multiplying of Colonies there are Boundaries which to 
Advantage cannot be exceeded ; thus our Sugar- Colo- 
nies produce as much Sugar as we can vent to Profit, the 
fame may be faid of Rice, and perhaps of Tobacco •, if 
we increafe in thefe, their Prices at Market from their 
Plenty muft fall, and hot yield a fufficient Profit, 

The Regulations in the Colony-Trade, ought to be alter- 
ed according as Circumftances of Time, &c . may require, 
for Inftance, feeing by an Arret of the Council of Stace 
1726, the French Colonies are allowed to carry their Pro- 
duce directly to other Ports of Europe, but the VeiTels 
to return directly to the Ports of France from whence 
they fet out •, therefore Great-Britain feems to be under 
a Necefiity to take offall Enumerations (that of Sugar and 
Rice is lately in Part taken offj but that the VefTcls which 
carry Plantation-Goods to foreign Ports, mall clear out 
from Great-Britain, before they return to the Plantations, 
this would prevent their carrying foreign Goods to our 
Plantations directly, and would maintain the proper De- 
pendency of the Colonies upon their Mother-Country. 

The Utopian Amufement. 
I fhall conduct the general Hiftory of the Britiffj 
North America Colonies, being the firft Part of our Sum- 
mary ; by a Scheme for the better regulating thefe Co- 
lonies : It is not to be expected that fuch confiderabls 
Alterations, are to be made, and therefore may be called 
an idle Scheme ; but, perhaps, it may give fome Hints, 
towards rectifying feveral Things, which much require 
Emendations. 

G g By 
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By the general Patent of King James I. Anno i6o6± 
the Sea-Line of the Englijh North- America, at that Time 
called North and South Virginia, was to have been divid- 
ed into Colonies t of ioo Miles fquare, being for 
each Colony, ioo Miles upon the Sea ; but this 
Patent was foon vacated, and the propofed Divifions did 
not take Place : Afterwards Royal Grants were made 
at fundry Times, to various Grantees of fingle Perfonsor 
Communities, of different Humours and Views ; fo that 
Boundaries (the Countries not being well explored, Inr- 
ftance, Merimack River with Relation to the Boundaries 
of Majfachufetts-Bay and New-Hampjhire Colonies) were 
uncertain, and their Conftitutions different. The Colo- 
nies at this Time are arrived to a State of confiderable 
Maturity, and the Conveniences and Inconveniences of 
the Politia or Polity of the feveral Colonies are now ap- 
parent ; perhaps it would be for the Intereft of the Na- 
tions of Great-Britain, and for the Eafe of the Miniftry 
or Managers at the Court of Great Britain, to reduce them 
to fome general Uniformity ; referring to their feveral 
General Affemblies or Legiflatures, the railing of Taxes 
and appropriating the fame, with the Affairs relating to 
their different or fundry Produces and Trade j thefe may 
be called their municipal Laws. 

Previoufly, at the Court of Great- Britain, there may 
be conftituted A Board of Trade and Plantati- 
on s for Direction ; to be compofed of Gentlemen re- 
turned Home who have formerly been Governors of Co- 
lonies, Judges of Vice Admiralty, Confuls at foreign Ports 
of Trade, Commodores who have ferved fome Time in 
Plantation-Stations, Surveyor-General^ and Colleclors of 
the Cuftoms in the Colonies, Planters, Merchants and Fa:- 
tors who follow the PlantationTrade : Some few of thefe 
may have Sallaries, and obliged to a clofe Attendance ; the 
others may be honorary, and with equal Power of Manage- 
ment when prefent: The Agents (they are properly their 
Attorneys) of the Colonies to attend when called upon. 

f Page 204.. 

This 
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This Board being conftituted, their flrft Bufinefs may 
•be to compofe a Draught of a Body of general Laws for 
ail the Plantations (it may be called the Magna Charta 
Of the British Colonies in America) by perufing 
the prefent Law- Books of the feveral Colonies, and from 
their own perfonal Experience and Obfervation, with the 
Affiftance of the Attorney and Solicitor-General^ or of fome 
other eminent Lawyers. This Draught of general Law* 
for thePlantation to be laid before theBriti/b Parliament for 
their Approbation, and to be paffed into a publick Act 
of Parliament ; in Procefs of Time, and as Things may 
require, fubfequent Parliaments may make Additions and 
Amendments, All thefe general Laws may be comprif* 
cd in f one Pocket Volume. 

Some of thefe Plantation general Laws may relate to the 
following Articles. 

I. Property mail permanently remain as at prefent and 
tranferable according to Law, with a Claufe for quieting 
Pofiefiions. 

Proprietary and Charter-Governments to be vacated 
For Equivalents, either in Money, or a further Addition 
of Land- Property, and all Governments of the Colonies i@ 
I2 vejled in the Crown* 

The 

•f The Laws of Nations of Jong Handing have been reduced wit'u 
great Utility into a final] Compafs. The Roman Tended i are in 51 
Titles. Lewis XIV. of France, reduced all the Laws of that great 
Country into two fmail Pocket Volumes, called, Code de Louis da Af- 
faires de mer, and Code de Lenvis des dffaires d; Tare. The laws c\ 
Scotland preceeding the Union are in three Duodecimo Volumes. The 
Laws of Denmark are in one Quarto Volume. 

* To fome Original Grantees, the Government of the Colony, w< 1 
equally their Property, as that of the Soil. It lias been a Practice 
Time out of Mind, with the Dritijh Lcgijlatures, for a poblick good 
Ufe, to take away private Property, allowing proper adequate Com- 
pensation. In fuch Grants of Colonies, Government and Land Pro- 
perty are not to be deem'd forever infeparable ; the Earl of Grun-viUe 
(formerly Lord Carteret J had one Eighth of ihc Governmeu a* well 
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The Government of all the Northern American Con- 
tinent Colonies being thus in the Crown ; that Country- 
may at the Pleafure of the Court of Great-Britain, be di- 
vided into fundry Governments more uniform, equal, and 
convenient for the Attendance of Perfons concerned in 
their Provincial Courts, than at prefent ; without any 
Damage or Infraction of f Property ; moreover, the fe- 
veral Colonies will be more adequate Checks upon one 

another 

as of the Soil of Carolina* ; lately he refigned his Part of the Go- 
vernment to the Crown, retaining his eighth Part of the Soil which 
is laid off diftincl, but fome think too amply, either as an Equivalent 
for refigning his Share in that Government, or by Way of Indulgence 
as a Court : Favourite ; the People of Nenv-yerfus were fo mutinous 
for two or three Years, that the Proprietors (the Proprietors aremany^ 
for their own Eafe furrendred the Government to the Queen in Coun- 
cil, by an Inftrument dated April 17. 1702. 

f Where the Property belongs to one Family (as Earl of Gran* 
n.<ille, Lord Fairfax, Lord Baltimore, and Pens) there is no Difficulty, 
bccaufe no Damage is done to the Property of the Soil, by fubje&ing 
fome Part of it, to the Jurifdiclion of one Government, and the other 
Part of it to the Jurifdiftion of an adjacent Government ; but where 
the Property of the Soil belongs to a Community, as in three of the 
Colonies of New-England ; in fplitting of Colonies for Uniformity 
and Convenience, there feems to be fome Difficulty in dividing or ad- 
juring the Property of Colony- Lands remaining, not granted to pri- 
vate Perfons ; this Difficulty vanifhes in Courfe of Years : The Co- 
lony of Rhode- ljland has made Grants of all their Community Lands 
to fundry private Perfons many Years fince : The Colony of Connec- 
ticut fold the Remainder of their Colony-Lands, Anno 1737, being 
Seven Townfhips in its North Weft Corner, to private Perfons by 
publick Vendue, the Intereft of the Purchafe-Money, is wifely appli- 
ed towards the Support of Free Schools : In the Province of Majfa- 
<hufetti-Bay (their Government is in the Crown, but the Property of 
the Lands or Soil is in the Community) of their old Charter Colony 
Lands, not exceeding the Value of 4 or 5 Townfhips or Parifhes of 
fix Miles fquare each, remains not granted to private Perfons ; in their 
additional Province of Maine, a Line of two Townfhips deep (the va- 
luable Part of that Country) along the Sea and Rivers is already be- 
come private Property, fo that the Remainder of lefs Value, may be 
refigned to the Crown for fome valuable Confideration, to be applied 
towards paying the Province Debt : Befides by Treaty with the Indi- 
ans, Anno 1725, all thofe Lands hitherto not conveyed to private Per- 
fons, were referved to the Indians. 

N. b; 
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another in Cafes of Mutiny or Infurretlions. The feveral 
Colonies as at prefent are at length and with much Dif- 
ficulty become well- bounded and diftinguifhed (the Line 
between Maryland and Penfylvania excepted) and therefore 
without any Trouble may be reduced into the following 
Governments. 

1. Nova- Scotia. 

2. Sagadahock, Province of Main , and New-Hamffl/tre* 

3. Majfacbufetts-Bay. 

4. Rhode-IJland, and Connecticut. 

5. New-Tork, and New-Jerfies. 

6. Penfylvania, and the three lozver Counties upon Dela- 
ware River. 

7. Maryland. 

8. Virginia. 

9. North-Carolina. 

10. South Carolina. 

11. Georgia. 

Hudfon's-Bay is not a Colony, and confifts only of very 
much feparated fmall Factories or Lodges, at the Mouths 
of fome confiderable Rivers, where the Indians in their 
Canoes come to trade with Furs and Skins. Newfound- 
land is not a Colony, but only a Number of good Har- 
bours for curing of Cod-Fifh •, the Soil is good for nothing. 

As the Country and Rivers are now well explored and 
known, if the Colonies were to be new- modelled, they 
might be more diftinctly bounded as follows. 

Nova-Scotia, which is bounded by the River and Gulph 
of St. Laurence, by the Atlantick Ocean, and Bay of Fundi, 
fhall be further bounded by Boundary, No. 1. being St. 
Johns River, &c. 

JV. B. In thefe Community -Colonies, when they made Grants to pri- 
vate Perfons, if they had fubje&ed the granted Lands to fome (mall 
certain Quitrents, thefe Quitrents would have been a permanent Branch 
of the publick Revenue towards the Charges of Co-vermn<.nt ; andf 
wou'j have prevented large Trails of granted Lands from being in 
groffed laying idle and walte. 

In 
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In the Boundaries of the feveral Colonies according to 
this Scheme, I mean a due true Courfe, but not according 
to Compafs or Magnetick Needle, becaufe of the conti- 
nued irregular progreflfive Variations. 

1. St. Johns River from its Mouth up to N. I^at." 

and thence in a Courfe true North to St. Laurence River, 
called Canada River. 

2. Sagadahock Entrance and up ^uenebec River to N. 
Lac. — and then North to the River of St. Laurence. 

3. Up Mtrrimack River to its Fork in N. Lat. — near 
Endicot\ Tree, and thence North to St. Laurence River. 

4. Up Conneclicut River to N. Lat. and thence 

North to the River of St. Laurence. 

5. Up Hudfon\ River to the Carrying- Place to Wood- 
creek, by V/oodcreek and the drowned Lands to Lake Cham- 
plain, by Lake Champlain and down the River Chamblais 
to St. Laurence River. 

6. Up Delaware-Bay and River to N. Lat. , and 

thence North to Lake Ontario. 

7. Up Cbefapeak-Bay and Sefquahana River to N. Lat.' 
■ and thence North to Lake Ontario. 

8. Up Chowan Sound and Roanoke River to Long. 

Weft from London, and thence due Weft to the Apala- 
tian Mountains, or further Weft to the River Mijijfippi. 

9. Up Winea-Bay and Peddie River to W. Long. 

and thence Weft to the Apalatian Mountains or further 
to the River of Mijifftppi. 

10. Up the Savanna River to — — — W. Long, and 
thence Weft to the Apalatian Mountains, or further [to 
the great River Mijiffippi. 

11. Finally, is the New Utopian Colony of Georgia, 
■which may extend South and Weft indefinitely. 

Iflands in the dividing Bays and Rivers may be annexed 
in whole to one of the adjoining Provinces, or partly to 
one and partly to the other. 

II. In each Colony or Province, there may be a Le- 
gijlature for raifing of Taxes, and for appropriating the 

fame 
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feme to the fundry Articles of the Charges of Govern- 
ment, and for enacting of Municipal Laws, adapted to 
the peculiar Circumftances of the Colony, to be fenc 
Home (if for any confiderable Period) for Approbation : 
If prefented and not difallowed by the King in Council 

after Time, fuch Plantation Laws, mall be deem'd 

good, as if ratified. 

The Legiflatures may confifl of three Negatives ; 

1. The Governour with Advice of the King's or Go- 
vemour's Council f appointed by the Crown, with Re- 
commendation of the Board of Trade and Plantations •, 
this may be called the King's Negative. 

2d Negative may be fome particular hereditary Lords 
of large Manors ( v. g. Renjlaer, Livingjion, Beekman in 
NewTork Government) appointed by Royal Patents : 
The Qualifications may be a Land Eftate in conftituted 
Townfhips or Parilhes, not lefs than three thoufand 
Acres, and who fhall pay at lead — £ Ster. value in 
every thoufand Pound Province Rate ; fomething of this 
Nature was defigned in the beginning of Carolina Settle- 
ment. Thefe Patricii or hereditary Optimates will be a 
Credit to the Country, and may be called the Upper Houfe 
of AJJembly. Thofe Lands to be in tail general, that is 
to Females in defect of Males ( while in Females that 
Vote lies dormant, until a Male the Iflue of this Female 
fhall appear) indivifible and unalienable : This feems to be 
confonant to the fecond Negative in the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

3d Negative is the Reprefentatives of the common 
People from their feveral Diftricts •, and may be called 
the Lower Houfe of Jfembly, or the Commons Houfe of 



f In all our Colonics, Ptnfylvania excepted, the Council is one of 
the three Negatives in the Legiflature ; in King's Governments it 
feems unequal ( I do not fay abfurd ) becaufe as the Crown has the 
appointing of the Governour, and of his Council ; the Crown is veil- 
ed with two Negatives in three : therefore k is propofed, that the 
King's or Governour's Council, fhall have no other Concern in the 
Legiflature, than by Advice to the Governour in bis Negative. 

Affemlly. 
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Afembfy. At prefent they are varioufly reprefented, a3 
may appear in the following Sections, concerning the 
feveral Colonies. Perhaps a general Uniformity might be 
expedient, that is, two or more Reprefentatives from each 
County, and two Reprefentatives from each Shire Town : 
The Qualification for the Electors to be 40 / per Annum 
Sterling Value of Freehold, or 50 £. Sterling Value Prin- 
cipal in any Eftate Real or Perfonal •, the Qualification 
of the Eletled, Reprefentative or Deputy to be — per An. 
Land Rent, or — principal Eftate of any Kind clear of 
all Incumbrances. As the Reprefentatives of Counties 
and Towns are not elected as Agents for thefe Counties 
or Townfhips at the General Court, but as their Quota of 
the Commons Reprefentation in the Province ; when 
they find a Perfon well qualified in Knowledge and Ho- 
nefty though not a Town Refident ( in the out Town- 
fhips it cannot be fuppofed that the Refidents or Settlers 
do underftand much of State-Policy Affairs ) they may 
have the Privilege of electing diat Perfon though a * 
Non-Rejident, but with fome natural Intereft of Freehold 
in the County or Townfhips. 

As upon frivolous Occafions Difputes fometimes hap- 
pen between the feveral Negatives •, and thereby their 
General Afiemblics fpend much idle Time, attended 
with extraordinary Charge, and Delay of Bufinefs : 
Therefore in Times of Peace, they fhall not fit at one 
Seftion exceeding — — ■ f Days •, which will oblige the 
Reprefentatives of the People to a quicker Difpatch of 
Bufinefs, and will prevent the Governours from forcing 
them into his own interested Meafures, by an inconveni- 
ent long Attendance. 

As in fome Colonies, their AfTemblies have refufed or 

bm .. ... ■■ I. 

* In the MaJfachu/etts-Bay Colony, 5 William and Mary it was 
enafted, that no Town in the Province fhall chufe any Reprefentative, 
unlefs he be a Freeholder and Refident in fuch Town for which they 
are chofen to reprefent. 

f The Diet of Poland for this Reafon, have fuch a Regulation,^ 
eftablith'd in Perpetuity. 

neglected 
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rrtglected for fome Years following, to fupply the or- 
dinary Charges of their Governments : therefore if fuch 
a Neglect happen in any Colony for two Years running, 
the Board of Trade and Plantations mall be impowered to 
tax that Colony, and make an AfleiTment in Proportion 
to fome former Affeffment, and the ufual or laft chofen 
Collectors and Conjlables be obliged to collect the fame, 
and carry it into their refpeetive Treafuries, to be applied 
as the faid Board fhall direct, but for the Ufe of the 
Charges of the particular Colony, and for no other Ufe. 
III. Religion. " For the greater Eafe and Encou- 
ragement of the Settlers, there fhall for ever hereafter be 
a Liberty of Conference (this is in the Words of the Charter: 
df the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay) allowed in the 
Worfhip of GOD, to all Chriftians,* papijls excepted •," 
and without any peculiar religious Qualifications for Of- 
fices. As the Church of Englandby the Articles of Union 
h the national Church of all the Britifh Plantations, their 
Minifters muft be licenfed by their Diocefian ; but all 
other Communities, their Places for religious Worfhip^ 
may be licenfed by the Quarter Seflions and regiftred. 
Upon any Complaints in Cafes of Life or Doctrine of the 
Minifters, the Quarter Seflions may appoint fome know- 
ing difcreet Minifters of the Gofpel in the Neighbour- 
hood (this is a Jury of their Peers) to enquire into the 
Matter, and make a Report of their Opinion to the Quar- 
ter Seflions, Preachers and Exhort ers f not licenfed by 
the Quarter Seflions, who fhall intrude without the Invi- 
tation or Confent of Town or Parifh Minifter (as by 
their Noife and Nonfenfe they may alienate the Minds of 
weak People from their own fettled Minifters,) fhall be 

deem'd 



* Page 225. 

f Vagrant Enthufiafts, fuch as are, at this prefent Writing, Mr. 
W—f—d, and his Brethren ; if they could be (o apprivei/e or tamed, 
as to fubmit to Regulations, the Edge of their fiery Zeal might be turn- 
ed toward Indian Cchvsrfions, which wo&ld be of good U(c in a Po- 
litical as well as Religious View ; this is prattifed with go?d Effeft 

H h by 
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deemed as Fortune-Tellers, idle and diforderly Perfons^ 
Vagrants and Vagabonds. That the Parfons of the 
Church of England, and the Minifters of the tolerated 
Communities be enjoined to live in exemplary Charity 
and f Brotherhood. That their Pulpit Difcourfes may 
principally relate to Things which do not fall within the 
Cognizance of the municipal Laws •, to preach up In- 
duftry, and Frugality ; to preach down Idlenefs, a difTo- 
lute Life, and Fraud ; never to intermeddle in Affairs of 
State ; no Pulpit Invectives againft tolerated religious 
Sects, that as. Dr. Swift humouroufly exprefies it, " Their 
religious Zeal having no Vent by their Tongues, may be 
aimed into the proper Channel of an exemplary Life. 

IV. Judicatories. That in the feveral Colonies, the 
Legiflatures or General AfTemblies, may have a Power to 
erect Judicatories for Crimes capital or not capital ; for 
Pleas real, perfonal, or mixt •, and to elect Judges and 
Jullices not annually or durante Beneplacito, but for Life, 
or Quamdiu fe bene Gefferint ; and when by Reafon of 
Age in the Judges, their intellectual Faculties become lan- 

by our French Neighbours of Canada. At prefent their Zeal is ill- 
pointed ; in Towns of Bufinefs, poor deluded Tradefmen and Labour- 
ers (whofe Time is their only Eft'ate) are called off to their Exhorta- 
tions ; to the private Detriment of their Families, and great Damage 
to the Publick ; thus, perhaps, every Exhortation of W—f — d wa3 
about ioco£. Damage to Bojion in New England. 

That the MiJJionaries be canton'd along the Indian Frontiers, efpe- 
cially at the Truck or Trading-Houfes, under the Dire&ion of a Su- 
tendant or travelling MiJJionary, one for each of the Northern and 
Southern Diftridls of our Continent Colonies ; thefe MiJJionaries are 
alio to officiate in the poor Out- Townfhips or Parifhes not able to main- 
tain a Gofpel-Miniftry. 

f Dr. Humphrey, Secretary to the Society for propagating the Go- 
fpel in foreign Parts, in Anfwer to fome Complaints fent to the Society 
againft fome of their Miffionaries by the Rev. Mr. William William; 
or Ha?npJJ.ire, by his Letter dated London, Warwick Court, in Warwick 
Lane, May 29. 1735, writes, That " the Minifters of the Church of 
England, were as little as may be, to meddle with any Matters of 
ConCroverfy, but only to preach the Gofpel and adminifter the Sacra- 
ments according to the Do&rine and Difcipline of the Church of 
England. 
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guid, and their Memories fail ; they may be allowed 2 
certain yearly Penfion ; thus thefe Gentlemen will make 
the Law their Delight, Study, and only Bufinefs -, and 
be under no Temptation of being mercenary to provide 
For a rainy Day. It mull always be {uppofed that the 
Officers of the Court of Vice- Admiralty , the Officers from 
the Board of Cufioms, and the Surveyors of the Woods or 
Majling-Trees, are to be appointed by the Court of Great- 
Britain •, thejuftices of the general Seffions of the Peace, 
of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, of the Superior 
Court of Judicature, Affize and general Jail -Delivery, and 
of Probates to be elective in the feveral Provinces. That 
Appeals from the Colonies fhall be to a Court of Dele- 
gates being a Committee of the Board of Trade and 
Plantations •, and from thence in Cafes of great Con fre- 
quence to the Houfe of Lords in Great-Britain, the der- 
nier Refort of all Juftice for the Dominions of Great- Bri- 
tain, which is a Court of Law and Equity in it felf, as 
all other Courts of Judicature ought to be.* 

The four principal Executive Offices ought to be in 
Four -j- diftincT: Perfons or Boards. 1. The Governor with 
his Council. 2. The Chancery. 3. The Judges of the 
Superior Court of Common Pleas. And 4. The Judge 
of Probate of Wills and granting of Administration. 

As an Eflate Qualification, the Judges of Probates and 
Judges of the Superior Courts, fhall have a clear Eftate 
of any Sort, above what will difcharge all Incumbrances j 

paying in every Thoufand Pound Tax : Inferior 

Judges and Juftices of the Quarter Seffions a like Eftate 

* In all Nations of Europe, England excepted, Law and Equity are 
in the fame Court, in our Colonies it would fhorten Law-Suits, and 
prevent much unnecefiary Charge, by uniting two Courts into one ; 
a Number of good Judges may reafonably be fuppofed to have a 
greater collective Knowledge, and more impartial, than a fo!e J 

in Equity, Chancellor or Majltr of the Rolls ; feveral Chunallors have 
been convicted of Iniquity. 

* In Virginia from bad Policy they are all vefled in one Board, the 
(Governor and his Council : In feveral ocher Colonies two or more 
of them are in the lame Perfon or Board, 

paying 
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paying i n every Thoufand Pound Colony or Province 

Tax. 

Some Regulations to prevent Delay of Juftice, that 
Cafes may fpeedily be brought to IiTue and Execution ; 
fome Exception may be made in Cafes, where are con- 
cerned, Infants, femme couverte, Non-compos, and Perfons 
beyond Seas. In all the Ports, a Court Merchant, for the 
fummary Difpatch or Recovery of Debts belonging to 
Strangers and tranfient Traders. 

That the real Eftate of Inteftates f be indivifible, and 
go to the next in Kin. 

V. To ENCOURAGE THE GROWTH OF THE COLO- 
NIES. No Perfon fhall be carried out of the refpecYive 
Colonies, or required to march, without their' own Con- 
fent, or by a particular Refolve of their Legijlature, no 
Levies of Lands Men for Soldiers, excepting in Cafes of 
foreign Invajions, great Incur/ions of the Indians, or ge- 
neral Infurreftions in any of the Colonies : Thefe [I Levies 

f Inteftate real Eftate divided among all the Children or Collaterals, 
and in the next Generation fubdivided amongft their Children or Col- 
laterals ; will render a Colony for ever poor, becaufe depending upon 
a finall Pittance of Land, fcarce fufficient' to produce the Neceflaries of 
-Life, and being under no abfolute Neceffity of ufing further Induftry, 
they continue idle, and miferable for Life ; whereas the younger Chil- 
dren, if inftead of being Freeholders, they become Tenants (as a pub- 
lick Good) they mull be more induftrious, and raife, befides a meer 
Subfiftence, a fufficient Rent for the Landlord, and acquire a Habit of 
Indufhy : Some of their Male Children will become a Nurfery for 
the publick Land and Sea Service ; as for the Female Children, their 
Want of real Eftate will not difqualify them from being good Breed- 
ers, but incite and oblige them to accept of Hufbands when they offer. 

|| There has been no Repartition for many Years ; the Iaft was in 
this Proportion, 



Majfacbufetts - Bay 3^0 

Aftc- Ha?npjbire 40 

Rhode -JJIand 48 

Connecticut 120 

Neiv-Tork 200 



Eaft-Jtrfsy 60 

Weft -J erf ey 60 

Penfylvania 80 

Maryland 160 

Virginia 240 



Carolina at that Time was of no confiderable Account. Since that 
Time Penfylvania, from the great Importation of Foreigners and 
Jnfh, is become near equal to Majfacbufetts Bay, and the Jerfies equal 
to Kwj-York, 



to 
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to be in certain Proportions or Quotas for each Colony, 
to be fettled from Time to Time, according to their pro- 
portional Growths by the Board of Trade and Plantations. 
No Imprefs of Sailors, it hinders the Growth of their 
Trade and Navigation, the Profits center in the Mother- 
Country \ Imprejfes may occafion Tumults and Mutinies 
in the Colonies, a noted Inftance we have from that rafli 
unprecedented Imprefs * at Boslon New-England by Com- 
modore Knowles, Nov. 17. 1747. 2. Importing and na- 
turalizing 

* Small Mobs do happen in all Seaport Towns upon Imprejfes ; the 
Occafion being extraordinary this was a larger Mcb, and may be called 
a Tumult ; this Occafion in a Vote of a legal Town-Meeting, is term- 
ed an unwarrantable Imprefs, and in a Rcjolve of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives Nov. 19, it is expreffed " A Grievance vubich may have been 
the Caufe of the aforefaid tumultuous dijorderly ajfembling together." 
The Mob began early in the Morning, by Night were intoxicated 
with ftrong Drink, and ufed the Governor, upon his admonifliing them 
from the Balcony of the Court-Houfe, with very indecent, rude Ex- 
prefiions ; but with no rebellious Defign ; as drunk, they were void 
of Senfe or Defign. 

With fome Difficulty I perfwaded my felf to publifli this Annota- 
tion ; becaufe, 1. The Inhabitants of the Town of Boflon legally 
conveened, alledging that Governor Shirley in his publifhcd Letters 
with Regard to this Tumult, had fet the Town of Boflon, in a difad- 
yantageous Light, and that their Character and Reputation were much 
affected thereby ; occafioned Miiunderftandings ; but have fince by 
mutual Explanations, been amicably compofed, and therefore ought to 
be buried in Oblivion. N. B. An Exprcfiion in a former Sheet of 
this Hiftory, is faid to have occafioned thefe Mifunderftandings ; as 
fc'ie Author hopes that this Hiftory may live, he thinks himfelf obliged 
to explain that Expreffion. The Governor's Letters were wrote and 
delivered though not printed, prior to the Publication of that Sheet) 
(or Pamphlet as it is termed) which was done by a private Perfon, nofe 
by the Direction or in the Knowledge of the Town of Boflzv, confe- 
quently the Town was not in the Queftion ; the Author himfelf was 
under no Temptation to offend one Party, or to pleafure the other 
Party ; he holds no Place under the Governor, he is not a Town- 
Officer, he never had, nor ever (hall defire to have any Influence a- 
mong the Populace ; Government he adores, Tumults he abhors. 
The Expreffion is, " He was welcomed to Town again (the Town- 
Addrefsor Petition to the Governor, fays " on your Return to Town") 
by the Regiment of Militia under Arms, as is ufual upon the Recep- 
tion q{ a new Governor, or Reassumpticn of the Government" in 

Allufion 
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iuralizing of Foreigners conform to two Acts of Parlia- 
ment, An. 1740, fee P. 234 j naturalized Foreigners arc 

not 

Allufion to his Reception when he arrived from Cape- Breton to real- 
fume the Chair of Government ; there was no defigned Infinuation 
of weak Conduit ; if any Thing in the Exprefiion is exceptionable, 
it ought to be conftrued only as an Impropriety in Diftion, a Lapfe 
may be incident to any Author. 2. I do not affett fuch occafional 
Articles, they debafe a Hiflory of permanent Defign, to the low Cha- 
racter of a tranfitory News- Paper : But as this Affair is too much 
magnified, and is reprefented Home in a falfe and bad Light to the 
Disadvantage of this Town and Province ; I thought it incumbent 
upon me as an Hiftorian in Place and Time, to give a fhort impartial 
Relation of this Incident, more efpecially to obviate the Imputation 
of being rebellious, which amongft other bad EfFedls, might retard the 
Reimburfement of the great Expence incurred by New -England in 
the Reduction of Cape- Breton, and occafion a jealous Regard from 
jhe Court of Great- Britain ; from thirty Years Refidence in New 
England, I am convinced that no Britijh Subjects have a better Re- 
gard for the Hanoverian R.ace or Succeffion. Rebellion implies con- 
certed Meafures, with Provifion of Money and warlike Stores (this 
is not alledged) no Fire- Arms, they did not attempt to take PofTeffion 
of Town- Batteries and Stores, they did not take Poficffion of the 
Town-Gates [Bojlon is a Peninfula with only one Gate open by Day 
and by Night) or Court-Houfe, its lower Floor or Walks, is open and 
free to every Body without being reckoned TrefpafTers. The Gover- 
nor's Letters to the Secretary, which furprized the Town, do not feem 
to be wrote with any premeditated Defign of hurting the Character of 
the Town j but perhaps with fome Degree of Warmth, and in " ut- 
moft Hafte," and calls it an " illegible Scrawl." 

Commodcre K /, naturally rafh and imprudent, without ad- 

vjfing with the Governor and Council, and cautioning his Offi- 
cers afhore in Bojlon concerning a Mob which might probably 
enfue upon fuch an extraordinary lmprefs ; in the Night-Time with 
armed Boats did Aidnap or Ileal Ship-Builder's Apprentices, and did 
rob Ships (cleared out) of their Crews. Some of thefe Veffels be- 
long'd to Gla/coiv in Scotland, therefore he imagined, or was ill-in- 
formed, that the Gla/coiv Matters and Faftors were the Managers of 
the Mob ; and in a Tranfport of Paffion, as it was rumoured, faid, that 
all Scotchmen were Rebels ; if this be made apparent, in Quality of a 
warrant Commodore he is of Notice, and may be obnoxious to Scan- 
dalum magna turn of all the Scots Peers, and to the Refentment of every 
Scots Loyal Subject, in Hiftory, or otherwife, even to the mimitia: of 
&is Charafter. 

In the Morning Nov. 17. 1747. Upon this arbitrary unprecedented 

too 
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not to fettle in feparate peculiar Diftrifls, but intermixed- 
ly with the original Britijh, fee Page 209. Papisls ; or 
Nonjurors, fhall regifter their Names and Eftates. 

VI. Publics 

too rigorous Imprefs, fome Sailors, Strangers, belonging to two or three 
Veffels bound to Guinea and Privateering, fearing the like Fate, did in 
their own Defence affemble or afifociate, but without any Fire-Arms, 
only with the rufty CutlafTes belonging to their Veflels, fome Clubs and 
Cat -flicks ; this Appearance, as is ufual, attracted fome idle Fellows of 
low Circumftances, and lower Character, Boys and Children, which 
made the Mob appear large : This Mob fufpefting that fome of the 
Prefs-Gangs were in Town, went in Search for them, and fome wick- 
ed abandoned Fellows (a Mob is like a Brute Flock of Sheep, they 
implicitly and without Reafoning follow a Ringleader or Speaker ; 
therefore a Ringleader or Speaker, if convi&ed as fuch, ought to fuller 
for all Felonies and other Damages committed by the Mob) propofed 
to make Reprifals of the Commodore's Officers, as Hoftages for the 
Releale of the Town Inhabitants. 

This Mobtjb Affembly imagining that thofe Officers had fheltered 
themfelves (the Government was in Duty obliged to protedl them) in 
the Governor's Houfe, or in the Provincial Court- Houfe ; at Noon 
they appeared before the Governor's Houfe, and in the Evening be- 
fore the Provincial Court-Houfe ; by this Time being much intoxi- 
cated (which after a few Hours Sleep fubfides) they ufed the Gover- 
nour, who appeared in the Balcony, with indecent Language ; and 
fome naughty Boys and Children, who in Frolicks take Pleafure in the 
rattling of Glafs (fometimes they ufe the Window-Glafs of their Pa- 
rents Houfes with the fame Freedom) with Brick Batts broke fome 
Window-Glafs of the Court- Houfc,but were reproved by the real Mob, 

This Mob was lefs impetuous than the Generality of Mobs ; they 
ufed the Sea-Officers well and difmiffed them, before the Commodore 
had difmiffed the imprefled Town Inhabitants : They did not feize 
Capt. Aufcough or Erjkine, but left him at large upon his Parole. 

After the Tumult had fubfided, the Commodore advanced with his 
Fleet to infult Boflon, which he imagined had infulted him. The Go- 
vernor in his Letter from Caftle-Ifland to the Secretary, Nov. 19. 
writes, " I will endeavour to divert him from fuch Thoughts, and to 
influence him to difcharge the Inhabitants, and as many as I can in 
the End, but I cannot promife Succefs from the prefent Temper he 
is in ;" this infinuates that the Commodore was not Matter of his 
Temper, which is abfolutely requifite in a Statefmen, Commander of 
an Army, or Commodore of a Squadron of Men of War Ships. 

Nov. 19. in the Morning after the Tumult had fubfided, the Com- 
modore makes an Offer to the Governor, to come in Perfon to the 

Caille 
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VI. Pcjblick Schools and Hospitals. For the' 
Education of Youth, there fhall be one publick School or 
more in each Townfhip or Diftrict, for teaching of read- 
ing EngliJJj, Writing, and Arithmetick : In each Shire 
Town a Grammar School for the learned dead Languages 
of Greek and Latin, for Hebrew Roots Recourfe may be* 
had to the Divinity Colleges ; the Mailers of the Town 
and Country Schools to be approved of by the Quarter 
Seflions : In each Province, a Schola illuslris, or College, 
for what are called Arts and Sciences, to be regulated by 
the LegiQatures : And near the Center of the North- 
America Continent Colonies (therefore not in Bermudas, 
Dr. Barclay's Scheme,) an Univerjity or Academy to be 
regulated by the Board of Plantations, to initiate young 
Gentlemen in the learned Profeflions of Divinity, Law 
and Medicine ; in the modern, commercial and travelling 
Languages of French, Spanijh and Dutch ; in other cu- 
rious Sciences of Mathematicks, Belles Lettres, &c, and 

Cattle for the Defence of the Governor's Perfon and of the Fort, this 
appears with an Air of Vanity and Afluming ; but the Governour in 
Anfwer, juftly and with Propriety of Character, acquaints him, " That 
" he did not retire to the Cattle for Safety of his Perfon, and that he 
'* had not the leaft Apprehenfion of the Cattle's being in Danger from 
" any Moby Finally the Commodore found it advifable to retire with 
his Squadron,and after a few Days put to Sea for the Weft-India If.ands. 
The Affair of the Town-Militia not appearing in Arms when call- 
ed upon, is not eafily to be accounted for. Some fay, that 1 . The 
Militia apprehended that the Tumult was at an End, upon the Rioters 
leaving the Governor's Houfe in the Forenoon. 2. That as they were 
called upon, in Quality of Pojfe Comitatus> that is, in Aid of the civil 
Officers, and as the civil Officers did not appear to do their Duty they 
might think it prepofterous to appear firft ; but in Exigencies fuch, 
Formalities muft not be infilled upon. 3. There was no legal Alarm, 
and no written figned Orders to the Militia ; efpecially in Cafe of be- 
ing affaulted by the Tumult, in going to their Rendezvous, or at their 
Rendezvous, in their own Defence to fire fharp Shot. 4. I conjecture, 
that they were fo ttunned by this rigorous unprecedented Imprefs, and 
imagining the Affair was in Support of the Imprefs, as being illegal, 
they thought in Confequence they could not be required to fupport it. 
I am convinced it was not from any rebellious Motive ; that is, Dif- 
affection to the King and his SuccefJioii $ or to the three Branches of 
Legiflature then convened in Boftotr. . 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman Exercifes of riding the great Horfe, Fencing 
and Dancing ; from School to College, from College to 
Travel, and from Travel into Bufinefs, are the Gradations 
of a liberal Education, but for Want of Effects the Link 
of Travel is frequently wanting. 

In every Shire-Town there fhall be a WorkHoufe, to 
oblige and habituate Idlers to fome Work : Ir. is a better 
Charity to provide Work for the idle Poor, than to feed 
them •, as alfo an Alms-Houfe for the aged, infirm, and 
incurable Poor of the County : But X principally and ef- 
pecially, an Orphan-Houfe for poor Children i where 
Parents are dead or unable to provide for their Children, 
thefe Children become Children of the Common- Wealthy 
not to be brought up to * idle Learning (Reading and 
Writing excepted) but to Trades and Labour : Generally 
thefe poor Children may be bound to proper IVlafters, as 
Apprentices or Servants, the Boys to 2 1 iEt. the Girls to 
18 JEt. by the County Courts, or by three Juftices 
Quorum Unus. 

VII. || To ENCOURAGE TRADE AND NAVIGATION IM 

THE 

% This Sort of Charity I admire, it is Charity in a Political Viev/, 
as well as in Humanity ; they may become ufeful Members of the 
CommonWealth: The Aged, Infirm, and Incurable, aiefor ever 
ufelefs, and a dead Weight upon the Community ; in Countries lels 
humane,as in fome Provinces of China, where there is fcarce neceflary 
Food for their Multitudes of People, as Incumbrances they deprive 
them of Life. 

* Some Gentlemen of Obfervation fake Notice; that the late Hu- 
mour of ere&ing in Great- Britain, a Multiplicity of Free Schools and 
Charity Schools, is a Detriment to the Common Wealth : Bringing up 
fo many Youth to Learning, renders them feeble, idle, and abo. g 
Common hard Labour ; the Life of a Country. 

The prevailing Humour in the Engli/h Univerfitie?, of making a 
Bufinefs (called Criticifm) of ufing and perufing the Greek and kimzn 
Clafiicks, to difcover typographical Errors, and the Inadvertencies of a 
Tranflator, are of no Ufe to the Community ; the Liuick does not 
acquire more Wifdom, and is of no Benefit to Arts and S: iences ; 
but may prove an innocent, idle Amufemcnt to Gentlemen of Eftates. 

II The enumerated Commodities (i. e. which are not to be carried 
dire&ly to any other Ports, but to thofe of Gnat Britain) are T,n- t 

I i Pitch 
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the Colonies, i. All Enumerations be taken off t 
excepting upon fuch Commodities, that are the peculiar 
Produce of our Plantations, and which no foreign Nation 
can purchafe of any other Nation. 2. As * Animofities 
fometimes happen between Colonies, from the mutual 
impofing of high Duties upon the mutual Importation of 
Exportation of Goods, which may tend to alienate their 
mutual Affections, and may prevent or much obftruct a 
very ufeful national Intercourfe amongft the Colonies : 
Therefore no fuch Colony-Duties fhall be impofed, but 
by fpecial Ads of Parliament. 3. That all f Combinations 
and Agreements, between Workmen concerning Wages, 
&c. fhall be unlawful ; That the Employer fhall pay the 
full Prices agreed on, in Money, not in Goods, or by 
Way of Truck, with certain Penalties. 4. That the Le- 
giflatures in each Colony, may make their own || munici- 
pal or local Laws. 5. That the Governors of the feveral 
Colonies or Provinces, fhall have their Salaries out of the 
Civil Lift from Home, but fhall haVe no Salaries* or Gra- 
tuities from the refpective AfTemblies ; it has happened 
at Times in all our Colonies, that fome defigning evil 
Men, having obtained a wicked Majority in the AfTembly 
have thus biaffed and corrupted their Governours. 6. 
When Townfhips exceed 500 legal Voters for a Town- 
Meeting ; the Legiflature, or the Governour with his 



Fitch, Turpentine, Hemp, Majis, Yards, Boivfprits, Beaver-Skins, and 
Other Furs, Copper-Ore, Tobacco, Rice, Fujiick, and Other Dying Woods, 
Indigo, Cotton-Wool, Ginger, Sugar and Molajfes. 

* Molt of our Cohnies have pafled, at Times, fuch AQ.s in Defpite 
to fome other Colonies ; for Inftance, Anno 1721 MaJJachufetts-Bay 
artd Ne'w-Hafnpjhire by Acls of their General Affemblies, didimpoie 
unreafonable Duties upon their mutual Imports and Exports. 

f This is conform to an Aft of Britijh Parliament Anno 1 726,- with 
Relation to Workmen employed in the Woollen Manufactures. 

|| Roman Colonies, were foreign Lands peopled (Coloniam ducere) 
by native Roman Families, though governed by Roman Laws and Of- 
ficers ; they had alfo municipal By -Laws, made by the PrafeSIus, Se- 
nates, Pcpulufque of the Colony, that is, in our Idiom, by the Gover- 
nor, Council, and Rcprefentatives. 

Council, 
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Council, may appoint a certain || Number for Life, or 
Number of Years, of the mod knowing, difcreet, and 
fubftantial Men of the Town, to aft in every Thing, in 
PJace of a general Town-Meeting ; excepting in Electi- 
ons of Rep r efentatives or Deputies for the General AC 
fembly ; in every Townfhip all Papifis to regifter their 
Names and Eftates. 7. That all VeiTels, thofe from 
Great-Britain not excepted, be liable to Tunnage or Pow- 
der-Money, it being tov/ards the Protection of their Trade 
and Navigation. 8. That no Man (even with his own 
Confent) fhall be infilled in actual Land or Sea Service 
under 20 JEt. nor above 52 TEt •, this is conform to a 
Jate Act of Parliament, for enlifting Marine Soldiers. 

VIII. Taxes. The different Nature of the feverai 
Colonies, will not admit of any general Taxations •, there- 
fore die various Taxes muft be local, adapted to the Con- 
veniencies of each Colony •, here I fhall only obferve, 

1. That in thefe Colonies (in North-Carolina there is no o- 
ther Tax) where there is a Poll-Tax upon all Male Whites 
from 1 6 JEt. and upwards, it feems not equitable that a 
Chimney-Sweeper or the meaneit of the People fhould pay 
as much (as at prefent in MaJJachufetts-Bay) as a Counfellor 
or Prime Merchant •, the People ought to; be claffed and 
pay in Proportion,according to their Rank and Subftance, 

2. That as Wines and Spirits are not the NecefTaries qf 
Life (and therefore Hardlhip upon the Poor, is not in the 
Cafe) there may be a confiderable Impoft or Cuftom up- 
on this Importation, and where Spirits are manufactured 
(for Inftance Rum in Bojlon) an Excife at the Still Head. 
Thus private Tippling Houfes that pay no Excife, will 
have no Advantage over the licenfed Houfes ; upon Ex- 
portation to draw back the Duties of Impoft or Excife. 

3. That there be a Licenfe-Tax upon all Taverns, Inns, 
and other publick Houfes of that Nature. 4. A * fump- 

I In the Towns of Holland the Vroecl/cbap is generally from zo t9 
40 Men. 

* Sumptus amongft the Romans was ufed to fignify Luxury, and their 
Sumptuaria Lex, was alio called O.baria Lex j but at prefent it i 
ner.ally ufed to iignif'y Excels in Apparel and Equipage. 
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tuary Excife or Duty upon Extravagancies ufed in Diet 
or Apparel, excepting upon Materials that are the Pro- 
duce or Manufacture of Great-Britain. 5. As vexatious 
Suits in Law, are a great Nuifance in all Countries •, and 
the (mailer the + Charges of Courts, the greater is the 
Encouragement to fuch Suits : Therefore there fhall be 
a Jiamp Duty upon all Writings or Inftruments ufed in 
Law- Affairs. Whereas Appeals from one Court to ano- 
ther are generally vexatious, no Appeal to be allowed, un- 

jefs the Appellant X depofite Sum of Money •, if 

the Appellant is caft, this Money to be applied towards 
the Charges of the Province or County. 6. In the Affair 
of |j Rates as in Great- Britain, the principal Gentlemen 
of the County in the Land-Tax Ad; are nominated as 
CommiiTioners for the County, whereof but a very few 
are acting : In the Plantations the Juftices of the Quarter 
Seflions in the Counties feem to be the proper CommiiTi- 
oners to appoint AJfeJfors in each Parifh of the mod fub- 
flantial Men; and in Cafes of Grievance, Appeals in firfi 
Inftance may be made to the Quarter Seflions. 

IX. * That for the Benefit of the Britijh Trade and 
Navigation more efpecially with Regard to the American 

Colonies, 

\ In Maffachufitts-Bay fince the Law Charges have been enhanfed 
by Acls of Affembly, Law-Suits in Number are much diminifhed. 

% As in private Life all good Men learn from the Example and 
Practice of one another ; fo it is or ought to be amongft Nations or 
Countries : In Holland upon an Appeal from the Laage Raad to the 
Hooge Raad 75 Guilders is depofited, and if he reviews from the Hooge 
Raad, he depofites 200 Guilders. 

|| In Great-Britain, Taxes are generally of thefe three Denomina- 
tions, Land-Tax (which comprehends the Income of Real Eftate, of 
Perfonal Eftate, and of Faculty) Cuftoms or Import, and Excife or 
Confumption. 

* Many Veflels have been loft near the Channel of England and 
elfewhere, by not giving proper Allowance for the Difference of Va- 
riation fince the Date of Dr. Halley's Chart Anno 1700. 

The Utility of frequent well- vouched general Maps of the Varia- 
tions is apparent alfo in Inland Affairs ; I fhall only inftance in the 
Affairs of Majfachvfetts-Bay Colony (the Place of my Refidence) in 
fettling the Lines or Boundaries with the neighbouring Colonies. Jnw 

»7 IQ > 
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Colonies, and Factories in Africa, the Eafl Indies ,zndCbina : 
And for the better adjuftingtheBoundariesof the Colonies 
or Grants in North-America, there fhall be fitted out 
at certain Periods of Years by the Board of Admiralty or 
Navy Board, a few fmall VeiTels, fuch as are the Man of 
War Snows called Sloops, with able Obfervers or Mathe- 

1719, they agreed with Rhode -If and io run their Line Weft 7 d. N. 
Anno 171 3 they run their Line with Connecticut W. 9 d. N. Anno 
1 74 1 according to the Determination of the King in Ccuncil, upor an 
Appeal from the Judgment of the Commiffioners appointed to fettle 
the Lines ; their Line with Neuo-Hampfiire was run VV. 10 d. N. as 
if the Variation were conftant or upon the Increafe, whereas it" was 
upon theDecreafe : 1. About Anno 1700, Dr./TW/ry's Period, the Weft 
Variation in Maffachufctts-Bay was about 10 d. and without giving any 
Allowance for its Decreafe in the Space of half a Century, did in the 
Jail Cafe fettle it according to Halhy's Chart ; Anno 1741, the Va- 
riation was fcarce 8 d. and the Error or Gore was in Favour of Mttf- 
fachu/etts-Bay. 2. The other Line, between Maf'achuftts-Bay Pur- 
chafe called the Province of Maine, and Neiv Hampjhirc, was adjudged 
to N. 2 d. W. true Couric, and was laid out with the fame Error N. 
8 d. E. Variation, and the Gullet was in Favour of Nezv-Hamp/2-ire. 
3. Line, or the Rhode- IJland Line with Ma[fachufetts-Bay was fettled 
Anno 1 7 19, when the Variation was about 9 d. laid out by Agreement, 
W. 7 d. N. and the Error or Gullet was in Favour of Mafachufttts- 
Bay ; thefe Gullets contain no inconfiderable Tracl of Land, for In- 
ftance, this Gore though from the Station called Saffries, and Wood- 
ward, it runs only about 24 Miles, it acquires a Bafe of 360 Rod, be- 
ing one Mile and forty Rod, commonly called the Mile of Land ; it 
is true, that after fome Time Maf'achufctts Bay gave to Rhode- IJland 
an Equivalent in walle Lands, as to Property, but not Jurifdi&ion. 4. 
The Line between Majfachufetts-Bay and Conneclicut (a Government 
of wife, circumfpeft Hufbandmen) was laid out juft, being 9 d. Vari- 
ation, Mr. Brattle, an ingenious, accurate Man, obferved in Boj?on, 
the Variation W. 9 d. N. Anno 1708. 

Doubtlefs fundry Navigators have good Accounts of Variations in 
their Journals, and fome curious Landfmen have at Times amufed 
themfelves in this Affair, but fcarce any have been publilhed to the 
World ; the only continued Set of Variation Observations, in my 
Knowledge, is that of the Royal Academy of Sciences for Paris, theis 
Obfcrvations are annual and generally made in the Months of Dice.-nba; 
from Anno 1700 down to this Time, and are to be continued by learn- 
ed Men welldifciplined, in Pay, and therefore obliged to regular Du'y ; 
Our Members of the Royal Society for Philofophical Jran/aclicns in Lon- 
don are Voluntiers, not in Pay, not obliged to Duty ; f me of them 
at firft fet:ing out, perform fome Coup a" Eclat, bat are foon tired. 

maticiam 
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maticians, and a proper Apparatus ; in different Routs $- 
long the Seas of Trade, to observe the Variations 
for the Time being •, and to reduce them, to a general 
Chart of Variations, in Imitation of the Chart (the firft 
of that Kind) for Anno 1700, delineated by the ingeni- 
ous, affiduous, learned, and of bleffed Memory Dr. Halley ; 
from his own Knowledge and Obfervations, from the good 
Accounts of others, and from the Analogy of the whole ; 
it was foon cavil'd at by our Competitors the French 
Academicians and Navigators ; but afterwards conceded 
to and applauded by the French * Academicians. In thefe 
Voyages, when on Shqre by obferving the Eclipfes of 
Jupiter's Moons, and of our Moon when to be had, they 
may adjuft the f Longitudes, and other Requifites of 
Places. The other Nations of Commerce, particularly 
France and Holland may do the fame at a publick Charge, 

* The French are our Rivals in every Thing, and more particular- 
ly in Matters of Learning ; they keep up a laudable Emulation ; 
thus Sir lfacc Newton and his Followers did inveftigate the Earth to 
be an oblate Spheroid, the French Academicians aflerted it to be an 
oblong Spheroid ; that is, the Degrees of the Meridian are fhorter to- 
wards the Poles; from a&ual Meafurations (by 'Triangles) of Degrees 
of the Meridian, from the North to the South of France ; but lately 
(after a Conteft of above 50 Years) by their Miffions to Tomeo under 
the Polar Circle, and to Peru under the Equinoilial, they have given 
up the Point. 

f The Longitudes determined by Sea- Journals, by Eclipfes and 
Occultations, before the Ufe of Tele/copes, Micrometers, and Pendulums, 
were not fo exacl as at prefent; formerly the South- America Shore was 
reckoned 6 d. of Longitude too much diftant from Europe ; by an 
Obfervation of the Moon eclipfed, Dec. 2 1 . Anno 1 740, from Capt. 
Legge of the Severn Man of War at the Ifland St. Catharine, on the 
Coaft of Brazil, S. Lat. 27 d. 30 m. 49 d. 20 m. W. from Greenwich, 
Senex's Maps have placed that Coaft about 6 d. too much Eaftward, 
The China Miffionaries (they carry the Credit of able Mathematician! 
to enforce the Truth of their Religious Doftrines) find that formerly 
the Eaftern Coaft of China ^as reckoned 25 d. Long, too much diftant 
from Paris. Dr. Halley, Anno 1677 was fent at a Government- 
Charge to St. Helena, to obferve and take a Catalogue of the fixed 
Stars in the high Southern Latitudes, which he accordingly reduced 
to a Catalogue and Tables : At that Time the Variation was 40 m. 
E. of St. Helena. 

thui 
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thus by Means of fo many Checks, we may attain from 
Time to Time fome Certainty as to the Variations •, this 
infenfibly brings me to a Digreflion. 

A Digrejjion concerning the Magnetick Needle; commonly 
called the Mariner's Compafs. 

That the Magnet or Loadjlone attracted Iron, was 
known to the higheft Antiquity in Record : But the Po- 
larity of an Iron Rod or Wire* touched by a Magnet and 
afterwards poifed, was not obferved until the 13th Cen- 
tury of the Chriftian JEra. The Mariners Compafs is faid 
to have been flrft ufed in Italy (the principal Place of 
Traffick in thofe Days) Anno 1301. Cabot a Venetian. 
makes the firft Mention Anno 1544 of the Variation or 
Deflection of the Magnetick Meridian from a true Meri- 
dian, various in various Places. Gajfendi about a Century 
and half fince, difcovered that this Declination of the 
Needle in each particular Place, in Pfocefs of Time, had 
fome Variation. It is not long fince that the Dip of the 
Needle, various in various Places •, and the Variation of 
this dip Variation in the fame Place, has been difcover- 
ed : A Needle poifed before it is touched, upon the Mag- 
netick Touch, its North Point with us dips from a Ho- 
rizontal Pofition •, for Inftance, Anno 1723 Mr. George 
Graham in London obferved it to dip 75 d •, he obferve?, 
the ftronger the Touch, the greater the Dip : This Nee- 
dle mud be afterwards properly loaded to bring it again 
to an horizontal Poife to fervein the Compafs. As the 
Variations of the Dip are at prefent of no Ufe in Naviga- 
tion, therefore having no Relation to our Hijlory of the 
Britijh American Colonies^ we drop them. 

Magnetifm is fome Power in Nature, hitherto inexpli- 
cable, as are Gravity and Eletlricity \ whereby a Load- 
/lone (an Iron Ore or Mineral) draws to it felf Loadftone 
or Iron. No interpofed Body can hinder this Influence 
or Attraction ; a large Magnet broken to Pieces, each 
Frujlum or Fragment, retains the Attraction and Polarity ; 

Steel 



264 i Summary, Hijlorical and Political, &c." 

Steel is more receptive and retentive of Magnetifm than 
common Iron. The North Poles of touched Needles da 
not attract but repel one another, and attract South Poles 1 
Likewife South Poles do not attract but repel South Poles. 
If the different Directions of the Magnetick Needle were 
permanent for the fame Place, it might be imagined to 
proceed from different Accumulations of Magnetick Mat- 
ter in thefe different Parts of the Earth. Halley*s amuf- 
ing Fancy, that the Globe of the Earth was one great 
Magnet, with two contain*d Nuclei (which humoroufly 
may be term'd Wheels within a Wheel,) whofe four Poles 
are different from thofe of the Earth, and from one ano- 
ther ; and in Cafe a third Line of no Variation mould 
be difcovered in the South-Seas (which he feems to fufpect 
from the Accounts, Anno 1670, of Sir John Narborough y 
of the Variation upon the Weft Coaft of South- America 
decreafing very faft) he was to introduce a third Nucleus 1 
Thefe Nuclei he fuppofes detached from the Earth and 
from one another, and to have a circulatory or libratory 
Motion, equal or inequal, according as the Solution of 
the Phsenomina might require ; but this pleafant Novel 
does in no Manner account for the Irregulaties in the Va- 
riations, as hereafter related •, and until by future Obfer- 
vations they be reduced to fome Rules, it feems in vain 
to attempt any Hypothefis. 

Dr. Bailey upon his Return from his long Voyages, de- 
lineated the Variations as they were Anno 1 700 in all the 
Oceans and Seas, the Pacifick Ocean excepted, from 58 
d. N. Lat. to 58 d. S. Lat ; Delijle delineates the Vari- 
ations 20 d. further N. than Halley. This Chart of Hal- 
ley's being the firft of its Kind, will perpetuate his Mem- 
ory better than Brafs or Marble, and will be a permanent 
Credit to our Britifh Nation. Since Dr. Halley's Chart 
of Variations for Anno 1700, near half a Century iselap- 
fed, which has produced great Alterations in the Variations, 
feeing Halley' s Atlantick and Ethiopick Line of no Varia- 
tion, in about the Space of a Century from 1600 to 1708, 
had moved (it paffed Anno 1600 by Cape Agulhas, the 
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Southernmoft Cape of Africa, by the Morea, and the 
North Cape of Europe, in N. Lat. 71 d. 24 m. and 22 d* 
10 m. E. Long, from || London) by its North Parts thro* 
Vienna Anno 1638, through Paris Anno 1666, Weft- 
ward in all about 1400 Leagues, and by its South Parts 
only about 500 Leagues. 

The Anomalies or Bizarreries of the Variations, are un- 
accountable, and no Length of Time or Series of Years 
is likely to bring them to a Mean. . 

1. The Variations for the fame Place, fometimes have 
a direct progreflive Motion but unequally, fometimes are 
ftationary, and fometimes retrograde : I mall inftance the 
Variations at Paris for about a Century and three Quarters 
of a Century; Anno 1580 the Variation was n and half 
d. E. Anno 1666 no Variation, is at a Medium about 8 m. 
per An. Anno 17 15 Variation was 12 d. 30 m. W. for 
that Interval, is about 14 m. per An. from that Time to 
Anno 1720 it was generally retrograde ; from 1720 Va- 
riation about 13 d. W. for five Years it was ftri&ly ftati- 
onary ; from Anno 1725 it was at a Medium dire&ly in- 
creasing or progreflive to Anno 1732, Variation 1 5 d. 45 m > 
W. from 1732 to 1743 (fo far the Memoirs of the Paris 
Academy of Sciences are publifhed) the Variation was 1 5 
d. 5 m. W. that is a little upon the Decreafe with a li 
bratory Motion : Therefore (as I may conjecture) the 
general Increafe of the European Weft Variations feem 
to be retarded, or ftationary, or upon the Decreafe. 

2. Mr. George Graham of London, an ingenious and 
accurate Mechanicien obferves Anno 17 22 from February 
6 to May 10 (the Compafs-Box remaining unmoved ail 
that Time) above One Thoufand Times -, the greatefl 
Variation ( Weftward) was 14 d. 45 m. the leaft 13 d, 
50 m. he obferves, that the Variation is confiderably dif- 
ferent in different Days, and in different Hours of the 
fame Day ; without any Relation to Heat or Cold, dry 
or moift Air, clear or cloudy, Winds or Calms, nor the 

|| We always meanLongitude from LcnJon, if no: otherways exprefTed . 
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Height of the Barometer. In the fame Day he obferved 
the greateft Variation from Noon to 4 Hours Afternoon, 
and the leaft about 6 or 7 Hours in the Evening. Mr. 
Jofepb Harris in his Return from Jamaica to London, 
Anno 1732 obferved, that the Wefterly Variations were 
lefs in the Morning than in the Afternoon. The Curves 
of no Variation, and of each particular Variation, do al- 
ter their Curvatures fo irregularly and undulatory ; they 
are not reducible to any Equation expreflive of their 
Nature. 

3. The Variations have no Relation to Meridians ; ac- 
cording to Halley's Chart Anno 1700, at the Entrance of 
Hudfon's Streights, Variation was 29 and half d. Weft ; 
at the Mouth of Rio de la Plata, nearly tinder the fame 
Meridian, the Variation was 20 and half d. Eaft. As to 
Parallels of Latitude it is obferved, that the further North 
or South from thzEquinoftial, theVariations are the greater, 
but in no regular Progreflion either as to Diftance from 
the Equinofiial or Difference of Time. M. des Hayes 
and Du Glos Anno 1682 at Martinique, found the Varia- 
tion 4 d. 10 m. Eaft ; Anno 1704 it was 6 d. 10 m. E. 
this is 2 d. in 2 1 Years ; in the fame Interval of Time, 
it increafed at Paris 5 d. 30 m. The further from the 
Lines of no Variation, the Variations feem to increafe or 
decreafe the fafter. 

4. Capt. Hoxton from Maryland, relates a ftrange Phe- 
nomenon of his MagnetickNeedles orCompalTes,^»»(? 1725, 

.Sept. 2, a little after Noon, fair Weather, fmall Sea, ifi 
N. Lat. 41 d. 10 m, 28 d. E. Long, from Cape Henry 
of Virginia, all his Compaffes (an Azimuth, and 4 or 5 
more) carried to feveral Parts of the Ship continued for 
about one Hour, traverfing very fwiftly, fo as could not 
iteer by them, but ail of a fudden, every one of them 
flood as well as ufual. Capt. Midleton in his Hudfon's- 
Bay Voyage of 1725 •, fays, that his greateft Variation 
was 40 d. W. in N. Lat. 63 d. 50 m, ^8 d. W. from 
London -, where the Compafs would fcarce traverfe : He 
fays, a great Cold or Froft hinders the Needle from tra- 
verfing 
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verfing : where near a great Body of Ice, there were 
great Complaints of the Compafs not traverfing : He 
fcifpected, that the Age of the Moon had fome Influence 
upon the Variation. 

5. The three Lines of no Variation feem to be of 
different Natures ; that Line in the Atlantic)?, and Ethiopick 
Ocean gives Eafterly Variations Weft of its Line, and Wef- 
terly Variations Eaft of its Line ; that Line in the Indian 
Ocean reverfly gives Wefterly Variations Weft of its Line -, 
and Eafterly Variations Eaft of its Line ; that in the Pacifick 
Ocean or South- Sea, unexpectedly gives Eafterly Variati- 
ons both Sides ; Dr. Halley and others, before this third 
Line was difcovered, feem to have laid it down as a Law 
in Nature, that where an Eafterly Variation terminated, a 
Wefterly Variation muft begin, and where a Wefterly 
Variation terminated an Eafterly Variation was to begin, 
but further Obfervations evince this to be no ftated Law. 

There is a Magnetick Influence all over the Surface of 
our Globe or Earth ; the Magnetick Needle in fome 
Places has a true Meridian Direction, in others the Mag- 
netick Meridian has a Deflection more or lefs in different 
Places, Eaft or Weft : The Points or Places of no Va- 
riation, and of the feveral Quantities of Variation, 
when connected, form Curves, but fo irregular as noc 
reducible to any Equation, and of no permanent Figure, 
and not eafily to be claffed : We fhall only obferve, 

There are at prefent three Lines of no Var.^tion. 1, 
Between Eur opt with Africa^ and' America in the Atlantick 
and Ethiopick Ocean \ the Variations Eaft and North of 
this Line are Wefterly, and the further diftanc from this 
Line, the greater and their Increafe or Decreafe the fwifter, 
this is a general Principle in Variations 5 Halley fays that 
in the Beginning of this Century, all over Europe the Va- 
riations were Wefterly and upon the Increafe ; but at; 
prefent, thefe Weft Variations in the Eaftern Parts of Eu- 
rope feem to be ^uon^ry {^Nuremberg in Germany theW, 
Variation was flarionary and. from 1700 to 1708) or 
upon the Decreafe ; forjnftance uTormin NXat. 6s d. 

so 
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50 m, 23 d. E, from London ; M. Bilberg Anno 1695 
found the Variation 7 d. W. Anno 1736 the French A- 
cademiciens found it 5 d. 5 m. W. therefore upon the De- 
creafe, and perhaps belonging to the Syftem or Clafs of 
jthe Indian Ocean Line of no Variation ('the Line is not 
afcertain'd where the Increafe ends, and the Decreafe be- 
gins) as in the Northern Parts of Afia they belong to this 
Clafs of Indian Ocean Variations ; for Inftance, at Aftra- 
can near the Cafpian Sea, N. Lat. 46 d. 15 m. and 45 d. 
£. Long, while the Eaft Variations decreafed at London^ 
there the Weft Variations increafed even to 24 d. ; and 
as the Weft Variation increafed in London it diminifhed 
at Afiracan. Our North- America Variations belong to 
this firft Line of no Variations, and are Wefterly N. and 
E. of this Line, and Eafterly S. and W. of it ; thefe E. 
Variations along the Coaft of South-America increafe very 
flow ; at La Vera Cruz, in N. Lat. 19 d. 12 m. Anno 
1727 it was only 2 d. 15 m. E, at Pariba in Brazil be- 
ginning of this Century S. Lat. 6 d. 38 m, it was 5 d. 
35 m. E ; at Buenos Ayres S. Lat. 34 d. 50 m. it was 
Anno 1708, 15 d. 32 m. E. j at Cape-Horn 20 d; South 
of Cape-Horn in S. Lat. 56 d. 42 m. it was 17 d. E. be- 
ing upon the Decreafe, and ftretching along the Pacifck 
Ocean Weftward or Northward thefe Eaft Variations 
decreas'd. 

This Line of no Variation moves the quickeft ; Anno 
1600 it paffed Cape Agulhas (about 2 d. E. of Cape Good- 
Hope) the Morea, and North Cape of Europe ; at this Cape 
Agulhas the Variations afterwards became Weft, viz. Anno 
1622. 2 d, Anno 1675. 8 d, Anno 1 691. 11 d, Anno 1732 
17 d *, at St. Helena the Variations were Anno 1600. 8 d. 
E, Anno 1623. 6 d. E, Anno i6yy Halley found 40 m. 
E, Anno 1690. 1 d. W, Anno 1700 Halley found 2 d. 
W, Anno 1732. 8 d. W. Halley Anno 170Q ascertains 
this Line of no Variation from four Obfervations N. Lat. 
31 d. W. Long. 64 d, N. Lat. 2 d, Long. 1 8 d. W -, S. 
Lat. 1 7 d, Long. 10 d. W; S. Lat. 37 d, Long. 4 d. W. 
This Line of no Variation feems to move quick to the 

Weftward 
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Weftward, in S. Lat. 3$ d. from Anno 1700 to 1709, it 
mov*d 50 Leagues Weftward. A French Ship Anno 1 706 
f being the firft that made this Traverfe) from Rio de Gal- 
leguas upon the Eaft Coaft of America in S. Lat. 5 1 d, 
68 d. Wo Long, from Paris, Variation 23 d. E. made 1350 
Leagues toCape of GoodHope in 34d. 15m. S.Lat. i7d.45 
nioE.Long. from Paris, found the Variation Lines tending 
towards the S. Pole, to become nearly parallel, and in fome 
Places alters only oneDegreefor twoDegrees of Longitude. 

The fecond Line of no Variation, in the Indian Ocean 
Anno 1600 pa(Ted through the Moluccas or Spice-IJlands 
and a little Eaft of Canton in China ; in a Century follow- 
ing that is Anno 1700 it had not advanced Eaftward a- 
bove 100 Leagues ; the W. Point of Java (and in the 
Influence of this Line) Anno 1676 was 3 d. 10 m. Weft 
Variation; Anno 1732 it was only 3 d. 20 m. but the fur- 
ther Weft thefe Variations increafed, the quicker to the 
common Axis of the Variation Parabolick Curves, and 
then began to decreafe and terminate in the firft Line of 
no Variation. The common Axis of the inferibed Para- 
bolick Curves Anno 1 700 pafled through Madagafcar and 
theStreights of Babelmandel about 50 d. E.Long, from 
London, where the increafing W. Variations terminate, and 
the fame W. Variations begin to decreafe j Halley places 
the higheft of thefe Weft Variations 27 d. S. Lat. about 
530 Leagues Eaft of Cape Good Hope. 

The third Line of no Variation was found by Capt. 
Rogers in the Pacifick Ocean'm N. Lat. 14 d, W. Long. 
from London 125 d; and in N- Lat. 13 d, W. Long. 193 
d, was 12 d. E ; (and afterwards decreafing to the fecond 
Line J the largeft of thefe Eaft Variations which reign all 
over the Pacifick Ocean -, French Navigators fince Anno, 
1 7 10 have traverfed this Ocean Southward of the Emu-' 
nocllal Line, as Capt. Rogers did Northward of it, and 
found the no Variation Line nearly upon the above- faid 
Meridian, and the other Variation-Lines nearly parallel 
with the Meridians. Sir John Narborough, Dr. Halley 
3nd Capt. Rogers were miftaken in their Conjecture tha$ 
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South of the EaMinotlial in the middle Parts of this Occam 
there muft be a Traft of Weftern Variations. 

This 3d no Variation Line feems to be a Continuation 
of the firft inflected Weftward into a circular Arch whofe 
Vertex atprefent feems to be in about 34 d. N. Lat 5 and 
So d. W. Long, from London. 

All Variations within this Curve made by the firft and 
third Line, being a Space of 140 d. upon the Equinoclial^ 
are Eafterly •, all without it, on its Eaft Side, being a Space 
&f 1 15 d. to the fecond Line are Wefterly •, all without 
it on its Weft Side are Eafterly, being a Space of 105 d. 
10 the faid fecond Line. It is obfervable, that all Vari- 
ation Lines the nearer they approach to the Poles of our 
Earth, the more they converge towards a Parallelifm with 
the Meridians, as if to terminate in the Poles. The fe- 
veral Variation Lines feem to receive their Flexures from 
the Influence of their Eafterly and Wefterly no Variation 
Lines, fo as to form Parabolick Curves or circular Arches. 

TheAlterations in the Variations are not from any uni- 
form circulatory or libratory Power ; but as thefe mag- 
netick Powers feem to be accumulated and act connect- 
edly, it muft be by fome Kind of Fluctuation •, in Oppo- 
fition to this, it may be faid, that the Fluctuation of any 
denfe or fpecifically heavier confiderable Part of the Earth 
would alter the Equilibrium and diurnal Rotation of the 
Earth, and make ftrange Changes in the fluid Surface of 
the Earth by Inundations and Ebbs. 

This Digreflion is too abftrufe and philofophical for 
F/ioft Readers : The Defign of it is, to incite the Curious, 
to attend the ufeful Speculation of Variations, more than 
heretofore. 

As the Variations of the Magnetick Needle or Compafs 
have not been much attended to in the Colonies ; I can- 
not pretend to be particular in that Affair, and fhall only 
relate fome loofe Hints that are come to my Knowledge. 
The Line of no Variation (which for Diftinction I call the 
firft) from the Eaftward, enters the Continent of North- 
America, in Carolina about ^^ d. N. L^t. at this Writing 

Anno. 
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r Jnno 1748 ; and by a flattifli Flexure crofTes the Con- 
tinent of North-America^ and in the Pacifkk Ocean con- 
verges Southward, and forms what is now called the third 
Line of no Variation. Capt. Rogers Anno 1708 in 14 d. 
N. Lat, 125 d. W. Long, from London fell in with this 
Line of no Variation. 

To the Northward and Eaftward of this No. 1. no Va- 
riation Line upon the Eaftern Coaft of North America, 
the Variations are Weft ; and the further North the great- 
er, but all upon the Decreafej and the further North, the 
quicker is the Decreafe. 

The greateft Variation known was Anno 1616, in N. 
Lat. 78 d. at Sir Thomas Smith's Sound in Baffin 's-Bay, 
the Variation was $y d. Weft. 

Capt. Midleton publifnes that at the Mouth of Churchill 
River (N. Lat. 59 d, W. Long, from London 94 d. 50 
m, from an Immerfion of Jupiter's firft Satellite) Anno 
1725 the Variation was 21 d. W. Anno 1738 it was i§ 
d. W. Anno 1742 it was 17 d. W. decreafing very faft. 

At Quebec in Canada Anno 1649 the Variation was 16 
d. W. Anno 1686 it was 15 d. 30 m. is half a Degree in 
37 Years-, but after this,aca>rding toM.DeliJle, it varied 
1 d. in eleven Years. 

In New-England Mr. Brattle obferved at Bofton, Anno 
1708, the Variation yd. Weft ; Anno 1741 upon aCorri- 
mifiion for fettling Lines between Maffachufetts-Bay Pro- 
vince,and the Colony of Rhode Ifland,* little to the South- 
ward, the Commifiioners found the Variation 7 d. 30 mw 
fWeft. 

In New-Tork City (by Eclipfes of Jupiter's, firft Satel- 
lite^ Governor Burnet found it 74 d. 57 m. W. of London, 
being in N. Lat. 40 d. 40 m .) Mr. IVells, Surveyor-Ge- 
neral of the Province-Lands Anno 1686, found the Varia- 
tion 8 d. 45 m. Weft ; Governor Burnet Anno 1723 
found it 7 d. 20 m. Weft. 

In New-Jerfeys Anno 1743 the Line, between the Pro- 
prietors of Eafi and Weft Jerfeys was run 150 Miles, 20 
Chains, 9 d. 19 m. Weft ; but becaufe of the Difference 

of 
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of Variation which muft be fuppofed at the South and 
North Terminations of this Line, it was alledged that it 
muft not be a dire<ft Line : And upon Examination it 
was found that this Line was in all Refpects erroneous, at 
the South Poinc near Egg-Harbour the Variation was only 
5 d. 25 m. Weft, and at the North Point on Delaware 
River in 41 d. 40 m. it was 6 d. 35 m. Weft, this was 
to the Prejudice of the Eaft-Jerfey Proprietors. 

The Streets of Philadelphia Anno 1682 were laid out 
•with great Precifenefs N. 18 d. E ; Anno 1642, they were 
found to be 15 d. Eaft ; this is 3 d. in 60 Years. 

In the Parallel of 39 d. running the Line between Pen* 
fylvania and Maryland Anno 1686, the Variation was 
found to be 9 d. Wefterly. Anno 1739, in running tbis 
Eaft and Weft Line it was found 5 d. 30 m. W ; Differ- 
ence is 3 d. 30 m. in 53 Years. 

In Virginia, Cape Henry in 37d.N.Lat. 75d. Weft From 
London, Anno 1732 the Variation was 4 d. 40 m. 

In the Carolinas, Navigators upon the Coaft, give no 
Allowance for Variation, becaufe near the Line of no Va- 
riation ; Inland, in running a divifional Line between the 
two Governments or JurifdicYions of South and North Ca- 
rolina, and in laying off Cartret's eighth Part of the Pro-, 
perty of Carolina, no Account was made of Variation. 

From the Line of no Variation in N. Lat. 33 d. South- 
ward the Eaft Variation takes Place, increaling very flow j 
becaufe at La Vera Cruz, N. Lat. 19 d. 12 m. W, Long. 
97 d. 30 m, Anno 1727 the Variation was only 2 d. 
15 m. Eaft. 

Here ends the firft or general Part of the Summary, 
concerning the Britijh Colonies in America, with fome in- 
terfperfed Hints relating to the Colonies of the other 
European Nations. In the following Part we fhall give 
particular Accounts of our feveral Colonies, in Order, as 
they are enumerated Page 15 and 16. 

Tbe END of Part Firft, 
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PART II. 



SECT. V. 

Concerning the Hudfon's-Bay Company, their TertitbfUl 
and Trade. 

THE Adventurers who endeavoured a N. W. PafTage 
to China, the Spice- IJlands, and the Eafi-Indies \ and 
in Search for Copper-Mines ; gave Occafion to the Difco- 
very of Hudfon's-Bay, and its fubfequent Fur and Skin 
Trade. 

* The Cabots Anno 1496 obtained from Henry VII of 
England^ a Grant of all Lands they mould difcover and 
fettle Weftward of Europe ; in Queft of a N. W. Paf- 
fage, they coafted the Eaftern Shore of North- America^ 
and took a general Pofiefiion for the Crown of England^ 
but made no Settlement ; the firft Land they made was 
Weft-Greenland in N. Lat. 66 d. 

f From that Time this Navigation and thefe Di&ove- 
ries were entirely neglected until Anno 1576, 1577, and 
1578 Sir Martin Frobijher made three Voyages to a Strait 
which retains his Name, but he made no Difcoveries. 

Sir Humphry Gilbert by Direction of Secretary iVaU 
fingham, coafted the North Eafterly Shore of America : 
particularly he took Poffeflion of Newfoundland, and St. 
Laurence or Canada River, for the Crown of England, and 
began fome fifliing Trade there, Anno 1583. 

* Short Repetitions or Recapitulations are fometimes uied to render 
.the Matter more diltintt and fluent. 

f See Page 1 1 0* 

L l Ca p r. 
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Capr. John Davis from Dartmouth, made three Voyages 
this Way, Anno 1583, 1586, and 1587, but made no 
Difcoveries •, that Branch of the Opening (the Opening 
at Cape Farewell in 60 d, N. Lat. a little further at Cape 
Defolation branches into two Openings) which reaches 
North Weftward retains the Name Davis Straits, and is 
the Whaling Ground of Weft-Greenland where the * Eng- 
lijh, Dutch, Bifcayers, Hamburgers, Burners, and Danes 
kill large Whales of 500 to 600 Barrels Oil, and 18 Feet 
Bone ; this Whaling continues for about feven or eight 
Weeks. 

Henry Hudfon after two N. E. fuccefslefs Trials, and 
one in vain North Weftward Navigation, he efTayed the 
other Opening above mentioned, and failing Weftward, 
and Southward he difcovered the Straits and Bay called by 
his Name : Anno 161 1 proceeding upon further Difcove- 
ries, he was never more heard of ; in his Time he was 
as much an Entbufiaft for a N. W. PafTage, as Mr. f 

D—bs 



* Anno 1732 The South- Sea Company had 14 Ships in Eaft Green- 
land, and 7 Ships in Weft-Greenland or Davis Straits, and got 24 and 
a half Whales ; this Fifhery did not anfwer the Charges of fitting ouf, 
and it is dropt, notwithftanding of the Encouragement given by Aft 
of Parliament, Anno 1724. That any of his Majefties Subjects may 
import Whale Fins, Oil ard Blubber of Whales, taken and caught in 
Greenland 'Seas in Britijh Ships navigated according to Law, without 
paying any Cuftom, Subfidy, or other Duties for the fame. 

f Mr. D — bs of Ireland was the Projector of Midkton's N. W. 
Difcovery Voyage ; becaufe it did not fucceed, he charges Midkton 
with Neglect, Mifconduft, and Sufpicion of Corruption ; he fays, 
Midkton was brib'd by the Company, not to make any Difcovery, or 
to conceal, or to falfify a N. W. Difcovery ; Midkton told Mr. D — bs 
by Letter Jan. 21. Anno i737,the Company judged it their Intereft, 
rather to prevent, than to forward a N. W. Difcovery in that Part of 
the World ; and that they offer'd him 5000 £. to aft and report in 
their Favour ; fome of Midleton's Officers made Affidavits concerning 
his bad Conduft ; upon the Defign of the Admiralties fitting'out Capt. 
Midkton for a N. W. Difcovery, the Governor and Council of the 
Hudfcns Bay Company wrote to the Governor at Prince of Wales Fort 
upon Churchill River, to refufe them Refrefhment, but afterwards upon 
lurther Confideration, they revoked this Order, and allowed the Go- 
vernor 
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j) — is is at prefcnt, as appears by the prefent Paper- War 
between D — bs and Midleton. 

vernor to fupply Capt. Midleton if in Diftrefs. Notwithftanding of this 
Difappointment Mr. D — bs procured an A61 of Parliament for 20,000 
£. Publick Reward for a Difcovery, and accordingly the Dobbs Galley 
and California failed from England in May 1746. 

Mr. D — bs runs much into the Novel, he feems to be a wild Pro- 
jector and notorioufly credulous. He gives particular Accounts of large 
Countries and Iflands in the Pacifick Ocean, efpecially from S. Lat. 9 
d. to N. Lat. 1 5 d, very rich and populous, abounding in Nutmegs, 
Mace, Ginger, Pepper, Cinnamon, Silk and Ebony ; the Natives with red- 
dim Complexions, grey Eyes, high Nofes, Beards and Hair curled : 
In the N. W. Parts of America were Veffels or Ships with Prows 
(Heads orLions we call them) of Gold and Silver : W.S. W. the Indians 
come to a Sea, where were great Veffels, and Men with Caps an 
Beards gathering of Gold : About a Century fince, A. 1640 Bartho- 
lomew de Pontes Vice-Roy of Mexico and Peru, hearing that the Englijh 
were endeavouring a N. W. Paffage, he fail'd to the River of Los Reys 
in 5 3 d.N.Lat. upon theW.Side of America; and detached Capt. Bernards 
who fail'd to 77 d. N.Lat. (here he found it as warm as 10 d. lefsN. Lat. 
upon the E. Side of the ^rmc«»Continent) upon thisCoafthe met with 
Capt. Shaplcy from New- England (this is an unaccountable Stretch to 
prove a N. W. Paffage) there is no Record nor Tradition of this in 
New -England in my Knowledge. Mr. D — bs is as particular in giv- 
ing Accounts of diftant not frequented Countries, as if he weredefcrih- 
ing Great -Britain or France ; and propofes, that Great- Britain fhall 
fettle an Extent of Countries, more than all Europe could effecl. 

Mr. D — bs from the Stories of the French Fathers, and of the Cou- 
reurs des Bois, relates ftrange Things. From Lt. "Jeromie (doubtlefs a 
Native of Gafcony) he relates, that in the Diftritt of Hudfons- Ba\-, are 
to be feen io,oooRain Deer inaHerd,and largeMines of Virgin Copper. 

The French were, at this Rate, mod egregious Fools to give up fo 
eafily by the Treaty of Utrecht Anno 1713 two fuch valuable Articles 
of Deer-Skins and Copper : Northward is a Strait with floating Ice, 
probably a Paffage to the Weflern Ocean or South-Seas, the N. Wind 
rifing the Tide 1 o Feet above the ordinary Tides : At the Peace of 
Utrecht, in Quebec were 4000 to 5000 Troops in Garrifon : On the 
Weft Main are the Copper Mines, on the Eaft Main are the Lead 
Mines : He gives large Lifts of Names of imaginary Tribes of Indians, 
their Lakes and Rivers ; whereas the feveral Iflands, Head-Lands, 
Bays, Rivers, &c, do not retain their Indian Names, as in fome of our 
Colonies, but are called by the Names of the feveral Adventurers or 
Difcoverers; Mr. D — bs names and defcribesall thefe Things minute- 
ly and with the fame Eafe, as if they were the beft known, moil po- 
lite, and well-regulated Countries ur-on Earth, 

Sir 



2;5 ^Summary, WJlorical and Political, &c. 

Sir Thomas Button fitted out by Prince Henry, Anno 
1612 parted Hudfons Straits, and failing Weft ward, dif- 
covered a large Continent, and called it New Wales ; its 
Sea and Bay retains the Difcoverer's Name ♦, he could 
not proceed further than 65 d. N, Lat, and called it Ne 
Ultra, he wintered miferably upon that Weft Continent 
at Port Nelfon in 57 d. N. Lat. 

Capt. Thomas James from Briftol, Anno 163 1 made fur- 
ther Difcoveries in Hudfon's-Bay, he wintered near the Bot- 
tom of the Bay at Charleton Ifland in N. Lat. 52 d. and 
publifhed a good Journal of his Voyage. 

Anno 1616 Mr. Baffin, by the North Wefterly Open- 
ing called Davis Straits, carried the N. W. Affairs fohigh 
as N. Lat. 80 d. to no Purpofe, and gave his Name to 
the Sea or Bay in that high Latitude. 

Capt. Fox Anno 1632 fail'd into Hudfon's Bay upon the 
Difcovery, where he fee many Whales End of July, he 
proceeded no further than Port Nelfon in N. Lat. 57 d. 
he wintered there ; Tide 14 Feet. 

Beginning of the laft Century the Danes went upon the 
N. W. Difcovery, and took Poffeftion of the N. Eafterly 
Shore of Davis Straits, and called it New-Danemark, and 
made a miferable Settlement in N. Lat. 64 d : From that 
Time, they have affumed the Sovereignty of the Seas in 
Davis Straits, and keep a Royal Frigate ftationed there, 
during the Whaling Seafon, which does not continue a- 
bove 7 or 8 Weeks. 

The Civil Wars in England prevented any further At- 
tempts of fuch Difcoveries for fome Time, until Prince 
Rupert and Company Anno 1667 fitted out Capt. Guilam ; 
he landed at Rupert River in N. Lat. 51 d. upon the Eaft 
Continent of Hudfons Bay, built Charles Fort, traded 
with the Indians to good Advantage, and laid a Founda- 
tion for the Companies Fur and Deer-Skin Trade. 

A Royal Charter was granted May 2. Anno 1669 to a 
Governor and Company of Adventurers of England, trad- 
ing into Hudfon's Bay •, whereof here follows an AbftracT. 
To Prince Rupert Count Palatine of the Rhine, to George 

Duke 
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Duke of Albemarle, to "William Earl of Craven, and to 
Fifteen Others, and to others whom they fhall admit into faid 
Body corporate. Power to make a common Seal, and to alter 
it ; to chufe annually fometime in November, a Governor, 
a Deputy Governor, and a Committee of Seven, any Three of 
the Committee with the Governor or Deputy-Governor, to be 
a Court of Direclors : Freemen to be admitted (their Faclors 
and Servants may be admitted Freemen) at a General Court, 
a Power to difmifs the Governor, Deputy-Governor, or any 
of the Committee, before the Tear expires ; *and upon their 
Difmijfion, or Death, to elecl others in their Room for the 
Remainder of the Tear : To have thefole Property of Lands, 
Trade, royal Fifhery, and Mines within Hudfon's Straits, 
not actually poffeffed by any Chrijlian Prince, to be reputed as 
one of our Colonies in America, to be called f Rupert'* 
Land, to hold the fame in free and common Succage, to pay 
the Skins of two Elks, and two blackBeavers, as often as the 
King or Queen fhall come into thofe Lands : Power to af~ 
femble the Company and to make Laws for their Government 
and other Affairs, not repugnant to the Laws of England ; 
an exclufive Trade, without Leave obtained of the Company, 
Penalty Forfeiture of Goods and Shipping, one half to the 
King, one half to the Company. In their General Meetings 
for every 100 £. original Stock to have one Vote ; may ap- 
point Governors, Faclors, and other Officers in any of their 
Ports ; the Governor and his Council to judge in all Mat- 
ters civil and criminal, and execute Jufiice accordingly : 
Where there is no Governor and Council, may fend them to 
any Place where there is a Governor and Council, or to Eng- 
land for Jufiice : Liberty to fend Ships of War, Men, and 
Ammunition for their Proteclion, erecl Forts, &c : To make 
Peace or War with any People who are not Chrijlians, may 
appeal to the King in Council. 

Anno 1670 Mr. Baily with 20 Men was fent over by 
the Company to Rupert River. Port N elf on was the next 
Settlement Anno 1673 •, and Mr. Bridge was fent over 



f This Name has never besn ufed.it is called Huron's Bay Colony. 

Governor 
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Governor of the Weft Main from Cape Henrietta Maria. 
Anno 1683 the Factory was removed from Rupert River 
to Moofe River : Rupert River is not ufed becaufe ex- 
pofed to the Depredations of the French -, from Tadoufac 
30 Leagues below Quebec upon Canada River, there is 
"Water Carriage to Lake Mijlafin which communicates 
with Rupert River. The Trade at the Mouth of all the 
Rivers which fall into Hudfon's Bay is fecured to Great- 
Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht, but the Heads of the 
Southern Rivers are within the French Bounds, and the 
French have Trading- Houfes which do very much inter- 
cept and leffen our Indian Trade : The Company do 
rot much ufe the Eaft and South Parts of the Bay, be- 
caufe of the bad Neighbourhood of the French. 

In the Summer Anno 1 686 in Time of Peace, the French 
From Canada became Matters of all our Hudfon's Bay Fac- 
tories, Port Nelfon excepted. Anno 1693 The Englijb re- 
covered their Factories, but the French got PoiTeflion of 
them again foon after. Anno 1696 two Englifh Men of 
War retook them. In Queen Anne's War, the French 
from Canada were again Mailers of thefe Factories ; but 
by thePeace ox~ Utrecht Anno 1 7 1 3, the French quit-claim*d 
them to the Englijh fo far South as 49 d. N. Lat •, hi- 
therto we have not heard of any Attempt made upon them 
by the Canadians in this French War which commence^ 
in the Spring 1 744. 

Mr. Dobbs reckons that this Country called Hudfon's 
Bay, may be efteemed from 51 d. to 6$ d. N. Lat, and 
from 78 d. to 95 d. W. Long, from London ; the true 
Definition of it, is, from the Treaty of Utrecht 1 7 1 3 •, 
viz. From a certain Promontory on the Atlant'uk Ocean 
N. Lat. 58 d. 30 m. runs S. W. to Lake Mijlafin (this 
includes the Weftern half of Terra Labrador e) thence 
S. W. to N. Lat. 49 d. and from this Termination due 
Weft indefinitely •, the Northern Boundary may be rec- 
koned Davis Straits becaufe of the Dariijh Claim, and 
otherways North indefinitely. . 

The Entrance of Hudfon's Straits at Refolution Ifland 

is 
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is about 15 Leagues wide, Tide flows 4 Fathom, Winds 
N. W. about 9 Months in the Year, not free of Ice above 
2 Months in the Year ; Sails and Rigging freeze in July, 
it is 140 Leagues in Length to the Bay : At the Bottom 
of the Bay only 4 Feet Tide. Capt. Midleton in 23 
Voyages never could arrive at the Factories, above 5 or 
6 Times, before the 10th of Augufl •, and it is a (landing 
Order not to attempt coming back the fame Year, unlefs 
they can fail from the Factories by Sept. 1 o ; it is general- 
ly pleafant Weather ; Midleton in all his Voyages never 
fuffered Shipwreck ; Augufl is the proper Month for the 
Navigation of Hudfon's Bay and Straits ; always good 
Soundings. 

This Grant is divided into the Weft Main or Continent 
Formerly in Charts called New-North and South Wales y 
and the Eaft Main called Terra de Labradore or New- 
Britain : The French claim'd the Bottom of the Bay as 
belonging to New France or Canada, but they difclaim'd 
it by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

Becaufe of the Unhofpitablenefs of the Country, no 
Towns or Plantations, can ever be fettled there •, it muft 
for ever remain a Number of fcattered difmal Lodges or 
Factories. Hudfort sBay and Georgia are improperly called 
Colonies, they have no Houfe of Reprefentatives; the Hud- 
fon's Bay Company in London make their Laws and Regu- 
lations, as the Truftees for Georgia in London do for the 
Settlers in Georgia. 

Hudfon's Bay Colony as it is called, confifts of feveral 
Lodges at the Mouths of feveral Rivers for Trade with 
the Indians, viz. on the Weft Continent are Churchill 
River, Nelfon's River, Severn River, Albany River, and 
Moofe River ; on the E. Continent are Rupert River and 
Slude River. 

Churchill River (Prince of Wales Fort) is the mod Nor- 
therly, being in about 59 d. N. Lat, and 94 d. 50 m. W. 
Long, from London, the moft Wefterly Part of Hudfon's 
Bay ; here Capt. Midleton Anno 1742, upon a N. W. 
Difcovcry winte^d miferably. At the Mouth of this Ri- 
ver, 
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ver, the Tide comes from N. b. E. 2 Knots ; they return 
about 20,000 Beaver- Skins pr An. the Company keeps 
here about 28 Men : his navigable 150 Leagues. 

Nelfons River (Fore Tork) called by the French Bour- 
bon River «, its Port lies in N. Lat. 57 d j it is the fineft 
and largeft River in the Bay, it communicates with great 
Lakes, and Branches of Rivers of Indian Trade : Tide 
14 Feet j the Company have here 25 Men. 

New Severn River, the French call it St. Huiles, in N". 
Lar. 55 d j it is at prefent flighted or negledled, a bar'd 
River. 

Albany River in N. Lat, 52 d. W. Long. 85 d. 20 m. 
4 Feet Tide : From the Middle of May to the Middle of 
September fat warm Weather ; Anno 1731, 118 Canoes 
came there to trade, the Company keep here 25 Men. 

Moofe River in N. Lat. 51 d. 4 Feet Tide ; it is a 
much larger and finer River than Albany River ; the Com- 
pany have here 25 Men. 

P. Rupert River on the E. Side of the Bay, N. Lat. 5 1 
d ; is at prefent negledled. 

Slude River on the E. Side of the Bay in N. Lat, 52 
d j here are 8 or o Men kept by the Company. 

The Company s Profits are very great, and engrofled 
by a few ; their Stock has been fold at 300 for 100 O- 
riginal % they may export annually about 3,000 £. St. Va- 
lue, and their half yearly Sales are about 25,000 £. St ; 
8 or 9 Merchants have engroited about nine Tenths of the 
Stock ; the Charge of the Company is about 120 Ser- 
vants, 2 or 3 annual Ships, having in Time of War about 
120 Men aboard. They import Deer-Skins, Cajloreum 
or Beaver- Stone, Feathers, Whale Bone and Blubbor ; but 
Beaver- Skin is two Thirds of the whole, and is the Stan- 
dard of their Truck or Currency. 

Mr. Dobbs thinks it would be a publick national Be- 
nefit, that the Hudfon's Bay Companies Charter were va- 
cated, and the Trade laid open •, thus we mail underfell 
the French and carry on a greater Trade with the Indians 
(the Company keep the Price of Goods too high) and 

we 
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we would have Trading Houfes up the River, the Com-' 
pany have no fuch Trading Houfes, the Company by 
their Charter are obliged to endeavour a N. W. Pafiage, 
which on the contrary they difcourage. 

As this is a Country of excluGve Trade and Navigation,' 
we are too much confined to the Accounts of their own 
Navigators. As a Specimen we fhall take a Medium 
Voyage of Capt. Midletoris Anno 1735. He fet out 
from LondonMay 21, June 12 made Cape Farewell inN. 
Lat. about 59 d, W. Long. 45 d. 50 m. Var. 29 d. WV 
July 1. in N. Lat. 61 d. W. Long. 70 d. 10 m. Var. 41 
d. W, he was fall in thick Ice with Fogs and Rain ; 
Auguji 3. he arrived in Moofe River, N. Lat. 51 d ; W. 
Long. 83 d, Var. 22 d. W ; he fail'd from thence Sept, 
1. makes no Mention of Ice in his Return ; arrived in 
England Ocl. 7. As for the Climate, Midleton in the 
Journal of his N. W. Difcovery Voyage Anno 1741 and 
1742, fays* He arrived in Churchill River Auguji 10 1 firfl 
Snow wasSept.i. Geefe flying to theSouthward j Sept.ij 
Thermometer as low as in London, Time of the greatFroft; 
Ocl. 21. Ink and Water froze by the Bed-fide j Beginning 
of Nov. a Bottle of Spirits full Proof froze in the open 
Air : After Nov. 1 I, no going abroad without being froze 
(N. B. forgetting himfelf, he frequently mentions the 
Company's Servants, and Indians being abroad after that 
Time) April 2. begins to thaw in the Sun, about this Time 
the Ice at the Ship was 10 Feet thick with 13 Feet Snow 
over the Ice. April 10 large Fleaks of Snow (in the pre- 
ceeding Months the falling Snow was as fine as Duft) a 
Sign of the Winter's being fpent j April 22 a Shower of 
Rain (no Rain for 7 Months preceeding) Beginning of 
May Gecfe begin to appear ; May 13 got the Shiplnto 
the Stream, and July 1. we fail'd upon the N. W. Dif- 
covery ; he proceeded no farther North than 66 d. 44 rm 
becaufe Beginning of Auguji from a high Mountain we 
perceived to the S. E, at about 20 Leagues Diftance a 
^Straits covered with an impenetrable folid Body of Ice, and 
therefore no Communication with the Eaftern Sea • ' and 

M m the 
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the Tide of Flood coming from thence, we had no Hopes 
of paffing that Way, into the Weftern or Pacinck Ocean, 
and Augufl 8. we bore away to the Southward. 

In the Northern Factories, the great Thaws begin End 
of April % the Waters inland are froze up from the Begin- 
ning cf OBober to the Beginning of May. In North- A- 
tnerica we judge of the Inclemencies of their feveral Cli- 
mates, by the Times of the Flights of their Paffenger 
Birds : In thefeFaftories wild Geefe and Swans fly South- 
ward Beginning of Ofiober, and return Northward End 
of April and Beginning of May. Seldom a Night in 
Winter without an Aurora Borealis. Some Deer 12 to 13 
Hands high, here are white Bears, Swans, Ducks of fe- 
veral Kinds, and other Water- Fowl j in their Meadows 
inftead of Cerealia and Gramina, that is Bread*Corn, and 
GrafTes, they have only Mofs, fome fcurvy Grafs, and 
Sorrel. Hares, Rabits, Foxes, Patridges, beginning of Oc- 
tober, from their native Colour, become Snow-white, and 
continue fo for 6 Months, till the Seafon produces a new 
Coat : Wind blows from the N. W. about 9 Months in 
the Year, they have 9 Months Ice and Snow ; the cold 
Fogs and Mifts damp'the Pleafure of their fhort Summers. 

I formerly hinted the vaft Advantage that the European 
"Weftern North Latitudes had of the American ^ Eaftern 
North Latitudes *, by Way of Amufement, 1 continue fur- 
ther to obferve that in 50 d. (for Inftance) N. Lat. in the 
N. Eafterly Parts of America, it is as cold as in 60 d. or 
upwards N. Lat. in N. Wefterly Parts of Europe % the 
Ocean and its mellow Vapour being to the Windward of 
Europe -, but a rude, rigorous, chilly, frozen and fnowy 
Continent is to the Windward of the other. I vouch this 
by a few Inftances. t. From Churchill River Fort there 
was no going abroad without being frozen in Winter ; 
from Tomeo in Lapland Anno 1736 nearly under the Polar 
Circle, to invefligate the Length of a Degree of Latitude 
there, the French Academiciens in the Severity of the Win* 
ter, were 63 Days in the Defert, procuring a compleatSet 
of Triangles. 2. The Bottom of Hudfon's-Bay is fcarce 

habitable 
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habitable in Winter, though fcarce fo far North as London, 
a mod agreeable Calum or Air. 3. In the Orkneys (where 
the Hudfon Bay Ships call in to hire Men and Boys at 5 
to 20 £, St. pr An. according to the Years of their indent- 
ed Continuance j they are called N. W. MenJ there is 
good Wintering j Barley r , Peafe, and Oats, Cabbages, o- 
ther Pet- Herbs, and ufual Roots, grow kindly ♦, not much 
Snow and Ice j Orkneys is a little North of Churchill- 
River. 

* Capt. Midleton in his too minute Journals of his 
many Voyages from England to Hudfon's Bay ; obferved 
that in Hudfon's Bay, in the fame Longitudes from London j 
in failing North, the Variations increafe falter than in any 
known Part of the Earth ; for Inflance, in one of his 
Voyages he obferved,that in about 84 d. W. Long, from 
London \ the Variations increafe thus, 

In N. Lat. 50 d. Variation was 19 d. W. 
55 25 

61 30 

62 40 

Capt. Serogs Anno 1722 (he had Mr. Norton late Go- 
vernor of Churchill Fort aboard, with two Northern In- 
dians to difcover the much enquired after Copper- Mines) 
h- traded with the Indians for Whale-Bone, at Whale-Bone 
Point in N. Lat. 65 d, here the Tide Howed 5 Fathom. 

A Digression 
Giving feme further Accounts of late Endeavours towards 
a North-Wefi Parage to China. 

A PafTage by the North Weftward or Davis Straits 
feems to be given up or relinquifhed by all European Ad- 
venturers j but the PafTage by the Weft Southerly Branch 
or Hudfon's Bay is ftill in Profecution : The Britifh Par- 

* Thefe arc not defigned as ftria ftiffly connefled Hiitorical Ac- 
counts, but as loofe occafional Obfervations, in fome Manner reduced 
under general Heads, therefore although we have already made a D'i- 
greffion concerning Variations, this may be admitted. 

liament 
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Jiament lately enacted aReward of 20,000 £. St. to theDif- 
coverer,if from Hudfon's Bay •, upon this Encouragement, 
the Dobbs Galley and California, as a private Adventure, 
fail'd from England May 1 746 •, in our Knowledge, they 
are not as yet return'd to England. Their original Pro- 
pofal was to fail Eaftward to the Eajl-Indies and China 
(but there is no Act of Parliament to indemnify them, in 
a Trefpafs upon the exclufive Navigation granted to the 
Eafi-India Company in thefe Seas, by Charter and Act of 
Parliament) and from the Eaftward to fail to the North- 
ward of California, and from thence to endeavour an Eas- 
terly Paffage to Davis Straits or Hudfon\ Bay. 

The laft Tentative for a N. W. Paffage was by Cape' 
Midleton from Hudfon'sBay Anno 1741 and 1742, accord- 
ing to Order and Inftructions from the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty May 20. Anno 1741 : There was no Occafion for 
his wintering in Hudfon's Bay, before he fet out upon the 
Difcovery ; he mould have fail'd from England, fo as to 
arrive in Hudfen's Bay, Middle of July ; pufh the Difco- 
very, Month of Augujl ; and return in September. 

A fhort Abftract of his Difcovery Journal, is. We 
fail'd from Churchill River July 1 5 in N. Lat. 65 d. 10 
m, E„ Long, from Churchill River 9 d. we doubled a 
J^ead-Land, and called it Cape Dobbs -, and the following 
Opening, we called Wager River, Tide 5 or 6 Knots from 
the Eaft, and full of Ice, EJkimaux Indians came aboard 
but had no Trade : Proceeding further North, we doubled 
another Head-Land, and called it Cape Hope j and failing 
further to N. Lat. 6y d. E. from Churchill Fort 12 d. 20 
m ; from the Mountains we fee a narrow dangerous Strait 
frozen over, and no Probability of its being clear this 
Year, deep Water, no Anchorage ; being afraid of freez- 
ing up, we returned to N. Lat. 64 d, here were many 
"Whale-Bone Whales ; we examined all along to N. Lat. 
6? d, Tide from the Eaftward : Augujl 1 5 we bore away 
for England, and Sept. 15, we arrived at Kerjlon in the 
Orkneys. 

I ftiall by Way of Amufement mention the Arguments 

ufed 
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ufed both Sides of the Queftion, in Favour of, and in Pre- 
judice againft a N. W. Pafiage to China. 

In Favour of a N. W. Pafiage. i. The Whales found 
in Plenty on the Weft Side of Hudfin's Bay, as there is 
no Mention of Whales in Hudfin's Straits, they do not 
come that Way j they cannot come from Davis Straits by, 
the frozen Straits of Midleton, becaufe of a wide and large 
Field of Ice ; Whales cannot pafs under a large Tract of 
Ice, they cannot live without blowing at Times in the 
open Air •, therefore thefe Whales muft come from the 
Weftern orPacifick Ocean, by fume Straits or Thorough- 
Fare in Hudfin's Bay : It is more probable that the great 
Whales in Davis Straits, when the Sea there begins to be 
froze up, pafs into the Ocean, or deeper Water, becaufe 
warmer ; Thus the Cod-Fifti upon the Coaft of New- 
England in very cold Winters, retire into deep Water : 
Mr. Dobb.s affirms that Midleton fee no Whales near Cape 
Hope or the frozen Straits ; he judges the frozen Straits to 
be only a Chimara ; therefore the Whales in Button's Bay 
muft come from the Weftward. 2. Wager River, where 
was Midleton's principal Enquiry, in N. Lat. 65 d. 24 m. 
W. Long.88 d. 37 m •, from 7 Miles wide at its Entrance, 
further up increafed to 8 Leagues wide, and from 14 to 80 
Fathom Water,and Whales were feen 20 Miles up the Ri- 
ver. Dobbs conjectures that thefe Whales came from the 
Weftern Ocean, by fome Strait or Pafiage South 0$ Wager 
River from N. Lat. 65 d. to 62 d ; here it is where the 
Jifkimaux Indians follow Whaling, and traded with Capt. 
Scrogs Anno 1722. 3. Midleton from fome undue Influ- 
ence, did not well infpect the Coaft, where the greateft 
Probability was of a Pafiage, defignedly he kept too great 
an Offing •, and defcry'd pretended Land and Mountains 
in the Clouds-, concluding there were no Thorough-Fares, 
he did not fend his Boats afhore to try for Inlets. Fox, 
Anno 1632 failing upon this Coaft, fee much broken 
Land and Iflands, and Plenty of Whales end of July. 
4. Midleton's Officers faid that the Tide was three Hours 
fooner at the Mouth of Wager River than at Cape Frigid ; 

therefore 
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therefore the Tide did not come from the frozen Straits 
and Boffins Bay Eaftward, but from fome Straits Weft- 
ward ; the fame malecontent Officers allured Mr. Dob fa, 
that the higher up Wager River, the Water became the 
falter, and the Flood was from W. S. W. Midleton fays 
the Tide came from North-Eafterly. 

To evince the Impracticablenefs of a N. W. Paflage, 1 
i. The French very inquifitive and mindful of their Inter- 
eft, feem to give up any Profpect of this Paffage, becaufe 
by the Treaty of Utrecht they readily renounced for ever 
to Great-Britain, the fole and exclufive Benefit of aN. W. 
Paffage to China from Hud/on* s Bay or Davis Straits when 
difcovered, 2. The Whales on theWeftSide ofHudfotfs 
Bay, by the frozen Straits, came from Davis Straits where 
they are plenty. 3. Midleton fays (we cannot anfwer for 
his Vouchers) that Indian Travellers have gone by Land 
from Churchill River, as high as the Aretick Circle, but met 
with no Thorough-Fares ; his Northern Indians which he 
took on Board, in Churchill River were chiefly defigned to 
fhew him theCopper- Mines. 4, The further upWager Ri- 
yer,theTides rife lefs ; the Water from fait becomes break- 
ifh, and the higher the more frefh. 5. Midleton writes, that 
from his ownExperience, there is noThorough-Fare from 
Churchill River in N. Lat. 59 d. to N. Lat. 67 d 1 and 
further North, if there be any Straits or Thorough-Fare, 
it cannot be clear of Ice (if ever clear) above a Week or 
two in the Year, and therefore impracticable ;■ From the 
River Wager toN. Lat. 62 d, he flood into every Bay and 
fearched the Coaft narrowly. 6. As the Winds there are 
generally from the N. W. and excefllvely cold, there muft 
be a long continued or connected Tract of Land Weft? 
ward, covered with perpetual Snow and Ice and therefore 
impracticable. Moreover, if there is any fuch Strait, it is 
narrow and long ; the Adventurers would run a certain 
Rifk of being froze up and of perilhing. 



SECT, 

" 1 



of Newfoundland, qSjJ 

SECT. VI. 

Jpbncerning the Ifland of Newfoundland, and its Cod-; 

Fifhery. 

'THIS is a Fifhery of longer (landing, than are any of 
our Colony or PlantationSettlements-,it is noCoIony 3 
it is not confined to any Patent or exclufive{Company,but 
is an open general Britijb Cod-Fifhery, confiding of many 
Lodges,or commodious Harbours for curing of Cod-Fifh^ 
for the Spanijb, Portuguefe^ and Italian Markets. 

* Our Claims of Difcovery,not Occupancy * run fohigh 
as the Times of the Cabots coafting along the Eaftem 

Shore 

* The Cod-Fifhery, profitable, and fufficient to fupply many and 
large Markets ; is peculiar to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Neav- 
England : A Monopoly of this Fifhery in thefe Seas, to be called a 
Mare Claufum, would be avaft Advantage to the Trade and Navigati- 
on of Great-Britain, if it could be obtained at the enfuing Congrefs 
for a general Peace amongft the States in Europe :• it is true, the French 
and Spaniards have a confiderable Claim to fome Intereft in the Netu- 

foundland Cod-Fifhery, becaufe the Guipifcoers of Spain, and the Bayon- 
ners of France were contemporary, if not more early in that Fifhery 
than England. By the Treaty of Utrecht, the Guipifcoeans and the 
other Subje&s of Spain> were allowed their claimed Privilege of fifhing 
at the Ifland of Newfoundland : by the fame Treaty the French were 
allowed to fifh, and cure their Fifh on that Part of Newfoundland horn. 
Cape Bonavijla, N. Lat. 49 d. 30 m. to the Northermofl Part of the 
Ifland in N. Lat. 51 d. 30 m ; and from thence running down by the 
Weftern Side to Point-Riche in N. Lat. 50 d. 30. m ; by the Cod-Fifh 
being more plenty, and by falling in nearer the Shore, the Cod-Fifhery 
Of the North Part of the Ifland, feems to be more profitable than 
upon the Southern Harbours of the Ifland ; by this Conceffion before 
the War Jn. 1744 the French had the better of us in the Cod-Fifhery 
Trade. — King Charles 1. bubled by the French, gave them a Liberty 
of fifhing and curing Fifh in Newfoundland, upon the filly Pretext of 
fupply ing an Englijb Convent in France with Fifh. 

This Cod-Fifhery is not only a confiderable Addition to the Trade 
and Wealth of Great- Britain $ but by the many Men employed in 
catching and curing of the Cod-Fifh, is a good Nurfery for our Navy 
and other Navigation (the Plantation Trade, the Fifhery of Newfound- 
land, the Coal Trade of Ncwcafile, and the Watermen upon the 
River of Thames, are the greac Nurferies or Seminaries of our Navi- 
gation 
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Shore of North- America upon a N. W. Difcovery, and 
their taking PolTeffion for the Crown of England^ from 
PJace to PJace •, they fettled no Fifhery there, but gave 
it the Name Anno 1507 of Terra de Baccaleos with good 
Propriety •, that is, Cod-Fifh Land : The French called 
it Terre Neuve, we retain their Name and call it New- 
foundland. 

Secretary Walfingham Anno 1583 (about this Time all 
the trading Nations of Europe were intenfe upon a N. W. 
PafTage to China and the Eafi-Indies) being informed of 
a Wefterly Opening North of North-Virginia (the prefcnt 
Nova- Scotia) lent out Sir Humphrey Gilbert \ a Gentleman 
of Eftate upon the Difcovery ; this Gentleman fail'd up 
the Gulph and fome Part of the River St. Laurence >, and 
in Form,took PoiTeffion of Newfoundland and Canada for 
the Crown of England ; he fettled a Fifhery at Newfound- 
land, but being caft away upon his Return toEngland, the 
Fifhery was foon relinquifh'd ; but profecuted by the 
French, Spaniards and Portuguefe. 

Anno 1608 this Fifhery was again undertaken by John 
Guay of Briflol Merchant ; feveral Englifh Men, Wo- 
men, and Children winter*d there, Anno 1613. 

Anno 1 610 King James gave to the Earl of Southamp- 
ton Lord Keeper, and others, a Grant from Bonaviffa to 
Cape St. Mary W. of Cape Raze ; fome Families were 
fent over ; it did not anfwer, they returned to England. 

Anno 1620 or 1623 Sir George Calvert principal Secre- 
tary of State, afterwards Lord Baltimore, obtain'd a Pa- 
tent for fome Part of Newfoundland, from the Bay of 
Bulls to Cape St. Marys; he fettled a Fort and Plantation 
at Fairyland ; but in the Time of the Troubles in the ci- 
vil War of England, it was difcontinued, and was outed 



gation) if the French could by Treaty be excluded from this Fifhery, 
it would contract their Navigation Seminary very much. Canada does 
not increafe their Navigation much, their Trade employs a very fmall 
inconfiderable Number of Vefiels : Their inland Fur and Skins Bu- 
finefs is managed by a few French Couroures des Bois, andlndians caUeA 
Lcs Hammet des Bois j therefore Canada can not people fad. 
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by Sir David Kirk. A. 1654. having retained fome Claim 
until that Time, Lord Baltimore a zealous RomaH Gathd- 
lick came abroad (as the firft Settlers of New- England did 
in their Religion Way ) to enjoy the free Exercife of his 
Religion in Quiet : from Newfoundland he removed to 
Virginia, but the Virginians being as zealous for the Church 
of England Way, as he was for the Church Of Rome' Way$ 
he became uneafy, and went further up the Bay of Chefd- 
peak above the Virginian Settlements J and afterwards ob- 
tained a moft beneficial Patent of thofe Lands now called 
Maryland^ which the Family enjoy to this Day ; at drefent 
this Family is Chriftian Proteftant. 

The French mdde a Settlement at Placehtid in the South 
Part of the Ifland where the Cod-Fifh firft fet in yearly 5 
this was relinquifhed to Great Britain by the Treaty of 
Utrecht A. 1713* and by Way of Equivalent, the French 
had given to them* the Iflands of Gape Breton, and all the 
other Iflands in the GulphofS/. Laurence, and Liberty to 
catch and cure Fifh in the northern Harbours of Newfound- 
land : the French pretend, that they have had a conftan^ 
Fifhery at Newfoundland ever fince it was taken Foffeffiori 
of, for Francis I. King of France, by VeraZano a Floren- 
tine. In Cromwel's Time Sir David Kirk's Family refided 
fome Years in Newfoundland, he invaded Canada feveral 
Times, and had a Grant of Lands Not th of St. LaurenM 
River* called Canada-, but King Charles II. always more in 
the French Intereft ( Kings may be bought to betray 
their own Countries Intereft ) than in that of Great Bri- 
tain, Quitclaim'd Canada, asalfo Placentia,St. Peters Uq* 
of Newfoundland in the Gulph of St. Laurence, to the 
French. 

The Englifh have been for a long Time in the tffe of 
this Fifhery, A. 1545 there was an Ad of iheEngliJh Par- 
Jiament, for Encouragement to the Englifjj Merchants' 
trading to Newfoundland t the firft Family Settlements 
with Continuance feems to have been A. 16 10, at prefent 
there are nine or ten Settlements called Harbours, not 
Towns, where they cure and fhip off their dry Cod FiA ■ 
N n At 
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at this Writing^. 1748 there are about 4000 People 
winter there : they fifh and cure Fifh from May to Otto- 
her, the Fifhery is generally off the Mouths of their Har- 
bours, they do not fifh much upon the Banks. 

M. Bellin fays, that from good Obfervations Cape Raze> 
its Southernmoft Point lies in N. Lat. 46. d. 50 m ; its 
Northern moll Land in the Straits of Belle Ifle, lies in N. 
Lat. 51 d. 30 m : its greateft Breadth (the Ifiand refembles 
an Ifofceles Triangle)orBafe is from Cape Raze to Cape Ray e 
about 80 Leagues. From the Nothern Part of Cape Breton 
Ifland or St. Paul are 1 5 Leagues to Cape Raze or rather 
Cape Sud the Entrance of the Gulph of St. Laurence : the 
North Cape of Breton IQand lies in N. Lat. 47 d. 5 m. 

The great Bank of Newfoundland lies from N. Lat. 4.1 
d. to 49 d. and 90 Leagues from E. to W ; Diftance 
from Cape Raze about 35 Leagues. 

As to the Regulations, Difcipline or Oeconomy of 
Newfoundland. Differences amongft the Fifhermen of the 
feveral Harbours, are at firfl Inftance determined by the 
Admirals fo called, being the firfl Ship Maflers who arrive 
for the Seafon in the refpective PJarbours ; from this 
Judgment, Appeal lies to the Commodore of the King's 
ftation'd Ships, who determines in Equity. Felonies in 
Newfoundland are not triable there, but in any County of 
Great Britain. Newfoundland having no Legiflative 
AfTembly or Reprefentative of the Debtors of the 
Country, their Currency is not perverted but continues at 
a fterling Value. At prefent the Commodore of the 
King's Ships ftationed for the Protection of the Fifhery of 
Newfoundland, is Govemour of Newfoundland, during his 
Continuance there, by the Title of Governour and Com- 
modore in Chief of Newfoundland, and of the Forts and 
Garrifons there ; there are alfo Lieutenant Governours of 
the Forts of Placentia and St. Johns at 10/ Sterl. per 
Day. As we hinted, the Mailer of the Veffel who firfl 
arrives in the feveral Harbours, is called, Admiral of 
that Harbour, and aits as a Magitlrate, and is called Lord 
vi the Eiajbour. 

The 
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* The annual Quantity of Cod-Fifh fhipt off by Britijh 
Subjects from Newfoundland is various from ioo,oooQuin- 
tals to 300,000 Quintals •, generally they make double the 
Quantity in Proportion to what is made in New-England. 

Capt. Smith, a Man of Credit, writes ^.1623, that there 
fimed upon the Coaft of Newfoundland yearly about 250 
Sail of Englifh VefTels, at a Medium of 60 Tuns, and re- 
turned the Value of £ 135,000 Sterling annually : their 
Method of fharing at that Time, was one Third to the 
Owners, one Third for victualling, and one Third to the 
Ship's Company. 

The Commodore of the King's Ships at Newfoundland^ 
when the Fifhing Seafon is over, receives from each Har- 
bour a Report in diftinet Columns. I fhall Iniiance the 
Year 1701, being in Time of Peace, a medium Year, 
and the Accounts the mod diftinft. 

The State of Newfoundland Anno 1701. 



Number of Ships, Fifhers, 

Sacks or Purchafers 

Burthen of faid Ships 

Number of Men belonging to faid Ships 

Number of Fifhing Ships Boats 

Number of Inhabitants Boats 

Number of By Boats 

Quantity of Fifh made by Ships 

Quantity of Fifii made by Inhabitants 

Q^of Train or Liver Oil made by Ships 

Train or Liver Oil made by Inhabitants 

Number of Stages 

Number of Men 

Number of Women 

Number of Children 

Number of Servants 



75 
46 

7,991 Tuns 



338 

558 

97 

79,820 Quint.' 
136,500 Quint. 
1,264 Hhds. 
2,534 Hhds. 

544 
461 

166 . 

256 

2,698 



of 



* The Efti mates in a late Pamphlet, called, The Importance 
Cc.pe-Dutcn coofidered, are too much at Random, and erroneous. 

Anno 



1 


3,500 Quint 


3 


i 3>7 oc > 


2 


1 3>3°° 


I 


1,200 


20 


37,000 


4 


11,000 


5 


11,200 


i 


4,000 


i7 


29,000 


JL ! 


7,200 
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Anno ij 16 exported to Spainfortugal and Italy 106V 
^52 Quintals. * y 

The Fifh fhipt off from the feveral Harbours, I (hall 
jnftance a Year of fmall Fifhery. 

Anno 1724 were' (hint off 
From the Harbours | No. Veffds I Quantity of Fifh 
St. Peters and Placentia I 
Trepaffhy 
Formoofe 
B-enufe 
St, Johns 
Conception Bay 
Trinity 
Bona Vifia 
Fairyland 
Bay of Bulls 

59 111,100 

Anno 1732 were fhipt off from Newfoundland about 
200,000 Quintals, laft Year being A. 1747. were export- 
ed fomewhat more. 

In Newfoundland they reckon, when well fifht, 200 
Quintals to the Inhabitants Boat or Shallop, and 500 
Quintals to a Banker. 

The Liberty allow'd by the Treaty of Utrecht to the 
Trench, for fifhing and curing of Fifh in the Northern 
Parts of Newfoundland, abridges us of an exclufive Navi- 
gation ; fuchas the French fully enjoy, by an Edicl^. 
j 727 (by Virtue of the 5th and 6th Articles of Peace 
and Neutrality in America concluded November. 6. A. 
1686 ) it is peremptorily declared, that all Englifh Vef- 
fels failing within a League of the Shores of any French 
Ifland, (hall be feized and confifcated, without any other 
Proof of Trade. St. Malo and Granville are the princi- 
pal French Cod-Fifhery in North America ; there are fome 
from St, Jean de Lux, Bayone, and Nantes ; before Cape 
Breton lately fell into the Poffeffion of Great- Britain, the 
French Bankers when long out, went to water and refre/h 
at Cape Breton, p our 
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Four to five thoufand Newfoundland frefh Cod Fifh 
are reckoned to make one hundred Quintals of well cured 
dry Cod or 3 Quintals wet Fifh make 1 dry. The 
Livers from 100 Quintals dry Cod, afford about one 
Hogfhead or 60 Gallons of Liver Oil. After the Fifh 
are headed, boned, fplit, and faked, the Shoremen deliver 
one half the Weight, the overplus goes for their Labour. 

The Cod-Fifh annually appear firft at St. Peters and Pla- 
centia in May, and thence proceed Northward along Shore 
to St. Johns, Trinity &c, and in Autumn are fifht by the 
French in the North parts of Newfoundland. Cod follow 
the bait Fifh, as they appear near the Shore fucceffively 
during the fifhing Seafon ; firfl are the Caplin, next come 
the Squid, the Herrings take their Courfe in Autumn, at 
other Times a Mufcle is their Bait. 

Their Fifh Ships are diftinguifhed into, Fifhing-Ships 
which by their own Boats and Men catch and cure their 
Fifh-Cargoes, and Sack-Ships which purchafe their Fifh 
from the Inhabitants. 

The Soil is Rocks and Mountains f inhofpitable ; 
their Trees are Pine, Fir called Spruce,* and Birch ; 
Strawberries and Rafpberries here are good and plenty. 
In Newfoundland there are no Land-Eftates •, but manp 
of their Salmon Streams or Falls belong to Patentees. In 
the Winter, they make Seal- Oil, and fave their Skins. 
The great Iflands of Ice which appear upon or near the 
Banks of Newfoundland, come from Davis Straits. 

Goods imported to Newfoundland and confumed there, 
are only Salt, Bread, Flower, Rum, and MolafTes •, paya- 
ble either in Fifh as the Price fhall break, which is gene- 
rally at 10/ St. per Quintal, or in Bills of Exchange upon 
Great- Britain ; thefe Bills of Exchange are from the Sack 
Ships who purchafe their Fifh or Cargo from the Inha- 
bitants by Bills : Bills purchafe thefe Goods cheaper, 

f No Sledding, no Wheel Carriages ; their Fire- Wood is carried 
fome Miles upon Men's Shoulders. 

* Spruce I eaves and Buds decoded in Place of Hops, make an a- 
grecable Beer or Drink, and it tilctmed good in the Scurvy. 

than 
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than the Fifli Truck, becaufe the Fifhermen impofe any 
Fifh in Pay. 

The feveral Bickerings that have happened in New- 
foundland between the Britijh and French, cannot be re- 
hearfed minutely in a Summary ; we mall only mention 
a few. Anno 1704, Auguji 18, about 140 French and 
Indians, in two Sloops from Placentia, land in Bonavijte 
Harbour, and burnt four VelTels. Anno 1 705 in the 
Winter, M. Subercajfe Governor of Placentia, afterwards 
Governor of Nova Scotia, with 550 Soldiers and Inhabi- 
tants of Placentia, and from Canada with fome Indians, 
ranfack all the Southern Settlements in a few Days, car- 
ried away 140 Prifoners ; laid ConfumptionBay, Trinity, 
and Bonavijte under Contributions, having burnt their 
Stages and Craft ; they befieged the Fort of St. Johns 
(Capt. Moody and 40 Soldiers in Garrifon) 5 Weeks in 
vain •, St. Johns is the principal Britijh Fimery Settlement 
in Newfoundland; Anno 17 10 the Garrifon of St. Johns 
was reinforced by two Companies of Marines. 

Placentia was quit-claim'd by France to Great-Britain, 
and Anno 17 14 June ift Col. Moody being appointed 
Lieutenant Governor of Placentia, received Poffeflion 
from M. Cajlabella who fucceeded M. Subercajfe as 
Governor of Placentia Anno 1 706, when Subercajfe was 
removed to the Government of V Ac cadi e or NovaSco- 
tia •, this Cajlabella was made Governor of Cape- Breton 
Iflands and continued in that Government many Years. 
Anno 1 719 Col. Gladhill was appointed Lt. Governor of 
Placentia in Place of Col. Moody. This prefent Anno 
1748 Lt. Governor of Placentia is Major Hamilton ; and 
Lt. Governor of St. Johns is Capt. Bradjlreet. 

The following Accounts of Fifheries fall in naturally 
with this Section, and carries along with it fome Account 
of the New- England Fimery. 

A Digression concerning Fijheries. 

The principal and excenfive Branches of Fifhery inCom- 
merce, are 1. Whaling, which is in common to all maritime 
Nauons } but followed to bed Advantage by the Dutch, it is 

called 
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called thegreatFifhery,asHerring,andCod fifhing are called 
the fmall Fifheries. 2. Herrings, of thefe the Dutch alfo 
make the moft Gain, although the only herring Fifhery, 
known to us, of Quantity and Quality, fufficient and pro- 
per for the Markets, is confined to the Britijh Seas which 
is a Mare Claufum,znd in all Refpeds is the Britijh peculiar 
Property, excepting that it is a natural Thorough-Fare or 
highWay to all Nations in their outward bound and in- 
ward bound Voyages -, and Great Britain, with greater 
Propriety, may be called Herrings Ifland, than Newfound- 
land called Vena de Baccaleos : The Dutch in the Reign 
of Charles I. agreed to pay annually to Great Britain, 
£ 30,000 Sterling for Licence or Liberty of fifhing for 
Herrings upon the Coafts of Great-Britain, they paid only 
for one Year 1636 and no more •, Crsmwel in his Decla- 
ration of War againft the Dutch,, made a Demand of the 
Arrears of this licence Money ( at the fame Time he infi- 
lled upon Satisfaction for the Amboyna Affair ) but the 
principal Differences which occafioned the War being 
foon accommodated, thefe Demands were dropt. 3. Cod- 
Fijh. The European North Sea Cod, the Cod from the 
Banks of Holland and Coafl of Ireland are much fuperiour 
in Quality to the American Cod *, but in no Degree ade- 
quate to the Spanifh, Portuguefe, and Italian Markets : 
the Cod Fifhery to fupply Markets, is peculiar to New- 
foundland,Nova Scotia&nd New England : If Great Britain, 
pending this French War, continue with Succefs to reduce 
the French Trade and Colonies, we may give the Law \ 
and have Newfoundland, the Iflands in the Gulph of St. 
Laurence, Nova Scotia and New-England, confirmed to us 
in Perpetuity ; with an exclufive Trade and Navigation 

upon the Coafts thereof to the Extent Seaward of . 

Leagues >, thus we fhall have the Monopoly of the Cod- 
Fifhery ; at a low Eftate, we can afford at a Medium 
300,000 Quintals per Annum, whereof Bilboa the dry 
Cod- Fifhery Barcadier takes off from 70,000 to 80,000 
Quintals per An. to fupply Madrid, and fomc other inland 
Countries of Spain. 

To 
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To render thefe Accounts diftincl, I (hall reduce them 
to five Heads. 1. The Whale Fijhery . 2. Herring- 
Fijhery. 3. Cod- Fijhery. 4. The /mailer Fijheries ex- 
portable but of no great Account. And, 5. Some Fijh 
not exportable or merchantable, but of great Benefit in 
prefent fpending efpecially for the Poor. 

1. Whales. See a Digrefiion concerning Whaling, 
P. §6. we fhall further add the following Remarks 5 
Whales, that is the true or Bone Whales go South- 
ward ( they are PafTengers according to the Seafons) 
towards Winter, and return Northward in the Spring. 
Formerly in New-England Cape-Cod embay'd them, but 
being much difturbed (they feem to have fome Degree of 
Reafon) they keep a good Offing. The fmaller Whales, 
viz. Sperma Ceti, Fin Backs, Hump-Backs, &c. which ne- 
ver go far to the Northward, but ftroll confiderably South- 
ward, are apt to ftrand upon the Shoals of North-Carolina 
and Bahama Banks : They become Drift Whales, and fome 
afford drift SpermaCeti. In their PafTages North and 
Souths having kept an Offing to the Banks, tho' they 
were incommoded by the Whale- Fifhers ; at prefent in 
their PafTages they keep deep Water ; and upon a Peace 
the Whalers are to fifh for them in deep Water. 

New-England Whaling at prefent is by Whaling Sloops 
or Schooners with two Whale Boats and 13 Men ; each 
Boat has an Harpooner, a Steerfman, and four Rowers : 
The Whale-Boats do not ufe Thaughts but Noofes for 
their Oars, upon Account of Expedition ; becaufe only 
by letting go their Oars, without loofing of them, they 
keep expeditioufly long Side of the Whale. The beft 
Place of ftriking a Whale is in her Belly, about one Third 
from her Gills ; the Faft is a Rope of about 25 Fathom % 
then a Drudge or Stop- Water, a Plank of about 2 Feet 
fquare, with a Stick through its Center ; to the further? 
End of this Stick, is faftned a Tow- Rope, called the 
Drudge Rope of about 1 5 Fathom ; they lance, after ha- 
ving faftned her by the Harpoon, till dead. 
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The New England Whalers reckon fo many Ct. Wt. 
Bone, as Bone is Feet long : For Inftance, 7 Foot Bone 
gives 700 Wt. Bone : New England Bone fcarce ever 
exceeds 9 Feet ; and loo Barrels Oil is fuppofed to yield 
1000 Wt. of Bone Whales killed in deep Water, if they 
fink, never rife again. 

Sperma Ceti Whales do not go far North *, they are 
gregarious, or in Sholes ) they go Southward to the Ba- 
hama Iflands in OtJober, and return in the Spring : Moil 
of the Bermudas Whales are Finbacks, 20 to 30 pr. An. 
caught. 

A Whale (handed back of Cape-Cod, yielded 134 bar- 
rels Oil, and — Wt. of Bone ; this Whale was fo fat* 
that, fome poor People tried the mufcular Flcfh, and 
made 30 Barrels more Oil. In New- England Whaling, 
they go upon Shares* one Quarter to the VelTel or Own- 
ers, the red to the Company, finding themfelves victual- 
ing and whaling Geer. The Whalers in deep Water, of 
at a confiderable Diftance from Nantucket, fit out in the 
Beginning and Middle of March. Third Week of July 
Anno 1738 arrived our Whalers from Davis Straits. 
The New England True Whale, is the fame with the Eu- 
ropean North-Cape Whales, are not eafily kill'd, being a- 
gile and very wild ; the Dutch do not fifh them. Spermd 
Ceti Whales do not go far North, they pafs by New- 
England in OtJober, and return in the Spring. Grampus* s t 
Battle-no/es y and the other fmall Cetaceous Kind are called 
Black Fijh. 

It is noteafily to be accounted for, that Whales do not 
in Courfe of Years become fcarcer ; confidering the con- 
tinued great Slaughter of them by the Whaling Nations, 
they bring only one Calf at a Time after many Months 
Gcftation, whereas other Fifh fpawn Multitudes. 

Fifh-Oil is, 1. That from the True or Whale-Bone 
Whale, and the other large Whales. 2. Villous 0//frorh 
theSperma Ceti Whales. $.Black Fijb Oil from Grampus's, 
Bottle nofes, Porpus's, Sec. of the fmall Cetaceous Kind' 
4. Liver-Oil from the Livers of fundry Fifhes, efpeciallJ 
00 Of 
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of Ccd-Fifti. 5. That from the Blubber or Penicula 
adipofa of Seals and Sea-Cows. There are two Sorts 
of Seals, one Sort has its Skin dappled or in fmall Spots, 
the other Sort called the Ice Seal, hath a large black Patch, 
runs flow, and is kill'd by a fmall Blow on the Head ; 
500 have been killed in a Harbour at Newfoundland 
in a Morning •, the Skins and Blubber is their mercantile 
Produce. The Sea-Cow or Morfe is plenty upon the 
Coafts of Nova -Scotia and the Gulph of St. Laurence, 
particularly at the Ifland of St. Johns ; it is of the Bignefs 
of a midling Cow fit is not the fame with the Manatee 
of the Gulph of Mexico) a very thick Skin with Hair 
like that of a Seal. 

In cold Winters the Whales, as do other Filh, keep in 
deep Water. The New-England People whale with a 
Drudge or Stop- Water, not with long Ropes or Warps 
as the Hollanders. Upon the Coaft of New-England, 
"Whales go Northward from the Middle of March to the 
Middle of May. About 30 Years ago, Communibus An- 
fits were exported from New-England about 5,000 Bar- 
rels of Fifh-Oil, at this Writing Anno 1748, about 
10,000 Barrels, notwithstanding the Whales keeping a 
greater Offing. 

1. Herrings. In this Tribe of Fifties there are many 
Species or diftincl: Kinds, viz. The Shadd, the true Her- 
ring, the Alewife, the Sardinia, the Anchovie, &c. In 
this Article, I write only of the true or merchantable 
Herring ; in good Quality and large Quantities, they 
feem peculiar to the Coafts of the Britijh Iflands, and 
I mail in the firft Place mention thefe as a Standard. 

Upon the Coafts of Great-Britain, Herrings make their 
firft Appearance Northward (at the Weftern Iflands of 
Scotland they appear in the Spring,) as it is commonly 
faid, at the * Shetland Iflands in N. Lat. 61 d, beginning 

of 



* Shetland Iflands are the ultima Tbule of the Ancients : In the 
Winter the Seas are open, but harrafied with continued Storms, fo as 

to 
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oF June ; by Cuftom the Hollanders do not begin to fifh 
until t June 24th, and return to Holland in Augufi and 
September : 2000 BulTes (a Pink-fterned Catch of about 
40 to 50 Tun) have at one Time fifhedin Brajfa Sound ; 
about Midfummer Herrings are in the greatcfi. Perfection. 
It is faid, they come from the Northern deep Waters (we 
hear of no Herrings about Ifeland under the Northern 
Polar Circle ; a Cod-Fifhery has been attempted there, 
but turns to no good Account ) in a large Body or Shole, 
and meeting with the Iflands of Great- Britain this Shole 
is fplit •, one Part or Wing takes along the Eaftern Shore, 
and make in fuccefiively into all the Friths of Scotland, 
more efpecially in Augujl to the Frith of Forth at Dunbar 
and Fife Side ; their next great Appearance is at Yarmouth 
Roads upon the Coaft of England, where the Butch pre- 
fume again to fifh for them ; thence to the Mouth of the 
River Thames, and thence to the Southern and Weftern 
Parts of England -, at Ilfracembe, N. Lat. 51 d. 10 m. 
within the Mouth of the SevernKivsr about two Leagues 
to Sea, they fifh Herrings from Michaelmas to Chriftmas, 
and make 10,000 to 12,000 Barrels pr An. In the Au- 
tumn the Herrings fpawn, become lank or lean, and are 
only fit for being cured by fmoaking called Red Herrings ; 
it is imagined that foon after fpawning they difappear in 
deep Water South of the Britijh Iflands : The Weftern 
Shole or Wing of this great Body, pafs amongft the 



to have no Communication with the oilier Part* of the Earth. The 
Dutch Eafi- India Ships by a Handing Order always return between the 
Orkmy and Shetland Iflands. In Shetland their Mother or indigenous 
Tongue or Language is Norje or Norwegian, it W£S originally a Dani/h 
Property, and upon King James VI. of Scotland marrying a Daughccr 
of Danemark it was quit-claim'd to Scotland. The People of anycon- 
derable Bufinefs there, fpeak Englijh, Norfe, and Dutch. 

r By a Refolve of the Senate of Hamburg, no Herrings are deem'd 
m be in Maturity, fit to be imported to a Market until Midfummer. 
Hamburgh* principal Mart for Herrings, it fur plies the North 
Parts of Germany by the River Elbe and its Branches, as Dantzici fup- 
pliea Poland by the //"<// or Vijluh and its Branches. 

he.. 
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JLewis 1 s.or * Scots Weftern Iflands, thence this Part of Body 
of Herrings fubdivides when they meet with Ireland* one 
Column proceeds to the Weftern Coaft of Ireland* the 
other Column, pafs along St. Georges or the Irijh Channel 
to the Mouth of the Severn. 

It feems more reafonable to think, that thefe Herrings 
are conftant Retainers to the Iflands of Great-Britain* fome 
Times difappearing in deep Water, and at other Times 
appearing in Shole- Water, according to their various feed- 
ing and fpawning Grounds ; fo as annually to make the 
Circuit of thefe Iflands ; and as is the Manner of all Paf- 
fenger Fifh, go Northward towards Summer, and South- 
ward towards Winter or cold Weather, and in very cold 
AVeather take to deep or warmer Water. And in Fact 
or Obiervation we find the Herrings appear amongft the 
"Weftern Iflands of Scotland in Spring, they are at Shetland 
and the North Parts of Scotland in Summer, they are a- 
Jong the Eaft and South Coafts of Great Britain in Au- 
tumn, and in St. Georges Channel in Winter. 

The Britijh Herrings fpawn in Auguft and September : 
When they fpawn, the Fifhermen call it fouling of the 
Water ; it is faid they go by Pairs to the Bottom, and 
rub their Bellies in the Mud and Sand until their -j- Milts 
and Rows are difcharged •, foon after this the Herring- 
Fijhery is fuppofed to be over, and that the Herrings take 
to Sea or deep Water. 

Dantzick is the principal Market for the Scots and 
Dutch white or pickled Herrings* next are Hamburg and 
Stockholm •* the Dutch re-pickle their Herrings in Holland. 

The Herrings of Newfoundland, Nova- Scotia and New- 
England, are either of a different Species, or of a bad 
Quality, and if in curing their Quality could be remedied, 
they are not of a fufflcient Quantity to fupply the Her- 
ring Markets : They are caught in Seans or Malhes, 

* Called by the ancient Geographers JEbudsc or Hebrides, here are 
Plenty of Cod and Long Fifh : May confift of about 40,000 Souls or 
Inhabitants. 

f Lafits. 

they 
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they have been pickled and barrelled for the Negroes in 
the Weji-India Iflands, but turned out not merchantable, 
and that Branch of Fifhery was dropt. In Newfoundland 
they come in by Autumn, being their laft bait Fifh. In 
New England notwithftanding of their being a periodical 
Fifh, their Periods are uncertain -, at prefent they are not 
fo plenty as formerly, and generally fet in to fpawn to- 
wards the End of Winter. 

Periodical Sholes orPaflengers of North Sea Fifh. upon 
the Eaftern Shore of North- America, are not found South 
of 41 d. N. Lat. fomeftragling Cod and Salmon are fome 
Times caught to the South of Nantucket or this Latitude, 
but do not anfwer the curing. 

3. Cod-Fishery. The Scots or North Sea dry Cod, 
and the New-England Winter dry Cod, are of the prime 
Quality •, they will bear watering ; Summer Fifh of 
New-England when watered, breaks. Large Winter Cod 
dry Fifh, is the beft for Bilboa Market, it retains its Mel- 
lownefs and will bear Land-Carriage to Madrid, fmaller 
Fifh will anfwer in other Markets ; in Great Britain and 
Ireland, they are not reckoned merchantable if under 18 
Inches in Length, from the firft Fin to the fetting on of 
the Tail, and are allowed no Salt Debenture or Bounty. 
Augufi and September are the beft Times for felling a Fifh 
Cargo in the Roman Catholick Countries, their Lent Stock 
by that Time is expended. 

The New- England Fifhery have their Salt, from Sal- 
tortugas, Cape de Verde Iflands, Turks Iflands or Bahama?, 
l.ifbon, and Bay of Bifcay. The Fifhermen victual with 
fait Pork only, Bifcuit, and Rum. All Cod-Fifh caught 
from the Beginning of June to the Beginning of 
Oclober are called Summer Fifh, the others are called 
Spring and Fall Fifh or Winter Fifh, and are of the be: 
ter Quality. The Salt Fleet from Tortugas generally ar- 
rives in New- England about the Middle of April. 

New- England dry Cod-Fifh, is more Sale burnt than 
thofe of Newfoundland, becaufc in New-England they ge- 
nerally 
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nerally ufe Salt from Tortugas and the JJle of May, which 
is too fiery •, at Newfoundland they make Ufe of Salt 
from Lijbon and the Bay of Bifcay, of a milder Qua- 
lity : In Newfoundland they work their Fifh Belly down, 
in New-England they work them Belly up, to receive 
more Salt, and add to their Weight. No Sun- burnt, Salt- 
burnt, or that have been a confiderable Time pickled be- 
fore dried, are to be deem'd merchantable Fifh. 

Marblehead in New-England mips off more dry'd Cod, 
than all the reft of New-England befides ; Anno 1732 a 
good Fifh Year, and in profound Peace, Marblehead had 
about 120 Schooners of about 50 Tuns Burthen, 7 Men 
aboard, and one Man afhore to make the Fifh, is about 
1000 Men employed from that Town, befides the Sea- 
men who carry the Fifh to Market ; if they had all been 
well fifh'd, that is' 200 Quintals to a Fare, would have 
made 120,000 Quintals •, at prefent Anno 1747 they 
have not exceeding 70 Schooners, and make 5 Fares 
yearly ♦, firft is to IJle of Sable, the Cod-Fifh fetin there 
early in the Spring, and this Fare is full of Spawn •, for- 
merly they fitted out in February, but by ftormy Wea- 
ther having loft fome Veffels, and many Anchors, Cables 
and other Gear, they do not fit out until March -, their fe- 
cond Fare is in May to Brown's Bank, and the other Banks 
near the Cape- Sable Coaft, thefe are alfo called Spring- 
Fifh •, their third and fourth Fares are to St. Georges 
Bank, called Summer Fifh ; their fifth and laft Fare is in 
Autumn to IJle of Sables, thefe are called Winter Fifh. 
New-England Cod is generally cured or dry 'd upon Hur- 
dles or Brufh. Anno 1721 were cured at Canfo of Nova- 
Scotia 20,000 Quintals of Cod-Fifh •, but, as it is faid, 
the Officers of that Garrifon ufed the Fiihermen ill, and 
no Fifhery has been kept there for many Years. At pre- 
fent Anno 1747, there is cured in all Places of Britifh 
North- America about 300,000 Quintals dry merchantable 
Cod. 

There are feveral other Particulars relating to the Cod- 
Fifhery interfperfed in the former Sheets, which we ihall 

not 
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not repeat, left we fhould deviate from the Character of 
a Summary. We fhall obferve, that the French have 
been too much conniv'd at in carrying on a confiderable 
Cod-Fifhery near the Mouth of the River St. Laurence at 
Gafpee contrary to Treaty, becaufe it lies in Nova-Scotia. 
Continued Wefterly or dry Winds are not requifite in 
curing dry Cod, becaufe they 'muft be fweated in Piles 
by fome damp Eafterly Weather. Winter Fifh ought 
not to be fhipt off 'till May ; for although the preceed- 
ing Frofts makes them look fair and firm, if fhip'd off too 
foon, the fubfequent Heat of the Hold, makes them 
fweat and putrify. The Stock Fifh of Norway and Ife- 
land, are Cod cured without Salt, by hanging in the Frofts 
of Winter upon Sticks, called Stocks in Dutch. 

4. Smaller Fisheries ufed in Commerce ; we 
fhall mencion a few. 

Scale Ftfb fo called, viz. Haddock, Hake, and Polluc, 
which in New- England are cured in the fame Manner as 
dry Cod ; thofe together with the dry Cod that is not fie 
for European Markets, are fhip'd off to the Weft- India 
Iflands, towards feeding of the Negro Slaves, and make 
a confiderable Article in our Trade to the Sugar-Iflands. 

Mackrel, fplit, faked and barrel'd for the Negroes in 
the Sugar IQands, are caught either by Hook, Seans, 
or Mafhes •, thofe by Hook are the beft, thofe by Seans 
are worft, becaufe in Bulk they are bruifed ; Mackrel will 
not take the Hook, unlefs it have a Motion of two or 
three Knots, if quicker they will take the Hook, but their 
Jaw being tender gives Way and the Mackrel is loft. 
There are two Seafons of Mackrel, Spring and Autumn, 
the Autumn Mackrel are the beft ; thofe of the Spring 
appear about Middle of May, very lean, and vanifh in 
two or three Weeks. 

Sturgeon very plenty ; fome arc 1 2 Feet long, and 
weigh 400 Wt. formerly a Merchant of Bofton, con track- 
ed with fome Fifhmongers in London, Anno 1721 hefent 
1500 Cags of 40 to 50 wt. (the Contract was for 5000 

Cags 
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Cags per An. ) the Fifh were good but too fait or ill- 
cured ; this Fifhery did not anfwer, and it was dropt. 
London is fupplied with Sturgeon from Dantzick, Ham- 
burg and Pilau. 

Salmon are plenty in all the Jlritijh North- America Ri- 
vers from Newfoundland to about N. Lat. 41 d. they fet 
in to Majfacbufetts-Bay about the Middle of April* they 
do not chufe warm Weather, therefore do not continue 
there long after having fpawnM j further North they con- 
tinue many Months. This Salmon is not of a good Qua- 
lity, and is not fo good for a Market, as the Salmon of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Alewi'Ues by fome of the Country People called Her- 
rings ; they are of the * Herring Tribe, but forriewhat 
Jarger than the true Herring, they are a very mean, dry, 
and infipid Fifh ; fome of them are cured in the Manner 
of white Herrings, and fent to the Sugar-Iflands for the 
Slaves, but becaufe of their bad Quality they are not iri 
Requeft : In fome Places they are ufed to manure Land, 
they aie very plenty, and come up the Rivers and Brooks 
into Ponds in the Spring, having fpawn*d they return to 
Sea, they never take the Hook. 

5. For spending fresh. Befides the above menti- 
oned Fifh, which are alfo eat when frefh, there are many 
Sorts which are not cured and fhip'd off. In New- Eng- 
land they are generally well known, and are much the 
fame as in Britain : We fhall refer them to the Sections 
of New -England. 

Many Fifh go up the Rivers, and into Ponds, earlier 
or later in the Spring to fpawn, viz, Salmon, Shad, Ale- 
wives, Tom-Cod, Smelts, &c •, and many good Laws have 
been made in New-England, to prevent their PafTages 
from being ftopt by Wares £sff. as they are of great Benefit 
to the Inhabitants near thefe Rivers and Ponds. 

* The Pilchard or Ha/ecu/a is not found in thefe Parts ; it is no 
where heard of, but upon the Coaft of Dinjonjhirt and Cornwall in 
England ; Dartmouth lies in the Cente.r of the Pilchard Fifhery j they 
are caught from the beginning of Augujl to the beginning of Noiiemltr; 
it is (mailer than a Herring. SECT. 
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SECT. VII. 
Concerning Nova Scotia, cr L'Accadifc.' 

THIS Country was called Nova-Scotid by Sir William 
Alexander, Secretary of State for Scotland; by Means 
of Sir Fcrdinando Gorge, Prefident of the New- England or 
Plymouth Company, he obtain'd a Royal Grant, Sept. 
jo. Anno 1621 ; he was afterwards created Lord Alexan- 
der, Vifcourtt of Canada, and Earl of Stirling Anno 1633. 
The French call it V Accadie, an Abreviation or Corrup- 
tion of Arcadia in the Morea of Greets, a Northern hilly 
Country of the Peloponefus : Hitherto, it cannot be called 
a Colony ; it is only an impotent Britijh Garrifon in art 
ill-regulated French Settlement : The French Settlers and 
the Britijh Garrifon Officers ( with much Impropri- 
ety ) call the Inhabitants Neutrals, though under the 
Protection and in Allegiance to the Crown of Great- Bri- 
tain ; there are no Britijh Settlers to compofe an AfTem- 
bly or Legifiature for making of Laws and raifing of 
Tax: j s. 

The French had early Settlements in V Accadie or Nova 
Scotia -,Capt. Argol UomVirginia Anno 1613 vifited Port- 
Royal and St. Croix and brought away two French VefTels. 
M. Biencourt was at that Time Governor of Port Royal 1 
Argol broke up fome French Settlements in Sagadahock 
and V Accadie called Part of New France, or Terra Cana- 
denfis ; at prefent the Country North of St. Laurence Ri- 
ver,only, retains this Name : This Expedition of Argot's 
made Way for Sir William Alexander's Patent. Sir Wil- 
liam admitted fome AJfociates, Anno 1623 they fent over 
a Ship with fome Settlers, but they all returned to Eng- 
land the fame Year, and the French .proceeded in their Set- 
tlements. K. Charles I, Anno 1625 upon his Marriage 
with Henrietta Maria, a Daughter of France, quit-claim\i 
Nova Scotia to the French. 

There have been many Revolutions in the Property 
and Dominion of Nova Scotia. 

P P • I. Anna 
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i. Anno 1627 and Anno 1628, Sir David Kirk and Af- 
fociaces, upon a private Adventure, but by Commiflion 
from the King or Crown of England, conquered the French 
Settlements in Canada and Nova Scotia ; and Patents were 
obtain'd from the Court of England, by which the Lands 
called Canada, North of the River St. Laurence were grant- 
ed to Sir David Kirk, and the Lands called Nova Scotia 
South of faid River were confirmed to Sir William 
Alexander. 

z. Sir William fold the Property to M. Claude de la 
Tour D'Aunay a French Proteftant, and Anno 1632 March 
29, by Treaty King Charles quit claim'd it to France. 

3. Cromwel fent Col. Sedgwick, he reduced it Anno 1 654, 
and it was confirmed to England by Treaty in the Year 
following ; M. St. Eftienne,Son and Heir of the above 
Claude de la Tour, came to England, made out his Claim, 
and had the Property furrendred to him ; this La Tour 
fold the Property to Sir Thomas Temple, who was Governor 
and in PoffeiTion of the Property until Anno 1662, it was 
then delivered up to the French by K. Charles II. (that 
Race ought to be called Sons of France, not Sons of 
Great- Britain) who agreed with the Temples for a Sum of 
10,000 £. St. to be paid them (but it never was fatisfied) 
upon Account of their Right. 

Menival was appointed Governor, and built a fmall 
ftockaded Fort, called Port Royal, upon a Bafon, 9 Miles 
from the Bay of Fundi ; Nova Scotia was confirmed to 
the French by the Breda Treaty Anno i66y, in the Man- 
ner of a Quit Claim. La Tour a French Proteftant, upon 
his returning to the Roman Catholick Way of Worihip, 
had it confirmed (as to Property) to him by the Court of 
France. La Tour in the various Viciflitudes, was Protef- 
tant when the Country was under the Dominion of Eng- 
land, and Roman Catholick when it was fubject to the 
King of France. La Tcur built a Fort at St. Johns River ; 
M. Donnee the French oovernor of V Accadie, deem'd it 
■irregular, and inconfiftent with the Royal Prerogative ; 
while La Tour was in France, he reduced it, and inhu- 
manly 
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manely deftroy'd La Tour's Wife and Family. La Tour 
became poor, borrowed a large Sum of Money of M. 
Belle IJle, a rich Merchant and Trader to North America, 
and afligned over to him one half of the Province, or 
Seigneur is. 

4. The French of V Accadie being troublefome Neigh- 
bours, New England fitted out an Expedition of 700 Men 
under Col. Phipps, at their own Charge An. 1690 {Meni- 
val Governor, the Fort ill fortified, and ill provided) they 
demolifhed the Fort ; the French took the Oaths of Al- 
legiance and Fidelity to the Crown of England, but foon 
revolted in Conformity to Roman Calholick and French 
Faith, and continued their Settlements ; and by the 
Treaty of Re/wick An. 1697, Great- Britain quit-claim'd 
it to France. N. B. The New-England Expedition fail'd 
from Bojlon {Nantajket is in Bojlon Harbour) 28th April, 
came before Port- Royal nth May,\v\ 2 or 3 Days Meni- 
nal furrendred, and the French Garrifon was fhipt off. 

Anno 1704 Major Church with 550 Voluntiers vifited 
Penobfcut, Pajfamaquady, and Les Mines ; they brought 
off about 100 Pri loners j in July they attempted Port- 
Royal, but in vain. 

Capt, Rowfe of Charkfiown Anno 1706, as a Flag of 
Truce was fent to Annapolis to exchange or redeem Pri- 
foners •, he with fome of his Owners and AfTociates in 
Bojlon, were under Sufpicion of fecret Contracts,* to fup- 
ply the French Enemy, Indictments were laid againfl them 
for high Mifdemeanors •, they were fined, but their Fine 
remitted : One Trip they brought Home 17 Prifoners, 
next Trip only 7 Prifoners. 

Anno 1707,8, March 13, from New England, there pro- 



* At prefent Anno 1747 and 1 748, the fame Game is play 'd, impune, 
from Rhode IJland, Nc-<> York and Philadelphia ; if this illicit Trade 
fupplied thcEncmy only with Superfluities andExtravagancies at a gond 
Trice, perhaps in Policy it might be connived at ; hut to relieve their 
Necei&tiea inflcad of diltrcffing them ( which the Proclamation of War 
in exprefs Words requires) feems to be a Degree ot lYeaion, oratleaft 
of high Mifdcmeanor. 

ceedc4 
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ceeded an Expedition againft Port- Royal, under Col. 
March, with 2 Regiments Militia, Wainwright and Hilton, 
covered by the Deptford Man of War from England, and 
the Province-Galley •, this Expedition had no Effect, and 
the Officers of the Deptford were blamed as negligent or 
refractory. 

Anno 1 709 Col. Nicholfon and Capt. Vetch apply at the 
Court of Great- Britain, for Sea and Land Forces to reduce 
Canada ; there being at that Time a Sort of Court War> 
it was not attended to, but upon their folliciting an Ex- 
pedition of lefs Confequence, viz. to reduce Port-Royal 
and the Country of Nova-Scotia, this was obtained. 

5. Nova Scotia continued with the French from Anns 
1 662 (Sir William Phips's, Reduction and Pofleffion of it 
Anno 1690 may be faid to be only momentary) until An. 
j 7 10, ir. was then reduced by a Force from Great Britain, 
and from New England under Col. Nicholfon, and confirm- 
ed to Great-Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht, and thus it 
remains to this Day. 

This Expedition under General Nicholfon (withlnfrruc- 
tions to all the Governors of New-England to be afiifting) 
and Adjutant General Vetch was as follows, Anno 17 10, 
July 15, Nicholfon with fome Britijh Officers, and Col, 
Reading's Marines arrive at Bojlon from England, for the 
intended Expedition : The Armament fet out from Bojlon 
Sept. 1 8, confiding of the Dragon, Falmouth, Leofiaff, and 
Fever/ham Men of War, the Star Bomb, and the Maffa- 
chufeits Province-Galley, with Tranfports, in all 36 Sail ; 
the Land-Forces aboard, were, One Regiment Marines 
from England, Two Regiments of Majfachufetts- Bay, One 
Regiment of Connecticut, and One Regiment of New- 
Hampfloire and Rhode JJland, commiffioned by the Queen, 
and arm*d by her Gift ; they arrived at Port Roy aim fix 
Days (the Grenadiers of Walton's. Regiment were com- 
manded by Mafcarene the prefent Governor of Annapolis 
Fort, and Commander in Chief of Nova Scotia) after a 
fmall Affair of cannonading and bombarding, the French 
Governor Subercaffe did capitulate, and October 5, the 

Fort 
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Fort was delivered up, and Col. Vetch according to Inflruc- 
tions becomes Governor. The Terms of Capitulation 
were, that all the French, being 48 1 Perfons within the 
Banlieu, or 3 Miles of the Fort, fhall be under the Pro- 
tection of Great-Britain, upon their taking the proper 
Oaths of Allegiance -, the other French Settlers were left 
to Difcretion, that in Cafe the French make Incurfions 
upon the Frontiers of New-England, the Britijh (hall make 
Reprifals upon the French in Nova-Scotia, by making fome 
of their chief Inhabitants Slaves to our Indians ; yet not- 
withstanding, the French of V Accadie commitHoftilities, 
but the Port-Royal and Cape-Sable Indians defire Terms of 
Amity and Alliance ; the Garrifon allowed to march out 
with 6 Cannon and 2 Mortars, afterwards bought by Ni- 
cholfon for 7,499 Livres 10 Sols: The Garrifon confifted 
of 258 Soldiers, with their Officers and other Inhabitants 
in all 48 1 Perfons Male and Female, were fhipt to Ro- 
chelle in France -, General Nicholfon fent Major Livingflon, 
and M. Subercajfe fent Baron St. Cajleen to Marquis de 
Veaudrueil General of Canada j. to acquaint him with this 
Event, they arrived at ^uebeck Dec. 16. The Men of 
War and Tranfports fail for Bojlon Oct. 14, leaving a 
Garrifon in Port- Royal now called Annapolis Royal, of 200 
Marines and 250 New England Voluntiers •, they were 
relieved next Year by 400 of the Troops deftined for Ca- 
nada. The New- England Charge in this Expedition was 
upwards of 23,000 £. St. reimburfed by Parliament. 

The French Governor's Commifiion, was in thefe 
Words •, Daniel Auger de Subercajfe, Knight of St. Louis 3 
Governor of U Accadie, of Cape- Breton Iflands and Lands 
adjacent from Cape Rozier of the great River St. Lau- 
rence, as far as the Eaft Parts of Quenebec River. 

Here it is not improper to annex the followingD/^r^^,, 

A Digression: concerning fome late Britiih Expeditions 
again/} Canada. 
Anno 1690 the New- Englanders having reduced Port- 
Royal, and all the reft of Nova- Scotia or U Accadie, were 

encouraged 
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encouraged to attempt Quebec in Canada the fame Year ; 
they fet out too late in the Year, want of Experience in 
their principal Officers, Sicknefs amongft their Men, and 
the Army of iooo Englijh with 1500 Indians, who at the 
fame Time were to march from Albany, by the Way of 
Lake Champlain to attack Monreal by Way of Diverfion 
to divide the French Forces, not proceeding •, occafioned 
a Mifcarriage, with the Lofs of 1000 Men, and a Lofs 
©f many of their Tranfports in their Return, with a great 
Charge incurred, which Charge occafioned the firft Emif 
fion of a pernicious * Paper Currency by Way of publick 
Bills 

* The Odium which I bear to this fallacious and defigned Cheat of 
a Plantation Government publick Paper Currency, leads me to antici- 
pate a little upon the Article of Paper Currencies defign'd for the Ap- 
pendix ; this Pindarick or loofe Way of writing ought not to be con- 
fined to Lyrick Poetry, it feems to be more agreable by its Variety and 
Turns, than a rigid dry connected Account of Things : fome perhaps 
of no Tafte blame me for want of Method ; and on the other lay a 
ftrid Observance of the Propriety of Words, they call Pedantry. 

I have obferved, that all our Paper Money making Aflemblies have 
been Legi/latures of Debtors, the Reprefentatives of People who from 
Incogitancy, ldlenefs, and Profufenefs, have been under a Neceffity of 
mortgaging their Lands ; Lands are a real permanent Eftate, but the 
Debt in Paper Currency by its Multiplication depreciates more and more; 
thus their Land Eftate in nominal Value increafes, and their Debt in 
cpminal Value decreafes; and the large Quantities of Paper Credit is pro 
portionably in Favour of the Debtors, and to the Difadvantage of the 
Creditors or induftrious frugal Part of the Colony : this is the wicked 
JMy/lery of this iniquitous Paper Currency. 

A publick Credit Paper Currency, is a great Promoter of Expediti- 
ons. I, Thefe Bills to defray the Charge are foon expedited, but 
with a confequent diftant but certain ruinous EffedL 2. This Afflu- 
ence of Paper Credit invites or encourages People to borrow and run 
in Debt, beyond what they ever can extricate. 3. Debtors when cal- 
led upon by their Creditors, from inlifting, by Acts of their Legiflatures, 
fire indulged or refpited for fome confiderable Time ; thus towards the 
Cape- Breton Expedition Anno 174,, in lefs than two Months, in the 
Province of Maffachufetts-Ray, out of 20,000 fencible Men capable to 
march, 3000 inlilted and were a dead Lofs to the Province : 2000 

more, that is two Regiments, were propofed by to be added to 

the Garrison of Lou/Joourg, but can not be compleatcd ; and two or 
three Thoufand more towards demolifhlng of a French Out-Fort called 
Crown Feint, which we cannot pretend to maintain, but abandon to be 

re built 



O/Nova Scotia: 3 tl 

Bills of Credit to pay this Charge : There failed from 
Bofton Frigates and Tranfports 32, having 2000 Land 
Men aboard •, the Admiral called the Six Friends carried 
44 Guns •, they failed from Bofton Auguft 9, did not ar- 
rive before guebeck 'till October 5, landed 1400 Men un- 
der General Walley about one League and half from the 
Town, were repulfed two or three Times with great Lofs* 
Baron La Hontan.who was then at Quebec, fays, " The 
New England Men did not want Courage, but wanted 
Military Difcipline ; that SirrVilliam Pbipps's Conduct was 
fo bad, that he could not have done lefs than he did, if 
he had been hired by the French, to ftand ftill with his 
Hands in his Pockets ; if they had come directly againft 
the Town, if would have furrendred, but they were dila- 
tory in their Confutations at a Diftance, which gave Time 
to reinforce the Place with regular Troops, Militia, and 
Savages ♦, Sir William bombarded the Town from four 
VefTels, and did Damage to the Value of five or fix Pif- 
toles ; in the Town were only 12 great Guns, and very 
little Ammunition." 

Anno 1 7 1 r, the Scheme and Expedition for reducing of 
Quebec and Placentia, and confequently all Canada and 

re-built by the Friitch for one Tenth of the Charge which it 
may coft us in reducing it : (Quebec reduced by a Force from Great- 
Britain, will fave us both Men and Money, and effectually bring all 
Canada into our Hands) Some evil Genius feems to prefide or prevail 
at prefent, by the apparant Dcftrudlion of the Perfons and Effeils of 
this jaded Province of Majfachufetts-Bay. 

When I happen upon this Subject, I cannot avoid being more 
fanguine (but in Truth) than fome Paper -Money Patriots may judge fea- 
fonablc ; that I may not preclude what is to be faid in the Appendix, 
concerning Plantation Paper Currencies, I fliall only inftance the vaft in- 
credible Damages chat Perfonal Eftates have fuffered in New-England 
by Depreciation of Denominations from the multiplying of a nominal 
Paper Currency. Anno 1711, by Aft of Affembly the Exchange of the 
Government Bills upon Account of the Sham Canada Expedition was 
fixed at 140 New England tor 100 Sterl. At prefent in the Spring 
Anno 1748, it is with Merchants 1000 Neiv- England for 100 Sterling; 
perhaps from Male - Admin iflrat ion only. 

Newfoundland, 
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Newfoundland, to ingrofs the Cod-FiJhery,f was concerted 
by the new Miniftry, folicited by Nicbolfon ;* the Reg> 
ments of Kirk, Hill, Windrefs, Clayton, and Kaine from 
Flanders, together WnhSeymours, Bifnays, and a Battallion 
of Marines from England, under the Command of Briga- 
dier Hill, Brother to the new Favourite Mrs.MaJham ; in 
40 Tranfports, with a Squadron of 12 Line of Battle 
Ships, feveral Frigates, two Bomb-Veffels, a fine Train of 
Artillery under Col. King with 40 fine Horfes and fix 
Store Ships : They fail'd from England, April 28, arri- 
ved at Bojlon, June 25 : By Order from Home there was 
a Congrefs at New-London of all our Plantation Governors 
North of Penfylvania with Nicbolfon, to concert Meafures; 
to the Britifh Troops were joined two Regiments from 
Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode- JJland and New-Hampfhire to at- 
tack Quebec, while the Militia from Connecticut, New-York 
and Jerfies, with the Indians of the Five Nations^ fo call- 
ed, under General Nicbolfon marched by Land from Al- 
bany Auguft 20, to attack Monreal for Diverfion : It |] was 
alledged that they were retarded ztBoJlon forWant of Pro- 
vifions, they did not fail till July 30 , there were 68 
Veflfels carrying 6,463 Troops •, Auguft 1 8 they anchored 

-f- Or rather to draw off fome of our Troops from annoying the 
French in Flanders, and finally by mifcarrying to contribute towards 
making the People of Great- Britain tir'd of the War with France. 

* Four of the principal Men of the five Indian Tribes or Nations, 
who lie between our Settlements and Canada, called The Four Kings, 
were fent over to England to perfwade this Expedition. 

|| Sir Hovender Walker wrote to Governour Dudley in Bofton, " I 
concur with the Opinion of all the Sea and Land Officers here, that 
the Government of this Colony have prejudiced the prefent Expedition 
inftead of affiiting it." 

Admiral Walker having demanded a Supply of Sailors, the Gover- 
nour and Council reprefent, That the ordinary Guards for the Sea- 
Coafl and Inland Forces, with thefe detached for the prefent Expediti- 
on, are upwards of Two Thoufand Men ; which upon a ftrifl Examina- 
tion into the Mufter-Rolls, is more than one fifth of all the Perfons 
within this Government capable of bearing Arms : therefore it was 
inconfiftent with the Safety of this Her Majefty's Province to fpare 
any more Men : there were 1 1 60 effe&ive Land Forces and 160 
Sailors in our Tranfports. 

In 
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in Bay or Harbour of G a/pee on the South Side oF the 
Entrance of St. Laurence River,to wood and water, Aug. 
23 in the Night-Time, contrary to the Advice of the Pi- 
lots, in a Fog they veil in with the North Shore, and upon 
the Mands of Eggs loft* eight Tranfports, and 884 
Men. In a Council of War, it was refolved, that by rea- 
fon of the Ignorance of the Pilots, it was impracticable to 
proceed ; and that Advice fhould be fent to recall Gen. 
Nicholfon from proceeding to Monreal. The Fleet an- 
chored in Spanijh River of Cape- Breton, Sept. 4. and in a 
general Council of War, it was refolved not to attempt 
any Thing againft f Placentia, but to return to Great-Bri- 
tain. They fail'd from Spanifh River Sept. 16, and in 
2 1 Days were in Soundings near the Channel of England. 
Oft. 16 , at St. Helens, the Edgar, with the Admiral's 
Journals and other Papers, was blown up, and the Voyage 
(as fome fay) in that inhumane wicked Manner fettled. 
The Charge incurred by the Province of Majfachufetts- 
Bay was fomething more than 24,000 £. St. allowed by 
Parliament, and converted into Debentures transferable, 
and bearing Intereft •, it is probable the Majfachufetts De- 
mand of 1 7 8,000 £. St. Charges incurred in reducing 
Loui/bourg, may be fatisfied in the fame Manner ; thefe 
Debentures to be transferable Only towards cancelling the 
Provincial Bills of publick Credit, that Accursed Paper. 
Currency, in which the honeft, induftrious, frugal Peo- 



* Whereof one was a New-England Vi&ualler, whofe Men were 
faved. 

f By an intercepted Letter from Cajla Bella Governour of Placentia, 
to M. Pontcbartrain French Secretary of State, it appears, that the 
French had not exceeding 700 Men in that Garrifon and Country, con- 
fequently muft have proved an eafy Conqueft. 

When they muftcred at Spanifo River, the Number of Men aboard 
the Men of War and Tranfports were 7,643 ; although they had not 
exceeding 10 Weeks Provifion, at fhort Allowance; in two or three 
Days PLicentia might have been reduced, garrifoned, and the Fleet 
difpatched to Great -Britain without fufr'ering for Want of Provifions ; 
J cannot fay fuch was the Fatality, but fuch. was the Destination of 
the Affair by a wicked Miniftry. 

Q.q pje, 



gi4 ^Summary, Hiftorkal and Volitlcal^ &c? 

pie have loft almoft the Whole of their perfonal Eftates 
by Depreciations •, but not to be intruded in any Shape 

with fallacious Money- making and indebted G rs 

and A — • — lies. 

Our * next Canada Expedition proved abortive in a 
fhorter Time from the Conception •, but may be fuppof- 
ed to have been occafioned by fome natural good (1 Policy 
Caufes, and not from premeditated defigned Means of 
Mifcarriage, as in the former. By Orders dated — April 
1 746 from the Duke of Newcafile, Secretary of State at 



* Romantick Expeditions have been the Bane of our Northern Co- 
lonies, by incurring a Paper Publick Credit, made a Currency and le- 
gal Tender. The ill concertrd, and worfe executed, Expedition Anno 
169c againft Canada, introduced this <vicie::s Currency : The very, very 
.very ram, but very very very fortunate Expedition againft Cape- Breton 
or Lcuijbourg, I hope may terminate publick Paper Currency ; the Da- 
mage to all induftrious frugal People is flagrant ; that is, Silver (by this 
Expedition from 30 f. per oz.was depreciated to 60/. peroz. thus all 
good honeft Men (real Eftates, Specialties, the Salaries and Wages of 
our Legislatures excepted) loft one half of their Eftates; and by Taxes 
to cancel this Debt, do lofe in Courfe of Years, perhaps one Quarter 
more of their principal Eftates ; that is the Induftrious and Frugal, 
from the Beginning of the Projett of the Cape-Breton Expedition, in 
the Space of two "Years have loft three Quarters of their Eftates : 
if reimburfed from the Parliament of Great -Britain the Taxes 
being only one Quarter will be eafed : Some fay this is the natural 
Confequcnce from the indebted Members of the Legislature. 

j| Vulgar Minds can not dive into Myfteries of State, no more than 
into Myfteries of Religion ; that is, whether this not followed Canada 
Expedition was only aFeint,to make the French fecure and guardlefs upon 
the Coaft of Brit any ;tha.t the Ships, Merchandize.and Stores ztPortLiivis, 
Port UOrient, Sec. might fall an eafy Prey : Or whether the allowing 
Duke JAnville's Squadron with Land- Forces to fail early in the Sum- 
mer without Moleftation in Europe and America ; was, that Cape-Bre- 
ton might fall into the French Hands again, or that they might reduce 
Annapolis with Nova-Scotia to be delivered up again to Britain at a 
Peace, as an Equivalent for Louijlourg with Cape-Breton Iflands, if not 
retaken by the French ; this may be imagined from the Delay of Lef- 
tock and Lieut. -General St. Clair % failing, 'till too late in the Year, 
and afterwards by a Feint, converting the Expedition into a Defcent 
upon the Coaft of Britany, to abate the popular Clamour for their not 
proceeding againftCa Wa ; all this to prevent puzzling in a fubfequent 
Congrefs for a Peace, 

Che 
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the Court of Great-Britain •, all the Britijh Governors in 
North-America are required to raife each of them, fo many 
Independent Companies of 100 Men, as they can fpare 
and effect : Thofe of New-York, New-Jerfeys, Penfylva- 
nia, Maryland, and Virginia, to be formed into one Corps, 
to be commanded by Brigadier Goocb Lieut.-Governor of 
Virginia •, the King to be at the Charge of arming, pay- 
ing and cloathing of thefe Troops, but the feveral Colo- 
nies to furnifti Levy-Money and Victualling j Virginia 
fent 2 Companies, Maryland 3, Penfylvania 4, Jerfeys 5, 
New-York 15, being 29 Companies ; thefe were defigned 
againfl Crown-Point, and from thence againft Monreal; 
the two Virginia Companies remain'd in the Fort of New- 
York, the regular Troops were fent upon the Expedition-, 
the yellow Fever at this Time prevail'd at Albany, there- 
fore the Troops for the Expedition rendezvous at Sara- 
toga about 30 Miles higher up Hud/on' s River ; Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay raifed 20 Companies, Connecticut 10, Rhode- 
JJland 3, NewHampJhire 2, being 35 Companies ; thefe 
were to join the Britijh Land- Forces under Lieut.-General 
St. Clair, with a Squadron of Men of War from England 
to reduce Quebec and all Canada, while Goocb was making 
a Diverfion at Monreal, 60 Leagues further up the River 
of St. Laurence ; thefe Colony Militia were to receive 
Part of the Booty, and to be fent Home when the Service 
is over. 

Admiral Lejlock's being appointed Commander of the 
Squadron deftined for this Expedition, in Place of Ad- 
miral Warren, a Man of Integrity, and the Delays until 
too late in the Year, plainly evinced that the Reduction 
of Canada at that Time was not intended. As the Go- 
vernors of the feveral Colonies had nolnftructions to dif- 
mifs their Levies •, thefe Levies were continued on Foot; 
the Maffacbufetts Men were difpofed into two Regiments 
Waldo's and Dwigbt's •, at the Requeft of Governor Maf- 
carene 5 or 6 of PValdo's Companies, the 3 Companies 
of Rhode JJland and the 2 Companies of New Hampjhire, 

were 
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were f fent for the Protection of Nova-Scotia ; the other 
1500 Men were defigned to join the Southern Levies, in 
Order to reduce * Crown-Point Fort, built by the French 
as a Rendezvous and Place of Arms for difturbing our 
Settlements of New- England and New-Tork, fee P. 1 1 ; 
fome Mifunderftandings between the feveral Governments, 
and the contagious SicknefTes which prevailed about Al- 
bany , prevented the Profecution of this Defign : The Or- 
der for difmifling or difbanding of the Canada Levies, 
did not arrive until Ottober Anno 1 747, they were ac- 
cordingly difmiffed, and have produced another Crop of 
Idlers, the Bane of all Countries. 

Here we fhall continue the Hiftory of the feveral Bic- 
kerings or Skirmifhes which we have had in Nova-Scotia 
with the Canadians, the other French, and their Indians. 

After the Reduction of Port-Royal or Annapolis- Royal 
by General Nicholfon Anno 17 10, notwithstanding that 

■f The three Companies from Rhode- Ijland were fhipwrcck'd near 
JAartha\ Vineyard, the two Companies of Ncnv Bampjrire went to 
Sea, but for fome trifling Reafon put back, and never proceeded ; the 
Want of thefe five Companies was the Occafion of our Forces being 
overpowered by the Canadians at Minas with a confideiable Slaughter, 
J ufe this Expreffion becaufe many of them were not fairly kill'd in a 
military Manner. 

Here I cannot avoid mentioning the Impropriety of the FyprcFon 
Auxiliaries, which properly fignifies foreign Troops in Aid ; where- 
as the Troops fent from New- England for the Protection of Nova- 
Scotia, belong'd to the fame Crown or Dominion, and perhaps may 
more properly be called Succours, or Re-Inforcemcnts. 

* Formerly New-England was generally in Time of the French 
Wars annoyed from the North -Eaft ward : But this War our Annoy- 
ance is North- Weftward, that is from Croix.ii- Point : In former Wars 
there was a Neutrality between the Nenulork or Mohawk Indians, 
and the French Indians ; fo that a confiderable Trade was eafily car- 
ried on between Albany and Monreol, to the Advantage of the People 
of Nc<iv-Tcrk and Difadvantage of Canada : The French erected this 
Fort, 1. To prevent this difadvantagious Intercourfc of Trade. 2. 
To extend their Claims of Dominion and Soil. 3. The better to dif- 
turb our Settlements in Times of War ; Nciv-York Government in 
former French Wars did no: fuffer, in this War they have fuffrrtd 
.much. 

by 
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by the Capitulation, the Inhabitants without the Banlieue 
were to be || Neutrals, they continued their Hoftilities ; 
Hoftilities continuing, the French Miflionary Prieft, and 
five of the principal Inhabitants upon the River of An- 
napolis, were feized and kept as Hoftages, for the Inhabi- 
tants future good Behaviour ; even notwithftanding of 
this Precaution, Capt. Pigeon with 60 Men being fent up 
the River for Timber to repair the Fort, they were way- 
laid by the French and their Indians, this Party were all 
kill'd or made Captives. — Many other Hoftilities were 
committed. 

After the Peace of Utrecht, a continued Tranquility 
till the War between New- England and their Eajlern In- 
dians ; the French Mifllonaries perfuaded the Indians, 
that the Englijh had encroached upon their Lands. Anno 
1 72 1 in June, Capt. Blin a Nova Scotia Trader, Mr. New- 
ton Collector of Nova Scotia, and others, were captivated 
by the Indians at Pafamaquady, but were foon releafed, be- 
caufe Gov. Doucet of Annapolis had made a Reprifal of 22 
Indians. Along Cape Sable Shore the Indians began to in- 
fult our fifhing VefTels : In July thefe Indians take feveral 
fifhing VefTels on the Cape-Sable Coaft, kill and captivate 
many of their Men •, Governor Phillips at Canfo fits out 
two armed Sloops, they kill and captivate many Indians, 
and put an End to the Indian Sea-roving, Anno 1714.. 
Anno 1723 July 15 the Indians, at Canfo upon Burrel\ 
Idand kill Capt. Watkins, two more Men, one Woman 
and one Child. Anno 1724 in July, a Party of Indians 
attack Annapolis of Nova-Scotia, they burn two Houfes, 
and kill one Serjeant, and one private Man of a Party 

|| At prcfent it feems an Impropriety in the Officers of the Troops 
and Garrifon of Annapolis, and in the neighbouring Governments q( 
New- England, to call the French Inhabitants of Nova S otia, Neutrals 
becaufe, i. Thefe French Inhabitants with their Indians continued our 
Enemies, and in Faft did kill and captivate many Britijh People, in 
Breach of this Neutrality. 2. By the Treaty of Utrecht, the whole 
Province of Nova Scotia or VAccadic, was abfolutely ceded to Great - 
Britain. 3. The principal Men of the French Inhabitants have taken 
the Oaths of Allegiance to the Crown of G>;at Biitain. 

that 
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that falfied : In the Fort they * (hot and fcalp'd one of the 
Indian Prifoners as a Reprifal for the Indians fhooting and 
fcalpijig of Serjeant Mc Neal -, and burn two French 
Houfes as a Reprifal for the two Englijh Houfes burnt ; 
feveral Englijh living without the Fort were captivated, 
but foon ranfomed by the French. 

From this Time until the French War in the Spring, 
Anno 1 744, this neglected non-effecYive Garrifon of An* 
ftapolis continued in a profound Peace, and fupine Indo- 
lence. In the Beginning of the prefent French War, the 
Fort of Annapolis was in a miferable Condition ; the 
Garrifon Soldiers did not exceed eighty Men, capable of 
fatiguing Duty -, Hogs and Sheep from without, parted 
the FofTees or Ditches, and mounted the Ramparts at 
Pleafure. 

^ War was declared by Great-Britain againfl: France (the 
French had declared War fome Weeks before; Anno 1744 
March 29 ; the Proclamation of War did not arrive in 
Bojlon until June 2 ; the French of Cape Breton were more 
early in their Intelligence, and the Garrifon of the not 
tenable Poll of Canfo could not (in Cafe the general In- 
ftructions were fuch) have timely Advice to abandon it ; 
accordingly about 900 Men, regular Troops and Militia, 
were by M. Duquefnel Governor, fent under M. Du Vivier 
From Louijbourg ; they kizeCanfo May 13, there were four 
incompleat Companies of Phillips's Regiment inGarrifon, 
not exceeding 80 Men, with a Man of War Tender ; 
the French burn the fmall Settlement, Conditions were, 
to be carried to Louijbourg, and to continue there one 
Year, and thence to be fent to Bojlon or Annapolis ; but 
were fent to Bojlon fooner. 

In June a few fmall VefTels (Delabrotz, afterwards taken 
by the Majfachujetts-Bay Province Snow Privateer, com- 
manded) from Louijbourg annoy St. Peters, and fome other 



* In fome Chriftian Countries fuch Reprifals in cold Blood upon 
People not perfonally guilty, would have been deem'd barbarous and 
inhumane. 

fmall 
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fmall Harbours of Newfoundland Weft of Placentia, iand 
threatned Placentia Fort. 

* Beginning of June about 300 Cape-Sable and St. Johns 
Indians, under the Direction of a French Miflionary Priieft 
M. Luttre, did attempt the Fort of Annapolis •, they burnt 
the Out houfes, deftroy'd fome Cattle, kill'd two Men, 
fummoned the Garrifon to furrender, promifmg good 
Quarters, otherwife threatned to ftorm them, upon the 
Arrival of fome French Forces which they expected from 
Louifbourg -, but upon the Arrival of the Province Snow 
Privateer beginning of July from Boflon with the fiift 
Company of Militia (the Government of Majfachufetis- 
Bay raifed 4 Companies to reinforce the Garrifon of Anna- 
polis) they broke up, and returned to Minas (or lesMines) 
and the Women and Children of Annapolis removed co 
Boflon for Safety. 

In September, Du Vivier with 60 regular Troops from 
Louijbourg, and about 700 Militia and Indians f the above 
mentioned Indians joined him) upon the Arrival of all 
the Maffachufetts Succours, particularly of Capt. Gorham's 
Indian Rangers, (Du Vivier had lain fome Weeks near 
Annapolis Fort) he retired to Minas : Several MeiTages 
which have been cenfured, paffed between him and the 

* Here we may obferve the Forwardnefs and Activity of the French 
Nation, upon the breaking out of a War, who thereby have a confi- 
derable Advantage over the Unpreparednefs and Dilatorinefs of their 
Enemies : from that national Nufance, Cape- Breton, an effectual 
French Place of Arms to diftrefs the Briti/b North America Colonies, 
at once and before we had Notice from Home of a French War, there 
iffued three Expeditions, <viz.. againft Placentia, Can/o, and Annapolis- 
Royal ; Duque/nel ( otherwife a good Officer ) Governour of Cape- 
Breton, erred in being too forward ; he had Inftru&ions along with 
the Declaration of War, not to attempt any Expedition (this I learnt 
from M. la Marquis de la Maijonfort, Commander of a French Man 
of War, the Vigilant of 64 Guns, taken by Commodore Warren and 
Captain Douglafs ) until further Orders from the French Court ; per- 
haps, as Loutfiourg was ill garrifon'd, it was fufpecled that fuch Expe- 
ditions might Alarm the neighbouring populous B>itijh Colonies, and 
prompt them to the Reduction of Louijbourg, as it really happen'd 
with good Succefs. 

Garrifon 
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Garrifon Officers of Annapolis : The mod favourable Ao 
count, is. That Du Vivier, acquainted them that he ex- 
pected (in the mean Time they might have good Terms 
of Capitulation; from Louijbourg fome Men of War, one 
of 70 Guns, one of 56 Guns, and one of 30 Guns, with 
Cannon, Mortars and Stores, and a Reinforcement of 250 
more Troops -, the Anfwer of the Garrifon, was, Th^c 
when this Force arrived, it was Time enough to make 
Propofals : After he had tarried there three Weeks, dif- 
appointed and difcontented, he retired to Minas ; next 
Day after his decamping fome trifling VefTeJs with Can- 
non, Mortars, and warlike Stores, arrived in the Bafon of 
Annapolis, and hearing of Du Vivier' s being withdrawn, 
they were afraid of our Frigates annoying of them, they 
foon removed, and as it happened, they narrowly efcaped 
our Veflels : Du Vivier from Minas went to f Bay Vert, 
and thence to Canada, and from thence Home to France. 
As the Cape-Sable and St. Johns Indians, perfifted in 
their Hoftilities againft the Subje&s of Great Britain ; in 
'November 1 744, the Government of the Majfacbufetts- 
Bay declares War againft them, declaring them Enemies 
and Rebels •, becaufe they had joined the French Enemy 
in blocking up of Annapolis, had killed fome Britijh Sub- 
jects, and had committed other Depredations •, the Pafa- 
maquady, Penobfcot, Noridgwoag, Pigwocket, and other 
Indians Weftward of St. Johns, are forbid to have any 
Correfpondence with thofe Indian Rebels 5 for all Indians 
Eaftward of a Line, beginning at three Miles Eaft of Pa- 
famaquady, and running North to St. Laurence River •, The 
Government fettles for a fhort Time Premiums, viz. 1 oo^T. 
New * Tenor, for a Male of 12 JEt.. and upwards fcalp'd, 

■f- Bay Vert is the Embarkadier from Canada to annoy Annapolis, 
and other Places in Nova Scotia; here are only four Miles Land-Carri- 
age to Cbiconeclo Bay, which falls into the great Bay of Fundi of Noia 
Scotia : Upon this Pafs a Fort would be of good Service to prevent 
Canada Incurfions, and to obviate the perverting of the French Inha- 
lants of VAccadie from their Allegiance to the Crown of Great -Britain. 

* Whereof at prefent Anno 1748, 50/". is equal to 2cf, St. ; O.d 
Tenor is only one Quarter of New Tenor. 

and 
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and 105 £. New Tenor if captivated ; for Women and 
Children 50 £. Scalps, 5$ £. Captives. Sometime after- 
wards it was found that the Penobfcot and Noridgwog In- 
dians, alfo joined with the French ; the Aflembly of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay Colony Augujt 23. 1745, extend the Pre- 
miums for Scalps and captivated Indians to all Places W. 
of Nova-Scotia, 2 so £. New Tenor to Voluntiers, and 
100 £. New Tenor to Troops in Pay.* 

Anno 1 745 in May M. Marin a Lieut. From Canada^ 
Captain of a Company of Salvages or Indian Rangers, a 
true Partisan, with about 900 Reggamuffins ; Canadi* 
ens, other French and Indians -, comes before Annapolis^ 
they continued but a fhort Time and returned to Minas^ 
and I fuppofe by Orders from Louijbourg^ went to relieve 
Loui/bourg at that Time befieged : Capt. Donahew in the 
Service of the Majfachufetts Colony met with them in Aj- 
tnacoufe Harbour June 15, being 2 Sloops, 2 Scooners, 
and about 60 large Canoes ; upon the further Appear- 
ance of Beckett and Fones, this Body of French and Indi- 
ans retired and returned to Minas. From that Time until 
de Ramfay's Attempt in Sept. 1 y^.6, the Garrifon of An- 
napolis fuffer'd no Infults. 

From the Beginning of this French War there have 
been quartered at Minas and Chiconifto and the neigh- 
bouring French Villages a difperfed Number of Officers 
and Soldiers from Canada ; but from Marin's leaving of 
Annapolis in the Beginning of July 1745 to the Arrival 
of de Ram/ay in September 1746 the Garrifon of Annapolis 
enjoy'd their wonted Reft. 

In the Summer 1 746, a Force of about 1600 Men, re- 
gular Marine Troops, Canadian Militia, and Coureurs des 
Bois, with French Indians under the Command of M. de 
Ram/ay, arrive in Minas, to join the Forces expected from 



* If Du Vi'vicr with his 900 Men, which reduced Canfo, had di- 
rectly proceeded to Annapolis, and been joined by the Cape-Sable and 
St. Johns Indians, he mull infallibly, and with Eafe have reduced 
Annapolis. 

R r France' 



'322 '^Summary, Hijtorical and Political^ Sec: 

France under * the Duke d'Jnville, they were much ca- 
reffed by our French Subjects there •, and our Minas Sub- 
jects, gave to the Garrifon of Annapolis Deceitful, and 

no 

* In the Spring I74 6 > tne French fitted a ftrong Armament at Brejl 
to be commanded by Duke d" Anville Lieut. -General des Armees na- 
•vales, to recover Louijbourg, and diftrefs the Britijh No/ ib- America ; 
they did not fail from Rochelle until June 22, they efcaped or were o- 
verlook'd by the Britijh Admiral Martin 's Squadron of Obfervation ; 
the Court of Great- Britain had certain Information of their being fail'd, 
and of their Deflination; but perhaps for certain Reafons of State, did 
not fend after them, though we had at that Time an equal or better 1 
Armament ready to fail. This French Fleet after a tedious PaA'age^ 
and having fufferM in a Storm near the Ifland of Sable, did not arrive 
off of Chebuclo in Nova-Scotia until Sept. 10. The Armament con- 
lifted of 1 1 Line of Battle Ships, fome Frigates, 2 Fire-Ships, Tranf- 
ports, &c. having 3150 Land-Forces aboard. Duke cTAnville's In- 
ftruftions were, to proceed againft Louijbourgh, and when taken to dif- 
jnantle it, thence to proceed againft Annapolis in Nova-Scotia, and 
when taken, to garrifon it ; thence he was to fail for Bofim, and burn 
it ; afterwards in ranging along he was to annoy and diftrefs the 
Coaftof North America, and finally to vifitour Wejl- India Sugar Iflands. 

D'Anville detached 3 Capital Ships and a Frigate under the Com- 
mand Of M. Confians to convoy the Trade to Cape Francois in Eifpa- 
niola, and to return and join the grand Squadron ; thefe were the 4 
French Men of War which near Jamaica fell in with a Britijh Squa- 
dron commanded by Commodore Mitchel ; but Mitchel, in EfFe£t, re- 
fufed taking of them. M. ConJIans's Orders were, that for Advice, he 
Was to cruife upon the Cape-Sable Shore between Cape Negroe and 
Cape Sambro for a limited Time, and then to fail diredly for France^ 
they received no Advice, and never joined WAnviile's Squadron ; 
thefe were the Ships that fpoke with fome of our fifhing Scooners, and 
gave a feint Chace to the Hinchinbrook Man of War Snow Sept. 1$, 
they avoided giving any Alarm to our Louijbourg Squadron. 

This French Armament from their being long aboard before they 
fail'd, and from a tedious Paffage were become very fickly (Duke 
jyAnville died and was buried at Chebuclo) they put in to Chebuclo Har- 
bour, landed and encamp'd to recruit their Health ; in this Place, near 
One half of their People died of fcarbutick putrid Fevers and Dyfen- 
teries ; the Nova-Scotia Indians frequented them much, and this Camp 
Illnefs becoming contagious, the Nova-Scotia Indians were reduced by 
above one third : They were fupplied with frefh Provifions from our 
French Diftrifh of Minas, Cobcquid, P 'ij "a quid and Chiconiilo ; the French 
CommifTaries or Purfers of the Squadron paid according to Inftrufti- 
Cns, not only for this fjeih. Stock, but for all the Provifions furnifhed 

to 
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no other Intelligence : Here they continued fome Months, 
but the Winter-Seafon approaching, and no Tidings of 
the French Armament; the French Troops, deem'd it ad- 
vifable to return to Canada ; in their Return, Duke d'dn- 
ville's Armament arrives in Chebuclo of Nova-Scotia, and 
an Exprefs was fent to recall them •, about 400 of them 
were overtaken, and returned with de Ram/ay, Culon, and 

$0 the Canadians and their Indians from the Commencement of this 
War. Our Squadron at Cape-Breton under Admiral To'wnjhend, did 
not vifit the French Fleet when diftreffed. 

The Scafon of the Year being too far advanced, their Strength 
much impaired, the detached 4 Men of War not having joined them, 
and fromDifappointments.and tbeOmcers in a Fret with one another ; 
it was refolved in a Council of War to proceed againft Annapolis-Royal 
of Nova-Scotia ; they fai I'd from Chebuclo Oft. 13, after four Days 
they met with a Storm off of Cape Sables, and in a Council of War it 
was refolved to return dirc&ly for France. Two of the Squadron 
were in the Bay of Fundi, Ships of 60 and 36 Guns, that of 36 Guns 
came into the Bafon ; our Ships, the Chefitr, Shirley, and Ordnance 
Frigate, well mann'd with Land-Force?, went in Chace of them, the 
Chejler run aground ; the French Ships after having put afhore, an Ex- 
prefs with Advice to de Ram/ay, that the French Fleet were returned to 
France, efcaped and continued their Voyage Home. 

This French Armament upon the Coaft, for very good Reafons a- 
larm'd Boflon ; in a few Days with great Expedition, it was reinforced 
by 6400 Country inland Militia ; the Militia of the Sea-Coaft Coun- 
tries remain'd at Home for their own Defence, to prevent Depredati- 
ons : Upon Occafion CtnneSicut was to have fent us 6oqo Men, be- 
ing about one half of their Militia. 

The French in Chebutto were 8 Ships of the Line ; whereof the 
Perfait was burnt, as incapable to proceed ; upon the Coaft of France 
the Nottingham took the Mars, the Exeter drove the Ardent afhore and 
burnt her. This was the Fate of the great French Armada or Arma- 
ment againft the Britijh North American Colonies. 

The Britijtj Squadron, commanded at firft by Admiral Warren, and 
afterwards by Admiral Lcjiock with Land-Forces under the Command 
, of Lieut. General St. Clair which feem'd deftined againft Canada, and 
to obferve the French Squadron in North- America ; after many Delays 
. on Account of contrary Winds and other Pretences, was converted to 
an Invafion upon the Coaft of Britany : The Troops landed at 9uim- 
p 1 ley Bay Sept. 20, and bombarded Port J' Orient ; Sept. 26, the 
Troops retreated and left 1 Pieces of Cannon, and a 10 Inrh Mortar, 
Ammunition and Stores ; fome Marines and Sailors were left behind ; 
Oct. 1 embarked at Qnipiprhy ; afterwards fome land d&Quibe>on, 
and did a fmall Matter ot Damage. 

La 
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La Come three Captains of Marines and Chevaliers or 
Knights of St. Louis. Towards the End of Sept. de 
Ram/ay comes before Annapolis, made no AiTault, but en- 
camped at fome Diftance ; the Cbejler Man of War of 
50 Guns, the Shirley Frigate of 20 Guns, and the Ord- 
nance Scooner at that Time, were in the Bafon of Anna- 
polis \ three Companies of Reinforcements for the Garri- 
fon from Bofton were arrived, and de Ramfey having had 
Advice of theFrm^Fleet being returned to France, made 
the French decamp Oclober 22, and return to Minas. 

His Defign was to quarter at Minas and Chiconitlo, du- 
ring the Winter, and to join the French Fleet and Land 
Forces which were expected to reduce Annapolis, in the 
Summer -, Governor Mafcarene of Annapolis, judged that 
in Addition to the three Companies of Voluntiers which 
arrived from Bofton in Autumn; 1000 Men of Reinforce- 
ments from New- England, might be fufficient to diflodge 
the French Enemy, and to confume (by Purchafe) all the 
French Inhabitants Provifions produced there, in Time 
coming to prevent the Subfiftence of the Enemy who 
might lodge there and corrupt the Inhabitants •, and Bri- 
tifio Forces being quartered amongft them, might influence 
them to continue in their Allegiance to the Crown of 
Great-Britain : Majfachufetts- Bay Affrmbly vote 500 
Men to be fent, Rhode- I/land 300 Men, and New- Hamp- 
jhire 200 Men ; the Rhode- IJland Men were fhipwreck'd 
near Marthas-Vineyard, thofe from New Hampjhire fetout 
but put back upon fome trifling Excufe, and never pro- 
ceeded, the 500 Men from Bofton only arrived ; the Dis- 
appointment of the Rhode Jfland and New Hampjhire Men 
was the Reafon of our fubfequent Difafter at Minas. . 

Our firft Parcel under Capt. Morris arrived at Minas, 
Dec. 12 •, when all were arrived they did not exceed 470 
Men befides Officers ; Water Carriage in the Winter 
Seafon being impracticable, they marched by Land, 
30 Leagues, with much Hardfhip in eight Days, every 
Man fet out with 14 Days Provifion upon his Back •, the 
main Body was quartered at Grand Pre, in a very ioofe, 

• ' ill- 



Of Nova Scotia." 325 

ill contrivM fcattered Situation, but upon Alarm to repair 
to the main Guard ; Col. Noble fuperfeded Col. Gorham 
in the chief Command -, Gorham and Major Phillips with 
a fmall Efcorte fet out for Annapolis Jan. 29, they were 
but nine Miles on their Way when thtFrencb began their 
Attack. 

The French well informed of our fcattered Situation 
as to Cantonment, and not regularly provided with Am- 
munition and Provifion ; fet out from Chiconiclo Jan. 8, 
for Minas, which by heading of Creeks and Rivers is a- 
bout 30 Leagues Diftance, and by Excurfions to bring a- 
long as many of the Settlers and Indians as pofTible, did 
not arrive in Minos until Jan. 31, and began about three 
Hours in the Morning by many diftant Attacks orOnfets 
at the fame Time, in- Parties of 70 to 50 Men ; they 
were about 600 of the Enemy Canadians, Inhabitants and 
Frenchlndians ; they kill'd many of ourMen in a mod in- 
humane bafe Manner; Col. Noble, Lieuts. Lecbemore (Ne- 
phew to the late Lord Lecbemore) Jones, Pickering, En- 
fign Noble with about 70 Serjeants, Corporals and private 
Men ; made Prifoners Capt. Doane, Lieut. Gerrijh, and 
Enfi-gn Newton, in all about 69 Men, the wounded in- 
cluded •, many of the Prifoners were fet at Liberty. 

The French were well provided with Snow Shoes, this 
neceffary Winter marching Article we neglected ; How- 
ever, a confiderable Number of our Men got together ; 
but as they had not exceeding 8 Shot per Man, and Pro- 
vifions being fcanty they capitulated, 1. We are to march 
off with Arms mouldered, Drums beating, Colours fly- 
ing, through a Lane of the Enemy with refted Firelocks. 
2. To be allowed fix Days Provifion, one Pound of Pow- 
der with Ball. 3. Not to carry Arms in the Bays of Minas 
and Chiconiclo for fix Months. 

De Ramfey being lame was not in this Onfet, M. Culon 
had the Command, and after Culon was wounded, M. La 
Come commanded ; this Affair being over, they returned 
to Chiconiclo, and expecting la Janquiere's Squadron with 
Land- Forces from France in the Summer ; they continu- 
ed 
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cd at Minos and Cbiconiclo, until they received Advice, 1 
by fome Score-Ships for Canada, which had efcaped (of 
fla Jonquiere's Fleet) being deftroy'd May 3, 1747 ; 
Then they returned to Canada, and have given no fur- 
ther Difturbance to Nova Scotia : Notwithftanding, for 
the better Security of the Fort and Garrifon of Annapolis, 
Majjacbufetts-Bay this Spring 1748 fends a Reinforcement 
of 7 Companies of Militia. 

Having briefly related the French Bickerings with us in 
Nova-Scotia, we proceed to fome further Accounts of that 
Country. 

Annapolis in 44 d. 40 m. N. Lat ; Tide ^ Feet ; 
lies upon a fine Bafon, but the rapid Tides in the Bay of 

\ Anno 1747 in the Spring, the French Brefl and Rocbefort Fleets 
joined at Rochelle and faiPd from thence ; they confided of 38 Sail, 
viz. Seven Men of War from 74 to 44 Guns ; of thefe the Invincible 
of 74 Guns, and a Frigate of 44 Guns (the only Man of War that ef- 
caped being taken)were to convoy the fix Eaft-lndia Ships ; the other 
5 Men of War, with Tranfports and Merchantmen having Soldiers, 
Stores and Goods aboard, were defign'd for Nova-Scotia and Canada. 
Admirals An/on and Warren with 13 Line of Battle Ships, 2 Frigates, 
and a Fire-Ship fell in with them May 3, in N. Lat. 43 d. 46 ra. 
and fruflrated two French Expeditions to North-America and to the 
E aft Indies ; 6 of the Men of War were taken, all the fix Eaft- In- 
dia Company Ships, and many of the Tranfports ; we had 4000 ta 
5000 French Priibners with their Commodore or Admiral M. de la 
Jonquiere chef d'Efccdre, an old Man of 70 Alt. ; all this was effected 
with a very incor.fiderable Lofs of Men ; feven Companies of Framp- 
ion's Regiment were aboard (the other three Companies were in the 
Grand Battery of Louijlourg in Cape-Breton) and behaved well. M. 
de St. George a Knight of Malta commanded that Part of the Fleet, 
which was bound to the Eaft- Indies. 

I fball but juffc mention (becaufe not nearly related to our Subject) 
the Action of Admiral Haivke, Oft. 14. 1747 near Cape Finiftre; with 
a Squadron of 14 Capita! Ship?, he fell in with a French Fleet com- 
manded by M. de PEtcndiere chef d'Efcarde of eight large Line .of 
Battle Ships and 180 Merchant Men ; four of the Men of War were 
defthied to bring home a Fleet from Martinique; only two of the 
French Men of War efcaped ; the Merchant- Men in Time of the Ac- 
tic:; made the Left of their Way, but fome were pick'd up by our Pri- 
yateers foon after, and in the Weft- Indies. 

Fundi 
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Fundi make a difficult Navigation •, into this Bafon comes 
a River of good Water-Carriage without Falls for 25 
Miles, and near it are feveral fmall Villages or Parcels of 
French Settlements, which in Time of Peace, plentifully 
and cheap fupply the Garrifon with frefli Provifions and 
other Neceflaries : From Cape Anne near Bojlon Harbour 
to Cape Sables are 87 Leagues, from Cape Sables to Annapo- 
lis are 30 Leagues •, Capt. Campbell in the Squirrel Man of 
War fail'd from Marblehead near Bojlon Harbour(Ihorteft 
Courfe)in 23 Hours. The Englijh have no other Footing 
in this Province, befides the Fort of Annapolis ; and be- 
fore this French War, a fmall Fifhery at Canfo. 

Aglate la Tour Grand-Daughter to the before mentioned 
La Tour, by Management and for fmall Confiderations, 
obtain'd Procurations and Quit-Claims, from all the Heirs 
of La Tour, and Belle-IJle-, ihe married a Subaltern Officer 
in Phillip's Regiment •, Ihe went to England and fold 
the Seignurie or Property of all the Province to the 
Crown of Great-Britain Anno 1731, for 2000 Guineas ; 
the fole Property of all the Province is now in the Crown, 
and at prefent yields not exceeding feventeen Pound Ster- 
ling pr. An. Quit rent : By the Peace of Utrecht, the 
French in Nova Scotia upon their taking the Britijh Go- 
vernment Oaths, were to continue in their Poffefllons ; 
the not appropriated Lands by the King of Great-Britain* s 
Instructions were referved for Proteftant Subjects •, * not- 
withstanding of this Inftruetion, the French Roman Catho- 
lick Subjects, as they fwarm ("as they multiply in Families) 
make free with thefe Crown Lands. 



* Perhaps Governor Philips and Lieut-Governor Armjlrong for fe- 
cret valuable Confiderations ; made to the French Inhabitants fome 
Conceffions, Indigencies, or Connivances. When we recoiled fuch 
mercenary Connivances of Governors ; and while our French Inhabi- 
tants, retain a Language and Religion the fame with France our na- 
tural Enemy, but entirely different from that of Great -Britain ; they 
muft naturally and unavoidably, upon any Mifunderflanding between 
the Britijh and French, favour the French Intereft : Therefore they 
muft be removed by fome fubfequent Treaty, or be elbowed out, or 
their Language and Religion muft gradually be changed. 

Armo 
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Anno 1 71 7 Col. Phillips -was appointed Governor of 
'Nova Scotia in Place of Fetch, and of Newfoundland in 
Place of Moody ; the four Independent Companies of 
Annapolis, and the four Independent Companies of Pla- 
centia, with two more additional Companies were regi- 
mented in his Favour, making a reduced or reformed Re- 
giment of 445 Men » Officers included. After the French 
Reduction of Canfo, our Soldiers Prifoners arrived at Anna- 
polis, being about 60 Men, the poor Remains or Repre- 
fentatives of four Companies ; three of thefe Companies 
were incorporated with the five Companies of Annapolis, 
and with the fourth Company of Canfo : Thus at Anna- 
polis were fix Companies, at Placentia one Company, and 
the three new Companies to be fent from England to St. 
'Johns in Newfoundland made up the Regiment of ten 
Companies, to be compleated to 815 Men Officers inclu- 
ded, the Compliment of a Britijh marching Regiment : 
The Reinforcements and Recruits for this Regiment from 
England by Mifmanagement and Neglect were very un- 
fortunate 5 and the Regiment remains in an abject low 
Eftate, tho 9 in Time of War, and continual Jeopardy, from 
our neighbouring French, and Armaments from France. 

In Order to colonize this Country, Governor Philips 
had a Royal Inftruction to form a Council for the Ma- 
nagement of the civil Affairs of the Province ; and ac- 
cordingly in April 1720, did appoint 12 Councellors, viz. 
John Doucet Lieut. -Governor, Laurence Armflrong, Paul 
Mafcarene, Cyprian Southack, John Harrifon, Arthur Savage, 
John Adams, Herbert Newton, William Skeen, William 
Sherriff, Peter Boudrie, and Gillam Philips, Efqrs; By the 
fifth Inftruction, if any of the Council be abfent from the 
Province, exceeding 12 Months, without Leave from the 
Commander in chief ; or abfent two Years without the 
King's Leave -, his Place fhall be deem'd void or vacant. 
In the Abfence of the Governor and Lieut.-Governor, 
the eldeft Councellor is to act as Prefident of the Council, 
and to take upon him the Government 1 Thus An. 1739 
upon the Death of Lieut.-Governor Armflrong, Major 

Mafcarene 
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f/fafcarene a Soldier from his Youth, a Gentleman of Pro- 
bity and exemplary good Life, became and continues Pre- 
fident of the Council, and Commander in chief for the 
Time being, of the Province of Nova-Scotia. As Maf- 
carene was only Major of the Regiment, and Copy Lieut. 
Col. of the Regiment, and Lieut.-Governor of the Fort 
of Annapolis, andconfequently his fuperior Officer ; Cojhy 
feemed to difpute the Command of the Province, but by 
an Order from Home, it was determin'd, " That what- 
ever Rank any Perfon may have out of the Council, he 
mud fubmit to the Laws of Seniority, which in civil 
Government ought never to be difpenfed with, but by 
his Majefty's fpecial Order under his Sign Manual." 
The Governor Phillips difputes the Moiety of the Sallary 
which the Commander in chief of the Province claims in 
the Abfence of the Governor ; but by an InftrucYion or 
Order from Home, the 42 InftrucYion to the Governor 
of Virginia, is alfo directed to take Place in Nova-Scotia y 
viz. Upon the Governor's Abfence, one full Moiety of 
the Sallary, all Perquifites, and Emoluments whatsoever, 
fhall be paid and fatisfied unto fuch Lieut.-Governor, 
Commander in chief, or Prefident of our Council, who 
fhall be relident upon the Place for the Time being, for 
the better Supporr. of the Dignity of the Government." 

Col. Phillips, Governor of Nova Scotia and Newfound- 
land, and Col. of a Regiment in Garrifons there, arrived 
in Bojlon 1720 Oft. 4 ; upon his Arrival in Nova Scotia 
880 effective Men of the French Inhabitants, took the 
Oaths to the Crown of Great-Britain ; at this Time Anno 
1748 we reckon French Inhabitants in Nova Scotia from 
3000 to 4000 fencible Men ; Indians in Nova Scotia not 
exceeding 250 marching Men, the contagious Diftempcr* 
of D'AnviUe's Fleet reduced them very much. 

Col. Phillips with Advice and Confent of his Council 
is impowered to grant Lands under certain Limitation*, 
but in general at 1 d. St. pr. An. per Acre Quit Rent, Ro- 
man Catholicks are excepted. Col. Ph ps had fundry 

Sums allowed by the Board of Ordnance for repairing 

S f Forti- 
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Fortifications and the like, at Annapolis andCanfo -, and were 
converted, as is faid, to his own proper Ufe. In Time of 
Peace the Garrifons in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland^ 
with a reduced Regiment of Foot, and Detachments from 
the Train, coft Great-Britain about 15000 £. per Annum* 
When MaffachufettsBay Colony obtain'd a new Charter 
(their former Charter was taken away at the fame Time. 
with many Corporation Charters in England in the End of 
the Reign of Charles II. and Beginning of the like or more 
arbitrary Reign of James II.) 7 051. 1691, Nova Scotia at 
that Time in PolTeflion of the French, was annexed (as 
was alfo Sagadahock or Duke of Tork's Property) to the 
Majfachufetts Jurifdiction, to keep up the Claim of Great* 
Britain -, Nova Scotia has fince been conftituted a fepa- 
rate Government •, and has continued about 40 Years to 
thisTime, a nominal Britijh Province without any Britijh 
Settlement, only an f infignirlcant Preventive, but preca- 
rious Fort and Garrifon. 

As 



j The Regiments in Garrifon at Louijbourg, may be convey'd to 
Nova Scotia, and canton'd arnongft: the French Settlements ; after fome 
fhort Time to be difbanded, with fome Encouragement of Lands and 
other Things as Settlers: Thus we may by Degrees Elbow the French 
out of their Language and Religion, and perhaps out of their Land;, 
as many of them diiiatisfied with cur Neighbourhood, will chufe to re- 
move Home to France, or retire to Canada ; ti' ; Remainder will in 
Conrfe continue in their Allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain, 
No'va-Scc'tia has continuedly been in the Jurisdiction of Great -Britain, 
for about 40 Years, and from the bad Management of thoi'e concern- 
ed 5 in all that Time, not any Family Natives of Great -Britain or of 
Briti/h Extract, have been induced to fettle tnere ; there are a few Fa- 
milies in and belonging to the Garrifon of Annapolis. 

Notwithstanding of die Expediency in giving up and demolifhing of 
lonijhourg, it may prove a puzzling Affair, 1. Becaufe contrary to the 
prevailing popular Opinion. 2. As the French have made no Land- 
Conqnefis in any of the Britijh Dominions, the French have no 
equivalent Restitution to make for Cape Breton, unlefs by Connivance 
of our Minifixy, in neglecting the Defence of Annapolis and Nova-Sco- 
tia, we give it to the French, to be made Ufe of as an Equivalent ; .if 
thus could be fuppofed, the prefent Ministers will not heartily thank the 
bold Nerw-Englanders, for their great Expencs of Men and Money in 

the 
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As this Country is rude, a Geographical Defcription of 
it cannot be expected ; it is a large Extent of Territory, 
bounded Weftward by the Bay of Fundi, and a Line run- 
ning Northward from St. John's River to St. Laurence or 
Canada great River •, Northward it is bounded by the faid 
St. Laurence River ; Eaftward it is bounded by the Gulph 
of St. Laurence and Gut of Canfo which divides it from the 
Ifland of Cape Breton, and South -Eafterly it is bounded 
by Cape Sable Shore. 

The moft valuable Article in this Province is the Cape 
Sable Coaft, where is a continued Range of Cod-fiming 
Banks, and many good Harbours ; it is true, that along 
the Cape Sable Shore and Cape Breton, for fome Weeks in 
Summer, there are continued Fogs (as upon the Banks of 
Newfoundland) from the Range of Banks to theEaftward, 
that the Sun is not to be feen ; but without Storms or bad 
Weather •, the reft of the Year is clear Weather, very 
fuitable for dryCod-Fifli — along thisCoaft to keep clear of 
Lands-Ends or Promontories, of Rocks, and of Shoals, 
the Courfes are, from Cape Anne near Boflon 

to Cape Sables E. b. N. Sy Leagues 

to Cape Sambro E. b. N. half N. 50 
to Canfo E. N. E. 45 

to Louifbourg E. Northerly 1 8 

200 Leagues 
Some of thefe Harbours are called Port Latore, Port 
Rofway, Port Metonne, Port Metway, La Have, Malagafh^ 
Chebuho. In Chebuclo in the Autumn 1 746 lay the Fre?ich 
Armada under Duke d'Anville, deftined to deftroy or dif- 
trefs all the Britifb North America Settlements : This Bay 

the Redu&ion of Lculjbourg, and Prefervation of Annapolis, but reckon 
them officioufly daring : Notwithstanding the Reprieve which thefe 
Expeditions give to Debtors, and by Itretching oar Paper-Credit, de- 
preciate the nominal Currency in Favour of our landed Debts ; per- 
haps a Majority of the Leg ture ; we may favourably conftrue k 

as done, in Duty to their Country, and to the Intereft of all the Do- 
minions of Great-Britain. 

and 
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and River of Chebutlo bids fair in Time to become the 
principal Port of Nova Scotia and its Metropolis ; from 
this there is good Wheel Land- Carriage Communication 
with the Bay of Minas; that is, with La Riviere des Habi- 
tants or La Prarie, with the River of Cobaquid, with the 
River of Pifaquid, and the beft Parts of the Province. 
It is true Annapolis lies upon a fine Bafon, and is more in- 
land for a large Vent or Confumption (thus London, Bri- 
fiol, Liverpool, Glafcow have become rich) but the Coun- 
try round it is bad, and the Tides of the Bay of Fundi 
renders the Navigation difficult. 

Upon the oppofite or Wefterly Shore of the Bay of 
Fundi are the Rivers of Pafamaquady and St. Croix, being 
about 1 7 Leagues N. W. from the Gut or Entrance of the 
Bafon of Annapolis ; the River St. Croix is the Boundary 
between Nova Scotia Government, and the Territory of 
Sagadahock or the Duke of Fork's Property •, for the pre- 
fent in Jurifdiction, annexed to the neighbouring New- 
England Province of Maffachufetts-Bay. Upon this Shore 
Further Northward is the River of St. Johns 10 Leagues 
diftant from the Gut of Annapolis, this is a profitable Ri- 
ver of long Courfe, a confiderable Tribe of the Abnaquie 
Indians are fettled here, but always (from the Indolence of 
the Government of Nova Scotia) in the French or Canada 
Intereft : The prodigious Falls or rather Tides in this 
River near its Mouth of 30 Fathom, are not a Cataracl 
from Rocks, but from the Tide being pent up in this 
River between twofteep Mountains : By this River and 
Carrying- Places there is a Communication wich Quebec 
the Metropolis of Canada ; when we reduced Port-Royal 
j 7.10, Major Living/Ion and St. Cafteen went by this River 
to acquaint the General of Canada concerning that Event. 
Higher or more Northward is Cap Dore about 30 
Leagues from Annapolis % here is Plenty of mineral Coal 
for firing ; fome Years fince, this Affair was undertaken 
by a Company, but foon dropt with Lofs ; here are fome 
(lender Veins of Copper Ore, Jbme thin Lamina of Virgin 
Copper, . and a Gold Sulphur rmrcafiie. 

Upon 
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Upon the Eafterly Shore or Gulph of St. Laurence, is 
Canfo Gut, a fafe and fhort Paffage from the Britijh Set- 
tlements to Canada River, 6 Leagues Jong, 1 League 
wide ; a good Navigation,from the Journals of Capt. Gay- 
ton Anno 1 746, upon a Cruize to Bay Verte. About 25 
Leagues further is Tatamaganahou, a confiderable Nova- 
Scotia French Diftrict or Settlement, and good Road for 
VefTels ; 14 Leagues further is Bay Verte, (hallow Water, 
but the Embarquadier from Canada, to difturb us in Nova 
Scotia, from this are only 4 Miles Land Carriage to the 
River of Chiconiclo ; here we may obferve, that upon 
the Chiconiclo Bay Side' are 1 1 Fathom Tide, upon the 
Gulph of St. Laurence or Bay Verte Side, are only 4 to q 
Feet Tide. Further (IJIe Bonaventure and JJle Percee in- 
tervecning, where the French by Treaty of Utrecht do 
rightfully cure dry Cod Fifh) at the South Entrance of 
the River of St. Laurence, is Gafpee, a deep Bay and good 
Harbour ; here unrighteoufly the French dry Cod Fifh ; 
I obferve in the late French Charts publifhed by Autho- 
rity, there is a Territory prickt off, called Gaspee, as if 
not belonging to Nova Scotia or VAccadie, ceded to 
Great- Britain by the Treaty of Utrecht ; fuch a Paper 
Encroachment, if not attended to, may be conftrued after 
many Years a juft Claim by Prefcription •, fuch is at pre- 
fcnt the Difpute between the Baltimore Family of Mary- 
land, and the Pen's Family of Penfylvania concerning the 
old Dutch Charts, and our new Charts in Relation to Cape 
Cornelius the South Cape of Delaware Bay, and Cape Hen- 
lopen 20 Miles South Wcfterly from the Mouth of Dela- 
ware Bay, in running the Line between the three lower 
Counties of Penfylvania and Maryland. 

Nova Scotia is divided into 10 or 12 Diftricts ; each 
Diftrict annually chufes one Deputy to be approved by 
the Commander and Council at Annapolis ; he is a Sort of 
Agent for the Diftricl, and reports the State of the Dif- 
tncT: from Time to Time ; they are in no Jegiflative or 
executive Capacity ; the French Miffionaries who are not 
only appointed, by the Bifhop of Quebec in Canada, but 

under 
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under his Direction (a Scandal to the indolent Govern- 
ment and Garrifons of Nova Scotia) in their feveral Di- 
ftrifts and Villages, aft as Magiftrates and Juftices of the 
Peace ; but all Complaints may be brought before the 
Commander in chief and Council at Annapolis. 

The New-England Bills of publick Credit ; everfince 
the Cefiion by the Treaty of Utrecht, have been their com- 
mon Currency ; until the late intolerable Depreciation by 
immenfly multiplying this Credit beyond its Bearings, by 
Expeditions, and in Fact the Credit' of thofe Bills is almoft 
funk,* or rather loft ; the French Inhabitants abfolutely re- 
fufe them in Currency. 

IJland of Sables. 

Thislfland muft be deem'd in theJurifdicYion ofthePro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, as it lies upon the Latitudes of that 
Coaft, though at a confiderable Diftance ; and the Britijb 
exclufive Line of Fifhery by the Treaty of Utrecht 1713 
beginning at this Ifland, implies the fame to belong to 
Great-Britain -, the Name is French, and we retain it with 
much Impropriety ; we ought to have tranflated it Sandy 
Island, in the fame Manner, as we have turned Point de 
Sable (a former French Diftrict in St. Chrijlophers) to the 
prefent Britijh Name Sandy Point. The Property is loud- 
ly (that is in the publick News Papers,) claim'd by fome 
private Perfons 5 I (hall not inquire into the Merit of the 
Affair. 

I am informed by People who were fhipwreck'd there, 
and liv'd fome Months upon the Ifland, that, from Canfo 

* In a Meflage Nov. 5. 1747. from the Kcufe of Reprefentatives 
of the Province of Maffachufetts-Uay relating to the Pay of Canada 
Forces, to their Governor, it is rcpreferued, ." Should fuch a further 
Sum be emitted, as is neceffary for the Purpofe mentioned in your Ex- 
cellency's Meflage, we apprehend it muft be followed by a great Im- 
pair, if not utter Lofs of the publick Credit, which has already been 
greatly wounded." Thus the Odium of this iniquitous or bafe Money 

Currency is thrown upon Mr. S ley, by the proper Money Branch 

of the Legiilature. 

to 
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to the Middle of the Ifland are 35 Leagues South ; it is 
a low Land, with fmall rifmg Knowles of Sand called 
Downs, in Form of an Elbow, the Bite to the Northward* 
about 20 Miles in Length, and narrow •, by Reafon of 
Sholes of Sand, fmall Tides 5 or 6 Feet, and a great Surf, 
it is inaccefllble, excepting in the Bite where Boats may 
land. Formerly fome Perfons of Humanity, put Cattle 
alhore to breed, for the Relief of the Shipwreck'd, and 
by multiplying, they anfwered that benevolent charitable 
End •, until fome wicked, mean, rafcally People from our 
Continent, deftroy'd them to make Gain (thefe Robbers 
of feafaring People, called thefe Depredations, making of 
a Voyage) of their Hides and Tallow. The South Side 
is in 43 d. 50 m. N. Lat ; no Trees, their principal 
Growth is Juniper Bufhes* Huckle Berry Bufhes, ^Cran- 
berries, || Bent-Grafs •, fome Ponds, Abundance of Foxes 
and Seals -, great Snows in Winter, but do not lay long. 
At this Ifland which is deem'd 30 Leagues Eaftward 
from the Cape Sable Shore of Nova Scotia or UAccadie t 
by the Treaty of Utrecht 17 13, begins the Britifh exclu- 
five Line of Fifhery, running S. W. indefinitely, and in- 
cluding the Fifhing Banks belonging to the Ifland. 

Cape Breton IJlands. 

Cape Breton cannot properly be called a Britifh Colony* 
until confirmed by fome fubfequent Treaty of Peace, and 
annexed to the Dominions of Great-Britain ; but not- 
withstanding its retarding the Profecution of this Hiftory, 
I cannot avoid taking Notice of the Reduction of Louif- 

* Vit'u ld<ea angulofa I. B. Vaccinia Nigra. Park, Black WhortS 
or Bill Berries. 

f Oxyeoccus five vaccinia puluflris I. B. Mofs- Berries, or Marfh 
Whortle- Berries ; the French of Canada call it Canneberge ; it is plenty 
all over the Northern Parts of North- America ; and is a moll exqui- 
fitcly agreeable acid Sauce for all roll Meats, and for Paftry Tarts. 

(j Gramen Spicatum, feca/inum, maritimum, maximum, Spica longiore 
7. Spartium, Spicatum, pungen: Oceanicum, I, B. Erglilh or Dutch Sea 
Mat weed. 

fourg, 
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bourg, being in our Neighbourhood, an Event recent and 
very memorable. I fhall endeavour to relate it with Ex- 
actnefs and Impartiality •, by afcribing every Step of it to 
Providence, I hope it will not be conftrued as detracting 
from the Merits of the Country of New-England, the Place 
of my Abode or Home. The Motto may be Audaces For- 
tunajuvat, and with good Propriety may be termed Dig- 
itus vindice nodus, and without Imputation of Gant, be af- 
cribed to fome extraordinary Interpofition of Providence 
in our Favour : Governor Shirley in a Speech, obferves, 
that " fcarce fuch an Inftance is to be found in Hifto-' 
ry :'" A Colonel in this Expedition, gave it this Turn 
" That if the French had not given up Louijbourg, we 
might have endeavoured to ftorm it with the fame Prof- 
peel: of Succefs, as the Devils might have ftormed Hea- 
ven ." The annual Convention of the New- England Mi- 
nifies, in their Addrefs to the KING, call it, " The 
wonderful Succefs GOD has given your AmericanForces :" 
A Clergyman from London writes " This profperous E- 
ventj can hardly be afcribed to any Thing fhort of an In- 
terpofition from above truly uncommon and extraordina- 
ry : Thefe Exprefilons of the Governor's, &c. ought not 
to be conftrued as derogating from the moft bold Adven- 
ture of the New-Englanders. 

The Reduction of Louijbourg was much above our 
Capacity •, in fhort, if any one Circumftance had taken a 
wrong Turn on our Side, and if any one Circumftance 
had not taken a wrong Turn on the French Side, the Ex- 
pedition muft have mifcarried, and our Forces would have 
returned with Shame, and an inextricable Lofs to the Pro- 
vince •, as this was a private or Corporation Adventure 
without any Orders from the Court of Great-Britain, the 
Charges would not have been reimburfed by the Par- 
liament ; and the People of New-England from Gene- 
ration to Generation would have curfed the Advifers 
and Promoters of this unaccountably rafh Adven- 
ture. 

In 
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In the Congrefs of Utrecht when the French demanded 
Cape Breton Ifland, it was propofed, that it mould Jie in 
common for the Ufe of the Britijh and French Fifhery, 
without any Settlements or Forts, but open j the French 
would have acquiefced, but in this as in fome other Arti- 
tides, our abandoned wicked Miniftry of that Time, 
gave the French Nation more thart they really expected* 
viz. the exclufive Property and Dominion of the Ifland, 
with the Liberty of fortifying. It is generally thought, 
that by next Peace, Louijbourg will be demolifhed, and 
the Ifland laid open and in common to both Nations t It 
is certain, that the Duke V Anville had an Instruction, if 
he fucceeded in recovering of Loui/bourg, to demolifh it. 

As this was a private Adventure, upon Surrender, we 
might have demolifhed it foon, and converted the Ar- 
tillery, other warlike Stores, and many other valuable 
Things, to the Ufe and Benefit of the New-England Co- 
lonies concerned, and fo have put an End to a great ac 
cruing Charge : The Charge of maintaining a Garrifon 
there with Men,ProVifions, warlike Stores, and Repairs in 
Time of Peace, will be a great and unprofitable Article 
of national Expence, and as both Nations are much in 
Debt, neither of them will incline to be at the Charge, 
but agree to demolifh it* As Great-Britain are a fmall 
People, biat at prefent Matters at Sea •, their Game is to 
procure all the Advantages of an extenfive Commerce* 
we are not capable of peopling and maintaining Land- 
Acquirements : Perhaps the Promoters of this very po- 
pular Adventure do not receive the fincere Thanks of the 
Miniftry or Managers at the Court of Great-Britain (this 
may be the Reafon of the Remoras in our folliciting a || 

Reimburfe- 



|| Perhaps our Agent or Agents at Home (who are in the Nature 
of Attornies for the Province or Coiporation^ to ingratiate themfelves 
with ourLegiflature, have reprefented the Affair wrong, which has in- 
duced them in Quality of a Colony Legiflature, to count their Chic- 
kens before they are hatched., and in fome Senfe, to prefcribe to the 
fovereign Legiflature of Great Britain, concerning the Difpo/ition of 



. of 
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Rcimburfement) becaufe thereby they have incurred, to 
pleafe the Populace, an annual Charge of above 60,000 £. 
Sterl. pr. An. or 600,000 £. New- England Currency, a 
conflderable Article where Ways and Means were difficult. 
If the Act of Parliament againft imprefling of Seamen 
in the Sugar -Iflands, had been extended to the Northern 
American Colonies \ we mould have been eafy under a 
Britijh Squadron ftationed at Bofton, and their Bills home 
for Supplies, would have made good Returns fo: air Mer- 
chants i our Traders could not have fuffered above 2 or 
3 pr. Ct. Difference of Infurance, which is a Trifle com- 
pared with the great Charge incurred by reducing of Lou- 
ijbourg, and of maintaining it during the War. 

Here I mall give fome fhort Account of Evenements 

in the Northern Parts of North America from the Com- 
mencement of the prefent French War to the prefent Time 
May 1748; I mall not notice frriall Affairs, which do not 
require Mention in a general Hiftory. 

The French declared War againft Great-Britain March 
15. 1 744. N. S. Great-Britain declared War againft France 
March 29. 1744. O.S. The French in thefeParts had more 
early Intelligence of the War : at Boflon we did not pro- 
claim this War until June 2. May 13.NL.Du Vivier with 
a few armed fmall Veffels, and about 900 regular Troops 
and Militia from Louijhourg, takes Canfo without any Re- 
finance, and carries the nominal four Companies being 70 
to 8o'Soldiers, and the few Inhabitants Prifoners to Lou- 
ijbourg. 

Here is a notorious Inflance of the French too forward 
rafh Conducl; contrary to exprefs InftrucYions fent by the 
Court of France to the Garrifon of Louijbourg, along with 
the Declaration of War (my Information was from M. le 
Marquis de la MaifonForte Capt. of the Vigilant) that con- 

this Money. There is a late Incident not in our Favour, Duke of 
NtnucaJlU concerned in all our Colony Expeditions is removed from 
being e'deft Secretary, that is of the Southern Province, to which Ire- 
land and the Plantations are annexed. 

fidering 
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fidering the weak and mutinous State of their Garrifon, 
it was not advifable for them, until further Orders, to at- 
tempt any Expedition which might alarm the populous 
neighbouring Britijh Colonies. 2. If inftead of taking 
the infignificant Poft ^did not deferve the Name of Fort) 
of Canfo in their Neighbourhood, the fooner to humour 
the Vanity of an Eclat •, had they with the fame Force 
gone directly to Annapolis, by Surprize it would have ea- 
fily fubmitted. 

About the fame Time a fmall inconfiderable Arma- 
ment from Louijbourg, commanded by M. ds la Brotz, 
made fome Depredations about St. Peters of Newfound- 
land, and threatned Placentia Fort. This de la Brotz in 
a French Privateer Sloop of 18 Guns and 94 Men, was 
foon after this, taken by the Maffachufetts Province Snow 
Capt. Tyng, upon the Coaft of New England, and carried 
into Bojlon. A fmall Privateer from Louifbourg takes a 
Sl©op with Whale- Oil aboard from Nantucket Ifland bound 
to Bojlon. 

See the Section of Nova Scotia P. 319, for the At- 
tempts againft Annapolis in June, by fome Indians under 
the Direction of M. Lutre, a French Mifiionary Prieft ; 
and in September, by fome French and Indians commanded 
by M. Du Vivier, who burnt Canfo in May. 

End of July Capt. Roufe in a Bojlon Privateer, arrived 
at St. Johns Harbour in Newfoundland from the great 
Banks, he brought in 8 French Ships with 90,000 Mud- 
Fifh. In Augujt, Capt. Roufe in Confortfhip with Capt. 
Cleves in a Ship and fome fmall Craft, and 50 Marines, 
fitted out by the Britijh Man of War ftationed at New- 
foundland, fail in Queft of the French Ships that cure 
Cod-Filh in the Northern Harbours of Newfound- 
land ; Auguft 1 8 at Fijhot, they took five good French 
Ships, fome dried Fifh but not well cured, and 70 Tons 
of Liver- Oil ; thence they proceeded to the Harbours of 
St. Julian and Carrous. Capt. Roufe hereby merited, and 
accordingly was made a Poft or Rank Captain in the Bn- 
tijlj Navy. 

In 
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In September dies Du Quefnel the French Governor of 
Cape-Breton, a good old Officer, and was fucceeded in Com- 
mand by M. Du Cbambon an old Poltroon. 

In Oclober Capt. Spry in the Comet-Bomb, upon the 
Coaft of New-England, takes a French Privateer in her 
firft Voyage or Cruize Capt. Le Grotz 16 Guns iooMen, 
whereof fome were Irifi Roman Catholick Soldiers for- 
merly of* Phillips's Regiment from Canfo -, this Privateer 
•was called Labradore, from a Gut in Cape-Breton where fhe 
was built •, fhe had taken two or three of our Coafters, 
from Philadelphia. About this Time Capt. JVaterhoufe 
in a Bojlon Privateer refus'd a French Eajl-India Ship rich- 
ly laden ; and Capt. Loring in a fmall Bojlon Privateer, 
was taken by a new French Man of War from Canada 
bound to Louijbourg. 

Nov. 19. fails from Louijbourg the French grand Fleet 
of Fifh Ships, of Fur Ships from Canada, &c. This Fleet 
confifted of 3 French Men of War, 6 Eajl-India Ships, 
3 1 other Ships, 9 Brigantines, 5 Snows, and 2 Scoonersj 
7 Veffels remained to winter at Louijbourg. 

This is a fhort Hiftory of the Sea Campaign (as the 
French exprefs it) in the Northern Parts of North America 
for Anno 1 744. 

Anno 1 745 in March^f La Rencmmee a French Frigate 
of 32 Guns, 350 Seamen, and 50 Marines, charged with 
publick Difpatches, and defigned for Obfervation ; in 
cruizing along the Cape-Sable Coaft, met with feveral of 
our fmall armed Veffels, and with the Conneclicut Tranf- 
ports, which upon any other Occafion, me might have 
deftroy'd with Eafe : If fhe had put into Louijbourg, by 
the Addition of good Officers, of Men, and of Stores ; 
the Garrifon would have been encouraged, and perhaps 
have render'd our Expedition vain : But having difcover- 

* In this Regiment they have been much guilty of inlifting Roman 
Catholicks, becaufe cheap and eafily to be got. 

-f- This was the bed Advice Boat iheFrwco had, fhe was taken in 
a Voyage to Hi/paniola. 

ed 
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cd an Expedition againft Louijbourg in great Forwardnefs 
fhe made the beft of her Way to carry immediate Ad- 
vice thereof to France •, and a Squadron under the Com- 
mand of M. Perrier was foon fitted out at from Breft for 
the Relief of Louijbourg, la Renommee fail'd in this Squa- 
dron, me was an exquifite Sailer, and at length taken by 
the Dover •, 1747. 

In May the ■+ Vigilant, a French Man of War of 64 
Guns and 560 Men with a good Land Fall, inftead of go- 
ing dirc&ly into the Harbour of Louijbourg, attack'd a 
Britijh Man of War of 40 Guns, the Mermaid Capt. 
Douglafs, this prudent Officer by a running Fight decoy'd 
the French Ship into the Clutches of Commodore IVarren 
in the Superbe of 60 Guns, in Company were alfo the £/- 
tham of 40 Guns, the Majfachufetts Frigate of 20 Guns, 



■f Commanded by M. le Marquis de la MaifonForte, Son in Law to 
M. Cbiconeou firft Phyfician to the French King. This Gentleman was 
too ram in firing ; as he met with Britijb Men of War, he mould have 
made the beft or' his Way to Port, and only have put his Men in a 
Pofturc to prevent Boarding, without firing, which flops the Ships Way, 
and have received the Fire of our Ships filently. Notwithftanding of 
this Mifcondutt, the Marquis was a Man of pood Senfe and Obferva- 
tion, he made this good Remark ; that the French Officers of Louif- 
bourg, in bad Policy, hindered the EngUjh from viewing at all Times 
the Strength of their Forts ; becaufe if the EngUjh had been well in- 
formed of its Strength, the mod: fanguine, lafh, wrongheaded Perfon, 
if not a natural Fool, could not have imagined fuch a Reduction with- 
out regular Troops, and without Artillery ; our proper Cannon (the 
in Guns of 18 lb. Shot lent us from New-York excepted) were bad, 
old, and Honey comb, 4 of them fplit in firing. He further well ob- 
ferved ; that our allowing the French Officers Prifoners freely to 
view BcJIon and the Country of New- England, would effectually dif- 
courage and forbid any French Attempt to invade a Country fo well 
peopled. 

Here we may obferve, that the warlike Names of the French Men 
of War, found more elegant, proper and bold, than the flat Appella- 
tion"; of the lhnijh Men of War by the Names of Counties, Towns 
and Perfons : For Inftance, in the French Navy there are, le Terrible 
V JrJtnt, le Fougueux ; le Mars, le Neptune, le J a/on ; le Vigilant f e 
Cloric, la Renommee, &c. In the EngUjh Navy our Names are flat 'the 
KniJ, the Detail/hire, the Cumbtiim-l; the London, the Edinburgh 'the 
Cbejltr; the Prince Frederick, the Piincefs-Mary, the Wager, &c. 

and 



342 /f Summary, Hijlorical and Political, Sccl 

and the Shirley Galley of 20 Guns ; the Vigilant (truck 
to the Mermaid May 18, and was manned chiefly from 
New England : If the Vigilant had arrived in Louijbourg 
confidering the many good Officers aboard, a large Num- 
ber of Sailors and Marines, with great Quantities of Stores, 
we mould have been difappointed in the Reduction of 
Louijbourg. 

If the Propofal made three Days before the Vigilant was 
feized, had taken Place, viz. of laying up the Men of 
"War in Chapeau rouge Bay, and landing theSailors and Ma- 
rines to join our fieging Army ; the Vigilant would have 
got in and fruftrated the Reduction of Louijbourg. 

M. Marin, after an invain Attempt againft Annapolis 
in Nova Scotia, with 900 French and Indians, in fmall 
Sloops and Canoes, was bound to the Relief of Louijbourg 
by molefting theSiege,in Afmac ou feHarbour they were dif- 
perfed by fome of our fmall armed Veffels June 1 5 •, fee 
Nova Scotia Section, P. 321. 

The French Squadron of 7 Men of War, commanded 
by M. Perrier, defigned for the Relief of Louijbourg, fee 
out from France too late. July 19, in N. Lat. 43 d. 45 
m. W. Long, from London 40 d. 30 m,E. off the Banks 
of Newfoundland, took our Prince of Orange Maft Ship, 
Lieut.-Governor Clark of New-York aboard, here the 
French learnt that Louijbourg had furrendred •, without 
this Intelligence, they would have become a Prey to our 
Louisbourg Squadron ♦, the French altered their Meafures, 
and in a Storm were difperfed ; la Galette of 32 Guns 
did not rendezvous •, the Mars 66 Guns, St. Michael 62 
Guns, and the Renommee of 32 Guns, put back to France ; 
the Parfait 46 Guns, Argonoute 4.6 Guns, and le Tournoir 
32 Guns, put into the Harbour of Carrous in the Nor- 
thern Parts of Newfoundland 5 1 d. 5 m. N. Lat, lay there 
three Weeks, and fail'd a Convoy for the French Filh 
Ships. 

Some homeward-bound rich French Ships, ignorant of 
this Event, came before Louisbourg to refrefh, and were 
taken by our Ships ; as all the Britijb Men of War had 

entred 
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entred into a Contract of joint fharing, I fliall not parti- 
cularize the Ships that made the Seizures : July 24 they 
took an Eaji-India Ship from Bengal, Value 75,000^. St. 
foon after they take another Eajl-India Ship. Augujl 22 
was taken a South Sea Ship (decoy'd by the Bojlon Packet 
Capt. Fletcher ) Value about 400,000 £. St. 

In July we fent fome fmall Craft to St. Johns Ifland to 
bring away the French Inhabitants, to be tranfported to 
France : Some of our Men imprudently and too fecurely 
went amore, they were ambufcaded by fome French and 
Indians, we loft 28 Men killed and captivated. 

Oil. 5. fail'd 5 Men of War, via Newfoundland with 
the two Eajl-India Ships for England, to be condemned 
there, conform to an Act of Parjiament ; the South-Sea 
Ship for certain Reafons was condemned as unfit to pro- 
ceed : The Vigilant, Cbejler, and Louisbourg Fire Ship 
were left to winter there. 

Our Provincial Privateer Snow Capt. Smithurfi, was loft 
in a Storm and all the Men drowned. 

Our Sea Campaign Anno 1 746 was as follows. In the 
Autumn 1 745 were fhipt off from Gibralter the two Re- 
giments Foot of Fuller and Warburton with three Com- 
panies of Frampton's Regiment, they arrived in the Win- 
ter upon this bad Coaft (I mean the Winter Coaftof New- 
England, Nova-Scotia and Cape-Breton) and therefore put 
into Virginia to wait the Spring Seafon •, they arrived at 
Leuisbourg May 24. 1 746, and relieved our New-England 
Militia of about 1500 Men that had kept Garrifon there 
at the Charge of Great-Britain from the Surrender of the 
Place June 1 7. 1 745 ; Commodore Warren received a 
Commifiion as Governor, and Col. Warburton as Lieut. - 
Governor of the Garrifon of Louisbourg and Territories 
thereunto belonging. Admiral Warren's Occafions call'd 
him Home, and Mr. Knowles was appointed Governor 
and Commodore of a fmall Squadron there, it is faid, he 
behaved in a mod imperious, difguftful Manner. 

Admiral Town/bend with a Squadron, was ordered from 

our 
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our Wejl India Sugar Wands, for the Protection of Lou- 
hhourg, he continued there in Harbour aJl the Time thac 
Duke d'Anville's French Squadron was upon our Coaft, 
without giving them any Moleftation in their great Dif- 
trefs, doubtlefs from fome fecret Inftruftions, which he 
did not think proper to communicate ta Mr. Knowles. 
fbwnjhend with eightShips fail'd in November fromLouis- 
bourg'for England. ' 

The Story of d'Anvilte's Expedition that Autumn irr 
thefe Seas, we have already related in the Section of Nova 
Scotia, P. 322. 

In the Summer by an Order from Home, the feveral 
Nothern Colonies did raife Forces towards the reducing of 
Canada -, fee Page 324 : this was perhaps only a State- 
Amufement, without a real Defign to profecute the Af- 
fair : The Majjachufetts-Bay voted 3000 Men, whereof 
2000 v/ere inlifted, and by an Order from Home, they 
were difmiffed in Ocloler 1747, after having further in-, 
volved the Province in a considerable Debt for inlifting,' 
victualing, and providing of Tranfports. 

Anno 1747. In theSpnng,aFr ench Squadron withTranf- 
ports and Land Forces, fitted out in France for theAnnoy- 
ance of Cape-Breton, and Reduction of Annapolis in Nova- 
Scotia, were intercepted, beginning of May by Admirals 
An/on and Warren's Squadron •, fee P. 326 : M. de Ram- 
fay, with his Party of Canadian French and Indians, had 
wintered at Chiconiclo, to join the Land Forces from 
France \ but upon the News of ha Janquiere's Difafter, 
they returned to Canada ; and from that Time to this pre- 
fent Writing May 1748, Annapolis has been in perfect 
Security and Tranquillity; there is at thisTime a Rumour 
of fome Expedition on Foot in Canada. 

Beginning of Winter Commodore Knowles from Louis- 
lourg with a fmall Squadron, was joined zxBcJlon by the 
Station Ships' of North-America, leaving their Trade ex- 
pofed to the Depredations of French and Spanijh Priva- 
teers i he fail'd to our Windward Sugar Iflands, and from 

thence 
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thence to Jamaica •> having made up a confiderable Squa- 
dron withLandForces aboard, he was to diftrefs theFrench 
Harbours and Settlements on Hifpaniola (the French call 
the Ifland St. Domingue) as much as pofiible, he has al- 
ready reduced and demolimed a ftrong Fort in Port Louis ; 
here 1741 lay a large French Squadron under the Mar- 
quis d'Antin defign'd to prevent the Jun&ion of Vernon 
and Ogle, or to awe our Expedition againft Carthagem, or 
to carry Home the Spanijh Plate Fleet ; neither of thefe 
were effected, but returned to France in a very diftreffed 
Condition. 

Anno 1748. The adjacent Britijh Provinces or Co- 
lonies, are negotiating an Expedition againft a French Fort 
at Crown- Point ; upon the Butch Side of Lake Champlain, 
and confequently within the JurifdicYion of New Tork ; 
When the Affair is narrowly canvaffed, perhaps it will 
be deem'd |j filly, but chargeable Affair ; As hitherto no- 
thing is concluded upon, we mult drop it. 

Cape Breton was formerly in the Nova Scotia Diftrict, 
the French call it U IJle Royal ; by Commiffion, M. Su- 
bercaje the laft French Governor of V Accadie, is called 
Governor of VAccadie and CapeBreton lllands, from Cape 

Rofters 

H As to the Reduction of Cretun- Point a French Fort, and lately a 
Place of Arms for the Annoyance of the Britijh Settlements of New 
Tork and the N. W. Frontiers of New- England, I. Unlefs all Ca- 
nada were in Courfe to be reduced, which we cannot pretend to effect 
without an Armament from Great Britain ; this when reduced, muft ei- 
ther be demolifhed, but foon rebuilt again by the French, at one Tenth 
of our Charge in reducing it ; or garrifon'd itrongly, at a great Charge 
becaufe of its great Diitance from us, and Vicinity or eafy Water 
Communication with Canada. 2. It is not in the New- England Dif- 
trict, Jurifdidion, or Government, and confequently not under our 
Direction fo as to make any Advantage of it in the Skin and Fur 
Trade. 3. If we were to a£t with the fame fordid private Intereft 
Views, as has formerly been pra&ifed by the Dutch Settlement, but at 
prefent Englifl? Government of New-York ; for Inftance, in the late 
Queen Annis War with the French, thefe our Dutch Subjecls contrived 

U u a 
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Rofters at the Entrance of 5/. Laurence River, to Quette- 
beck River : By the Treaty of Utrecht 1713, all UAcca- 
die or Nova Scotia was quit-claim'd by France to Great- 
Britain ; excepting the CapeBrelon Iflands, that is, all the 
Iflands in the Gulph of St. Laurence ; thefe Great-Britain 
quit-claim'd to France. 

The great Ifland of Cape-Breton, lies from 45 d. to 47 
d. N. Lat, its moft Northerly Point diftant 15 Leagues 
from Newfoundland, the Gulph of St. Laurence interven- 
ing, here a few Cuizers might preclude the French Canada 
Trade ; it is feparated from Nova Scotia by a Thorough-* 
Fare, which we call the Gut of Canfo, the French call it 
the Pajfage of Fronfac ; the Mermaid a Britifh Man of 
"War of 40 Guns 1747 upon a Cruize, fail'd through this 
Gut, found it fix Leagues long, is narrow but good An- 
chorage, Flood from the North ; from the Gut of Canfo 
40 Leagues to Bay Verte. where are about 10 or 12 French 
Huts, upon the Nova Scotia Shore, (hallow Water -, here 
is the Communication of the Canadians with our perfidi- 
ous French of Nova Scotia, by a fhort Land -Carriage or 
Neck of about 4 Miles to ChiconiSfo. Tatamaganahot is 
a large French Village, 14 Leagues Weft Southerly from 
Bay Verte, a Harbour for large Ships. 

Louifbourg formerly called Englifh Harbour, is in N; 
Lat. 45 d. 55 m. the PafTage by Sea from thence to Que- 
bec is about 200 Leagues, and has been performed in 3 
Days. In Cape Breton Ifland, there is a Gut Lake or in- 
land Sea, called Labradore about 20 Leagues long, and 3 
-. ■ ■ 1 ■— 1 ii » 

a Neutrality between the New-Tot k or 5 Nation Indians and the French 
Indians, and thereby ingroffed the French and Indian Trade of thoffl 
Parts, and the French of Canada with their Indians were all let loofe 
to diftrefs Nova Scotia and the Eaftern Settlements of New-England ; 
at prefent it might be advifeable, tacitly to confent to the Continuance 
of Crown Point as a Rendezvous and Place of Arms for the French and 
their Indians ; thus the Eaftern Frontiers of New-England would be 
fafe, formerly much harraffed by the Enemy Indians ; thisWarthey have 
not fuffered much ; our Weftern Frontier expofed to the Excurfiotjl 
from CroxvnPoiiit are covered by New -York and the late Addition to the 
Government of Ntw Hampjhire when fettled, 

or 
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or 4 Leagues wide, here they build fmall Veflfels ; the 
French Privateer called Labradore, Capt. Le Grotz taken 
by the Comet Bomb 1745, was built there. In the North 
Part of the Ifland is a good Harbour St. Anne's in a good 
Soil, here was laid out Fort Dauphin, to be found in the 
French Charts, as if finifhed. 

The other Iflands in the Gulf of St. Laurence are pri- 
vate French Property ; St. Johns and the Magdalene If- 
lands were granted to the Conte de St. Pierre \ St. Johns 
is about 20 Leagues long, good Land, many French and 
Indians ; Governor Knowles of Louijbourg neglected the 
Poffeflion of it 1 the Ifland of Anticojli, is the Property 
of Sieur Joliet a Canadian, it lies in the Mouth of the 
River St. Laurence, is large but inhofpitable, no good 
Timber, no good Harbour, Plenty of large Cod-Fifh ; 
below Gafpee on the Coaft of Nova Scotia at V IJle Per- 
cee and Vljle Bonaventure already mentioned, the French 
make Cod-Fifh. 

After a fhort Defcription of the late French Colony of 
Cape Breton Iflands, I fhall briefly, without Interruption, 
and at one View relate that memorable Event of reducing 
Louijbourg, the French American Dunkirk, by a few New- 
England Militia, with the Countenance of fome accidental 
Britijh Men of War. 

When Louijbourg was given to us by the French, we 
Found 600 regular Troops in Garrifon, with about 1300 
Militia, whereof about one half were called in from the 
adjacent Settlements ; the main Fojfee or Ditch 80 Feet 
wide, the Ramparts 30 Feet high (the Scalado or Scaling 
Ladders which we fent by the Direction of Mr. Bradjireet 
at prefent Lieut.-Governor of a Fort in St. Johns Har^ 
bour Newfoundland, were too fhort by 10 Feet, and never 
were ufedj upon the Town Ramparts were mounted up- 
wards of 65 Cannon of various Sizes -, the Entrance of 
the Harbour defended by a Grand Battery of about 30 
Guns of 42 Pound Ball, and by the Ifland Battery of 30 
Guns of 28 Pound Ball ; Provifions for fix Months, 
Ammunition fufficient, if well hufbanded from the be- 
ginning 
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ginning ; ten Mortars of thirteen Inches, and fix of nine 
Inches. 

Mr. Vaughan of Vamarafcote, in the Territory of Saga- 
dahoc, in the Dominions of New- England ; a whimfical 
wild Projector in his own private Concerns, intirely igno- 
rant of military Affairs, and of the Nature of the De- 
fence or Strength of a Place regularly and well fortified 
at an immenfe Expence ; dreamt or imagined that this 
Place might be reduced by a Force confifting of 1 500 raw 
Militia, fome * fcaling Ladders, and a few armed fmall 
Craft of New- England. 

It is faid, that f Governor Shirley was taken with this 
Hint or Conceit, but imagined that 3000 Militia with 2 
forty Guns King's Ships might do better ; this Expedition 
■was refolved upon and profecuted, without any Certainty 
of Britijh Men of War to cover the Siege and prevent 
Supplies •, a Packet was fent to Commodore Warren fta- 
tioned at our Weft-India Sugar Iflands, by a loaded Lum- 
ber Sloop, defiring the Affiftance of two Ships of 50 or 
40 Guns, and if he could not fpare two, to fend one 
which perhaps might be fufficient ; Mr. Warren's Anf- 
wer was, that for Want of further Inftructions from the 
'Admiralty, he could in Courfe fend only two Ships to the 
New-Tcrk and Bofton Stations ; but foon after this he re- 
ceived Inftructions to proceed to North America with the 
Superbe 60 Guns, Launceflon 40 Guns, and Mermaid 40 
Guns, in Order to fuccour Annapolis or any of his Maje- 
fty's Settlements againft Attempts of the Enemy, and to 
make Attempts againft the Enemy •, in proceeding to 
Bofton for Provifions and other Supplies, fome fiftiing 
Scooners, by Letters from Governor Shirley informed himj 
■ that the Expedition had proceeded, and defiring that he 
would immediately cover them by his Protection without 

* The Ladders fent with this Expedition were 10 Feet too fhort 
from bad Intelligence ; but if fufficiently long, they were not prac- 
ticable. . 

f In our Plantations fome Capt. Generals, and Colonels even of re- 
j >gular Troops, are not to be fuppofed military Men. 

touching 
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couching in at Bofton •, the good, affiduous, and publick- 
fpirited Commodore Warren directly proceeded and join- 
ed this Adventure, he is now an Admiral in the Navy, 
and Knight of the Bath in Reward for his good Services. 
The Afiembly of Majfachufetts-Bay •, Jan. 25. i744>5» 
by a Majority of one Vote, refolvedupon this Expediti- 
on -, Feb. 2, the Inliftments began for Voluntiers, and fail'd 
end of March for Canfo 3000 Men compleat -, we had in 
good Conduct and Precaution, three Weeks before this, 
fent out fome Privateers to block up. the Harbour of Lou- 
ijbourg. At Canfo they remain'd three Weeks, at this 
Time the Shore of Cape Breton was impracticable from 
Fields of Ice which came down by Thaws from the River 
of St. Laurence or Canada, and by Eaflerly Winds drove 
. upon that Coaft ; At Canfo was built a Block Houfe of 
8 fmall Cannon, garrifoned with 80 Men. The Expedi- 
tion failM from Canfo April 29, and next Day arrived in 
Chapeau rouge Bay a little South of Louifhourg ; here in 
landing our Men we were pppos'd by a Body of upwards 
of 100 regularTroops (whereof 24 were of thcSwifsCom- 
pany) commanded by Maurepang, formerly a noted Sea 
Rover \ we fuffered no Loft, the French retired with the 
Lofs of 8 Men killed and 10 made Prifoners ; from Canfo 
we had fent a fmall Party to St. Peters a fmall French Set- 
tlement upon Cape Breton, and burnt it. 

May 2. We detached 400 Men to march round, under 
Cover of the Hills, to the N. E. Harbour of Louifl?ourg %. 
upon the Surprize of our Men's burning the Store Houfes 
and Fifh Stages there, about one Mile, from the Grand 
Battery ; the Troops in theGrand Battery (to reinforce the 
Town, the Harbour being fufficiently guarded by the If- 
land Battery) retired to the Town precipitately, without 
deftroying the Trunnions and Carriages of their Cannon, 
only fpiking or nailing of them which were foon dril'd 
and did ferve againft the Town,* we took Pofleflion of 

it 

* Here we may obfervo, that by the Herculean Labour of our Mi- 
litia (many of them were ufed to Mailing and Logging) whofe great 

Atchieve- 
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it May 3, and found 350 Shells of 13, and 30 of 10 
Inches, and a large Quantity of Shot. 

The New-England Militia before the Town were in all 
about 3600 * Voluntiers, whereof not exceeding 150 

Men 



Atchievements were mod remarkable in Quality of Pioneers or La- 
bourers ; they drag'd thefe heavy Cannon upon Sledges over Morafles 
not practicable by Horfes or Oxen : By good Providence, they had 
no Occafion to fhow their Conduct and Courage in repulfing of Sallies 
(May 8. there was a fmall infignificant Sally from the Town ; it was 
faid, that the mutinous difcontented Garrifon could not be trufted with- 
out the Works, for Fear of Defertion) or ftorming of the Works ; 
fome capricious Writers have called in Queftion the New-England 
Conduct, but not their Courage. 

* The New- England Armament for the Reduction of LeuiJ&ourg, 
and in Confequence towards the Acquisition of the Province of Caps- 
Breton Iflands, or Iflands in the Gulf of St. Laurence was as follows. 
Province of Majfacbufetts-Bay 
Land Forces. 
Regiments of Lieut. -Gen. Pepperrell 
Brigadier- Gen. Waldo 
Colonels Moulton 
Hale 
Willard 
Richmond 
Col. Gorham, called of the Whale-Boats 
Col. Dwigbt and Lieut. Col. Gridley of the Train of Artillery 
Capt.Bernartfs Independent Company of Carpenters or Artificers 

Sea Forces 
Ship Majjachufetts Frigate Capt. Tyng 
Cafar 

Shirley -Galley 
SnOW Prince of Orange 
Brig. Bojlon Packet 
Sloops 



Ship hired from Rhode IJland 

Colony of Conneclicut. 
Land Forces 
* Reg. of 500 Men. Major General Wolcot. 

By Sea 
Tbompfon 16 Guns 

Colony Sloop l§ 

Pra- 



Tyng 


20 


Guns 


Snelling 


20 




Poufe 


20 




Smithurjl 


16 




Fletcher 


t6 




Donaheiv 


IZ 




Saunders 


8 


Bofch 


8 


Griffin 


20 
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Men were loft (the Prince of Orange Snow excepted, loft in 
a StormJ by Fortune of War, viz. kill'd by burfting of Can- 
Bon, by Shot from the Town, killM and drowned in the 
rafh Attempt againft the Ifland Battery : upon our firft en- 
camping, from the Damp of the Ground, there happened 



Province of New-Hampjhire. 
Land Forces, 
i Reg. of 350 Men. Col. Mare. 

By Sea 
Their Province Sloop 

Colony of Rhode -ljland. 
Land Forces None. 
By Sea their Colony Sloop. 
The Colonies South of New-England furnifhed no Quotas of Land 
or Sea Force, they made fome fmall Prefents of Provisions : The Go- 
vernor of New-York lent 10 good Cannon of 1 3 lb. Shot, without thefe, 
and the French unexpectedly abandoning their Grand Battery, our 
Expedition muft have been ineffectual ; Gov. Shirley fays, " That 
without thefe Cannon, we could not have had the fame Profpect of 
Succefs, and all other Preparations muft have been fruftrated. 

At the Defire of General Pepperrell and Commodore Warren in 
June the MaJJfachufettt-Bay fent a Reinforcement of 400 Men, 'and 
Connecticut fent 200 Men, they did not arrive until after the Siege was 
over. When the Town or Fort was in our Pofleffion, the New-Eng- 
land Militia Garrifon proving very fickly, they were recruited from 
Time to Time by the Colonies of New-England. 

The Britijh Men of War that arrived from Time to Time before 
Louijbourg, intimidated the Garrifon ; they were, 

Commodore Warren's Squadron from the Weft India Sugar Iflands 
the Superbe of 60 Guns, Launcefton and Mermaid 40 Guns each, they 
joined in the Adventure 

The Vigilant a French Ship of 64 Guns, defigned to reinforce Lou- 
ijbourg with Men and Stores, was taken by Warren's Squadron May 
19, and added to the Squadron ; fhe was afterwards mann'd moftly 
from New- England J 

May 22. The Princefs Mary of 60 Guns from England, via Bofim 
The Heclor of 40 as ditto 

June 10. The Cbefttr of 50 from England 

12. The Canterbury of 60 1 

Sunderland of 60 \ called in from Newfoundland 
Lark of 40 J 



Ehbam ot 40 called in from ccavoyinpthr 

ifVnv England Mail-Ships for England. "awyingthe 

Thefe 
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a general Flux or rather fimple Diarrhea or meer Loofe- 
nefs, not mortal, and foon over. After we got into the 
Town a fordid Indolence or Sloth for Want of * Difci- 
pline, induced putrid Fevers and Dyfentaries, which at 
Length in Auguji became contagious, and the People died 
like rotten Sheep ; this deftroy'd, or render'd incapable 
of Duty one half of our Militia. 

During the Siege, the French made only one infignifi- 
cant Sally May 8 •, the Garrifon was mutinous, and could 
not be trufted at large ; this rendred us fecure and the 
Siege was carried on in a tumultuary random Manner, and 
refembled a Cambridge. Commencement. 

In the Beginning of the Siege, fome of our Men in- 
con fiderately ftroird, and fuffered from a Body of French 
Indians. 

May 1 6. A Party of about ioo Men in Boats, landed 
in the Night near the Light Houfe Point, to furprife our 
Men who were erecting a Battery there to play upon the 
Ifiand Battery of the French ; this Party was timely dif- 
covered and obliged to fly into the Woods, and being 
joined by Tome Indians, had feveral Skirmifhes with our 
Scouts. 

May i6. In Whale- Boats (fo thin and light that a few 

Thefe effectually covered the Siege by cruifing, two fmall French 
Veffels only got in by a Fog; and when it was refolvedby the Sea and 
Land Officers, to ftorm the Town June 18. the depended upon Attack 
was by Sea, while our Land Forces by Way of Diverfion made a Feint 
^but without any practicable Breach) to ftorm it afhore ; at that Time 
we had Britijb Men of War Guns 

One of 64 
Four of 60 
One of 50 
Five of 40 
And upon Capitulation Commodore Warrens Boats took the firft Pol- 
feffion of the Town, and his Marines mounted Guard for fome Days. 
* In military Difcipline there are fundry Articles befides the ma- 
nual Exercife of the Mufket and the Evolutions; I mail mention upon 
this Occafion only two, 1. A due Subordination to fupenor Officers 
or Command, which the levelling Spirit of our Plantations does not 
well admit of. 2. A proper Care of "their Men as to clean Drefs, 
Wear, Eating, Drinking, Lodging, and a proper Regard to l jj« r j£ k - 
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Mufket Balls are fufficicnt to fink them (about 400 Men, 
rafhly attempted the Ifland Battery, where is bad landing, 
30 Guns of 28 Pound Ball, and 180 Men in Garrifon ; 
we loft in this mad Frolick 60 Men kiil'd and drowned, 
and 1 1 6 Prifoners to the French. 

f As to the Affair of the Siege of the Town, it was 
in this Manner. In the beginning upon Greenhill 1550 
Yards diftant from the King's Baftion called the Citadel, 
we ere&ed a Battery of a very few fmall Cannon, one 13 
Inch, one 1 1 Inch, and one 9 Inch Mortars - t they could 

•f- I fhall further mention only a few Inftances of Mi r corrtiu£t in the 
Managers of this Expedition, we cannot lay the Blame upon the Pro- 
vince in general, Nw«. I. Hiring into the Government's Service, Capr. 
Snelling'l Ship that had lately imported the Small Fox. Z: While the 
Country Levies were in Bojlon, in one Day March 5, the Small Pox 
appeared in three different Parts of the Town, no Care was taken to 
remove thefe Levies to fome of the many convenient Iflands in Bifion 
Bay ; miraculoufly by the Care of fome Guardian Angel or Genius 
they efcaped the Small Pox, which would have rendred the Expedi- 
tion abortive in E?nbrio. 3. Some Companies were fitted out with un- 
serviceable i?>7/?0/-Guinea-Arms (fome of thofe Arms notorioufly b^d, 
were called in) inftcad of allowing a fmall Bounty to thofe Men, that 
would have carried their own good Arms. 4. Slops or Cloathing 
were not fent to our Troops fooner than Oclobcr ; during the Siege, 
that is, our being in the Field, was conftant dry favourable Weather ; 
next Day June 18 after we had Poffeflion of the Town, the raining 
Scaibn fet in, which, for Want of our Men being cloathed and well 
lodged, would have broke up the Siege. 

By Way of Amufement, I may take Notice of fome New -En* I and 
Poems, upon this Occafion (not in Difparagement to the Country, here 
at prelent fome true poetical Genius's begin to appear) I fhall mention 
only two Inftances j the firft is by Mr. Niles in the loweft doggrel 
Rhime, in Imitation of Homer's Lifts and Characters of the command- 
ing Officers at the Siege of Troy ; the Inftance is 

Waldo commiffioned is a Colonel, 

And o'er Land Force Brigadier General. 

The other is by an anonymous Authof in the highcfi Bombafr, 

And that New- England Schemes the Old furpafs 
As much as folid Gold does tinkling Brat's 
And that a PefferretTi and a Warrttf% Name 
May vie with Marlborough and a BLke for Farce 

W w do 
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do no Execution ; May 7, a Battery was made at 900 
Yards Diftance, and we fummoned the Town •, May 1 7, 
a Battery was advanced to 250 Yards Diftance from the 
Well Gate ; May 20, on the other Side of a Creek was 
ere&ed aBattery of five 42 Pounders,called Tidcomb' sBat- 
tery, to batter the Circular Battery and Magazine. 

We made no regular Approaches by Trenches, that is, 
by Parallels and Zigzags, but bombarded the Town at 
Random, and did much Damage to the Roofs of the 
Houfes •, the Weft Gate was defaced, the adjoining Cur- 
tain and Flank of the King's Baftion were much hurt, but 
no practicable Breach. 

The Canterbury and Sunderland being arrived it was re- 
folved to ftorm the Town by Sea June 18, by three 60, 
one 50, and four 40 Gun Ships, while the Land Forces 
made a Feint or Diverfion afhore : The French were a- 
fraid to ftand it, and capitulated June 17, to march out 
with the Honours of War, not to ferve for 12 Months, 
to be allowed all their perfonal Effefts, and to be trans- 
ported to France, at the Charge of Great-Britain. 

The Place was put under the joint Adminiftration of 
Pepperrell and Warren \ and all future Charges were to 
be defray'd by their Bills upon the Pay-Mafter General 
and Ordnance. According to the enlifting Proclamation, 
cur Militia were to be difcharged fo foon as the Expedi- 
tion was over •, Governor Shirley arrived in Louijbourg 
Aug. 17, and perfuaded them to continue ; but notwith- 
ftanding, if the Vigilant , the Chefter, and Louijbourg Fire 
Ship had not continued there over Winter, the Militia 
might have been difcouraged, and the Place in Danger of 
being furprized by the French and their Indians from Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and St. Johns Ifland. 

When the Launcejlonh Guns were landed and mounted 
upon the Ramparts ; we had 266 good Cannon mount- 
ed in the Town and Batteries. Capt. Montague of the 
Mermaid carried Home the Advice of Louijbourg being 
furrendred. 

As it is probable that Louijbourg will be demolifhed 

upon 
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upon a Peace, I mall not give any Defcription of the 
Town and its Fortifications •, I only mention that from 
the Grand Battery, ere&ed to range and defend the En- 
trance of the Harbour, to the Light Houfe at the Mouth 
of the Harbour, are about 2000 Yards •, after we were 
in Poffeffion of this Battery, and dril'd fome of the 
great Cannon which the French had nail'd arid relinquifh- 
ed ; the Town and Battery cannoned one another with a 
great and ufelefs Expence of Ammunition ; this Folly 
was lefs excufable in the French, as they could not poflibly 
have any Recruit of Stores •, the Diftance from the 
Grand Battery to the Circular Battery of the Town, is 
1857 Yards, which is too great for much good Execu- 
tion. From Maurepas Gate to the Ifland Battey E. N. E. 
1 273 Yards. From the Ifland Battery to the Light- houfe 
N. E. 1 1 3 3 Yards. 

As the French royal Navy at prefent are much * reduc- 
ed, and not capable of fending any confiderable Squadron 
fo far abroad ; perhaps in good QEconomy and with fuf- 
ficient Security ; the prefent nominal chargeable Corps 
(befides the large Detachment from the Train or Ord- 
nance) in Garrifon at Louijbourg of about 4000 Men, 
may be reduced to 2000 effective Men, and the reformed 
Men may with proper Encouragement be fent to fettle, 
and be intermixed with the French in Nova Scotia \ 
continuing them in Corps and in Pay for fome 
Time. 

The prefent Garrifon Troops of Louijbourg, if com- 
pleat, confift of 



* A little before the Commencement of the prefent Spattffi Wa*-, 
the French Royal Navy confilted of 
1 Ship of 90 Guns 

9 of 74 

4 of 72 

4 of 64 

all thefe may be called Line of Battle Ships ; but in the Progrefs of 

this prefent French War to this Writing, they are reduced to near half 

the Number. 



7 Ships of 


62 Guns 


6 of 


60 


8 of 


5° 


8 of 


40 to 4.6 
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Men 
Fuller's Reg. 815 1 iv/r k' 

Warburtonh 8 15 < Officers included >^[^n ts 

Frampton's 3 Comp.245 J ° 

§ir fVm Pepperrelfs 1000 ("for Officers not] May be 

< included add 80 )> called Ma- 
Co). Shirley's 1000 |^or more to each J rines 

3875 
The Project of raifing two Regiments in New-England 
was faulty in two Refpects. 1. A young Settlement, al- 
ready much reduced in their young Men, by late Expe- 
ditions ; to exhauft them more by Handing Levies, is a 
grievous Hardfhip ; it not only retards or ftunts the 
Growth of the Colony, but in Faci, miniorates them, and 
puts them backwards •, this is the general Complaint of 
the Country, extravagant Price of Labour, and Want of 
Labourers. 2. The publick Difappointment of the In- 
terefr of Great- Britain, where 2000 Men are depended 
upon ; of thefe 1000 perhaps are and ever will be Non- 
Effectives, it being impracticable for the Country to 
fpare fo many Men, for (landing or continued Regular 
^roops. 

Perhaps the fpeculative original Defign, at Home 
might appear fpecious, that is, 1. A Garrifon of Men in- 
digenous. Natives of, or habituated to the Climate. 2. 
That by referving fome Officer's Commiflions, to the 
Difpofd of the Colonels •, the Gentlemen of our Militia, 
who had diftinguiih'd themfelves in the Expeditions, 
might have fome Reward for their Merit •, this laft De- 
fign was attended with the * Inconveniency of being per- 
verted •, by befcQvving thefe Commiflions to Purchafers, 
to Relations, and to Friends. 

Some of our good Farmers, Artificers, and other La- 

* When I write with Freedom, impartial, difinterefted Readers, 
will excufe me in Quality of a difinterefted Hiftorian ; I have no per- 
fonal Difregard or Malice, and do write of the prefent Times, as if 
thefe Tilings had been tranfadted 100 Years fmce. 

bourers, 
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bourers, leaving their feveral Occupations For a fhort 
Time, to ferve their Country upon an Exigency, in a mi- 
litary Way, is very laudable •, this was in Practice amongft 
the Romans ; fome of their great Generals have upon this 
Account left the Plough, and when the Expedition was 
over, have returned to it again •, fuch ought to be reward- 
ed with Places of Profit or Honour, without Purchafe, 
Subfcriptions for Prefents, Alignments of their Pay for 
a Time, and other * avaricious Contrivances. 

In the Summer 1746 the Affembly qf Maffacbufetts- 
Bay, fent to the Court of Great Britain f, Accounts of 
their Provincial Charge in reducing ©f Louijbourg, to the 
Amount of about 178,000 £. Sterling ; this Affair is 
ftill depending, and is imputed, rather to the Inactivity 
and improper Application of our Agents, than to Dilato- 
rinefs in the Miniftry and Parliament •, the Righteoufnefs 
and Generofity of our Parliaments are notorious, and a 
Reimburfement is unquestionable ; and if properly pufh'd 
to Effect,we might have had for fomeTime paft,an annu- 
al accruing Interefl. upon Debentures of 7,ooOj£.St. -pr.An. 

* Hungry or indigent Animals are voracious, and amongft: Mankind 
this may proceed further, to a Cre/cit amor Nummi quantum ipfa pecunia 
crefcit, which is in itfelf indefinite. 

-f- Thefe Accounts were in fundry Articles, 

1. Account of the firft Mufter Rolls in the Expedition to Cape Bre- 
ton, as made up and paid by Ordfr of the General Afiembly of the 
Majfachufetts Bay Province. 

2. Account of the feveral Sums paid by the Committee to the Offi- 
cers and Soldiers who continued in ypur Majefty's Garrifon at Louif- 
bourg, until they were difcharged by your Majeffy's Order. 

3. Account of the Charge of Tranfport VefTels employed in your 
Majefly's Service, in the Expedition to Cape Breton, and for the Ser- 
vice of theGarrifon at Louijbourg ; exclufive of fuch as were laden with 
Stores by cxprefs Order from the General and Admiral. 

4. Account of the Charge of the VefTels of War in the Pay of the 
Majfachujetti Province, in the Expedition to Cape Breton, and after Re- 
<3uc~lion of the Place. 

5. Account of the Coft and Charge of tranfporting warlike and o- 
iher Stores, for the Service of your Majefty's Forts and Garrifon at 
leuijbourg, by Order of Admiral Warren and General Ptpperrell. 

' With fome contingent Charges. 

which 
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which at prefent is 70,000 £. New England Currency, this 
would much leflfen our yearly Provincial Tax. 

At Louijbourg their Currency founds as if it were Ster- 
ling Value ; Britijh Coin cannot be exported, therefore 
Spanijb Coin, which is the moft general in all the com- 
mercial Countries of our Globe, reduced to a Sterling Va- 
lue, is called Sterling by us. Immediately upon our pof- 
feffmg of Louijbourg, the Gibraltar and Colonies Curren- 
cies Cheat, began to take Place ; that is, the Commifla- 
ries or Pay- Matters, what was charged to the proper Offi- 
ces or Boards at Home at 5 / St, they paid off (to their 
own private Advantage of 1 1 pr. Ct. a Cheat) by a mill'd 
Piece of Eight Value 4/ 6 d. St. If Louijbourg mould 
continue a Garrifon, a confiderable Article in the Britijh 
annual Supply ; thofe CommifTaries from the Example of 
our American Colonies and Gibraltar, would foon improve 
their Profits, to pay away a light Piece of Eight, Value 
2 f. 6 d. St. for a Britijh Crown or 5/ St. The Impo- 
sition at Gibraltar of 1 J. St. for 1 6 d. Currency and Pay, 
it is faid, has lately been under Confideration of the Britiflj 
Parliament ; may it introduce the Confideration of the 
Abufes in our Plantation Paper Currencies, where the A- 
bufe is vaftly more ; in Gibraltar 1 f. Sterl. is paid away 
for a nominal 1 6 d •, in Majjachujetts-Bay from a * very 
b — d Adminiftration, we have exceeded all our Colonies, 
even North Carolina where their Paper Money was at a 
Difcount with a fallacious cheating Truck, it is 10 for 1 
St. ; ours is fomewhat worfe in good Bills St. 

From 



* Loofers are indulged to complain, and naturally do complain and 
are clamorous ; is it poffible for a Man in the Space of a Year or 
two, to be gradually rob'd of one half his perfonal Eltate without com- 
plaining ? The Complaint is feafonable, being at the opening of the 
new AfTembly of the Province of Majjachufetts Bay, the moft confide- 
rable of all our Colonies. 

Some Men do not care who finks if they fwim ; if pur Eftates are 
ftill more to be reduced by this cheating Game, fome Perfons will 
complain more loud ; and perhaps fome Anefldotes or private Hiftory 
of thefe Affairs, gathered from ■ the unguarded Information of fome 

blabbing 
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From the Surrender of Louijbourg and Territories 
thereto belonging, June 1 7, 1 745 to June 1 748, there 

have 



blabbing Confidents, may require to be communicated to the Publick ; 
to a Man aggrieved, there is fome Pleafure or Satisfaction in venting 
himfelf by complaining, even where there is no Redrefs. 

From 'lime to Time, anticipating the Affair of Currencies referred 
to the Appendix, may be excufed : this pernicious defolating Torrent 
becoming more and more violent, requires a more fpeedy Refinance. 

The Colony of Majfachufttts Bay was the Leader of Paper Curren- 
cies in the Britijh Plantations, and have now at Length carried this 
Fraud to the utmoft (even beyond 'North Carolina Management) if car- 
ried further the Staple muft break, and the Fraud of the wicked Pro- 
jectors (in all Affairs there are Limits which in the Nature of Things 
cannot be exceeded) ceafe. 

I lhaJl enumerate fome of the many Mifchiefs attending the bad 
fraudulent Management of Paper Currencies. I. From an Equality 
with Sterling, afterwards with Proclamation Value, they have reduced 
the Value of our Currency to 10 for i St. II. The Governor and 
Legiflature keep up their Salaries and Wages to the Sterling Value, 
but feemingly allow all other Tranfadlions to run into Confufion and 
ruinous Depreciations. III. The Depreciations might have in a great 
Meafure been obviated, even when there were great Exigencies for 
prefent Money ; thus after the firft EmifTions being 40,000 _£. Anno 
16(50 and 1691 to pay off the publick Debts incurred by Phips^s Ca- 
nada Expedition, when there was an Appearance of an enfuing De- 
preciation, if more were emitted ; the Government did wifely borrow 
the Bills already emitted, from the Poffeffors, with good Effect, and 
thefe Bills did not depreciate : If, in the Cape Breton, and amufing 
late Canada Expeditions, we had done the fame ; it would have had 
the like good Effect with Refpecl to the Publick, but would not have 
anfwered the vvickedlntentions andOccafions of thePromoters of thefe 
Bills, 'viz. 1 . Of thofe who had acquired the Craft of negotiating (in 
troubled Waters good Fifhing) thefe depreciating Bills to their own 
Advantage. 2. Of thofe who were to liberate their mortgaged fi- 
xates by defrauding their Creditors with a depreciated nominal Value 
inftead of the true contracted Value ; well knowing that a multiplied 
Paper Credit, depreciates itfelf more and more. IV. By Acl of Af- 
fembly a publick Bill of Credit explicitly in its Face promifing only 
2 ox. 13 d. 8 gr. Silver, fhall be equal to a Bill promifing 3 cz. Silver; 
that is, in common Arithmetick, 8 fhall be equal to 9. V. In the 
fame Kind of Impofitions, ufed by Lewis XIV. of France, who by 
Recoinages from Time to Time miniorated his Money, at Len-nh 
finding his People reduced to infenfible Dupes, he fav'd the Charee°of 
rccoining, and uttered the fame Coin with only fome little Mark or 

Stamp, 
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have been feveral tranfient Commandants, but no con- 
tinued eftablifhed Governor \ if the Court of Great-Bri- 
tain were in earned to retain this Place, many Candidates 
would have appeared, and fome Perfon of great lntereft 
eftablifhed ; whereas from a Col. {Warburton) being Lt.- 
Governor, it is now reduced to a Lt.-Col. being Gover- 
nor. The Commandants in Succefiion have been as fol- 
lows from the Surrender, 

i. The General, Pepperrell; and Commodore, Warren, 
naturally joint Administrators. 

2. * Admiral Warren Governor ; Col. Warburton Lt.« 
Governor. 

3. -f- Commodore Knowles Governor ; Col. Warburton 
Lt.-Governor. 

4. Hobfon Lt.-Col. to Fuller, Governor ; Ellifon Lt.- 
Col. to Pepperrell, Lt.-Governor. 

Stamp, at a further depreciated Value ; in Juue 1 744, to fave the 
Charge of New Plates, we miniorated the Value of the Emiffions of 
Ncv. 1 74 1, by a few Dafhes upon the fame Plate. 

Finally, fome fay, that as it is a Maxim in the civil Law, £>ui Cive/n 
fervarepotejl, et non fer<vat, occidit j the proper Check negative in the 
Legiflature, ought to bear all the Blame of thefe iniquitous Depreci- 
ations, and Abfurdities which expofe the Province. 

* Admiral Warren went Home, and has fmce done great Service, 
acquired much Glory, and a very great Fortune. 

■f Commodore Knoivles went to command a Squadron from Ja* 
maica, to reduce St. Jago de Cuba, a Neft of Spanifh Privateers or ra- 
ther Pirates : His Conduft and Succefs was as formedy ; no Benefit 
to the Publick, no Profit to himfelf ; in failing out, the Norths (as he 
writes) would not allow him, and in returning to Jamaica he vifited 
St. Jago, but could not be reconciled to their Preparations for De- 
fence ; as a By-blow, he furprized in March 1747,8, the French Port 
Louis of Hijpaniola, with the Lofs of two good Captains Renton and 
CuJ? f and feveral other Men, and the fine Man of War Scooner Achilla t 
built by the ingenious Ship-Builder Mr. Hallonvel of Bojlon,'m carry- 
ing Advice from Mr. Knowles to Jamaica, was taken by two Spanijb 
Privateers. Admiral Knoivles deftroy'd and carried off fome Iron 
Guns ; it is faid, that by Capitulation it was to be deem'd a free and 
neutral Port, and confequently proper to fupply the French with Pro- 
vifion and Ammunition from all Nations j'this cannot be credited ii» 
the worft of Conduft. 




SECTION VIII. 

Concerning the Province of 
Maffachufetts-Bay. 



THE next four following Sections concern the Do- 
minions of New-England, at prefenc divided into 
four feveral Colonies or Governments •, to render; 
the Accounts of therri more clear and diftincT, we fhail 
begin this Section with an introductory Article, in ge- 
neral concerning the fundry Grants and Settlements made, 
before they were colonized by Royal Charters and Pa- 
tents : As Majfachufetts-Bay Province, is compofed of 
many different Grants, united at prefent in one Charter ; 
fbme general Account of thefe feveral Terriror'es may be 
ufeful -, afterwards we proceed to more particular Accounts 
of thefe Territories in fo many diftinc~t Articles, beginning 
from the Northward. 

Article if. 

Some general Account of the Dominions of New-Eng- 
land, and a general Account of the Territories incorporated 
ky royal Charter into one Province or Colony by the Name of 
MafTachufetts-Bay in New- England. 

This is a laborious Affair, being obliged to confult 
MSS Records •, the many printed Accounts are, i. Too 
credulous and fuperftitious. 2. Too trifling ; muft the 
infipid Hiftory of every Brute (fome Men as to Intellects 
do not exceed fome Brutes) or Man Animal be tranfmit- 
ted to Pofterity ? 3. The Accounts of every white Man 
and Indian mutually kill'dorotherways dead, would fwell 
and lower Hiftory fo much, as to render the Perufal of 
x * fueh 
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fuch Hiftories (excepting with old Women and Children) 
impracticable. 4. The Succeffion of pious Paftors, El- 
ders and Deacons, in the feveral Townfhips, Pariflies or 
Congregations •, I leave to Ecclefiaftick Chronologers ; 
Canonization or Sainting feems not confident with our 
Proteftant Principles. 5. The printed Accounts in all 
Refpecls are beyond all Excufe * intolerably erroneous. 

The 



* Mankind are not only to be further informed, but ought alfo upon 
Occafion to be undeceived ; for this Reafon, and not as a fnarling 
Critick, I have fubjoined the following Annotation, concerning fome 
of the mod noted Writers of New- England Affairs ; at prefent I fhall 
mention only two or three of thofe that are generally read : and in 
the Sequel of this Hiftory, may animadvert occasionally upon fome 
others. I find in general, that without ufing Judgment, they borrow 
from old credulous Writers, and relate Things obfolete for many Years 
paft, as if in the prefent State of the Country. 

Dr. Cotton Mather's Map of New-England, New-York, Jerftes and 
Penfyfoania, is compofed from fome old rough Draughts of the firfl: 
Difcoverers, with obfolete Names not known at this Time, and has 
fcarce any Refemblance of the Country ; it may be called a very er- 
roneous antiquated Map. 

Capt. Cyprian Southack's Land- Map of the Eaftern North America, 
is worfe ; it is as rude as if done by an Indian, or as if done in thofe 
Ages when Men firft began to delineate Countries ; it gives no Infor- 
mation,but has r.o other badEffeft, than turning fo muchPaper to wafte: 
But his large Chart of the Coaft of Nova Scotia and New England, 
being one continued Error, and a random Performance, may be of 
pernicious Confequence in Trade and Navigation ; therefore it 
ought to be publickly advertifed as fuch, and deftroy'd wherever it is 
found amongft Sea Charts. 

Oldmixcn's (he died Anno 1742) Britijh Empire in America 2 Vol. 
8vo. Lend. 1708. He generally writes, as if copying from fome ill- 
founded temporary News-Paper. Dr. C. Mather fays, that Oldmixon 
in 56 Pages has 87 Falfhoods. He prefixes Mather's filly Map ; and 
confeffes that he borrowed many Things from Cotton Mather's Mag- 
nalia ; leaving out, the Puns, Anagrams, Miracles, Prodigies, Witches, 
Speeches and Epiftles ; Mather's Hiftory he calls a miferable Jargon, 
loaded with many random learned Quotations, School-Boy Exercifes, 
Roman like Legends, and barbarous Rhimes. Neal writes, the Co- 
lony of Connecticut furrendred their Charter 1688, and have holden no 
Courts fince. N. B. Upon Sir Edmund Andrews's Arrival 1686 as 
Governor of the Dominions of New- England Sec, they dropt the Ad- 
jnimftration according to their Charter 3 but their Charter not being 

vacated 
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The firft Englijh Difcovery of the Eaflern Coafts of 
North America was by the Cabots in the End of the 15 th 

Cemury. 



vacated by any legal Trial, upon the Revolution they were allowed to 
profecute the Adminiftration, and to hold Courts as formerly — 400 
Students in Cambridge, New England — His Account of the Indian Re- 
ligions, or rather Worfhip, is falfe and ridiculous — The Indians live 
commonly to 1 50 JEt. — Plymouth- Bay is larger than Cape-Cod, and 
has two fine Iflands, Rhode IJland and Elizabeth ljland — New-England 
ys bounded Weft by Penfylvania — Dorchejler is the next Town to Bojlon 
for Bignefs — At BojIon there is a Mint. N. B. Perhaps he meant the 
Mint 1652 aflumed in the Time of the Troubles and Confufions in 
England — An indefinite Number of more Errors, the Repetition of 
them would be Confutation fuflicient. 

NeaPs Hiftory of New- England 2 Vol. 8vo. London 1720. He is 
much upon the Hiftory of the low Ecclefiafticks, borrowed from the 
noted Mather's Magnalia Chrijii Americana. He gives a tedious filly 
ridiculous conjecture Account, of the fettling of North America from 

Scythia and Tartary, and the Southern Parts from China Natick is 

an Indian Town, confifting of two long Streets, each Side of the Ri- 
ver ; as if he were defcribing one of the large Dutch voting Towns 
with a River or Canal running through it : N. B. This Indian Town 
at piefent confifts only of a few ftragling Wigwams — Orange Fort of 
Albany is 80 Miles up Hudfons River — The Indian Government is 
ftriclly monarchial. N.B.The Indians of a Tribe orClan, live together 
like friendly, but independent Neighbours ; their Senators or old 
Men, have no coercive or commanding Power over their young Men, 
all they can ufe is only Perfwafion. — Quebec has 5 Churches and a 
Cathedral ; N. B. Only one Parochial Church, which alfo ferves as 
a Cathedral, and a conventual Chapel in the lower Town. — The 
great frefh Water Lakes behind New England, are conftantly froze 
over in Winter from November ; which occafion the long and hard 
Winters of Ncw-EngLnd ; N. B. Thefe Lakes are upon a ("mail Storm 
of Wind, tempeftuous, and never frozen over ; and becaufe of their 
foft Vapour, not much Snow lies within 1 2 or 20 Miles Diftance from 
thefe Lakes. — The Whale Filhing is ahnoft neglecled in Ne-ju- Eng- 
land ; Newfoundland has almoft engrofted it. N. B. In Newfoundland 
they make only a fmall Quantity of Liver Oil. — The Clergy of New- 
England zte not renowned for Humanity and Politenefs. — The French 
in New- England are very numerous — The Conveniency of Fifliing 
renders Cape-Cod populous as moft Places in New England. N. B. At 
prefent Cape Cod called Province Town, may confift of two or three fet- 
tled Families, two or three Cows, and 6 to 10 Sheep— To enumerate 
the other Errors and Blunders of this Performance, would be copying 
of it ; but it will not bear fuch a new IinprelHop. 

This 
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Century. The firft effectual royal Grant of Soil or Pro- 
perty was Anno 1584 to Sir Walter Raleigh and Affo- 
ciates ; he gave the Name Virginia to all the Continent 
in general, To called from the Englijh Queen of that 
Time Elizabeth, a Virgin Queen becaufe never married. 

New-England was firft difcovered to any Purpofe, by 
Cape. Gofnold 1602, and the Fifh, Train Oil, Skin, and 
Fur Trade thereof, with the Indians for fome Years, was 
principally carried on by fome Briftol Men. A rafcally 
Fellow Capt. Hunt, carried off fome Indians, and in the 
Mediterranean Sea of Europe fold them to the Spaniards, 
as Slaves, Mores of the Coaft of Barbary ; during fome 
following Years the Indians had an Averfion to, and Jea- 
loufy of the Englijh Traders ; but at Length Anno 161 9 
they were brought to a thorough Reconciliation, which 
made the Beginning of the New Plymouth Settlement 
iriore eafily carried on. 

This Capt. Gofnold of Dartmouth, was an Afibciate of 
Raleigh's ; Anno 1602 from England inftead of the for- 
mer wide indirect Courfe to Virginia by the Canary and 
Caribee Iflands ; he fail'd a more direct or Northern 
Courfe, and fell in with this Coaft, was embay'd in N. 
Lat. 42 d. jo m, where he caught many Cod Fifh, and 
called it Cape Cod •, thence failing Southward he gave Q^ 
Elizabeth's Name to one Ifland ; and to the next Iflancl, 
where he found Quantities of wild Grape Vines, he gave 
the Name of Martha's Vineyard ; thefe Names are re- 
tained to this Day. 

Capt. Gofnold at his Return to England gave a good 
Character of this new Country, which induced feveral 
Gentlemen jointly to obtain a Royal Grant Anno 1606 
fSir Walter Raleigh from his Attainder having forfeited 
his Grants in North America) April 10, they were two 
- 

This Annotation is already too prolix for an Amufement, we mud 
defer to fome other Occafion the Amufements from Cotton Mather % 
Magnalia, or Hiftory of Neiv- Englund, from Salmon^ Modern 
Hiftory, from Atlas nuuitimus iff commacialis, trow. J'-Jfclin, and from 
Hubbard. 

Companies 
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Companies in one Charter to plant and difpofe of Lands 
there : See P. 204. They were much the fame Diftricls 
as are our prefent Southern and Northern Diftricls of 
Cuftom Houfes ; the Southern Diftrict was called thcLon- 
don Company which does not belong to this Part of our 
Hiftory. The other was called the Northern Diftrict, 
North Virginia, or the Company of Plymouth or Weft 
Country Adventurers ; Lord chief Juftice Popham and 
Sir Ferdinando Gorge were of this Company •, Lord chief 
Juftice Popham was their Patron and principal Promoter, 
he dying foon after, the Settlement dropt, but fome Trade 
for Fifh, Skins and Furs was carried on for fome Years. 
Their flrft Adventure was taken by the Spaniards Anno 
1606. Capt. George Popham appointed Prefident or Di- 
rector of a Settlement to be made there, came over with 
Capt. Gilbert in 2 Ships with Families and Stores Ann* 
1607 •, fome Families wintered at Sagadahoc near the 
Mouth of Quenebec River (here many good Rivers meet 
and difcharge themfelves into a Bay called Merry-meeting 
Bay) Anno 1608, but foon left it with the Character of a 
cold, barren, inhofpitable Defert. 

Capt. Smith called the Traveller, fometime Prefident 
of Virginia, an ingenious Man, Anno 1614 with two Vef- 
fels came upon this Coaft for Trade and Difcovery of 
Mines of Minerals, Metals, and Precious Stones, Auri 
facra fames promoted mod of our American Difcoveries ; 
he furvey'd the Coaft well, and gave Names (ftill upon 
Record) to many of the Head Lands, Bays and Rivers, 
which are now obfolete, and other Names have taken 
Place ; He prefented a Plan of the Country to the Court 
of England, and it was called New-England, which 
Name it retains to this Day. 

About this Time there were feveral voluntary Com- 
panies of Adventurers to America, biat without Grants or 
Patents ; the London, Brijlol, Exeter, Plymouth, &c. Com- 
panies, who foon diflblved of themfelves. 

The Northern Company of Anno 1606, infenfibly dif- 
folved of it ielf i and a new Company of Adventurers 

was 
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was formed, called the Council of Plymouth or Council of 
New-England -, their Patent reaching from N. Lat. 40 d. 
to 48 d. is dated Nov. 18. Anno 1620 to Duke of Lenox> 
Marquis of Buckingham, Marquis of Hamilton &c, the 
Corporation to confift of 40 ; upon Deaths the Vacan- 
cies to be fupplied by a Vote of the Survivors -, being in 
Procefs of Time divided amongft themfelves, they fur- 
render'd their Patent 1635, and fome of them, v.g. Duke 
jof Hamilton, Sir Ferdinando Gorge, &c. obtain' d from K. 
Charles I. peculiar Grants or Patents : Their Patent was 
defignedly extended much North and South, to include 
and keep up the Englijh Claim to New Netherlands in 
Poffeffion of the Butch to the Southward, and to U Ac- 
cadie, fince called Nova Scotia, then in PofTefllon of the 
French to the Northward if fee a large Account of thefe 
Affairs, P. 109, and 205. To be a Body corporate, to 
have a common Seal, make Laws, and difpofe of any 
Parts thereof, but could not * delegate the JurifdicYion 
without an additional Royal Charter. 

This Council of Plymouth or New-England made many 
indiftinct and interfering Grants •, at this Time many of 
their Grants are become obfolete, fuch as Duke Hamilton's 
of the Narraganfet Country, Mr. Mafon's of New Hamp- 
/hire, fome Grants upon Kenebec River, &c. The Mem- 
bers of this Council of Plymouth differing amongft them- 

•f Thus Nova Scotia and Sagadahock, or the former Duke of Tori's 
Property, at that Time in Poffeffion of the French, were by the Maf- 
fackufttts Charter annexed in Jurifdidlion to Majfachufetts- Bay ; the 
Court of Great- Britain, notwithftanding, feem to referve their Pro- 
perty and Jurifdiction there, and accordingly have withdrawn Nova- 
Scotia from the Jurisdiction of the Province of Majfachufetts- Bay and 
conftituted it a King's Government to no Purpofe ; perhaps if it had 
continued annexed to a popular Government, fome Progrefs might 
have been made towards a Settlement. 

* Lately the Commiffioners appointed from Home to determine the 
Boundaries between the Colony of Rhode- Ifiand, and that Part of the 
Majfachufetts Province, formerly called the Colony of New Plymouth ; 
the Defect of a fubfequent royal Charter to New Plymouth, was the 
Reafon why the Commiffioners determined, and afterwards confirmed 
by the King in Council, ftric~tly according to the royal Charter of 
Rhode -ijUmd, though 38 Years pofterior to the New Plymouth Grant. 

felves, 
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felves, occafioned the Surrender of their Charter to the 
Court, by an Inftrument under their common Seal dated 
June 7. 1635 •, there has been no general Britijh Com- 
pany in America fince that Time. 

Here we may obferve in general, That Laud f, Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, noted for his immoderate Zeal to 
promote Uniformity in the Church, occafioned an Emi- 
gration of Non-Conformifts in great Numbers to New- 
England, preceeding Anno 1641 ; but from that Time, 
until the Reftoration of the Family of Stuart, being about 
20 Years, very few came abroad ; the Independent or 
Congregational Manner of religious Performances having 
the Afcendent in England, as moll * futable to the civil 

Administration 



* Archbifhop Laud may be called the Father of Netv England ; 
he was a confiderable Statesman, prime Minilter or principal Advifer 
to Charles I : His Adminiftration was rigid againft the good and reli- 
gious Nonconfortr.ifs, he was accufed and convicted of a Defign to in- 
troduce Popery, and fubvert the Conftitution : for which he fufter'd 
Death by the Ax, Jan. 10. 1644. 

* CrowweWs reducing the Church of England to Separately cove- 
nanted independent Congregations, was a Matter Piece in Politicks ; 
in true Policy all civil Governments, ought to encourage the congre- 
gational Scheme. A national eftablifhed Church, Epifcopal or Pref- 
byterian, in a civil national Government is bnperium in Impcrio, a 
Wheel within a Wheel, as it is commonly exprefled ; which renders 
the Movements more perplexed ; and by a national Church affuming 
the Direction or pointing of our natural Entbujiafm, it clogs and endan- 
gers the civilConftitution. OurAW;-£«g7rfWCongrcgationali(ts fecm to 
deviate from their primitive Difcipline : In Imitation, perhaps, of a new 
Convocation of the Clergy of the Church of England, at ( the Open- 
ing of a new Parliament ; our congregational Minifters of Nem- 
England have a formal Synod or Meeting at the Time of the General 
Election or Opening of new Legiflative civil Aflembly ; they aftume 
the Constitution ©f a Synod, if. g. at Times they addrefs the King in 
this Stile, The Pallors of the Churches in his Majefty's Province of 
Mn([achufctts-Bay in Neiv- England, afiembled at their annual Conven- 
tion in May ; their Papers are figncd in Form by the Moderator, ia 
Imitation of the legal national (by Ad 0+ Union eftablifhed in Perpe- 
tuity) General Aflembly of the Prejbyterian Church of Scotland, my 
Jllma mater. The Quakers have fallen into the fame Error, by their 
quarterly and annual itinerant Meetings, which in Time by cunning 
Men, that is Statefmen, may be improved to the Difadvantage of the 
Civil Government. ^ 
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Adminiftration of thofe Times. In the Reigns of 
Charles II 5 and of James II, many DiiTenters came over. 
Lately the long Leafes of the Farmers in the North of 
Ireland being expired, the Landlords raifed their Rents 
extravagantly : This occafioned an Emigration of many 
North of Ireland Scots Prefbyterians, with an Intermixture 
of wild Irijb Roman Catholicks ; at firft they chofe f New 
England, but being brought up to Hufbandry or raifing 
of Grain, called Bread Corn, New-England did notanfwcr 
fo well, as the Colonies Southward ; therefore at prefent 
they generally refort to Penjylvania, a good Grain Co- 
lony. 
■ i i - • -■ i : i n ■ 

A national GWrMdminiftration diftind from the national civil Ad- 
miniftration, is very inconvenient : The moft abfurd notional Opi- 
nions in Religion, if not eftablifhed by the penal Laws of a national 
Church, are of no Confequence, and from their Abfurdity do drop, if 
allow'd to take their Courfes ; but if forcibly ftopt, ordam'd up, they 
gather, and in Time may break out into a rapid Torrent carrying all 
before them ; the civil Wars in England Car. I. are a notorious In- 
ftance of this. To qualify this Imperium in Imperio, the Roman Em~ 
peror was Pontiftx Maximus, and the King of England is called Head 
of the Church, 

f They eiefted a Prefbyterian Meeting Houfe in Bofton, Mr. John 
Morehead their Prejbyter ; as appears by an Infcription, in two Co- 
lumns, and not elegant ; the firft Column 

This Chh of Prejbyterian Strangers, <was congregated Anno Dom. ijity 
Anno Dom. 1 744 by a ftnall but generous 
Ilia manebit. Labilis e contra ft fit trana 
Suprema. Dejiderio J. M. hujus Ecclefia. 

The fecond Column. 
This Building nvas begun Anno Dom. 1742, and finijhei 
Number. Hujus fundamen faxum eft. Domut 
Peribit. Gloria Chrifti lex noftra 
Chrijiicu Paftor, and firft preached in May 6th. 

latin and Englijh interlarded is new excepting in Burlefque, like- 
wife the Difpofition of thefe Lines is Angular, and to be rightly un- 
derftood muft be read by joining the feveral Lines of each Column. 
This Church is a neat convenient Building, and doubtlefs in Time 
may be endowed wkh more learned and elegant Pafton of the 
Preftjj terian Mode. . 

Tims 
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This Council of Plymouth parcei'd out their Grant, 
into fereral Colonies or Settlements. 

Robert Brown 6 a f hot-headed young Entbufidjlical 
Clergyman began Anno 1580, to preach againfl: the Ce- 
remonies and Difcipline of the Church of England ■> he was 
perfecuted or baited and teazed by the BifliDps Courts, he 
with fome Difciples left England, and formed a Church at 
Midleborough of Zealand, in the Dutch Low Countries 5 
after fome Time this EfTervefcence or Ebulition of Youth 
fubfided, he returned to England, recanted, and had a 
Church of England Cure beftow'd upon him, and died in 
that Communion, Anno 1630. 

A Congregation of thefe Brownijls was formed in Tar- 
mouth 1602, being harraflfed by the eftablifhed Church of 
England, with their Paftor they transported themfelves to 
Leyden mHolland •, here they became more moderate under 
theDireclion of t\\e'ivPaft.or*Mr. Robinfon ; and from Brow- 
nifis changed their Denomination to that of Independents : 
Being of unfteady Temper, they refalved to remove from 
amongft Strangers after 10 Years Refidence, to fome re- 
mote Country in fome Wildernefs, where without Molef- 
tation they might worfhip GOD in their own devotional 
Way : Thus the firlt Settlements in New- England were 
upon a religious Account, not properly for Produce, Ma- 
nufacturies, and Trade, but as Reclufes : Amongft the 
Roman Catholicks are many Communities or Convents of 
unmarried or fingle Perfons Reclule * but thefe were re- 
clufe Families. 

After having obtained an Inftrument from King James 
I. for the free Exercife of their Religion in any Pare of 
America j they fold their Eftates and made a common 



•f Mr. Wb — —Id a young Clergyman of the Church of E 
has lately appcar'd in the fame Manner, preaching againfl: the bad 
Conduft of the Clergy of England ; his Difciples are called Met 
Srparatifis t or New Light. N. B. This New Light is an unnatural 
Composition of free Thinking, and devotional Cant. 

* Mr. Robivfons Son Ifaac died at BarnftaMc, New Qrrgtand i jo(j 
JEi. 106. 

Y y Bank, 
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Bank, and entred into Articles of Agreement with the 
Adventurers called the Council of Plymouth, to fettle on 
the Banks of Hudfon's River, now in the Government of 
New-York 5 after the Misfortune of being twice put back, 
they fail'd 120 Perfons in one Ship from Plymouth (they 
gave the fame Name to their new Settlement) Sept. 6 9 
1620, and fell in with Cape Cod Nov. 9 ; being too late 
in the Seafon for proceeding to Hudfon\ River •, although 
without the Limits of their Agreement they were obliged 
to fit down in a barren Soil, and formed themfelves into 
a voluntary AfFociation or Colony, fubferibed by 41 Men, 
but had no Communication with the Indians of the Coun- 
try until the Middle of March following ; about this 
Time thefe Indians by fome epidemick malignant Ulnefs 
and inteftine Wars had been much reduced. They chufe 
Mr. Carver Governor for one Year, but he died in April 
following, and was fucceeded by Mr. Bradford \ from the 
Length of the Voyage, other Fatigues, and extreme cold 
Weather, about 50 of their Number died the firft Year, 
of putrid Fevers, and other fcorbutick Ails ; all was in 
common for the firft two or three Years, having divided 
themfelves into 19 Families, Menages, or Meflfes ; yearly 
they received a few Recruits of People •, Anno 1624 when 
they received their Grant, the whole Settlement confifted 
of only 180 Perfons in 32 Meffes : From fo fmalla Be- 
ginning in the Space of about 125 Years, New-England 
is arrived to its prefent Glory. They purchafed their 
Lands of Mafjaffoit, the Indian Sachem ; he was glad of 
their Alliance and Afliftance, being then at War with the 
Naraganfet Indian numerous Tribe. 

They had no Grant of their Lands from the Council 
of Plymouth until Anno 1624, this Grant was not to the 
Company of Adventurers and Freemen, but to William 
Bradford, his Heirs, Affociates, and Affigns ; he was af- 
terwards perfuaded to afiign this Grant to the Freemen in 
general : This Alignment (as I underftand it) was after- 
wards confirmed by a new Grant from the Council of 
Plymouth to the Company of Freemen, Jan. 1629,30 ; 

they 
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they never had any Royal Charter or Patent, confequent- 
ly no JurifdicYion •, the Council of Plymouth could con- 
vey Property, but could not delegate Jurifdiction. Here 
we mull break off, and reafiume the Hiftory of Plymouth 
old Colony, when we come to the Article of Plymouth as 
a conftituted Colony. 

It is certain that the firft Settlers of New England, did 
not (as in fome of our Colonies) come over indigent or 
Criminals, but as devout religious * Puritans, they were 
not Servants to the Adventurers as in fome Colonies. 

Before we enter upon the four well fettled and confti- 
tuted Colonies of New-England, we mall but juft menti- 
on fome Grants which have in Procefs of Time been in- 
corporated with thefe four Colonies, and their Memory 
loft or fwallowed up in them, and of others become 
cbfolete. Some of them (hall be related more at large in 
their proper Places. 

Mufcongus or Lincoln Grant of 30 Miles fquare. 

Pemaquid Grant. 

Sbepfcut Purchafe or Nagwafack Purchafe of Robinhocd 
an Indian Sagamore, Nov. 1. 1639, between Sagadahock 
Bay and Sbepfcut River, thefe three are in the Territory 
of Sagadahock. 

* Thefe Puritans were pious, honed, well meaning People ; but 
too contracted, rigid, and lingular in their Difcipline and Practice of 
Devotion : They would not allow of the Eng/i//j St. Georges Red Cro'fs 
in the m litary Enfigns, Colours and Standards. In common Affairs of 
Life, they affecled to ufe Scripture Terms, and thefe not always pro- 
per ; our Tranflation is not good. Ancient Terms in common Life 
ufed by the polite Greeks and Romans, they called profane, and did not 
ufe them ; for Inftancc, inftead of December 25, they wrote, the z-th 
Day of the Tenth Month, inftead of Monday, they laid the Itcond 
Day of the Week ; fome of them made Confcience of a Pun or Re- 
bus ; thus fome good old Women would not brew on Saturdays, be- 
caufe the Ale or Beer, would in Courfe work upon the Lord\> Day 
following. 

The Generality of the firft Settlers foon became more moderate and 
focial, while others became more obftinately and intraclicably Entbu- 
fiafliek ; thefe laft removed, and gave Birth to the Voluntier Settle- 
ments of Providence, Rhode- IJJand, Cenr.ctlicut and AVtt- Haven, in the 
Dominions of Nrw-Er.gtesnd. 

Nehmkiu 
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Nehumkin Purchafe of the Indians October 13. 1649, 
both Sides of Quenebec River, in this lies Richmond Fort. 

Plymouth Grant Jtftf. 1629, to William Bradford and 
Afibciates, lies both Sides of Quenebcc River ; in this is 
Cufhncck Falls ; is in all about 280 Acres. 

Taconick Purchafe of the Indians 1653, ^ cre arc ^ r<3 - 
wiofc Falls about 40 Miles from Noridgwog •, thefe three are 
upon 9uenebec River, one half in Sagadahoc, one half in 
Province of Main. 

Pegapfcot Purchafe each Side of Pegapfcot River ex- 
pending to the Weft Side of Quenebec River ; Mr. Whar- 
ton purchafed it of the Indian Sagamores 1683, being a- 
bout 500,000 Acres ; at prefent belongs to nine Proprie- 
tors, Thomas Hutchinfon, &c. it interferes with Nahumkin 
Purchafe and Plymouth Grant. 

Province of Main granted 15 Car. I. to Sir Ferdinands 
Gorge, extending from Pifcataqua and Newichewenock Ri- 
vers to Quevebec River, and 120 Miles inland ; includes 
the Pcgapfcst Purchafe, was purchafed by the Colony of 
Majfachufetts- Bay, and is annexed by the new Charter. 

Province of New Hampfhire ; from Pifcataqua River, 
to within three Miles of Merimack R,iver, granted to Mr. 
Mafon 1624, fold by Mr. Mafon's Heirs to Mr. Allen of 
London % at prefent that Grant and Conveyance feem to 
be obfolete ;" the Property of the fettled Lands is in the 
Settlers, the Property of the wade Land is in the Crown, 
and the jurifdiction of the whole in the Crown j it ex- 
tends 60 Miles inland, and lately there is annexed an inde- 
finite Quantity of Territory, belonging to the Crown, 
formerly claim'd by Majfachufetts- Bay. 

Colony of Plymouth, the Mother Colony of New-Eng- 
land \ extending from Old Majfachufetts to the Seas, viz. 
to AfaJJachufetts-Bay, the Ocean, and within three Miles 
of Naraganfst Bay ; it is now annexed to Majfachufetts ; 
they began a Voluntier Settlement 1 629. 

Mr. JVeflon one of the Plymouth Adventurers, obtained 
a fepirfHC Grant of fome Land ; and in May 1622 fent 
oyer about 60 Men to pake a Settlement at Weymouth a- 

bou£ 



Of Massachusetts-Bay." 573 

bout 15 Miles South from Boften, they managed ill, be- 
came idle and dilibJutc, and foon broke up, and their Me- 
mory is loft. 

Mr. Gorge, Son to Sir Ferdinando Gorge, Anno 1623 
brought over fome Settlers -, he had fome Commiffion 
from the Council of Plymouth, as Governor General -, 
foon difcouraged, he returned Home. 

About the fame Time Mr. David T'bompfon attempted 
a Settlement at Pifcataqua, the Memory of it is loft. 

Some Adventurers propos'd to make a Settlement 
North Side of Maffachufetts-Bay, Anno 1624 they began 
a fmall Settlement at Cape Anne, the Northern Promonto- 
ry of this Bay, and are now become the moft confiderable 
Britifh America Settlement, and by Way of Eminence is 
commonly called New JLngland ; they have had a firft 
and fecond Charter, as fhall be more fully related. 

Anno 1626 Capt. Wolafion and fome others, with Ser- 
vants, Provifions, and other Stores, began a Settlement at 
Braintree, but not anfwering Expectation, after two Years 
they intirely broke up : Some went to Virginia, fome to 
New Plymouth. 

Anno 1630 Earl of Warwick had a Grant of a Tract 
of Land along Shore from Naraganfet River, 40 Leagues 
Weft Southerly, and back Inland to the South Seas. Earl 
of Warwick altigned his Grant to Vifcount Sea and Seal, 
and to Lord Brook, and nine more Affociates ; finding 
many Difficulties in fettling they afiigned their Right to 
the Connecticut and New-Haven Settlers*, the fe Settlers 
were Emigrants. from Maffachufetts-Bay •, originally they 
had no Title, but did fit down at Pleafure, and do at pre- 
fent enjQy a Royal Charter by the Name of the Colony of 
Connecticut. Part of thjs Grant, vi%. from Naraganfet 
Bay to Connecticut River, when the Council of Plymouth 
furrender'd their Patent, was given Anno 1 636 by the King 
to Duke Hamilton, he never was in PofTeffion, and the 
Claim is become obfolete. 

Anno 1642 Mr. Mayhew obtain'd a Grant of the Iflands 
of Nant ' artk(\s Vineyard, &c. and began to mak T e 

Sfrtl " : ' There 



'274 ^Summary, Hijforical and Political, &c.' 

There were feveral other Grants and Purchafes for 
fmall Confiderations, and now become obfolete ; for In- 
stance, the Million Purchafe from Dunftable fix Miles each 
Side of Merimack River to Winapifinkit Pond or Lake, 
granted by Governor Andros and Council in the Reign 
of James II ; a Claim of this Grant was by fome of the 
Grantees revived about 25 Years ago j but as illegal and 
odious it was dropt. 

Originally according to Capt. Smith's Map, approved 
of by the Court of England ; New- England extended from 
20 Miles Eaft of Hudfon\ River, Northward to the River 
St. Croix ; or perhaps to the Gulph of St. Laurence, in- 
cluding Nova Scotia, a fubfequent peculiar Grant ; when 
James II. fent over Sir Edmund Andros Governor, hit 
Commiftion or Patent was for the late Colonies of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, Plymouth, Conneclicut, and Rhode- JJland, 
called the Dominions of New-England ; diftincVfrom 
New-York and Sagadahoc, of which he was alfo appointed 
Governor. N. B. New -Hamp/hire and Province of Main % 
at that Time were of no Confideration, being under the 
Protection, and as it were tacitly annexed to the good 
flouriming Colony of Majfachufetts Bay. 

The Dominions or rather Denominations in New Eng- 
land at prefent confifts of four Colonies, or feverally in- 
dependent Legiflatures, viz. Majfachufetts- Bay Province, 
Province of New-Hampfhire, Colony of Rhode JJland, and 
Colony of Conneclicut : For Sake of Perfpicuity, to each 
of thefe is afiigned a diftinct Section. 

The new Charter of Majfachufetts- Bay Anno 1691, is 
a -j- Union or Confolidation of feveral feparate Grants into 

one 



-f- Anno 1643 there was a Union of 4 Colonies or bettlements iit 
Ne-zu- England for their mutual Protection againft the Enemy, French 
and Indians, to be managed by a Deputation of Two from each, in 
Church FellowQiip ; they were quoted, Majfachujctts-Bay ioo, Ply- 
fflOHtb 45, Conneclicut 45, New- Haven 45, Rhode- JJland at this Time 

and 
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one Legiflature and JurifdicYion ; for the more effectual 
Protection of the whole, againft the Incurfions of our 
neighbouring French and Indians. Their new Charter 
comprehends the following Territories •, Sagadahoc or 
Duke of Tork's Property •, Province of Maine ; Old Co- 
lony of Maffachufetts-Bay, old Colony of Plymouth ; and 
the Iflands of Nantucket, Elizabeth, Marthas Vineyard* 
&c. Before we reduce thefe into feparate Articles, to 
make the whole more apparent, we fhall infert an Ab- 
ftract of this incorporating fecond or new Charter (al- 
though a late Event or Tranfaction) as it affords a gene- 
ral Idea of the Conftitution of all our Britijh Colonies. 

This new Charter of Anno 1691, bears Date 3 W. and 
M. Ocl:. 7, counterfigned Pigot. After Recital of the 
former Grant or Charter, it proceeds thus, " Whereas the 
/aid Governor and Company of MaiTachufetts-Bay in New 
England, by Virtue of [aid Letters patent, are become very 
populous and well fettled ; and whereas faid Charter was 
vacated by a Judgment in Chancery in Trinity Term, Anno 
1684 ; the Agents of that Colony have petitioned us, to be 
reincorporated by a new Charter ; and alfo to the End that 
our Colony of New-Plymouth in New-England, may be 
brought under fuch a Form of Government, as may put them 
in a better Condition of Defence : We do by thefe Prefents, 
incorporate into one real Province, by the Name of the Pro- 
vince of Maflachufetts-Bay in New- England •, viz. the 
former Colony of Maffachufetts Bay, the Colony of New- 
Plymouth, (I the Province of Main, the Territory of Aca- 

and Mafons Grant of Nevj Hampjhire, and Sir Ferdinando Gorged Grant 
of the Province of Main were of no Confideration. This was a Sort 
Of Ampbidonic Council, ft parva tnagnis. The ancient AmphiBonic 
Council met at the'i 'hcrmoyLe ; they were a General Aflembly or Con- 
grefs of Deputies from feveral of the moft noted Communities, Re- 
publicks or Sovereignties of Greece, who met Spring and Autumn upon 
general Affairs, efpecially for mutual Protection. 

K In the Delineation of the Province of Main, in the Impreflions of 
the new Charter, are left out (for what Reafon 1 know not) the fol- 
lowing Words " And up Sagadahoc River, to Quenebcc River, and thro' 
the fame unto the Head thereof , and into the Land North-wefivard, until 
1 20 Miles be ended t being accounted from the Mouth of Sagadahoc. 

dia 
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dia or Nova Scotia, and the * Tracl laying between Nova 
Scotia and Province of Main, the North Half of the IJles 
of Shoals , the IJles o/fCapawock, and Nantucket near Cape 
Cod, and all JJlands within ten Leagues direclly oppofite to 
the main Land within faid Bounds. To our Subjecls In- 
habitants of faid Lands and their Succeffors. Quit -Rent, a 
fifth Part of all Gold, and Silver, and Precious Stones that 
may be found there. Confirms all Lands, Hereditaments,^. 
formerly granted by any General Court to Perfons, Bodies cor- 
poratz, Towns, Villages, Colleges or Schools-,^ faving the Claims 
of Samuel Allen under John Mafon, and any other Claim. 
Former Grants and Conveyances not to be f prejudiced for 
Want of Form. The Governor, Lt.-Governor, and Secretary 
to be in the King's Nomination ; 1 8 Councilors whereof y 
at leaft make a Board. A General Court or Affembly, to be 
convened lajl Wednefday in May yearly \ conjijling of the ■ 
Governor, Council, and Representatives of the Towns or 
Places, not exceeding * two for one Place -, Qualification 

* Neva Scotia and this Traft called Sagadahoc were annexed to this 
neighbouring Charter to keep the Engli/h Claim, they being at that 
Time in PoiTeilion of the Trench : Since that Time by the Treaty of 
Utrecht 1713, they have been quitclainVd by the French to the Crown 
of Great-Britain ; and Nova-Scotia has been conftituted a feparate 
Property and Jurifdiflion or Government, Sagadahoc hitherto conli- 
rues annexed to Majfachufetts-Bay Province ; but as it is not the ab- 
folute Property of the Province, perhaps from a large Extent of a 
Frontier defencelefs in it felf, it is more of an Incumbrance, thin of 
any Advantage. 

•f- Marthas Vineyard, and Elizabeth Iflands. 

|) This relates to the Nevj-Hampjhire Claim from Merimack River, 
to Nccamkeag or Salem ; but the late Determination of the Boundaries 
between Majfachufetis-Bay and Ncw-Hampjhire by the King in Coun- 
cil, has removed that Claim. 

f Governor Andros in the arbitrary Reign of James II, made a 
Handle of Want of Form to difturb Poffeffions, by compelling the 
Pollefibrs to take new Patents for their own Lands with extravagant 
Fees ; and to pay Quit-Rents to the Crown. 

* By uninterrupted Cuftom (Prefcription) the Town of Eojlon fends 
four Reprefentatives ; the Qualification of 40/. Freehold for an Elec- 
tor, is become nominal Value, inftead of the defigned Sterling Value, 
that is 4/. inftead of 40/. ; the Qualification 50 £. St, Perfonal Eftate 
is fet at 40 JT, St. 

for 
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for an Eleftor 40 / Freehold, or 50 £. St. perfonal Eftate. 
'The H General Affembly to elecl 2 8 t Councilors ; whereof 
18 from the Old Colony of -Mafiachufetts-Bay, 4 from PJy- 
mouth late Colony, 3 from the Province of Maine, 1 for 
the territory of Sagadahoc, and 2 at large. The Governor 
with Confent of the Council to appoint the Officers in the 
Courts of Juftice. All born in the Province, or in the Paf- 
fage to and from it, to be deem' d natural born Subjetls of Eng- 
land. Liberty of Confcience to all Chriftians except Papifts, 
TheGeneral Affembly to conjlitutejudicatories for allCaufes cri- 
minal or civil, capital or not capital. Probate of Wills and 
granting of Adminiflrations, to be in theGovernor and Council. 
In perfonal Aftions exceeding the Value of 300 £. St. may 
appeal to the King in Council, if the Appeal be made in four- 
teen Days after Judgment, but Execution not to be ftaid. 
The General Affembly to make Laws, if not repugnant to the 

|| Perhaps the natural Meaning of this, was, the Reprefentatives of 
the People ; but at prefent the Council oi* the former Year jointly with 
the Reprefentatives chufe a new Council. 

f Perhaps, The Council of the prefent Ccnftitution of the Majjfa- 
thufctts-Bay, labours under two Difadvantages or Imperfections, r. 
To be arbitrarily led, or rather drove by the Governor, to prevent fu- 
ture Negatives. 2. As their Election is annual they may be biafled 
by the Humour of tht Majority of the Reprefentatives (this I have 
particularly obferved in theCafesof multipliedEmiflions otPapa Currency) 
left they Ihould be dropt next annualEleftion : A notorious Inftance of 
this^happen'd^wwo 1741, when theReprefentatives dropt about one half 
of the former Years Council, becaufe averfe to a certain pernicious 
Cheat, or Paper-Money Scheme called the Land-Bank ; the Words 
of the Aft of Parliament " Mifchievous Undertakings and unlawful" 
this Scheme was difannul'd by an exprefs Ad of the Britilh Parlia- 
ment 1 74 1 ; and Governor Belcher could not avoid negativing 13 of 
the new elected Councilors. 

Mr. Belcher, at prefent Governor of New-Jerjics, is generous, void 
of Covetoufnefs, ftudious of the real Good of the Countries under his 
Direction, and a ftria Obferver of Royal Inftruftions: If he had con- 
tinued two or three Years longer in the Adminiftration of the Province 
of the Mafachufetts-Bay, their Paper Currency would happily have 
been obliterated or cancelled, and muft naturally and gradually have 
fallen into a Silver Currency, the general Currency of the commercial 
World ; Mr. Belcher was rot a Paper Money Governor, he was well 
acquainted in the commercial World. 

Z z Laws 
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Laws of England to * appoint all civil Officers, excepting 
the Officers of the Courts of Juftice, to impofe Taxes to be || 
difpofed by the Governor and Council. The Converfion of 
the Indians to be endeavoured. The Governor to have a 
Negative in all Atls and Eleclions. . All Ads of Ajfembly, 
to befent Home by the firft Opportunity to the King in Coun- 
cil for approbation ; if not difallowed in three Tears after 
their being prefented, fkall continue in Force until repealed 
by the AJfembly.f The General Affembly may grant any Lands 
in late MafTachufetts-Bay and Plymouth Colonies, and in 
the Province of Maine ; but no Grant of Lands from Sa- 
gadahoc River, to §x.. Laurence River fhall be valid, with- 
out the Royal Approbation. The Governor to command the 
Militia, to ufe the Law Martial in Time of aclual War, to 
erecl Forts and demolifh the fame at Pleafure. No Perfott 
to be tranfported out of the Province, without their own Con- 
fent, or Confent of the General Affembly. • The Law Martial 
not to be executed without Confent of the Council. When 
there is no Governor, the Lt. -Governor is to atl, when both 
are wanting the Majority of the Council to have the Power. 
The Admiralty Jurifdiclion is referved to the King, or Lords 
cf the Admiralty. No Subjecl of England to be debar* d 
from fijhing on the Sea-Coajl, Creeks, or Salt Water Ri- 
vers, and may erecl Lodges and Stages in any Lands not 



* In the Election of all fuch civil Officers the Council and Repre- 
sentatives vote together, but not as two feparate Negatives ; thefe Of- 
ficers are, the Treafurer, the Impoft Officers, the Excife- Officers ; the 
General Commifi'ary of Provifions, Stores, and Traffick for Garrifons 
and Indian Truck- Houles j Attorney General, and Notaries for the 
ieveral Sea- Ports. 

|| Anno 5732 The Council and Reprefentatives of the Province of 
MoJJ'achuJetts- Bay, applied to the King in Council, concerning the Right 
which the Houfe of Reprefentatives had, to pafs upon Accounts, bro't 
againft the Publick before they were paid : It was determined by the 
King in Council, that the Houfe of Reprefentatives had no fuch Right. 

-f- By the former Charter the Provincial Lands were granted to 26 
Proprietors, and fuch as (hall be admitted Freemen ; but by this new 
Charter, thefe Lands are granted to the Inhabitants in general, to be 
difpofed of by their Reprefentatives or General Affembly, 

in 
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in Poffeffion of particular Proprietors. All * Trees fit for 
Mafts of 24. Inches Diameter and upwards 12 Inches from 
the Ground, growing upon Land not heretofore granted to 
any private Perfons, are referved to the Crown -> Penalty 
for cutting any fuch referved Trees 1 00 £. St. per Tree. 

About 20 Years fince, the Affembly of Maffachufetts- 
Bay, received and accepted an additional or explanatory 
Charter from the Court of Great-Britain •, the Hiftory 
of the Affair is as follows. In the Adminiftration of Go- 
vernor Shute, a good-natur'd Gentleman, and though no 
great Politician, was tenacious of the Prerogative ; a 
few hot-headed turbulent Men who had got the Afcen- 
dent over their Fellow-Reprefentatives, and in fome Mea- 
fure over the Council, endeavoured the fame over the Go- 
vernor, by afTuming fome Articles of the Prerogative : 
In the End of Anno 1722 Mr. Shute in Perfon carried 
Home feven Articles of Complaint againft the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives encroaching upon the Prerogative. 

1. Their taking Poffeffion of Royal Mafts cut into 
Logs. 

2. Refufing the Governor's Negative of the Speaker. 

3. Affuming Authority jointly with the Governor and 
Council to appoint Falls and Thankfgivings. 



* By an Aft of the Britijb Parliament Anno 1722, this Claufe is 
extended ; viz. That after Sept. 21. 1722 in Neiv- England, Neiv- 
Tork, and Neiv-Jerjey in America, no Perfon fhall cut or deftroy any 
white Pine Trees, not growing in any Townftu? or its Bounds, with- 
out his Majefty's Licenfe ; on Pain to forfeit for every white Pine 
Tree, of the Growth of 1 2 Inches Diameter and under, at 3 Foot 
from the Earth, 5 £. St. ; for every fuch Tree from 1 2 to 18 Inches, 
10^. ; from 18 to 24 Inches, 20^. ; from 24 and upwards, 50 £. 
to be fued before the Judge of Admiralty : And all white Pine Trees, 
Mafts or Logs made of fuch Trees, which fhall be found cut or failed 
without the King's Licenfe, fhall be forfeited and feized for the Ufe 
of the Crown. By an Aft of Parliament 1729, the Penalty in this 
Claufe of the Charter is confirmed ; and the Aft of 1722 is extended 
to all the Britijb Provinces in America ; and confines the Exception to 
the Property of private Perfons only, notwithftanding they grow with- 
in the Limits of any Townfhip. 

4- Ad- 
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4. Adjourning themfelves for more than two Days at 
a Time. 

5. Difmantling of Forts, and ordering the Guns and 
Stores into the Treafurer's Cuftody. 

6. Sufpending of Military Officers, and mutilating them 
of their Pay. 

7. Sending a Committee of their own to mufter the 
King's Forces. 

Upon a Hearing before the King and Council Mr. 
Cook Agent for the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and his 
Council or Lawyers in the Name of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, gave up or renounced the 1,3, 5, 6, and 7 
Articles, acknowledging their Fault, induced by Prece- 
dents of former Affemblies, but wrong and erroneous ; 
and that it was a former Afiembly, not the prefent, that 
had been guilty •, the other two Articles were regu- 
lated by an explanatory Charter, and they directed to ac- 
cept the fame. 

This explanatory Charter is dated 1 2 Regni Geo. I. Au- 
guft 20, and counterfigned Cocks. " Whereas in their 
Charter, nothing is directed concerning a Speaker of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, and of their adjourning themfelves : 
It is hereby ordered, That the Governor or Commander in 
chief, fhall have a Negative in the ElecJion of the Speaker, 
and the Houfe of Reprefentatives may adjourn themfelves not 
exceeding two Days at a Time. By the prudent Conduct 
of Governor Dummer, the Afiembly were induced to ac- 
cept of this explanatory Charter, by a publick Aft of the 
General Court, Anno 1726. 

We may obferve in general, that the GEconomy or 
Mode of JurifdicTion is much the fame in all the four Co- 
lonies of New- England, by Jufticesof the Peace and their 
Quarterly Seffions, by Inferior County Coiarts of Common 
Law -, and by Provincial ambulatory Superior Courts for 
Appeals, where Cafes are ifiued, it is alfo a Court of Juf- 
Siciary or Oyer and Terminer. 

They are divided into conftituted Piftricts called Town- 

fhips 5 
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fhips ; they are a Kind of Bodies corporate, may fue and 
be fued, elect all proper Officers, fend Deputies to the 
Legiflature Houfe of Reprefentatives, and make By-laws. 
The Management of Townfhip Affairs is in a few (call- 
ed Seleft-Men) annually elected by the qualified Voters 
of the Townfhips or Diftrict. In molt of the other Bri- 
tijh Colonies, their conftituted Parifhes, by Cuftom, act 
as Bodies corporate, the Management is in || Veftry-Men 
fo called, who generally are for Life, and the Survivors 
fupply Vacancies. 

In the four Colonies of New England Juries are return- 
ed to the feveral Courts by Election in certain Quotas from 
the feveral Townfhips, but not by the Appointment of 
the Sheriffs. 

In the rigid, and furioufly zealous Church and State 
Adminiftration of Laud, Archbifhop of Canterbury (he 
carried both Church and State beyond their Bearings, and 
confcquently in the Nature of Things they did overfet) 
many Puritans and other Nonconformijls flock'd pver to 
New- England ; this occafioned a State Proclamation 
April 30. 1637, forbidding any Subjects to tranfport them- 
felves to America, without Licenfe from his Majefty's 
Commiflioners. Anno 1 640, the People in New-England 
did not exceed 4000, and in the 20 following Years many 
went -f Home from New-England, their Way of Worfhip 
was then in great Vogue in Old England. 

N. B. Many of the firft Englijh Settlements in Ame~ 
rica, were by Companies of Adventurers, with a joint 



|| Perhaps (o named, becaufe they commonly meet in the Veftry 
Room of the Church, where the Prieft is fuppofed to keep his facer- 
dotal Veftments, and may be called the Drefling Room. 

-f- It is faid that amongft others, Oliver Cromwell was flopt from 
coming over : This feems to be an idle Surmife ; Cromwell was an ac- 
tive politick Man, it cannot be imagined that a Man of that Genius, 
and in the Prime of Life would chufe a Wildernefs or Defert for his 
Scene of Adlion ; befides a Perfon of his Caft, and who probably might 
prove turbulent at Home, in good Court Policy ought to be allowed 
to withdraw. 

Stock i 
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Stock : Annually in London, each Company chofe a Pre- 
sident and Treasurer for Managers. 

We proceed to the feveral Articles concerning the Co- 
lonies or Territories, united into one Province by the new 
Charter of Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Each Article goes no further than the Time of this 
Charter Union : From that Time the Hiftory of their 
joint Affairs, is carried along in the Article of Old Maf 
fachufetts Bay Colony, 

Article 2. 

Concerning Sagadahoc, formerly called t he Duke of York's 

Property. 

17~ING Charles II, March 12. 1663,4 granted to his 
"* Brother the Duke of York, a certain Territory or 
Tratt of Land, thus defcribed, " All that Part of the 
wain Land of New-England, beginning at a certain Place, 
called or known by the Name of St. Croix adjoining to New- 
Scotland in America ; and from thence extending along the 
Sea Co aft, unto a certain Place called Pemaquin or Pema- 
quid, and fo up by the River thereof, to the furtheft Head 
cf the fame, as it tendeth Northwards, and extending from 
thence to the River of Quenebec, and fo up by the Jhorteft 
Courfe to the River of Canada Northwards." This was 
called the Duke of York's Property, and annexed to the 
Government of New- York. The Duke of York upon the 
Death of his Brother K. Charles II, became K. James II ; 
and upon K. James's Abdication thefe Lands reverted to 
the Crown. 

At prefent the Territory of Sagadahoc, is fuppofed to 
extend from the River St. Croix Eaftward, to the River 
of ghienebec Weftward, and from each of thefe two Ri- 
vers due North to the River of St. Laurence, thus St. Lau- 
rence or Canada River is its Northern Boundary, and the 
Atlantick Ocean is its Southern Boundary. When Nova 

Scotia 
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Scotia was in PofTefiion of the French, Sagadahoc Terri- 
tory was included in the Commiflion of the French Go- 
vernor of V Accadie or Nova Scotia ; thus it was in the 
Time of granting a new royal Charter to Majfacbufetts- 
Bay, therefore to keep up the Englijh Claim to this Ter- 
ritory, as well as to Nova Scotia, the JurifdicYon of both 
were included in that Charter. 

Upon the Peace of Utrecht 17 13, Nova Scotia and Sa- 
gadahoc were quit-claim'd by France to Great-Britain ; 
and the Court of Great-Britain reafiumed the JurifdicYion 
of Nova Scotia, and after a few Years more, the Crown 
purchafed the Property of the Soil or Seigneurie of all the 
French Claimers •, it is now a feparate King's Government, 
with the Property in the Crown : But this Territory of 
Sagadahoc remains in the JurifdicYion of Majfachufetts-Bay y 
and fends one Member to the Council, but hitherto not 
any to the Houfe of Reprefentatives of Majfachufetts-Bay : 
The General AfTembly cannot difpofe of Lands there, 
without the Conlent of the King in Council. The Pro- 
perty of peculiar Grants there, remain good to the feveral 
Claimers, until the Crown do purchafe the fame as was the 
Cafe in Nova Scotia. 

Col. Dunbar projected Sagadahoc Territory to be fet off 
as a feparate Government for himfelf •, this was introduc- 
ed, by obtaining a royal Inftrument or InftrucYion, to fee 
off 300,000 Acres of good Maftand Ship-Timber Land, 
for the Ufe of the Crown or Navy -, it was forwarded by 
a royal InftrucYion to Col. Phillips Governor of Nova 
Scotia April 27, 1730. to take Pofleffion of the Lands be- 
tween St. Croix River and Quenebec River \ accordingly a 
Detachment of 30 Men with an Officer, was made from 
the four Companies of his Regiment in Garrifon at Canfo 
in NovaScotia,was fent to take PofTeflion of that Country, 
to keep Garrifon at Frederick's Fort on Pemaquid River, 
here the Detachment kept for fome Time : Upon Appli- 
cation Home of the Mufcongus Company, Proprietors in 
Part of Sagadahoc, by their indefatigable Agent Mr. 
Waldo, this Inftruclion was revoked Augufi io, 1732, and 

Col. 
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Col. Phillips's Detachment was called off. At prefent; 
the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay to obviate Cavils or 
Complaints ; of their relinquifhing the Occupancy of this 
Territory ; keep a Truck- Houfe and Garrifon at Georges? 
and a Garrifon at Fort Frederick, and is likely to continue 
under the Jurifdiction of Majfachufetts-Bay, and is atpre- 
prefent annexed to the County of Tork, or Province of 
Maine. 

In the Beginning of this French War Anno 1744, the 
fencible Men in this large Territory of Sagadahock were 
only at Georges and Broad-bay 270 

Pemaquid 50 

Shepfcut 50 

370 
but at this Writing 1 748, very few of thefe remain, being 
much expofed to the Canada French Coureurs de Bois, and 
their Indians. 

In the Beginning of the laft Century England and France 
indifferently traded to Sagadahoc ; under the Direction and 
Countenance of Chief Juftice Popham, the Englijh made 
the* firft New-England Settlement 1608 at Sagadahoc, 
but of fhort Continuance. 

Anno 1 613 Capt. Argol from Virginia broke up fome 
French Settlements at Sagadahoc. 

The Claims to Lands in the Territory of Sagadahoc, 
are of various and perplexed Natures, viz. Some by old In- 
dian Grants in drunken Frolicks for none or not valuable 
Confederations ; fome by Grants from the Council of 
Plymouth ; fome by Patents from the Governors of New- 
York, when under that Jurifdiction, particularly from 
Governor Dungan a Roman Catholick in the Reign of 
James II. 

Some Part of this Territory was granted by the Coun- 
cil of Plymouth 1629 to Mr. Beauchomp of London 



* Where a Repetition is {hort, it ought to be allowed, becaufe it 
favLS the Reader the Trouble of turning back by a Reference. 

Merchant, 
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Merchant, and to Mr. Leveret t of Bojlon in Lincolnjhirs y 
and their Aflbciates, called this Lincoln Company or So- 
ciety, viz. from Mufcongus, now called Broad-Bay, a littie 
Eaftward of Pemaquid to Penobfcot Bay 10 Leagues along 
Shore, and from this Termination and that of Mufcongui 
10 Leagues inland, fo as to make a Parcel of Land of 
30 Miles fquare. This Plymouth Grant feems to have 
been confirmed by a Royal Grant of Charles II. figned 
Howard Privy Seal \ that was about the Time when the 
Conneilicut and Rhode-IJland Charters were granted. 

Leverett's Title laying dormant, Sir William Phipps 
purchafed of Madakawando, chief Sachem (as it is faidj 
of the Penobfcot Indians, the Lands each Side of Georges 
River, fo high as the fecond Falls ; Spencer Phipps a- 
dopted Heir of Sir William Phipps, made over his Right 
to the Heirs and Aflbciates of Leverett ; Anno 17 19, 't 
was convey'd to feVeral Aflbciates, foas to make 30 equal 
Shares in the whole ; the new Aflbciates obliged therri- 
felves to fettle two Townfriips upon Georges River, of 40 
Families each ; but an Indian War breaking out,the Con- 
ditions were never performed : The Indians hitherto have 
not formally quitclaim'd it. Mr. Waldo, a Gentleman 
well qualified for ahAgent, a Partner, who effectually ne- 
gotiated the Affair at Home, againft the Contrivances 
of Col. Dunbar to anrtetf it to the Crown ; has acquir'd.a 
very confiderable Part in this Grant. 

. Georges Truck-Houfe and Fort lies near the Center of 
thisGrant,is about 12 Miles up this River •, at the Mouth 
of the River is a Bar of a very lmall Draught of Wa- 
ter •, 5 Miles higher are the firft Falls of Georges River ; 
Broad- Bay or Mufcongus is only a large Creek or Bay with 
a fmall Rivulet running into it. 

In the Territory of Sagadahoc not much good Ship- 
Timber, forrie white Pine for Mafts \ may be of good 
Service to Bojlon in fupplying it with Firewood. The 
Soil is not bad. 

The Grants of the Shepfcut Lands, and of the Pema- 

y*/VLands,feem not included in thcD. of Torh\ Property. 

A a a Moft 
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Mod of the Grants and Conveyances in this Territory, 
are not to be found upon Record, which occafions great 
Confufion in Claims. 

Article 3. 

Concerning the Province of Main. 

THIS being the firft of the Territories at prefent call- 
ed New-England that falls in our Courfe •, for the 
Readers more ready Conception of the New England Af- 
fairs, we fhall ab initio , recapitulate fome Matters already 
delivered. 

Kingy^w^IjbyLettersPatentbearingDateiV^'y.^. 1620, 
granted all that Land and Territory in America, laying be- 
tween the N. Lat. of 40 d. to 48 d,unto the Duke of Le- 
nox, Marquis of Buckingham, Marquis of Hamilton, and 
others their Affociates Noblemen and Gentlemen, in all forty 
Perfons, and to their Succejfors ; and incorporated them by 
the Name of the Council eftablifhed at Plymouth in the 
County of Devon, for fettling, planting, ruling and govern- 
ing all that Country by the Name of New-England •, to 
have and to hold, poffefs and enjoy, all the Continent Lands 
and IJlands, between the faid Latitudes to them and their 
Suecejfors for ever ; with Power to alienate, ajjign, convey 
and Jet over, under their common Seal any Part or Portion 
thereof to any of his Majefiys Denizens or other Adven- 
turers. 

In the End of James Id's Reign Sir Ferdinando Gorge, 
Prefident of the Council of Plymouth, and Capt. Mafon 
had fundry Grants from Neumkeag River, which divides 
the prefent Towns of Salem and Beverly, to Sagadahoc or 
ghtenebec River, which were afterwards altered into the 
Grants of the Province of Main, and of New-Hampfbire 
as ac prefent. 

The Council of Plymouth Nov. 7. 1629, granted to 
Gorge and Mafon, all that Tract of Land from the Heads 
of Merrimack River and Sagadahoc or Quenebec River, to 

the 
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the" Lake Iroquois, now called Calaraqui or Ontario, and 
the River which empties it felf from faid Lake into Ca- 
nada River to be called Laconia, but as they never oc- 
cupied it, this Grant is become obsolete, and may be faid 
to have reverted to the Crown ; and at prefent fince the 
late Settlement made of the Line between Maffacbufetts- 
Bay and New-Hampfhire, may be faid to be in the Jurif- 
diclion of New Hampfhire. 

Sir Ferdinando Gorge, Prefident of the Council of Ply- 
mouth, or Council of New England, obtain'd a Grant from 
this Council April 22. 1635, of a TracT: of Land called 
the Province of Main, extending from Pifcataqua River 
to Sagadahoc and guenebec River. This Grant was con- 
firmed by the Crown April 3. 1639. The Agent or A- 
gents of Maffachufetts-Bay, purchafed 15 Car. I. July 20. 
1677, this Grant of the Heirs or Affignees of Gorge. 

The Grant of the Province of Mam begins at the En- 
trance of Pifcataqua Harbour, up the fame to Newichewa- 
nock River, and through the fame to the furthejl Head there- 
of, and thence North tVeslward, till 120 Miles be fimfhed, 
and from Pifcataqua Harbour* s Mouth afore/aid, North- 
Eastward along the Sea-Coafl to Sagadahoc, and up the 
River thereof to Quenebec River, and through the fame to 
the Head thereof, and thence into the Land North Weflward 
till 120 Miles be finijhed ; and from the Period of 120 
Miles afore faid, tocrofs over Land, to the 120 Miles before 
reckoned, up into the Land from Pifcataqua Harbour through 
Newichewanock River : As alfo the North half of the Ifles 
of Shoals. 

The Lines of the Territories belonging to the Province 
of Maffacbufetts- Bay, and of the Province of New-Hamp- 
Jhire, being in Difpute for many Years : New HampfJjire 
petitioned the King in Council, that their Boundaries with 
Maffachufetts-Bay might be determined ; accordingly 
with Confent of the Agents for Maffacbufetts Bay, Ap-l 
9. 1737 || a Commiflion under the great Seal of Great- 



J| The Charge of parting the Commiflion was 135 £.4./. t d. St 

Britain 
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Britain was iflucd, appointing five of the eldeft Counfc'I- 
lors from each of the neighbouring Provinces of New- 
Tork, Newjerftes, Nova Scotia and Rhode- IJland (five to 
be a Coram) as Commiffioners, referving Property and 
an Appeal to the King in Council : The Appeal was 
heard before a Committee of Privy Council, March 5th 
1739 ; the Commiffioners, and afterwards the King in 
Council, fettled this Line N. 2 d. W. true Courfe. Ac- 
cordingly NewHampJhire ex parte ( Majfacbufetts- Bay re- 
Fufing to join in the Survey) by Mr. Bryant a Surveyor 
of Lands, fettled the Line with the Province of Main, 
viz. From the Mouth of Pifcataqua River to the Head 
of Newichcwanock a little North of Lovel's Pond, upon 
a great Pond from whence proceeds Moujfum River, a- 
bput North- Wefterly 40 Miles, thence N. 8 d. E. by 
Needle ('the Commiffioners, and as afterwards confirmed 
by the King in Council, fettled this Line N. 2 d. W. true 
Courfe) which is by allowing 10 d. Variation; 30 Miles; 
this Survey was in March, the Snow and Ice melting ren- 
dred the further Survey Progrefs impracticable ; thus 40 
Miles of this Line remains to be run. 

Both Governments of MaJfacbufetts-Bay and of New- 
HampJhire were in one and the fame Perfon at that Time; 
aad it was fufpecled that the Governor favoured Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay ; therefore the General Aflembly of New- 
HampJhire brought on a Complaint againft the Governor, 
previous to the Appeals coming on. The Commifiioners 
began to fit Augujt 1 ; the General Aflembly of New- 
HampJhire was adjourned by the Governor to the 4th of 
j^ugufi, which retarded them 3 or 4 Days in appointing 
Managers £nd giving in their Pleas : The Commiffion- 
ers pronounced Judgment Sept. 2, the Governor proro- 
gued the AfTembly from Sept. 2. to 051. 13, that they 
might not have an Appeal ready to give into the Com- 
miffioners in fix Weeks from Judgment given, the Time 
limited by the Commifiion. 'The Complaint was heard 
before a Committee of the Council, they found the Com- 
plaint juft, and their Report was approved of by trje 

King 
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in Council. To prevent the like Inconveniencies a fe- 
parate Governor was appointed for New Hampfhire ; and 
the Governments of Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hamp- 
Jhire have been in two diftincl: Perfons ever fince. 

TheMethod ufed before the newCharter by theColony 
of Majfachufetts-Bay Purchafe of the Heirs or Affigns of 
Gorge, to convey or difpofe of Lands there, was in this 
Manner, for Inftance, July 26, 1684. The Prefident of 
the Province of Main, by Order of the General Affembly 
of the Colony of Majfachufetts-Bay , makes a Grant of the 
Townfhip of North Yarmouth to fundry Perfons. In a 
drift Senfe the Colony of Maffachufetts-Bay could not ex- 
ercife anyjurifdiclion there,becaufe theHeirs &c. of Gorge 
could not delegate Jurifdiclion ; notwithstanding, we find 
Orders of Jurifdiction figned in Boffon ; for Inftance, in 
the War againft the Indians, an Order to Sheriffs, Con : 
ftables,&c. to imprefs Boats and Land Carriages, is figned 
Bojlon, Sept. 16. 1689, Thomas Davforth Prefident of the 
Province of Main. 

The North and South Lines running inland are 120 
Miles, the Front or Sea Line, and the Rear Line may 
be about 80 Miles ; that is the Contents of the Province 
cf Main may be about 9600 fquare Miles ; whereof at 
prefent granted in Townfhips or Diftricls, are only the 
firft or Sea-Line confiding of the Townfhips of Kittery, 
YorkfVells, Arundel,Biddiford,Scarborough, Falmouth, North 
Yarmouth, GeorgeTown orArrowJick,Brunfwick,a.r\d the Set- 
tlement of Top/am -, and a fecond or inland Line confiding 
of Berwick, Philips Town, Naraganfet No. 1. Naraganfet 
No. 7. Marblehead Townfhip, Powers and others Town- 
ship, and Cape Anne Townfhip. 

In this Territory of Main, there are fome private Pur- 
chafes from the Indians, which the Proprietor General the 
AfTembly of the Province of 'Maffachufetts-Bay, feem not 
to difpute ; for Inftance, Anno 1683 Mr. Wharton* Mer- 
chant in Boflcn, purchafed of fix Sagamores, about 500,- 
000 Acres called the Pegeffcot Purchafe ; bounded five 
JMiles Weft frcm Pegepfcot River, by a Line running at 

five 
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five Miles Diftance parallel with the River, to a certain 
Fall in faid River, and thence N. E. about 44 Miles in a 
itrait Line to Quenebec River •, it includes the Eaftern Di- 
vifions of Nahumkee Purchafe, and of Plymouth Purchafe, 
Plymouth Purchafe extends 15 Miles each Side of Quenebec 
River. Wharton dying infolvent, the Adminiftrator fold 
this Purchafe for not much exceeding 100 £. New- Eng- 
land Currency Anno 17 14 to eight or nine Proprietors, 
viz. Winthrop, T. Hutchinjbn, Ruck, Noyes, Watts, Minot, 
Mountford, &c : It is bounded S. Wefterly by North- 
Yarmouth, which takes in a fmall Part of this Grant at 
fmall Point ; George-Town, Brunfwick and Top/am are in 
this Grant. 

At the breaking out of the French War, in the Pro- 
vince of Main were Militia or fencible Men 2485. 

Men Men 



Tpwnihip of Kittery 450 
York 350 
Wells 500 
Arundel 95 
Biddi ''ford 120 
Berwick 150 
Philip T. 1 50 

SirW.PepperreirsReg. 1 565 



Scarborough 1 60 
Falmouth 500 

N. Yarmouth 150 
Brunfwick 50 

NaraganfetN.J. 20' 
NezvMarblehead 40 



Sagadahoc 




Col. Waldo's Reg. 1290 
but at prefent many of thefe have left their Towns and 
Habitations, being expofed to the French and their Indians. 
For fomeTime during the old Charter of MaJJachufetts 
Bay Colony they extended their Claim to 3 Miles North 
of the Northernmoft Part of Merimack River, called En- 
dicots Tree, near the Crotch or Fork where Pemagawrfet 
River, and the Wares or Difcharge of Winipifiakit Pond 
or Lake do meet, and from thence extended their nue Eaft 
and W. Line to the E. and W. Oceans, that is from the 
ALthiopick Ocean to the South-Sea or Pacifick Ocean ; thus 
they aiTumed (as being prior) almoft the whole of Ma-. 

foa's 
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fort's Grant or NewHampJhire, and the S. E. Corner of 
Gorge's Grant or the Province of Main fo far as Black - 
Point, near Saco River, both in Property and Jurifdiction; 
and did accordingly make Grants of Lands and conftitute 
Townfhips which fent Reprefentatives or Deputies to the 
General AfTembly of Maffacbufetts ; but upon Complaint 
of the Heirs of Gorge and Mafon to the King in Council 
and the Courts in Weft minder- Hall , Majfachufetts-Bay 
difclaim'd thefe Lands, as hereafter mail be more fully 
related. 

The whole of the Province of Main at prefent consti- 
tutes only one County called the County of York, and to 
this County is || annexed the Territory of Sagadahoc. 

In the Province of Main and New-Hampjhire, from the 
firft fettling of the Englijh, for about 50 Years, that is 
until King Philips War, the Englifh and Indians kept a 
good friendly Correfpondence ; but ever fince, during the 
European French Wars, the French of Canada have made 
Ufe of the feveral Tribes of our neighbouring Abnaquie 
Indians to diftrefs our Settlements ; vide Seel. III. 
Article 4. 

Prior to the MaJJachufettsBay Purchafe, the Settlers 
in the Province of Main, never had any other Protection, 
but that of the Colony of Majfachufetts-Bay. When the 
Court of England, much corrupted, began in an arbitrary 
defpotick Manner to re-aflume Grants, Charters, &c ; it 
was ordered by the King in Council, July 24. 1679,. that 
the Majfachufetts-Bay Government, upon the Reimburfe- 
ment of 1200 £. St. paid Gorge's Heirs for the Province 
of Main, fhall furrender it to the Crown, being a Purchafe 

H The lands Eaft of ^uenebec River were never a fettled French 
Property with Pofleflion and Jurifdiclion ; and the Frntb tranfitory 
Conqucft of it, was only a Sufpenfion of the former Britijh Owners 
Property ; and upon Re conqueft or a Peace, returned to the former 
Owners Jurt poji I imikii, or a Right to one's former Inheritance j 
therefore in Col. Dunbar's Cafe the Board of Trade, and Committee 
of Council reported to the King in Council, that the Mufcongus Affo- 
ciates mould not be disturbed in their Pofleflion, and to be under the 
Defence or Protection of Majfachufttts Bay as formerly. 

made 
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made w thout his Majefty's Permiflion. The new Char- 
ter of Majfachufetts Bay 1 69 1 , put ah End to that and ail 
other pretended Claims. 

Geography and Chronology, are two the mod confidera- 
ble Elements of Hijlory. The mod effential and invaria- 
ble Things in the Geography of a Country, are its general 
Pofition upon the Surface of the Earth as to Latitude and 
Longitude •, the remarkable Mountains and great Hills ; 
the Sea-Coaft ; and the Runs of Rivers and Rivulets from? 
the inland into the Sea. 

In the Province of Main, the remarkable Mountains 
and Hills are, 1. The White Hills or rather Mountains, 
inland about 70 Miles North from the Mouth of Pifca- 
taqua Harbour, about 7 Miles W. b. N. from the Head 
of the Pigwoket Branch of Saco River ; they are called 
White not from their being continually covered with 
Snow, but becaufe they are bald, a-top producing no Trees 
or Brum, and covered with a whitifti Stone or Shingle ; 
thefe Hills may be obferved at a great Diftance, and are 
a considerable Guide or Direction to the Indians in tra- 
velling that Country. 2. The Pigwoket Hills at a fmall 
Diftance from the WhiteHills\ are much inferior to them, 
and fcarce require to be mention'd. ^.AquamanticusHills 
well known amongft our Sailors, are in the Townfhip of 
Tork about 8 Miles inland •, it is a noted and ufeful Land- 
making, for VefTels that fall in Northward of Bofton or 
Majfachufetts-Bay. 

Upon the Sea-Coaft, Cafe Bay is a large, good, and 
fafe Harbour or Road for Veflels of any Burden ; being 
fhelter'd or cover'd by many lflands : Here fome of the 
Contract Maft Ships take in their Load. Along this Coaft 
are many Harbours commodious for fmall Craft in loading 
of Lumber and Fire-Wood for Bojton. 

The Capes, Promontories or Head-Lands belong pro- 
perly to Sea Charts j I fhall only mention Small Point at 
the South Entrance of Sagadahoc, Cape Elizabeth in the 
S. E. Corner of CafcoBay, Black Point 4 Miles N. E. of 
Saco River, Cape Porpus in Arundel, and Cape Neddick in 
WtlU. The. 
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The confiderable Rivers are, i. Quenebec and its Mouth 
called Sagadahoc, which divides the Province of Main, 
from the Old Briftol Purchafe of Pemaquid, including the 
Sbepfcut Purchafe, and from the Territory formerly call'd 
the Duke of York's Property, all which at prefent are 
call'd the Territory of Sagadahoc, From the Entrance 
of Sagadahoc to Merry meeting Bay are 18 Miles, thence 
to Richmond Fort and Truck-Houfe near the Mouth of 
Quenebec River are 12 Miles, thence to the firft Falls,, 
though only a Ripling called Cufhnock Falls are 1 8 Miles-, 
thence to Taconick Falls are 18 Miles, here in Mr. Dum- 
mer's Indian War our People left their Whale-Boats, and 
marched 40 Miles by Land to the Indian Village or 
Town called Naridgwoag; they deftroy'd the Settlement, 
brought away the Scalp of the French Miffionary Father 
Rale a Jefuit with about 16 Indian Scalps, fome Indjans 
were drowned in eroding the River precipitately : Thus 
from the Mouth of Sagadahoc to Naridgwoag are about 
106 Englifh Mites, and the Province of Main cannot ex- 
tend above 20 Miles higher ; thefe Indians in travelling 
to Quebec, with their Canoes go much higher up the Ri- 
ver : The Naridgwoag Indians with their French Miflion- 
aries, have in the French Wars been very troublefome to 
the Englijh Settlements •, but by Dummer's well managed 
Indian War, and a late Mortality from a putrid Fever and 
Dyfentcry, received, when in Curiofity they vifited 
Duke D*dnville's fickly Troops and Squadron at 
Chebuclo upon the Cape-Sable Coaft of Nova-Scotia -, 
they are now reduced, to very inconfiderable impo- 
tent Numbers. 2. Amerajcogin River •, up this River, not 
many Years fince was a Tribe of Indians, but are now ex- 
tinct •, near the Mouth of this River, is Brunfwick Fort -, 
this River is particularly noted for Plenty of good Stur- 
geon ; not many Years fince a Merchant of Bojlon con- 
tracted with fome Fifh mongers of London to fupply them 
with a certain Quantity of well-cured Sturgeon every Year, 
but whether from the bad Quality of the Fifh ; or rather 
from the Negligence of the People employ 'd in curing of 

B b b & it 
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it, there was no Sale for it in London, and the forefaid In- 
dian War breaking out, that Fifhery is given up. 3. Saco 
River, its confiderable Branches are Pigwacket River, it rifes 
about 70 Miles North of Pi •fiat 'aqua Harbour,andQ#"/w Ri- 
ver from OflipeePond about ssMiles N. Wefterly trom Pif- 
cataquaHttbom: About 50 Miles from the Mouth of Saco 
formerly were Pigwacket, a confiderable Tribe of Indians 
with a French Miffionary, they are now almoft extinct 5 this 
River is navigable only a fmall Way to the Falls for fmall 
Veffels \ here is a Fort and Truck- Houfes •, at the Mouth 
of SacoR'wer is Winter Harbour,fo called from Mr.Winter, 
who had a Farm there. 4. Maufom River comes from fome 
Ponds near the famous Lovell's Pond, about 40 Miles a- 
bove Pifcataqua Harbour, at thefe Ponds Bryant the Sur- 
veyor began to fet off the N. 8 d. E. Line between the 
Province of Main and New- Hampjhire ; this River falJs 
into* the Ocean in the Townfhip of Wells. 5. Pifcataqua 
River, which for the Space of 40 Miles divides New- 
Hampjhire from the Province of Main , from the Mouth 
of this River or Harbour to the Inlet of Exeter Bay are 
about 10 Miles, thence to the Mouth of Catechecho River, 
which comes from the W. N. W. are 5 Miles, from this 
upwards, Pifcataqua River is called Newichawanock River 
and higher it is called Salmon Falls River. 

The fmall Rivers or Runs of Water and of fhort 
Courfe are many ; Recompence River, Royals River run- 
ning through Cape-Anne Grant or Townfhip, and through 
North Yarmouth to the Sea ; Prefumpfcot River, comes 
from Jabago Pond, by Naraganfet No. 7. through Fal- 
mouth ; where it falls into the Sea ; Falmouth River or 
Stroud Water of CafcoBay ; Quenebunc River dividing 
Arundel from Wells ; Tork River in the Townfhip of York. 

Article 4. 
Concerning the late Colony of Plymouth. 
VE/'HAT relates to this Colony, p/ior to their more 
** fixed and determined Grant Anno 1 629 from the 
Council of Plymouth, fee. P. 370. 

Some 
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Some Engl'tfh Puritans belonging to Mr. Robinfon's 
Church in * Ley den in Holland, with fome of their Friends 
in England, obtain'd of the Council of Plymouth, an in- 
diftinct imperfect Grant of Lands in North-America ; 
their Deii«n was for Hudfon's River, but falling in with 
Cape Cod late in the Year Nov. 1 U they were obliged to 
winter there, and in a (hallow Bay and poor Soil within 
the Great Bay of Maffachufetts, they fit down and call it 
New-Plymouth, in Remembrance of Plymouth in England^ • 
from whence they took their Departure. 

They had no particular Grant from the Council of Ply- 
mouth of the Country where they fettled, until 1624 ; and 
this was foindiftinct, that they obtained a newGrant 1629, 
but (till foobfcure as not to be underftood at prefent, as 
appcai'd at a hearing 1741, before Commiflioners ap- 
pointed by the Court of Great- Britain, to fettle their Line 
with the Colony of Rhode-IJland. 

We fhall only briefly obferve that Capt. Smith the 
Traveller, with two Ships 1614 made a good Voyage upon 
thefe Coafts, and by his Means the Country was named 
New England by the Court of England. 

Anno 16 16 four or five Sail of riming Vefiels from 
London, and as many from Plymouth, make good Fares 
of Fifh. 

Anno 161 8 only two Sail from Plymouth in England 
fifh upon the Coaft of New- England. 

Anno 16 19 only one Ship of 200 Tuns, made a good 
Voyage. 

Anno 162 1, tenor twelve Ships from the Weft of 
England, fifh upon the Coaft of New England, and make 
good Voyages with their Fifh to Spain. 

Anno 1622 there were upon the Coaft of New-England 
35 Vefiels from the Weft of England. 

Anno 167.3 Capt. Smith writes, that there were for that 
Year 40 Sail from England, filhing upon the Coaft of New 



* In l.r\<i,n to this Day, an Knglilh Prtfbytcrian Congregation is 
maintain M in ilicir Works by the States. 

England. 
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England. That Canada and New-England in fix Years 
laft paft, had fhipt off 20,000 Beaver-Skins. 

After fome Time, a Number of People from New Ply- 
mouth, purchafed of the Indians, a Parcel of Land called 
Nojfet near Cape-Cod, and gave it the Name of Eaftbam ; 
their Purchafe upon this narrow Promontory reach'd a- 
bout 30 Miles from North to South. The fir ft two 
Years, they liv'd without any Supply from England, clear- 
ed and planted 60 Acres with Indian Corn. At firft they 
feem'd to have a Sort of Lex Agraria for each Mefs or 
Menage -, or rather their Poffefiions feem to have been in 
common. 

+ Mr. Edward Winjlow their Agent, Anno 1624, im- 
ported the firft Cattle, being a Bull and 3 Heifers 5 about 
this Time Plymouth Settlement confided only of i8oPer- 
fons •, the Adventurers, as it is faid, had expended 7000 
£. St. being entirely carried on by Adventures, but being 
difcouraged, they fold their Intereft to the Settlers for a 
Trifle ; the Grant at firft was fole to Mr. Bradford, his 
Heirs, Aflbciates and Afiigns >, but at the Requeft of the 
General Affembly, he affigned his Right to the Free- 
men : Upon Governor Carver's Death, April 1621, he 
was annually chofen Governor while he liv'd (excepting 
one Year Mr. Win/low, and two Years Mr. Prince) he 
died May 9. 1657. Ait. 69. 

Governors. 

Mr. Carver from Nov. 1620 to April 1621. 

Mr. Bradford the Grantee fucceeded, and annually cho- 
fen Governor until his Death May 1657, excepting for 
three Years ; he was a Man of no Family and of no 
Learning. 

Mr. Prince, who had twice been chofen Governor in 
Mr. Bradford's Life-Time, fucceeded, and was annually 



t Mr. WinJIow died in Cramweirs Hifpaniola Expedition 1655, 
fill. 61. 

chofen 
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chofen Governor till Death, Aug.29. 1673, Mt. 71. He 
was a Man of good natural Parts, but of no Learning. 

Mr. Prince was fucceeded in annual Elections by Jofiab 
Winjlow, who died Dec. 18. 1680. 

Next Richard Trent was unanimoufly elected, until 
their Charter was dropt or fuperfeded. 

I find that upon the Revolution, the Commander in 
chief of Plymouth Colony is called Prefident, not Gover- 
nor : Thus Major Church's Commiflion from Plymouth to 
go againft the Eaftern Indians is figned Sept. 6. 1689, 
Thomas Hinkley, Prefident. 

N. B. At firft this Colony was only a voluntary Afib- 
ciation ; in the Beginning the Governor had only one Af- 
fiftant, afterwards three, and fometime after five, at length 
Anno 1,637 they chofe 7 AfTiftants. 

As the Boundaries by their Grant were ill-determined, 
there were continual Difputes between this Colony and 
that of Rhode- IJland. By a Commiflion from Charles II. 
1 664 to Col. Richard Nichols, Sir Robert Carr, George 
Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick ; to determine Contro- 
verfies, concerning feveral Boundaries in the Continent of 
North America •, they pafled Judgment concerning the 
Boundaries between Rhode- IJland and. Plymouth Colony ; 
as it was only by Way of Amufement to quiet the Minds 
of the People in thefe Colonies, and never confirmed by 
the King in Council ; it had no Effect. 

Ever fince the Colony of Plymouth has been aqnexed 
to the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, thofe Difputes have 
continued or been revived from Time to Time ; the chief 
Dilpute was concerning Atileborough Gore, which if Maf- 
facbujetts-Bay had quitclaim'd to them, Rhode-IJland would 
have given a general Quit-Claim in all other Concerns ; 
and prevented the Lofs of Brijlol, and fome Part of Bar- 
rin^ton, Swanzey, Tiverton, and Little Complon -, but the 
Influence of a few ill-natured,obftinate,inconfiderateMen,t 



f Here we may obferve the pernicious Conference of blindly fol- 
lowing the Dictate* of inconfiderate, imprudent, clamorous or violent 
Jeadii>g Men. 

pre- 
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prevail'd in the Legiflature to the Damage of the Pro^ 
vince of Maffachujelts- Bay. 

Rhode-IJland by Memorials fent Home, the Agents of 
Majfachufetts-Bay giving Confent, obtain'd a Com million 
for the eldeft Counfellors of the neighbouring Govern- 
ments to meet and adjuft their Boundaries, accordingly 
they meet at Providence in Summer 1741, and found that 
the laft determined Grant for Plymouth Colony 1629, 
fpeciries it in this Manner, viz. between Conohajfet \\ Rivu- 
let towards the North, and * Naraganfet River, towards 
the South ; and between the + Ocean towards the Eaft, 
and a ftrait Line extending directly into the main Land 
from the Mouth of faid Naraganfet River, to the utmoft 
Bounds of the Packanoket Country alias Sawamfet Coun- 
try, the famous King Philip of Mount- Hope his Country, 
to the ||t Nipmug Country which Determination is now 
forgot, and from Cohajfet back into the main Land Weft- 
ward to the utmoft Bounds of the Packanoket Country. 

The better to underftand the Boundaries of the late 
Colony of New Plymouth (now annexed to the Province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay) with the Colony of Rhode- I/land ; 
I muft in Anticipation, give the Boundaries of -f Rhode- 
JJland Colony as delineated in their Charter, viz. bounded 
Wefterly by the middle Channel of Pakatuk River, and 
up faid River Northerly to the Head thereof, and thence 
in a ftrait Line due North to Majfachufetts South Bounds ; 
extending Eafterly three Englifh Miles to the E. N. E. 
of the mod Eaftern and Northern Parts of Naraganfet- 
Bay as it liethor extendeth itfelf from the Ocean ; bound- 
ed Southerly on the Ocean, unto the Mouth of the Ri- 



ll Now called Bound Brook. 

* The Mouth of Taunton Gut or River, or Seaconnet Point. 

•J- Or Bay of MaJ/achu/ttts. 

|| f Plymouth Grant was up Blackflone, Patucket or Nipmng River to 
the Nipmug Country ; this Nipmug Country, could not be afcertain'd 
by the late Commiflioners for fettling the Line with Rhode- JJland. 

\ In Matters not as yet upon Record in publick Hiftories, it is 
proper to be particular. 

ver 
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ver which cometh from Providence ; and from the Town 
of Providence, along the Eafterly Bank of faid River call- 
ed Seaconck River up to Patucket Falls ; and thence due 
N. to Majfachufetts South Line, where is the mod Weft- 
erly Line of Plymouth Colony. — The Rhode- JJland Claim 
was 3 Miles E. N. E. of AJfonet Creek of Taunton River, 
and thence due S. to the Ocean Eaft of Seaconnet Point ; 
and from the faid E. N. E. Point, a Wefterly Courfe to 
Fox Point, being the Mouth of the River that comes from 
Providence Town, thence along the Eaft Side of Seaconck 
River to Patucket Falls •, and thence due North to 
to Majfachufetts South Line. 

Upon a heaii ig at Providence in Summer 1741 of the 
Committees or Agents of both Colonies before the Com- 
miflioners appointed by royal Patent to fettle this Line or 
Boundary •, the Council of Plymouth Patent, nor any Copy 
of it was produced ; therefore the Recital of faid Letters 
patent, in their Deed to Bradford and AfTociates, was not 
fufficient Evidence again ft the King's Charter to Rhode- 
JJland ; this CommifHon was not to meddle with Proper- 
ty, but only with Jurifdiclion, which is afcertain'd to 
Rhode- JJland by Royal Charter, notwithftanding of their 
Charter being pojlcrior to the New Plymouth Colo- 
ny Grant •, becaufe the Council of Plymouth could 
only delegate Property, but not Jurisdiction. By 
no Evidence it was made appear that the Water fa 
fait Water Sinus, commonly called a Continuation of 
Taunton River, it is called Taunton great River in their 
private Deeds; between the main Land on the Eaft, and 
the Ifland of Rhode JJland on the Weft, was ever at any 
Time called Naraganfet River. 

The Determination of the Commifljoners Anno 1741 
was by the King in Council 1 746 confirmed as final. 




alterly bide of Seaconck River, to the S. W. Corner of 
Bullocks Neck ; and thence N. E. 3 Mies ffuppofing a 

N. E. 
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N. E. Line of 3 Miles from the North-Eaftermoft Parte 
of the Bay on the W. Side of Romfiick Neck) in a ftrait 
Line, until it meets with the Termination of this imagi- 
nary Line ; and from this to the Bay near Towaffet Neck, 
fo that this Line touch the N. E. Extremity of an imagi- 
nary Line running N. E. from the N. E. Corner of Brijlol 
Cove or Harbour. On the Eaft Side of Naraganfet Bay, 
it begins at a Point 440 Rod Southward of the Mouth 
of Fall River in Tiverton ; thence runs Eaft 3 Miles ; 
and from thence runs Southerly parallel with the Eaftern- 
moft Parts of Naraganfet Bay or Taunton great River to 
the Sea. 

By this Determination the late Colony of Plymouth, or 
rather the prefent Province of Majfachufetts- Bay, loft, in 
Favour of Rhode-IJland, a triangular Piece of Land com- 
monly called, the Attlcborough Gore +•, bounded S. 7 d. 
W. from an Interferon with Majfachufetts S. Line, to 
Pautuket Falls 9 and half Miles •, from Pautuket Falls up 
Patuket or Blackjlone River, to the Interferon of this 
River with Majfachufetts South Line, in a direct or ftrait 
Courfe 12 Miles, W.55 d. N ; from this Interferon E. 
7 d. S. about 10 Miles ; this Gore is conftituted a Town- 
fhip of Rhode -JJland, by the Name of Cumberland, fo call- 
ed from Prince William Duke of Cumberland. Brijlol is 
entirely adjudged to Rhode- JJland Colony JurifdicYion, and 
retains its former Name. Part of Swanzey being forty 
feven Families, and a great Part of Barrington are confti- 
tuted a Townfhip, by the Name of Warren, in Honour 
of Sir Peter Warren, Knight of the Bath, a*id an Admiral 
in the Navy, an honeft benevolent Gentleman always pro- 
pitious to Trade. The three Mile Strips of Tiverton and 
■ » iii '■« ■■■' i... -ii. ■ 

\ This Gore has been for many Years in Difpute between Majfa- 
chufetts Bay and Rhode- IJIanri, and if fome of our Managers hot-headed 
obitinate Men had conceded it to Rhode- IJland, it being plainly their 
Due ; they would have given to Maffachufetts-Bay a general Quitclaim, 
and their other Claims would not hate been revived. Something of 
the fame Nature (hall in Courfe be taken Notice of, with Regard to 
New- Hamffhire. 

Littk- 
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Little-Compton, on the Eaft Side of the Bay or Taunton 
great River, continue by the Name of Diftricfb of Rbode- 
JJland. 

The Line between Old Majfachufetts and Plymouth, is 
no more as a Colony Line •, but continues to divide the 
County of Suffolk in the Majfachufetts, from Plymouth and 
Brijiol Counties of the late Plymouth Colony ; this former 
dividing Line of the two Colonies, begins at the Inter- 
feron of Attleborough Gore and runs 3 and half Miles 
E. 7 d. S. to the Station-Tree of || Woodward and Saffries, 
from this Station to a Notch in Bridgwater E. 1 8 d. N. 
are 23 Miles ; thence 1 Mile and quarter North on Bridg- 
water ; thence E. 9 Miles to Accord Pond ; thence ftill 
Eaft to Conohajfet at the Mouth of Bound Brook on the 
Bay of Majfachufetts, fix Miles ; in all about 41 Miles. 
From Conohajfet in Majfachufetts-Bay, to the race Point 
of Cape Cod, is to this late Colony of Plymouth, an Eaft 
South and Weft Boundary; by the Flexure or Hook of the 
Cape ; the Back (as it is called) of Cape Cod to Cape Ma- 
labar or Sandy-Point is an Eaft Boundary, from Sandy- 
Point, further along the Back of the Cape to Elizabeth 
Iflands, and thence along Buzard's Bay, to the Boundary 
Line near Seaconnet Point is a South Boundary, Wcfterly 
it is bounded by the Line fettled by ComrnifTioners Anno 
1 741, as before delineated ; Northerly it is bounded by 
the Line dividing the old Colonies of Majfachufetts- Bay 
and Plymouth already defcribed. 

In this Colony arc no remarkable Mountains or great 
Hills. 

The confiderable Harbours are, 1. Plymouth Bay, Wa- 
ter (hallow, a confiderable Trade to Weft-India Iflands for 
Sugar, Rum, MolafTes, and Cotton •, it is a Branch of 
Bofton Cuftom-Houfe or Collection, Diftance 40 Miles; 
three fmall Rivulets, called Jones, Herrings, and Eel Ri- 
ll This Station Tree is 120 Rod diftant from the Angle where the 
feveral Colony Line* were fet off; it is called WteJumr/t and Saff,ies 
Station, from the Names of two obfeure Sailors, who were aifrilna in 
the Survey. 

C c c verSj 
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vers, fall into this Bay. 2. Cape-Cod Harbour, fafe, and 
deep Water; but from the Hook or Flexure, and confe- 
quently different Courfes, VdStds vich Difficulty get out 
.to Sea ; it is no S^a-Port or Place of Trade. This Cape 
by its particular * Form and by flretching into the Sea be- 
comes a Snare foririerant or paffenger Fifh, viz. Whales, 
Herrings, MackareL &c 3 but the Whales by Experience 
have learnt to keep further to Sea in travelling , the other 
Fifneries are neglected, from the Fifhermen, who were 
generally Indians, being carried away upon romantickEx- 
peditions : The Tide flows within the Cape about 20 
Petty upon the back of the Cape it flows only 5 or 6 
Feet ; Billing/gate, a Precinct of Eajlham, is noted for 
Oyfters. 

The fmaller Inlets or Harbours from the Difcharge of 
Rivulets are as follows, 1. Upon the Infide of the great 
Bay of Mafachufelts (that Part of it is called Barnfiabk 
Bay) Scituate, a bad Harbour, no confiderable Run of 
Water. All the Harbours in Bamjlable Bay to Cape-Cod 
are mallow, becaufe of a fandy flow Slope of the Shore, 
,and the inland Runs are fhort and fmall, not capable of 
making Channels. In Sandwich is Mill River. In Barn- 
Jiable is a fmall Inlet. In Yarmouth a fmall Inlet. In 
Harwich a Harbour called Point of Rocks, not fafe. In 
Eajlham is Stage-Harbour, and Billing/gate, the beft of 
.thefe fmall Harbours. 2. Upon the outfide or Ocean 
Side of Cape Cod Promontory ; Head of Pamet, no pro- 
per Harbour, it is in Truro, and high Tides, as Anno 1723, 
pafs over the Meadows from Sea to Sea. Sandy-Point or 
Alonytnoy in Chatham, is a good Harbour for fmall Veffels, 



* Capt. Soutback in a moft falfe, therefore pernicious Sea-Chart of 
the Coait of Nova-Scotia and New- England, delineates a Thorough- 
Fare from the great Bay of Mcjfachujctts to the Ocean in Eafiham, 
near Sandy Point ; no Perfon, himfelf excepted, ever imagin'd <?r 
dreamt of this Thorough-Fare, his Dream or Words are " the Place 
v>hers I came thro' with a Whale-Eoat April 26. 171 7, to look after 
Btllame the Pirate." 

but 
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but the Bar fhifts. B.ifs River in Yarmouth. Hyanaes, 
the bed: of thefe Harbours, in Barnftable, is much ufod. 
OJler Bay in Barnftable. Falmouth Bay. Woodes Hole or 
Cove, called Soconojfet •, here is a Ferry of about one Mile 
to Elizabeth great Ifland •, and of about 3 Leagues to 
Marthas Vineyard. We may obferve, that along this 
Shore is a Bar at about half a Mile's Diftance, with 
(mall Inlets, within the Bar is Water of fome Fathoms. 
3. In Buzard\ Bay are many good Creeks, fait Water 
Rivers, or Harbours ; excepting in Rochefter, the Runs 
of Water that fall into thefe Creeks are of fhort Courfe: 
Jgawam, Wagwagantit or Mill River, Sipacan Harbour, 
Matapoijfet, Accujhnot, Polyganfet, and Coaxit. \\ 

The confiderable Rivers in Old Plymouth Colony, are 
1. North River, divides Sciiuate from Marfhfield ; deep 
Water, but Veffels in a Storm cannot put in there, the 
Entrance being rocky. The Tide flows 9 or 10 Miles 
up this River •, here Ships and other Veffels are built to 
Advantage, Timber being plenty ; from this River, 
Bojlon has a confiderable Supply of Firewood. 2. Taun- 
ton River -, from about 17 Miles up Taunton great River 
on the Eaft Side of Naraganfet Bay, according to the late 
Toyal Determination of Boundaries with Rhode IJland^ be- 
gins Plymouth Colony upon Taunton River •, the Tide 
flows up this River from 440 Rod below Falls River, the 
Boundary between Freetown and Tiverton about 25 Miles, 
to near the Mouth of Sawamfet or Midkborough River, 
which comes from Afawampfit Pond in the South Parts of 
Midleborough, and falls into Titiquit or Taunton River: In 
this River and the adjacent Townfhips of Dighton and 



|| The Sea Line of the late Colony of Plymouth is about 7.20 Miles, 
but have only one Sea-Port for foreign Trade, viz. Plymouth ; the 
other Harbours are very fmal!, and ufed only by Fimermen and Coal- 
ers : The other Neiu- England Territories, do much exceed it in 
Trade, although their Sea Lines are much fmaller ; the Sea- Line of 
the Province of Main does not exceed 80 Miles, of Neiv-Hamp/kire 
•20 Miles, of Old Majfachujetti So Miles, of Rk,;de-1jhnd 60 Miles, of 
Conncfiicui 140 Milca. 

Swanzey 
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Swanzty are built good Ships and other Vefiels. 3. Pa- 
tuket or Black/lone, formerly Nipmug River, navigable from 
Rhode- JJland Boundary at Bullock's Neck, 10 Miles to 
Patucket Falls ; in Rebobotb or Seaconick are built fome 
good VeiTels. 

The Capes, Head-Lands, or Promontories are, 1. The 
Gurnet Head, being the North Point of Plymouth Bay ; 
it lies Weft Southerly from Cape-Cod 7 Leagues, and that 
Part of Majfacbujetts Bay within this Line or Courfe is 
called Barnjtable Bay. 2. Cape-Cod, a noted Promontory 
on the Weft Side of the Atlantick Ocean, in N. Lat. 42 
d. 10 m, lies from Bojlon E. b. S. Southerly, about 18 
Leagues : This is a narrow Jong Promontory ftretching 
into the Ocean, and from the Pitch of the Cape to Bu- 
xard's Bay may extend upwards of 60 Miles, which with 
a Medium Breadth of 6 Miles, makes about 230,000 A- 
cres ; confifts of the Townfhips of Falmouth, Sandwich, 
Bamjtable, Tarmouth, Harwich, Chatham, Eajlbam, Truro? 
and Province Town ; thefe make the County of Barnjla- 
lie. 3. Sandy- Point, in the Charter it is called Cape Ma- 
labar, about 10 Leagues North from the Ifland of Nan- 
tucket. 

f Befides,- the Promontory of Cape Cod, the late P/y- 
wouth Colony may be in Value of 40 Miles fquare, is 1600 
fquare Miles, or 1,024,000 Acres -, is in the whole 



-f- I am afraid, that by being fo particular in the Description of our 
Territories or Colonies, I may be found guilty of an Impropriety, iri 
giving the Geography inftead of the Hiftory ; but we mult confider, 
that thefe Countries, young and dependent, cannot afford many State 
Revo u ions, therefore our Hiftory muft chiefly confift of Delineations, 
and of fome Accounts of their various Produce and Commerce. 

I fliall not be very minute in the Inland Geography : In my A- 
mufement Hours, I have compofed the actual Surveys (as upon Re- 
cord) of each Townfhip and Diftritt in the four Colonies of Neiv- 
England, into a Plan of about 3 and half Feet fquare, by a Scale of 
5 Miles to one Inch. This Plan of many Years collecting, and per- 
fected at a confidcrable Charge, is a free Gift, for a publick Benefit 
to the Provinces of Ne-vo- England, each Townfhip or Diftrift is to 
have a Copy gratis, to be lodged in the Town Clerk's Office. 

about 
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bout 1,254,000 Acres. In this old Colony, there are no 
vacant or Colony Lands ; all the Lands are the Property 
of Townfhips or private Perfons, as granted by the Gene- 
ral Affembly from Time to Time. 

Plymouth was called one of the afibciated Colonies of 
New-England before the Stricter Confociation (the 12 th 
Day of the third Month 1643) of the four Colonies of 
New- England, it was an Alliance like that of the Swifs 
Cantons. This Colony aflifted in the Pequod Indian War 
1637 ; this War was only of a few Months Continuance, 
and ended with the entire Reduction or Extinction of that 
Tribe j fee P. 193. 

Concerning the IJlinds near Cape -Cod. 

. The noted islands are Nantucket, Capawock or Marthas 
Vineyard, and the Elizabeth Iflands. 

The North Side of Nai:tucket or the Town of Sber-. 
burn lies in N. Lat. 41 d. 10 m. about 10 Leagues from 
the main Land j contains about 23,000 Acres, the Value 
of fix Miies fquare, Beach included \ it is in twenty-feven 
Proprietorships, but all in common, excepting 40 Acres 
home Lots to each Proprietorship -, each Proprietorship 
may keep 560 Sheep. It is a County of it fe)f, a very 
indeftrious People •, they make fome dry Cod-Fifh, their 
principal Bufinefs is Whaling, Anno 1744 in the Begin- 
ning of the French War, they had about 40 Sloops and 
Schooners in the Whale Fishery, 1 3 Men to a Veflel, 
do make from 7000 to 10,000 Barrels of Whale Oil, 
per Annum •, their Bone feldom exceed Seven Feet. A 
Whale of 100 Barrels yields a 1000 wt. of Bone. 
In this Ifland are about 900 Indian Souls, of great life 
in their Fishery. 

Marthas Vineyard about 8 Leagues Weil from Nantuc- 
ket, and 3 Leagues South from Woods Hole in Falmouth 
upon the Main, is about 20 Miles in Length ; the Eaft 
End is about 8 Miles wide, and tapers away to GuyHead, 
at the W. End 3 Miles wide ; much of the Ifland is very 
barren, being Heaths and Pine Land ; 3 poor Town- 
fhips, 
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mips, Edgar-Town, Tijbury, and Chilmark ; about 200 
fencible white Men, about 450 Indian Souls. With the 
Elizabeth Iflands it makes * Dukes County. 

Elizabeth Iflands lie in a Range, S. W, half Way be- 
tween Marthas Vineyard, and the Shore of Buzard Bay ; 
they make Buzards Bay; the largeft Ifland one Mile from 
Woods Hole or the Main is about 8 Miles long, but very 
narrow, belongs to Thomas Lechmere^S^ and Mr. Bow- 
doin's Eftate, it is called Na/bawn Ifland, here is a good 
Harbour Tarpaulings Cove, on Marthas Vineyard is ano- 
ther good Harbour Holms' 's Hole, of good Ufe to Veffels 
that navigate this Channel ; next is Tinker's Ifland, Slo- 
cum's Ifland, and Cattehunk Iflands, thefe belong to Slocum, 
Ward, and Sanford's Heirs. 

Slocums Ifland lies one League South Wefterly from the 
Weft End of Marthas Vineyard, is in Yalue one Mile 
fquare, it belongs to Mr. Norton* 

Article 5.' 
Concerning the Old Colony of MaflachufettsBay. 

THE old Writers of the Hiftory of New-England are 
fo trifling and erroneous, that the late \\ Scriblers and 
Hackney Writers who copy the Affairs of New-England 
from them, appear, by their obfolete and erroneous Ac- 
count 



* Before the Maffachufctts Bay new Charter, all thefe Iflands be- 
longed to the Government of New -York ; and the Receiver of the 
Quit-Rents of New-York does make Demands of the old Arrears of 
their Quit-Rents. 

|| At prefentl fhall only inftance, Salmon's Modern Hiftory, and the 
Atlas Mcrhimus C3 5 Commerciatis. 

Salmon feems to be a Tory, or rather a Jacobite, he vindicates the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and difcpvers a very filly Prejudice againft Ne<w- 
Engla? 4 s firft Settlers, viz. That they came over to fecure a Retreat 
for their Brethren, in Cafe they did mifcarry in fubverting Church and 
State at Home ; this is a very idle Surmife, becaufe the firft Sett of 
Emigrants did not exceed i oo Perfons, and of thefe not above 60 fur.- 
vived the firft Winter. 

From Salmon I fhall only give a few Inftances, which at firft Sight 

are 
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count of Affairs, in a very ridiculous Light, and do afford 
me no Afiiftance. 

Anno 1625 Mr. Conant and Company in Trade, made 
fome Settlement at Cape Anne, the North Eafterly Pro- 
montory of Majfachufetts-Bay ; they were moftly from 
Dorcbefter, and the Weft of England : This gave Rife to 
a Project, firft concerted in Lincoln/hire, of procuring from 
the Council of Plymouth, a Grant for fettling a Colony 
in Majfacbufetts-Bay, with a Refolution that the principal 
Town thereof be called BOSTON, from a Sea- Port and 



are very ridiculous, without any Comment — " In Virginia Abundance 
of Cod-Fifh — Virginia is feparated from Florida by the Apalachian 
Mountains — In the Fort near Newport are 300 Cannon — Notth-Cari- 
lina is a well peopled flourifhing Colony." N. B. It is the Sink or 
naufeous Drain of all our Colonies, in all the Colony only two or three 
Gofpel Minifters, very fickly, and very bad Navigation. — " In New- 
England both Men and Women are put to Death for Adultery — Cam- 
bridge Univerfity confilb of three Colleges ;" N. B. They are only 
three Buildings (the Scholars are all of one College) making three 
Sides of a defigned Quadrangle. — " The New-York Forces againft 
Monreal were to go by the Lake Ontario.'''' N. B. It was by Lake 
Cbamplain. — " Our Indians go naked in Summer, and wear Deer - 
Skins in Winter ;" N. B. They wear Blankets Summer and Winter. 
— " Penobjcot River divides New- England from Nova-Scotia." N.B. 
The River of St. Croix, more Eaftward, is the Boundary — " Hudfons 
River divides the Southern Parts of New- England from New-York." 
N. B. The dividing Line is 20 Miles Eaft of fludfons River." — Iiis 
enlarging much upon trifling and fabulous Things, to multiply Sheets, 
and his many obvious Inconfiftencies, (hew him to be a Scribbler, and 
no accurate Hiftorian — His Abftraft of the Laws of New-England t 
are from an obfolete old Charter Law-Book. 

A few Inftances of Abfurdities from the Atlas Maritimus et Com- 
ptercialis, printed London 1728, fold to Subfcribers at 3 £. 1 5 J. St.— 
*' New- England is four Governments in one Charter — New- London 
Colony — Connecticut and Ncw-Ha<vcn Colonies, have Rhode- IJland and 
Providence under the fame Jurifdidlion — Turmerick from New-England 
^Moft of the Towns in New-Hampjbire are fortified. — New-York ap- 
ply chiefly to Whale -fiihing, and whale the moft." N. B. They ( .'0 
not whale in any Refpeft. — •* MerimatA River rifes in Nova-Scotia. 
— In the two Colleges of Camlrioge about 400 Students." N. B. 
They exceed 100 Scholars. — " In Niw-England 62 Market Towns 
and 27 fortified Places. — Jtrfies has two Sea- Ports Perth and Amloy." 

JoJ/elin, Hubbard, and Mather's Magnalia, we lhall for the prefect 
defer. 

rarlument 
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Parliament Town of that Name in Lincolnjhire ; being 
joined by fome Adventurers of London and Dorfet/hire, they 
obtained from the Council of Plymouth Mar. 19, 1627,8, 
a Grant in the Fame of fix AfTociates" and their Af 
figns, of all the Lards in New- England from three Miles 
South of Charles R'.ver, to three Miles North of Meri- 
mack River, Eaft arc Weft from Sea to Sea : Thefe fifc 
did aflbciate Twenty more JPeTfbns, and March 4. 1628,9 
obtain'd a Royal Grant with a Charter counterfigned 
JVoolfely ; it is cemmonfy called the old Charter, whereof 
an AbftracT: is as follows, 

King James I. Anno Regni 1 8, Nov. 3, granted by Pa- 
tent to a Council at Plymouth in Devon, and their Affoci- 
ates and Affigns for ever, the Property and Jurifdiclion of 
the hands in America {called New-England) from 40 d. 
N. hat, to 48 d. N. hat. and Easl and Weil from Sea to 
Sea \ if mt poffejfed by any Christian State, nor witbin the 
Limits of a Southern Colony lately granted ; the Quit-Rent 
to be the fifth Part of all their Gold and Silver Ore. This 
Company by Deed granted and fold 19 March, 3 Regni 
Charles I. a Part of their Patent hands to fix Gentlemen, Sir 
Henry Rofwell, &c. their Heirs, Affigns, and Affociates for 
ever, viz. All hands from three Miles Northward of any 
and every Part of Merimack River, to three Miles South- 
ward of any and every Part of Charles River, and of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay, E. and W. from Sea to Sea, with all Jflands 
en the Eastern or Western Coajls. This Grant was confirm- 
ed to thofe fix Gentlemen and their 20 Affociates by Royal 
Charter March 4. 1628,9. ^ e f a ^ 2 ^ Grantees with all 
fuch others as fhall hereafter be admitted and made free of 
the Company, fhall for ever be one Body corporate and poli- 
tick, by the Name of the Governor and Company of 
the Massachusetts-Bay in New-England. The 
Corporation to conjijl of one Governor, one Deputy Governor , 
and eighteen Afiislants,to be annually elecled out of the Free- 
men of the Company ; The King did nominate for the first 
Tear, Matthew Craddock Governor, Thomas Goff Lieu- 
tenant Governor, with 1 8 AJftsJants. The Governor may 

call 
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till anAJfembly at Pleafure* the Governor and Affittants not 
under /even may once a Month meet to do Bujinefs. Four 
great and General Courts or Affemblies of the Freemen an- 
nually, on the lajl Wednefdays of Hillery, Eafter, Trinity, 
and Michaelmas Terms , whereof the Governor and fix of the 
Affittants, at leasl to be /even, || with the Reprefentatives of 
She Town/hips, to admit Freemen, constitute Officers, make 
Laws, but not repugnant to the Statutes of England : An- 
nually upon the lajl Wednefday in Eatter-Term Jhall be an 
Eleclion of General Ajfembly then convened, of a Governor* 
Deputy Governor, 1 8 Affijlants, and all other Officers. Li- 
berty to tranfport from England any People, Effetls, and 
Merchandize free of Cujloms both outward and inward, for 
the firs! feven Tears, and quit from all Taxes and Cujloms 
in New-England ; alfo for the firjl feven Tears, and for 
14 Tears more, excepting the 5 pr Ct. Duty in England, 
upon all Merchandize imported. All born in this Country* 
or in Pajfages to and from the Colony, be de^m* d natural-born 
Subjects of England •, the General Court may make Orders 
and Laws, conslitute Officers ; may impofe Fines, Imprifon- 
inent or other lawful Correction, according to the Courfe of 
other Corporations in England,* ettablifiiing of the Chrijlian 
Faith amongft the Natives is in this Charter declared to be 
the principal End thereof ; may encounter and refijl by Force 
of Arms by Sea or Land, any who pall in a hoflile Manner 
invade faid Plantation ; if any of /aid Colony Jhall injure 
any Subject of Princes in Amity with us, they pall, Procla- 
mation made in England, be required to give Satisfaction, 
and make Rejlitution -, which if not complied with, faid 
Perfons jhall be put out of our Allegiance and Protection* 
end faid Princes Jhall be allowed to profecute faid Offenders 
with Hojlilily — None of our Suljells to be debar* d fifting 
upon the Coajl of New-England, nor from fet ting up Stages 
and fVorkhoufes on Shore, and cutting requifte Timber and 
Wood. 



|| This feems to imply, that they were to meet and vote together. 
* Here Capital Crimes feem no: to be included, 

D d d The 
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The Colony Seal was an Indian erect, naked, an Arrow 
in his right Hand, and a Bow in his left Hand ; thefe 
"Words in a Scrowl from his Mouth, Come over and help 
us \ and in a Round, Sigillum Cub.et Societatis J^Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay in Nova Anglia. 

To render this Hiftory clear and diftinct, we fhall here 
continue the Accounts of the Incidents which happen'd, 
relating to this Charter, down to its being vacated in 
Chancery 1684. 

Anno 1635 feveral Complaints againft the Colony of 
Majfacbufetts-Bay being lodged in the Court of King's 
Bench •, a Quo Warranto was iflued againft the Governor 
and Company of Majfacbufetts-Bay ; fome of the Com- 
pany appear *d and difciaim'd their Charter, others did 
TiOf appear, and were outlaw'd. 

In this Controverfy with Mr. Mafon, Anno 1637 in 
Trinity Term was obtain'd a Judgment from the King's 
Bench, againft the Colony of Majfacbufetts-Bay in Favour 
of the King, viz. That the King fhould feize faid Pro- 
vince, and take their Governor Cradock** Body into Cus- 
tody j but by Reafon of the enfuing civil War Confufi- 
ons, the Charter was never taken up, and from that Time 
to the Reftoration, New-England enjoyed a defirable 
Tranquillity •, and at the Defire of their impotent Neigh- 
bours, the Eaftern Settlers were taken into their Protecti- 
on and Jurifdiction. 

Upon the Reftoration 1661 Gorge and Mafon*s Repre- 
fentatives,renewed their Complaints againft Maffacbufetts- 
Bay Colony, upon Account of Encroachments ; it was 
chiefly in Compaflion that thefe Eaftern People were fas 
abandoned) taken under their Protection and Jurifdiction, 
but moreover, MaJJacbufetts-Bay Colony conceived, that 
k might keep up their Claim, to the moft Northerly Pare 
of Merimack River with three Miles Advantage, and E. 
and W. from Sea to Sea, including all the fettled Part of 
Mafon\ Grant or New-Hampjhire 9 and of the Province of 
Main to Black Point. 

Awiq 1675,6 March 10, ordered by the King in Coun- 
cil, 
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c'il» that MaJJacbufetts-Bay Government, fhould anfwer the 
Complaints of Mafons and Gorge's Heirs, concerning 
their being by faid Government, unjuftly kept out of their 
Right. 

William Stougbton and Peter Bulkley, were fent over as 
Agents ; they difclaimed any Title to thofe Lands in the 
Petition. 

The Lords of the Committee for Trade and Plantati- 
ons, with the Lords chief Juftices Rainsford and North, 
reported to the King in Council, that the Majfachufetts- 
Bay Colony by their Reprefentatives difclaim'd any Title 
to faid Lands in Controverfy i this Report was confirmed 
by the King in Council. 

After the Order of the King in Council July 20. 1677, 
the Afiembly of Maffachufetts Bay paiTed an Acl 1679, 
vacating all fuch Grants as they had made, of Lands be- 
yond the three Miles North of Merimack River. We 
muft obferve, that about this Time, fome of the Majfa- 
cbufetts People, upon Account of the Indian Trade and 
Fifhery, removed to Nevj-Hampjhire and Province of 
Main, and liv'd for fome Time in a feparate State •, but 
from Divifions amongfl themfelves, and from Fear of be- 
ing infulted by the Indians, they put themfelves under the 
Protection and Jurifdidion of the Government of Majfa- 
cbufetts Bay. i652The Inhabitants of New- Hampjhirejx 
Pifcataqua,orMafon's Grant, put themfelves under thePr^- 
te&ion and Government of Majfachufetts Bay, until the 
Time of Cravfield\ being appointed Governor of New- 
Haupjhire. Prefident Cutis and Council, Sept. 18. 1680 
were commiffioned by the King ; before this, there had 
been no Power of Government granted for that Territory 
of New-Hampjbire. We may obferve, that the old Town- 
fhipjof Portfmoutb, Hampton and Dover, were Grants of 
the Maffachufetts Bay AiTembly : Col. ^a.WrewReprefen- 
tative for Dover \ was Speaker of MaJJacbufetts Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 

Anno 1682 May 9. The King in Council further 

inhibits 
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inhibits the Maffachufetts Bay Government, from any Ju-_ 
rifdiction in Mafon's Property. 

The further Account of theDifputes between the Cor- 
poration of Maffachufetts-Bay, and the Heirs of Mr. Ma- 
Jon Proprietors of New-Hampjhire, we refer to the Section 
of N$w '-Hampjbire. 

'Anno 1682 when a defpotick Monarchy was hatching, 
feveral Towns in England, began to furrender their Char- 
ters, by the Perfuafion of Lord chief Juftice Jeffries, a 
Perfon capable of any Wickednefs to gratify the Court ; 
particularly in Cornwall, where are many poor Boroughs, 
For fmaJI Confederations always at the Devotion of the 
Court •, 25 Boroughs brought in their Charters. 

Anno 1683 K. Charles II, by a Meffage to the Gene- 
ral Aflembly of Maffachufetts -Bay, defired, that in Con- 
federation of feveral * Complaints entred againft them, 
they would furrender their Charter to the King'sPleafure, 
which by 3 Vote of General Affembly was refufed. 
/Thereupon in Confequence of a Quo Warranto, and fcire 
facias 1684, in Chancery, in 7W»i/y Term, Judgment was 
entred againft their Charter, and it was vacated, the Co- 
lonies Agents or Attornies not appearing. 

Robert Humphrey, Efq; Agent for Maffachufetts-Bay 
Colony, in his Letter to the Governor and Council, dated 
Inner Temple, May 2. 1685, and read in the General 
Aflernbly July 8. following \\ writes, " The Breaches 
affigned againft you, are as obvious as unanfwerable, fo 
that all the Service your Council and Friends could have 
done you here, would have only ferved to deplore not pre- 
vent that inevitable Lofs •, I fent you the Lord Keeper's 
Order of June 15. 1684, requiring your appearing fird 
Day of Michaelmas Term, elfe Judgment entred againft 

* A Difregard to the Ad.6 of Trade, Perfection of their Fell&yv 
Chriftians, &c. 

f Mr. Humphrey at that Time fceras not to have been a real Frien4 
to New- England. 

your 
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four Charter was to (land. "When this firft Day came, 
your Letters of Attorney neither were, nor indeed could 
be returned : Accordingly, I applied to the Chancery for 
Further Time; where Judgment paiTes by Default, there 
may be a Rehearing. Inftead of fending Letters of At- 
torney, the Colony fent only an Addrefs to the King, with- 
out Colony Seal, or any Subfcription per Order •, there- 
fore it was not prefented ; I herewith fend you a Copy of 
the Judgment againft your Charter. Col. Kirk was fixt 
upon by Charles II. to be your Governor, and James II. 
is faid to have renewed his Patent for your Govern- 
ment." 

Henry Cranfield Governor of the adjoining Province of 
New Hampjhire is faid to have been appointed by Charles 
IT, Governor of New-England ; it is certain his Commifii- 
on was never publifhed, if there was any fuch Patent, it 
dropt by the Death of Charles II ; by Charles II's fudden 
Death, whether natural, or wickedly procured we fhall 
not determine ; this Affair was neglected, and the New- 
England Colonies continued for about two Years more, in 
the Enjoyment of their Charter Privileges. j| 

Jofepb Dudley, Efq; was fent over to the Court of 
England as their Agent in the Charter Affairs ; but as be- 
ing a Native of New England, and a cunning Man, it was 
thought by the Court that he was the proper Perfon to 
Facilitate and to introduce anew Adminiftration, or Form 
of Government •, accordingly in April 1686 he was ap- 
jpointed Prefident with a Council to govern New- England; 
he arrived at Bofton in June following •, the/e were no 
confiderable Acts of Government in his Time : In De- 



ll Plymouth Colony had the fame Fate with Majfachufetts-Bay Co- 
lony in the Affair of Charters ; Conntftkut and Rhode- Jjland Colonies 
fubmitted by Refolve of their Aflemblies to the King's Pleafure, and 
for two Years and a half were under the Government of Sir Edmund 
jndrofs, without being required to furrender their Charter ; upon the 
Revolution, as their Charter had never been vacated by Law, nor fur- 
rendred, they were allowed by the Court of England, to reaflume their 
Charters, and continue in the full Enjoyment thereof to this Day. 

cmhtr 
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cember of the fame Year, arrives Sir Edmund Andres Go- 
vernor of New-England, with Nicholfcn Lieut.-Governor, 
and two independent Companies of Soldiers, and Prefix 
dent Dudley was appointed chief Juftice. 

The New-England Charters being laid afide ; the Go- 
vernor and Council (6 or 7 Perfons, generally Strangers) 
had the legiflative and executive Power or Government: 
they afted many unjuft and oppreffive Things -, for In- 
itance, in Property, they alledged, that the People's Con- 
veyances were not according to 'he Laws of England, and 
that upon their Charter ceafing, their rormer Titles ceas- 
ed •, and obliged them to take out new Grants or Titles 
at high Rates and extravagant Fees ; particularly the 
King affumed theabfolute Government, and the Property 
of the unappropriated Lands, the granting of Lands, 
raifing of Taxes, making of Laws, with the executive 
Part likewifc. 

Upon the Arrival in April 1689 in Bojlon, of the News 
of a thorough Revolution in England, there was a Kind 
of popular Infurrection in Bofion againft the Governor Sir 
Edmund Andros and his Officers, who furrendred and 
were fent Home ; a Convention of the principal Gen- 
tlemen of the Colony was held in Bojlon, who appointed 
a Council,&';»0» Bradjlreet Prefident,or Committee for the 
Safety of the People, and Confervation of the Peace ; 
and fummoned a Convention of the Reprefentatives of 
the People ; accordingly at firfl Meeting 66 Reprefenta- 
tives of 44 Towns and Diftricts were prc^nt, and May 
24, there were Reprefentatives from 54 Plac -, they re- 
folved that the Governor, Deputy-Governor, \fliftants, 
and other Officers, as chofen May 12, 1686 fhe'd act in 
their refpective Stations, viz. Simon Bradjlreet Governor, 
Thomas Serjeant Major- General, Ijaac Adington Secretary, 
John Philips Treafurer, Thomas Danforth Prefident of the 
Province of Main, &c. Thomas Oakes was Speaker of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives-, they refolved upon fix Rates of 
Taxes, whereof one Rate was to be in Provifions ; all this 
was tranfa&ed with Subrniflion to the King and Queen's 
Pleafure when notified. It 
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Tt was propofed by a Writ of Error to have a kehear- 
ijio cone ruing the New-England Charters,in Wefiminjier- 
Hall ; but this was dropt. There was a Bill brought into 
the Convention Parliament, for reftoring the New-Eng- 
land Charters ; it parted the lower Houfe, but the Con- 
vention being dilTolred focn after, it dropt. Upon grant- 
ing the new Charter, the King allowed the Agents for 
Majfacbufetts-Ba\ ro nominate their firft Governor-, they 
nominate, d Sir Wilham Phipps. 

The further provincial Proceedings we defer to the nexC 
Article. 

The Boundary Lines of Old Majfacbufetts-Bay Colony. 

The Southern Line is, 1. With the late Plymouth Co- 
lony 41 Miles; being 15 Miles due W; 23 Miles W. 18 
d. S, fee P. 401, and W. 7 d. N. 3 Miles and half; upon 
this Line lie the Townfhipsof Hingbam, Weymouth, Brain* 
tree, and Stougbton. 2. * The Line with Rhode- Jjland 
Colony, from the Tnterfection of the North and South 
Line from Patuket Falls to Majjachufetts-Bay South Line, 
as fettled by Agreement of the two Colonies May 14. 
1 7 19, and afterwards confirmed by the King in Council, 
is W. 7 d. N. about 20 Miles to the N. W. Corner of 
Rhode- IJland, being a Production of Connecticut and Rhode- 
Jjland N. and S. Line, as fettled by Agreement of thefe 
two Colonies Anno 1738. N. B. Here the Differences 
of Variation allowed per Agreement with Rhode- Jjland o& 
W. 7 d. N. and with Connecticut of W. 9 d. N. occafions 
a Notch of 1 Mile and 40 Rod in the Towniliipof Doug- 
lafs, from the Rhode- Jjland N. W. Corner to the Connec- 
ticut N. E. Corner ; upon this Line lie the Townfhips of 
Wrentham, Bellingbam, Uxbridge, and Douglafs. 3. The 



* Maflachufctts bouth Line was let off according to the Letter of 
}he Charter, from 3 Miles South of the Head of Stop River in Wrcn- 
tham, being the moll Southerly Branch of Cbarlts River ; it falls into 
the main Body of Charles' River at Mtdjdd, ' 

Line 
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Line with f Conneclicut, run y/w/0 1 7 1 3 from faid N. E. 
Corner of Connect cut W. 9 d. N. to the N. W. Corner 
of Conneclicut 72 Miles; viz. From faid N. E. Cprner of 
Conneclicut to Conneclicut River ( 90 Rod North of the 
N. E. Corner of Suffield) 38 Miles, and from thence to 
Conneclicut N. W. Corner 34 Miles, in all 72 Miles upon. 
Conneclicut ; this Line was * fettled per Agreement, and 
afterwards confirmed by the King in Council : Upon this 
Line lie the Townfhips of Dudley, Woodftock indented, 
Stur bridge, Brimfield, Somers and Enfield indented, Suffield 
indented, Weftfield, Bedford, Houfatonicks No's 3 and 2, 
and Sheffield. 

As an Equivalent, for fome indented Lands properly 
belonging to the Colony of Conneclicut, but fettled, and 
for fome Time aflumed under the Jurifdi&ion of Maffa- 
ehufetts-Bay ; Anno 1 713 the Province of Maffachufetts- 
Bay allowed the Property, but not Jurifdiction of fome 
of their vacant Province Lands, containing 105,793 A- 
cres in four feparate Parcels ; thefe equivalent Lands were 
fold at pubfick Vendue by the Colony of Conneclicut A- 
prii 25. 1 7 16 for 683 £. New-England Currency in 16 
Shares, viz. Gurdon Saltonftall Governor of Conneclicut, 
Mrs. Saltonftall, Paul Dudley, Addington Davenport, fh$- 
tnas Fitch, Anthony Stoddard, William Brattle Minifter, 
Ebenezer P ember ton a Minifter of the Gofpel, William 
and Jofeph Dummer's each one half of a Share, Jonathan 
Belcher, John White, William Clark near Bqfton common, 
John Wainwright, Henry Newman and John Cafwall, each 
one third of a Share, Nath. Gould, and Peter Burs each 
one half of a Share, John Stoddard and Elijba Williams, 

f Iti N. Lat. 42 d. 2 m. as obferved by the ingenious, learned and 
inquifitive Gentleman William Burnet, Efq; fometirae Governour of 
New York, and afterwards Govsrnour of the Province of Maffachufetts- 
Bay ; a worthy Son of the worthy pious and honeft, though political 
Bifhop Burnet. 

* A late Petition to the General Court or General AfTembly for the 
indented Townfhips of Majfachufetti-Bay, to be fet off to the Jurif- 
di&ion of Camefticut is idle and vain; becaufe the Jurifdiftion has been 
fome Years fines finally ifiued by the King in Council. 

icacftJ 
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each one halfof aShare, and toJohnRead oneShare : About 
40,000 Acres of thefe Lands by the Jate Settlement of 
a Line with New-Hampjhire fall into the Jurrfdiction of 
New Hampfljire upon Connecticut River above Northfida. 

The Weft Line of Maffachufe Its-Bay hitherto is not 
fettled ; the People of New York pretend that their Eaft 
Line is Cpnneclicut River*,becaufe the Dutch Colony, their 
Predeceffors extended their Pretentions fo far, and had 3 
confiderable Trade in Connecticut River : But we may ob- 
ferve, that fome Years fince, Anno 1725 when New-Tark 
and Connecticut fettled their Line, which v*as afterwards 
(Confirmed by the King in Council ; their fundamental 
Agreement was, that this Boundary Line mould be at 
go Miles Eaft of Hudfon's River, and parallel with faid 
River •, therefore naturally this Line in the fame Circum- 
stances muft extend Northward, and bound Msjjachufdls- 
Bay and Ncw-llampjhire Provinces. 

The f North and Eaft Lines have been in continued 
Difputes in oppofite Claim?, of Mafj'achufet! s- Bay and 
New I lamp/hire. Anno 1739 The King in Council, 
upon Appeals from the Judgment of Commiffioners (per 
Agreement of both Parties ) appointed under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain, finally determined the fame. 

As all difputable Claims are now extinguished, we may 
reckon them as obfolete •, but for the curious (Antiqua- 
ries perhaps may be an improper Term in a young Co- 
lony) we mall give fome fuccinfl Hiftory of thofe Claims. 

It is frequently very difficult, and almoft impofible to 
reconcile the Letter of the Boundaries of two old Grants -, 
becaufe generally more was granted, than had been fur- 
veyed, or perhaps more than had been difcovered •, there- 
fore the Lines were ill exprefs d, in loofe general Term?, 



* Whkj | ie of the NcJJackttfitts-Bay People in fettling 

Jiou/atomci T6wrilhips \\?er Court in an Aflion' or 

CO tome Dutchmen from my Lj.J l 
Covt-rnor of Ni 

f It vvaa ■ to rpfcr the HKlory of this Line to the Seiftiou 

.: it feems more natural!/ to fall in this I . 

E e e rind 
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and frequently interfering •„ which cannot be adjufted but 
by amicable voluntary Conventions and Agreements of 
the Parties concerned ; to be explained and confirmed by 
the King in Council,, the original Granter. 

Immediately upon the Royal Grant or Patent to the 
New- England Company, called the Council of Plymouth ; 
that Council granted to Sir Ferdinando Gorge Governor 
of the Fort or Plymouth, and fometime Prelident of faid 
Council,, and to Mr. Mafon Merchant of London their 
Secretary, jointly ; from Neumkeag or Salem River to gue- 
nebec River along the Sea fhorc, and fixty Miles inland : 
Soon after, they had feparatc Grants of Separate Parcels 
of Land ; here, we are only to relate the Difputes with 
Mr. Mafon's Heirs and Afiigns,. and in the Section of 
New-Hampjhire rnuft be referred to. 

Anno 1 62 1 March 9. The Council of Plymouth grant- 
ed to John Maf.on y Efq; of London, their Secretary, his 
Heirs and Affigns, a Tract of Land from Neumkeag to 
Menmack River. Anno 1629 they granted to Ditto a 
Tract -j- of Land, between Merimack River and Pifcata- 
$ua River, 60 Miles up each River, and thefe to be bound- 
ed by a Line acrofs from River to River. Both thefe 
Grants were joined in anew Grant 1635 April 22, from 
the Council of Plymouth to faid Mafon, viz. 60 Miles up 
Neumkeag River, &c. and from the Entrance of Neum- 
keag (a Creek between Salem and Beverley) round by the 
Sea- In ore to the middle Entrance of Pifcataqua River, ur> 
Pifcataqza River, and Newichawennock River to the Head 
thereof, and thence North Weft ward till 60 Miles be ac* 
complimed % and crofs from the Termination of each of 
thefe 60 Miles;, to be called New-Hampfhire. Anno 1635. 
Augujl 19 K. Charles by Patent confirms this Grant called 
New Hampjkire, with Power of Government and Jurif- 
ciidion (as in the Palatinate or Bifhoprick of Durham) 
wish Power of conferring Honours. 



-f- This Patent is pofterior to that of Majfacbufetts-Bay 1628,9, and 
tJer-efore void,, as to the Lands between Nenmksag.vaAMerimack River. 

lie 
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The Complaints from Time to Time of Mr. Ma fan's 
Heirs to the King in Council, and the Determinations 
thereupon, have been already related in p. 410 •, we fhali 
now mention fome very large private Claims from Indian 
Grants where both Colonies of Maffacbufetts-Bay and 
NewHampfiire were fuppofed to be concerned in Pro- 
perty as well as in Jurifdi&ion. 

Anno 1629 the Chiefs of the Indians of Merimack Ri- 
ver fold to John Wheelwright and others of the MaJJa- 
chufetts-Bay Colony, all that Land beginning " at the 
End of 20 Miles N.W. from Pantucket Falls, and thence 
running a N. E. Line to interfect Merimack and Pifcata- 
qua Rivers, and thefe two Rivers to be the Bounds of it, 
from that Line to the Sea." This, together with other 
Lands, included all the late Province of New-Hampjhire-, 
the Claim was revived by Mr. Cooke, and others about 30 
Years fince,when fome Zrr/ftPrefbyterians petitioned both 
Aflemblies of Maffachu/ettsBay and of New Hawpfiire, 
for a Settlement or Townfhip of Lands ; thefe Emigrants 
are fettled upon Part of thofe Lands by Charter or Grant 
from the Governor and Council of New Hampfl/ire \ their 
Townfhip is called Londonderry (formerly Nuffield) and 
ftourifties much -, they are a noted Pattern and Example 
of Induftry and Frugality, particularly they excel in the 
Fabrick or Manufacture of Linnen Cloth : May the o- 
ther Townfliips of New- England copy from them 1 This 
Townfhip lies a few Miles Eaft of Panluht Falls of Me- 
rimack River. 

Anno 1683, a large Tract of Land called the Million 
Purchafe both Sides of Merimack River above Souhngeii 
River, was granted by the Sachems of the IVeymafet or 
Lower River Indians, and the Penycook or upper River 
Indians, to Jonathan Tyng of Dunjlable for valuable Con- 
fiderations. This Trad of Land extended upon the Weft 
Side of Merimack River, from the Mouth of Soughagen 
River, where it falls into Merimack River, fix Miles and 
a half up faid Souhagen or Souhegonack River, thence N. 
2D d. Wcftward, ten Miles, thence in a direct Line 

frciri 
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Northward as far as the moft Southerly End or Part ("mean- 
ing I fuppofe the Production Weftward of a Line from 
the Southerly End of faid Pond) of the great Pond or 
Lake commonly called Wcnapefwche Lake •, extended 
upon the Eaft Side of Merhnack River from Brentonh 
Lands or Farm (in Litchfield) fix Miles in Breadth Eafl- 
ward, and thence running in a direct Line Northward 
unto and as far as the moil Southerly End or Part of We- 
tiepafiocbe Lake j neither of thefe Weft or Eaft Lines to 
come nearer to the River of Merimack than fix Miles ; 
an Indian Plantation of three Miles fquare is refcrved. 
Thefe Lands were convcy'd in feveral Parcels, and at 
fundry Times to certain Perfons by Transfers, Anrio 1684, 
1685 ar) d 16S6 •, of which Transfers fomc were acknow- 
ledged before the Magiftrates of the Adminiftration of 
the old Colony of MaJJacbufetls-Bay, and fome before 
ihefc of K. James IPs Reign. After thefe Conveyances 
and Transfers were confirmed by Robert Tufton Mafon 
Proprietor of New Hampjhire April 15. 1686, fo far as 
falls within the Royal Grant of New- Hampjhire, at a Quit- 
rent, of \o f. St. per An. when demanded j they were 
regulated into 20 equal Shares, viz. 

yofepb Dudley Samuel Sbrimpton Jcbn Black-well 

Charles Lidget William St ought on Peter Bulkeley 

John UJIoer Richard Wharton William Blathwayi 

Edward Randolph Thomas Henchman Jonathan Tyng 

John Hubbard Tbaddeus Macarty Daniel Cox 

Robert Tkompfon Edward T'hcmpfon 

and three other Perfons to be hereafter named and agreed 
uDon •, no Benefit of Survivorfhip \ to be divided as foon 
a?, may be, and each Share may take up 5000 Acres at 
Difcretion for theprefent ; thefe Grants and Regulations 
wr:e al(b confirmed July 12. 1686 (and entred November 
o. following) by Jo[eph Dudley Prefident, and by trie Coun- 
cil of \)h Majrft-y's Territory and Dominion of New- 
JLngland in America \ 'with an Addition of. the Townftup 
' w of 
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of Concord, Chelmsford, Grotcn, Lane after, Stow, and Bun- 
jhble, and 12 Miles more of Land. This Claim was in 
e Manner revived about 28 Years fince, but Toon drop* -, 
it is now again revived by an Advertifement in the Bofton 
Gazette of June 21. 1748. Thefe Lands at prefent are 
in the Jurifdiction of New-Hampjhire, and mull be claim'd 
in that Province. 

Not many Years fince Mrs. Rand from New-England, 
Hcireft or Reprefentative of Thomas Goffe, one of the 26 
original Patentees or Proprietors of Majfacbufetts-Bay 
Grant, cntred a Claim in Chancery accordingly, and gave 
fome Difturbance to the Majfacbufetts-Bay VefTels in the 
River Thames in London, by entring a ne exeat in Chan- 
cery ; pretending they were the Produce of that Colony, 
which the 26 original Proprietors had never jointly afllgned 
to theSettlcrs-, but upon her Death,and none of the Heirs of 
the other original Proprietors appearing, the Affair dropt •, 
and the Settlers by their Representatives in General Ai- 
lembly, continue in quiet PofTeifion by Prefcription. 

For many Years there had been a Difpute concerning 
the North Boundary of Majfacbufetts-Bay Colony with 
New-Hampjhire ; New-Hampjhire claim'd, from three 
Miles North of the middle Channel of the Mouth of Mer- 
rimack River due Weft, until it meet with other Britijh 
Governments •, Majjachujetts-Bay claim'd, from three 
Miles North of the Black Rock where Merrimack River 
emptied it felf into the Ocean, when the Charter was 
granted •, thence running at three Miles Diftance parallel 
with the River, to three Miles North of the Fork or 
Crotch where this River firft receives the Name Merimack, 
and from thence due Weft to the South Sea or to any of 
his Majefty's other Territories. 

f Anno 1 73 1, the General AfTembly of New-Hamp- 
jhire 



■f I have 'h-i n the more particular in this Affair, that it may ferve, 
by Way of Inllancc^ (0 illufiratc the Length of Time required to 

bring 
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Jhire appointed Mr. Rindge their Agent, to follicit at 
Home, for fettling their Boundaries with the Province of 
Majfacbufetts-Bay ; 1733 the Petition was preiented ; 
1734 Jan. 5. the Board of Trade and Plantations, fent 
to the Attorney and Sollicitor-General, this Qiieftion, 
" From what Part of Merimack River, the three Miles 
" Limitation ought to be taken ?" March 19, the Re- 
port was, " From three Miles North of the Mouth of 
Merrimack River." 1737 April 9. by the Confent of 
both Parties, a Commiffion under the great Seal was iffued 
to fome Gentlemen of the Councils in the neighbouring 
Provinces to hear and judge in the Affair. The Com- 
miffioners met at Hampton in New-Hampjhire Auguft r . 
and gave their Determination Sept. 2 ; both Parties ap- 
peal'd to the King in Council, and the Commiflioners ad- 
journed themfelves to Auguft 1, 1738, to receive the King's 
Pleafure. 1739 March 5, the Appeals were heard before 
the proper Committee of Privy Council, and afterwards 
their Report was heard before the King in Council, where 
the Affair was finally determined. Conform to this De- 
termination the Lines were run by the Province of New- 
Hampjhire ex parte, the Maffacbujetts-Bay Government re- 
fufed to join in the Survey •, the Line between New- 
Bampjhire and the Province of Main by Mr. Bryant ; 
the Line parallel with, and at three Miles (on the North 
Side) Diftance from the River Merrimack by Mr. Mit- 
chell, and the Line from Pantucket Falls Station W. 10 d. 
N. to New York Eaft Line by Mr. Hazen. Thefe Lines 
or Surveys were"m May 1741 lodged with the Records of 
both Provinces. 

We come now to delineate the Northerly Line of Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay Province. The Commiffioners for fettling 
of it 1737 put it thus, •* If the fame Lands were grant- 
bring Plantation Affairs to an Iflue at the Court of Great -Britain. 
The Affair of the Boundaries between Lord Baltimore of Maryland, 
a d the Ptyiti of Penyjhania is of a much longer Handing, and not as 
■ yet iifued. 

ecl 
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tl cd by W. and M. Charter, as by that of Charles I ; 
then this Line mould run 3 Miles North from the Black 
Rock at theMouthof the River Merimack, and parallel with 
the River to three Miles North of the Crotch where the 
Rivers of Winnepafiake and Pemegawaffet meet, and 
thence due Weft : But if otherwife, then the Line is 
to begin at three Miles North from the Mouth of 
faid River, and run from thence due Weft : Upon 
the Appeals the King in Council iflued the Cafe in nei- 
ther of thefe Ways ; but that after the Parallel was car- 
ried fo far as the Flexure of the River at Pantucket Falls, 
it fhould proceed no further v becaufe if the parallel Line 
were to be continued further, it would be Eaft 3nd not 
North from the River ; the Courfe of the River from 
this FJcxure becoming North and South ; and from a 
Station three Miles North of the Flexure or Falls, the 
Line to runW. 10 d. N. by Compafs, to New-York Eaft 
Line. 

Mr. Mitchell's Line parallel with Merrimack River be- 
gins at three Miles North of a Black Rock, to Pantucket 
Station being W. 9 d. S. by Compafs, 27 Miles. This 
parallel Line paffes through and cuts off Part of the fol- 
lowing Townftiips of Maffachufetls-Bay Government, viz. 
Salifbury, Amefbury, Haverhill, Methuen, Dracut,and Not- 
tingham •, the Colony of Majjachufetts-Bay had extended 
thefe Townfliips beyond the three Miles North of Mer- 
rimack, not fo much upon Account of their having af- 
fumed the JurifdicYion of that Country, at the Time of 
granting thefe Townftiips, but chiefly becaufe they -were 
Indian Grants to Majfachufctts People. 

Mr. Hazenh Line from Pantucket Station three Miles 
Eaft of Merrimack River, runs W. 10 d. N. by Compafs 
to cut Connecticut River (1 Mile and 3 qrs.North of North- 
field Meeting-Houfe •, and about 10 Miles South of Fort 
Dummer) 5 qMWes 58Rod -, thence toNew-York Line f2o 
MilesEaft from//tf^/fa'sRiver,36 Miles 6oRod,in all about 
9oMiles. ThisLine continued falls in with/fa^/ow'sRiver G 
MiJes above Albany Church, and a little below the Mouth of 

Mohawks 
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Mohawks River. This Line paflcs through, and takes 
off from the Majfachnfetts-Bay Jurisdiction, fome Parts 
of the following Townfhips and Lands, viz. Dunflable, 
Groton, Town/end,* Ipfwicb new Townfhip, Canada to 
Rowley, fome Province vacant Lands, Canada to Sylve/ler 
and others, Canada to Roxbury, Wincbefter, Northfidd, 
Fall-fight Townfhip, Bojion new Townfhip No. 2, and 
Province vacant Lands to New-York Eaft Line. 

The Sea-Line of the old Colony of MaJfacbufcttsBay 
does not exceed 80 Miles. 

The fuperficial Land Contents of faid Colony we may 
eftimate in this Manner. 1. Its Northerly Line in a di- 
rect Courfe, North Side of Merrimack River W. 9 d. S. 
toPantucket Station is 27 Miles, thence W. 10 d. N. to 
New-Tork Eaft Line are about 90 Miles, being in all a- 
bout 117 Miles. 2. Its Southerly Line is from Conohajjet 
Rocks to the Notch in Bridgwater 1 5 Miles, thence W. 
1 8 d. South to the Station Tree 23 Miles, thence W. 7 d, 
N. to Rhode-IJland N. W. Corner, which is nearly the 

* A few Years fince, the General AfTembly of the Majfacbiifetis- 
Bay, was in the Humour of diftributing the Property of much vacant 
Or Province Land ; perhaps in good Policy and Forefight, to fecure 
to the Majfachufetts People, by Poffe'fiion, the Property of Part of 
fome controverted Lands ; accordingly it came to pafs, that upon a 
royal Commiffion from the Court of Great-Britain, to determine this 
Controverfy, the Jurifdidion but not the Property was allotted to New- 
Hampjhire, or rather to the Croivn. Some of thefe Grants called 
Townfhips, were to the Inhabitants of the feveral old Townfhips v.g. 
to Bojlon three Townfhips, to Ipfwich one, &c ; Nine Townfhips were 
voted, but only 7 granted, to the Dependents of the Naraganfet or 
Pequod Indian War Soldiers 1637, called Naragan/et Townfhips ; 9 
Townfhips were granted to the Heirs of the Militia or Soldiers who 
went againfl Canada Anno 1690, and are called Canada Townfhips. 
A Parcel of thefe Townfhips the furtheft up in the Country, run W. 
5 and half d. S. acrofs from Merimack River 35 Miles to Connefticut 
Kiver, as a Barrier againft the Indians, they are called the double 
Line of Towns ; whereof No. 3, 8, and 9, are very mountainous, 
rocky a nd ftony, not capable of Settlement,- No. 4 and 7, are the befl 
Lands. 

At prefent there remains in the Territory of Old MaJfacbufettslBay 
Colony, vacant or provincial Lands, not exceeding the Value of fix 
Townfhips of fix Miles fijuart «ach. 
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fame with Connecticut N. E. Corner 24 Miles, || thence 
W. 9 d. N. to Connecticut N. W. Corner 70 Miles, being 
in all about 132 Miles. 3. The Meridian Diftance 
from the abovefaid Northerly and to the Southerly Line 
is about 47 Miles. Thefe 47 Miles multiplied into 125 
which is nearly the Medium between the Northerly and 
Southerly Line, produces 5,875 fquare Miles which arc 
3,760,000 Acres. f 

As to the Situation of this American Province of 
Majfacbufetts-Bay in New- England, upon the Surface of 
the terreftrial Globe ; we fhall obferve that BOSTON 
the chief Town or Metropolis of New- England ,from the 
Obfervations of the late ingenious Mr. Thomas Robie FeN 
low of Harvard alias Cambridge College of New England 

|| This Line by a Production of about 20 Miles falls in with Hud- 
fan's River, about half a Mile below the Mouth of Efopus River. 

\ By a late Determination of the King in Council, theProvince of* 
lAaffachufetts Bay, has loft of its claim'd Lands, about one half in 
Number of Acres ; thus eftimated j the Southerly Line of the claim'd 
Lands difunited from MaJJachuJetts, is 1 17 Miles ; the Northerly Line 
is from Endicot\ Tree, three Miles North cf the Fork of Merrimack 
River, 35 Miles to Connetticut River, and thence to Ncnu-Tork Eaft 
Line about 60 Miles, being in ail about 95 Miles, whereof a Medium 
Extent Eaft and Weft is 106 Miles, this multiplied inro 55 Miles, the 
Meridian Diftance between Pantucket Fills and End'uofs, Tree, gives 
5,830 fquare Miles, which are 3,731,200 Acres. 

There are fome aclual Surveys of Extents which ought not to be 
loft in Oblivion ; as for Inftance, from Merr:mac\ River due Weft to 
Groton Meeting- Houfe are 12 Miles ; from GroteA Meeting Houfe 
(as furveyed by Col. Stoddard, Major FuUnttn, and Mr. Bright, by 
Order of the General Aflembly) to Northfold Meerir^-Houfe W. 16 
d. N. by Compafs, are 41 Miles and half; from Deep-fold Meeting- 
Houfe near ComteSiicut River, a little higher, to rch upon 

the Weft Side of Hudfons River, W. 12 and half d. N. are 57 Miles 
20 Rod. From fu'ch aclual Surveys the publick Reads may be laid out 
to better Advantage than at prefent : lor lnftat:cc, the prefent Road 
from Bojlon to Albany (this is the Road to Monreal in Canada J bv Way 
of Springfield, the Houfatonirk', and Kindnhcok is about 20O Miles • 
a new and better Road, but nOt as yet well improvd, is via Lancdfltr 
and Nicbaivog to Sunderland upon Connecticut River 84 Miles, and from 
Decrfold a little higher Co Albany are $j Mild*, being in all only about 
150 Miles. v ; 

F f f determined 
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determined it to be in 42 d. 25 m. N. Lat. and t Weft 
from London 4 h, 46 m, which is W. Long. 71 6. 

?& genera! Hiftory under the old Charter Adminifiratioti 

continued. 

This Charter was dated March 4. 1628,9-, by Charter 
Mr. Cradock was nominated their firft Governor, but by 
Reafon of his advanced Age he declined going over ; 
and Mr. Endicot Deputy-Governor, but being of no 
Note, he was dropt ; the Company in London chofe 
John fVinthrop Governor, and Thomas Dudley Deputy- 
Governor. 

Anno 1629, the Company fent over 350 People, ir5 
Neat Cattel, fome Horfes, Sheep, and Goats (mod of 
this Stock died in the Paflfage) 6 Pieces of Cannon with 
Stores, they landed at Neumkeag, now Salem, June 24. 
1629 ; Mr. Endicot their Leader, gave it the Name 
Salem. 

1 630 Tn April Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Dudley with forne 
of the Adventurers and Afliftants, many Settlers and Ser- 
vants, Provifions and Stores,in all 17 Ships were fent over 
this Year : Of the Settlers about 100 died the firft Year, 
and the Survivors * fuffered much for Want of Provifi- 
ons. 



f By the fame Eclipfe of the Moon March 15. 17 17 obferved by 
CaJJlnt and De la Hire at Paris (which is 9 m. 40 Seconds in Time 
Eaft from London) and by Mr. Robie at Cambridge of New- England. 
Two Obfervarions, do better afcertain the Difference of Time between 
two remote- Places, than an Observation in one Place, and a Calculation 
«nly for the other. 

* Deputy -Governor t)udlty March z8. 1-631", wrote Home to his 
Friends in England, ** The 180 Servants which we had fent over, we 
could not avoid giving, them all their Liberty, though they coll us from 
id to 20 jT. St. a Perfon, not having Bread Kind for a Fortnight. If 
any comes co this Settlement to plant for worldly Ends (but if for fpi- 
ritual he may do well) that can live well at Home, he commits an 
Error, of which he will foon repent him ; we fail'd of our Expefra- 
•aa to our great Damage. People of E^gland^ who are endued with 

Grace, 
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<5M. After a chargeable, long and tedious Voyage, they 
landed at Salem ; they difliked Salm> and chofe to fettle 
t;here the Land was better; they proceeded to the Mouth 
of f Charles River further up the Bay, here fome fettled 
and called it Charles-Town •, fome fettled at Sagus River, 
now !)»», fome at Myjlick River, now Medfcrd\ thefe 
two Settlements are between Salem and Charles-Town ; 
fome from Charles-Town croflfed over and fettled upon a 
Peninfula, now called Boston, the Metropolis of Britijb 
America •, fome fettled from Charles-Town Weft ward at 
Newtown and Watertown : Some from Bcjlon fettled two 
Miles Weft Southward, and called it Roxbury, becaufe 
rocky Ground. Some fettled four Miles South from 
Bofion and called it Dorchejler y they were moftly Weft- 
Country-Men. Newbury fettled 1635* 

Being fickly, and fearing the Seventy of the Winter, 
many were difcouraged •, about 100 Perfons returned with 
the Ships to England, fome Libertines went to a fmall 
Settlement which had been made at Pi feat aqua without 
this Jurifdiction. From fetting out April 30, to December 
Following died upwards of 200 Perfons. 

Anno 1 63 1 Freemen were firft admitted, and here the 
old Charter Law-Book begins -, preceeding May 163.1, 
admitted about 390 Freemen •, preceeding 164.1, about 
4000 Settlers came from England ; for the twenty fol 
lowing Years, the Independent Manner in Religion wa* 



Grace, and furnifhed with Means to find their Families for 18 Month', 
and to build and plant, let them come. In the Beginning of our Set 
tlcmcnts we had great Sickueis and Mortality, as well as the Settlers 
of Ntnv Plymouth, which teemed to proceed from Want of warm 
Lodging and good Diet ; they who landed in Summer died oi 1 fieri 
from the Heats j they who landed inWinter, as tliofcof AY-if- Plymouth, 
died of the Scui vy. 

■\ It was fo called home Years before this Settlement. 

* Here I could proceed, and give the Kiltoty of the firft fettling 

2nd progrcflivc Improvements of motl Townlhips in the Province of 

tts-Bay ; but this would be of too private and confined a 

Nature, to be admitted into a general Summary, and could require 

uor of bat a few Reader.*. 

fafhionaUc 
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falhionable at Home, and more People went Home from 
New-England then came abroad to New-England. After 
the Rcjt oration the Epifcopal Church of England again be- 
came rigid, and many Diffenters came over with their 
Miniftevs -, thus Mr. Allen was appointed Minifter of 
Bofton, Mr. Lee of Brijlol, Mr. Zte;/<9 of Water town, &c. 
The affiduous and well qualified Agent Bummer in his 
ingenious and politick Piece publifhed in London ij2i y 
jn Defence of the New-England Charters, when ail Char- 
ter and Proprietary Governments were in Danger of be- 
ing annihilated, by a Bill brought into the Houfe of 
Commons of Great- Britain ; he writes, " That the Ex- 
pence of fettling the Maffachufetts-Bay Colony for the 
Brft twelve Years, was about 200,000 £. Sterling ; that 
the Settlers were neither neceffitous nor Criminals.'* 

¥he HijloA of their fuccejjive Governors is as follows,^ 

1630 The Company of Maffachufetts-Bay Adventur- 
ers in London, chofe for their Governor, John Wjn- 
throp a Lawyer, Son of Adam Winthrop of Groton in 
Suffolk ; he brought over with him to New-England the 
Proceeds of an Eilate of 600 to 700 £. St. per An. was 
almod annually elected Governor till his Death •, he was 
very charitable, particularly in diftributing his medicinal 
Van Hclmont Nohrmns to the Poor. His Son was very 
initrumentai in procuring the Connecticut Charter, and was 
annually chofen their Governor during his Life. His 
Granrifon was fome Time Major-General of the Colony, 
and Chief Juftice or Judge, he died 1 7 17. To his Great 
Grand fon John, was dedicated theXLth Vol. of the Phi- 
losophical Tranfaclicns of the London Royal Society, he 
died lately in London. 

1636, In Oppoiition to Mr. Winthrop, Henry Vane 
Son of Sir Henry Vane was chofen Governor ; he came 
over an cnthufiaftick rigid Puritan ; his Conduct was dif- 
agrceable to the People, he was dropt the Year following 
and Mr. Winthr'op' chofen as formerly. He was after- 
wards 
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wards Member of the Long Parliament in Engla nd, and 
executed as a Traitor 1662 JEt. 50. 

1645 Thomas Dudley was elected Governor, Mr. 
Wintbrop Deputy-Governor : Mr. Dudley was born at 
Northampton, he was a Puritan, and bred in the 
Army, he was about 10 Years Steward to the Earl 
of Lincoln, he came over Deputy-Governor 1630, and 
was at Times chofen Major- General of the Colony •, he 
died in Roxbury July 31. 1652, Ait. yy. His Son Jofepb 
Dudley fuftain'd many great and arduous Polls, Colony 
Agent, Prefident of the Council, Chief Juftice, Member 
of Parliament in England, and Governor of the Province 
of Maffacbufetts-Bay, as fhall be in Courfe related more 
at large. His Grandfon Paul Dudley Efq; is the prefent 
Chief Juftice of the Province of MaJ[achufetts-Bay, of 
long Experience in the Laws and Cultoms of the Pro- 
vince •, he is noted abroad in the World, by fome inge- 
nious Pieces, relating to the natural Hiftory of New-Eng- 
land publi flied in the Philofopbical Tranfaftions of the 
London Royal Society for the Years 1720 and 1721. 

1 653 JohnEndicot was chofenGovernor,he died 1 665. 

1665 Richard Bellingham, a Lawyer, a very old 
Man, was elected, he had been an Afliftant or Magiftrate 
30 Years before •, he was chofen Governor for feven Years 
ibcceffively, he died 1671 Mt. 80. He had formerly 
been Treafurer of the Province, he was very fevere againit 
Anabaptifts and Quakers, his Memory is perpetuated by 
the Townfhip of Bellingham, being called after his Name. 

1671 Was chofen John Leverett, he was annu- 
ally continued Governor till Death 1676 in the Autumn. 
His Father Thomas Leverett with his Family removed 
1633 from Bofton in Lincoln/hire of Old England, to New 
England. 

1676 Simon Bradstreet was elected Governor, he 
was annually rechofen till Anno 1686; the Charter being 
vacated, he was fuperfeded by Prefident Dudley : Upon 
the Revolution in New- England April 1689, fubfequent 
to and conftquent pf the Revolution in England Nov. 

1688 ; 
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1688 ; by the Advice and Direction of the principal In- 
habitants of the Colony, with the other Colony Officers^ 
as elected 1686; he reafTumed the Government, till the 
Arrival of the new Charter May 1692 this was approv- 
ed of and confirmed by W. and Af., He was born in 
Lincoln/hire, had been a Fellow of Emanuel College in 
Cambridge of Old England ; fucceeded Governor Thomas 
'Dudley as Steward to the Earl of Lincoln ; he married a 
Sifter of Governor Jofepb Dudley ; he died March 27. 
1697 Ml. 95 •, he was the longeft Liver of all the firfi: 
Planters of New- England. 

Some fhort Time after the Succeffion of K. James II. 
the Charter being vacated, Joseph Dudley, Efq; who 
had been lent over the Colonies Agent, arrived in Bofton 
June 1686, as Prefident with a Council, he aflbmed the 
Adminillration, he was fuperfeded by 

The Arrival of Sir Edmund Andros Governor of 
New-Englaud, in Dec. 1686, he continued Governor, un- 
til fent Home with his Officers by the Revolutioners in 
the Spring 1689. He had been Governor of New-Tor k 
under the Duke * of Tork and Albany for feven Years 
preceding 1684, when he was fuperfeded by CoL Dortgan 
a Roman Catholick ; Anno 1692 in Virginia he had the 
chief Command, having fucceeded Francis Nicholfon, who 
v/as Lieut.-Governor under Lord Howard principal Go- 
vernor, difmifs'd ; Sir Edmund continued Governor until 
1698, when Col. Nichclfon from Maryland fuperfeded 
him ; Governor NicholfGn returned to England 1704, and 
was fucceeded by the Earl of Orkney. Here we infen- 
fibly anticipate Affairs belonging to the Section of 
Virginia. 

The fucceifive Major-Generals under the old Char- 
ter were, Thomas Dudley, John Endicot, Edward Gib- 
sons, Robert Sedgwick, Humphrey Atherton, Daniel, 



* The City of New-York w?s fo called from his Engliih T;tb, 
and the City git Albany fr^m \M &w(> Title. 

Dcnnifon, 
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Iknnifon, John Leverett, Daniel Gookin, and ^homu 
Sergeant. 

The fuccefiive Secretaries, were, William Burgis y 
Simon Bradttreet, Increafe Newel, and Edward Raw/on, 
between the old and new Charters in the intermediate ar- 
bitrary opprefllve Adminiftration in the Reign of James 
II, James Randolph was Secretary. 

Col. UJber at the Revolution was Treasurer for 
the Dominions of New-England -, upon this Revolution 
he went off abruptly. 

* Some Jingularly remarkable Laws and Cujloms in the Old 
Charter Adminiftration. 

Their enacting Stile was -, // is ordered by this Court, 
and the Authority thereof. 

For many Years, from the Beginning, the Governor, 
Afliftants or Council not under feven, and Deputies or 
Reprefentatives in a legiflative Capacity f voted together ; 
but from long Experience diverfe Inconveniencies were 
found to arife, and it was enacted 1652, that the Magi- 
ftratesCGovernor and Council) mould fit and vote apart, 
conftituting 4- a feparate Negative. 

The Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Afliftants, or 
Council called Magiftrates, were the fuperior Court for 
Appeals in civil Cafes *, and were the Court of Oyef 

I I I.I.I .11 II I I M l ■ « 

* Thcfe Minutes and common Place from Records, and Obfervati- 
ons of Self and Friends, I hope, are exaft, and all Matters materia! 
may be depended npon ; but the Bufinefs of my ProfelTion and other 
Affairs, do not allow me Time fufficient to reduce them into a ftric~t 
ftiff Method or Order ; therefore they appear Mifcellaneous, but in 
fome loofe Manner digefted, for the Ufe of future Writers. 

-f- In Scotland before the happy Union 1707, in their Parliament ; 
the Peers, CommitTioners for Shires or Counties, and Commiffioners 
tor Burghs or Boroughs, made only one Houle and voted together. 

4. The Colonies of Conntclicmt and Rtnde- Ifland followed their Ex* 
ample, and their Legiflature to this Day confitta of two Negatives -, 
the Governour has no third Negative, as in the Provinces ftridlly be- 
longing to the Crown ; but in the Upper- Houfe or Negative, in Cafe 
of an Ea^uivot* he det«rnioe» the Aflair, 

and 
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and Terminer in Cafes of Life, Member, Banifhmenf," 
and Divorce. After they were conftituted two diftinft 
Houfes, if they happened to differ in any Cafes of Judi- 
cature Civil or Criminal •, the Affair was to be determin- 
ed by a Vote of the whole Court met together. The 
General Court only, had Power to pardon condemned 
Criminals. The Governor when prefent was Prefident 
in all Courts. No General Court to be continued above 
one Year. The Governor, Deputy-Governor, or Majo- 
rity of the Affiftants, may call a General Affembly, but 
this Affembly is not to be adjourned or difiblved, but by 
a Vote of the fame. 

County Courts may admit Freemen, being § Church- 
Members, that is, of the Independent or Congregational 
religious Mode •, only Freemen were capable of voting 
in civil Affemblies j 1662 upon the King's Letter thfe 
Law was repeal'd. 

Formerly fome Townfhips had it in their Option, to 
fend or not fend Deputies to the General Affenlbly. 
The Deputies of Dover and fuch other Towns as are 
not by Law bound to fend Deputies, may be cxcufed. 

The Officers annually elected by the Freemen in ge"- 
neral (not by their Reprefentatives or Deputies in the 
General Court or Affembly) were the Governor, the 
Deputy-Governor, the Affiftants or Council, the Trea- 
furer^ the Major-General, the Admiral at Sea, the Com- 
miffioners for the united Colonies, and the Secretary. 

By an Act 1641, the Freemen of any Shire or Town, 
have Liberty to chufe Deputies for the General Court ||, 



§ This was too narrow and confined, perhaps more fevere than ever 
was pradifed by the Church of England in its moft bigotted and faul- 
ted Periods ; the prefent Generation in Neiv- England are of an exten- 
sive Charity to all Proteftants, though differing in fome peculiar buc 
not effential Modes or Ways of Worfhip. 

|| This Law was not re-enaded under the new Charter Adminiftra- 
tion, but by a fpecial Ad, Refidence was required ; by the Influence 
of a. Party or Fadion averie to a polite Affembly well verfed in com- 
mercial and other publick general Affairs of the Wwld. 

either 
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either in their own Shire or Town, or elfewhere as they 
judge fittcft •, fo be it, they be Freemen and inhabiting 
this Jurifdiction. 

By a Law made 1654, no Perfon who is an ufual or 
common Attorney in any * inferior Court, mall be ad- 
mitted to fit as a Deputy in the General Court or Af- 
fembly. 

Where the Country or Colony Laws are deficient, the 
Cafe fhall be determined by the + Word of GOD. 

Disfranchisement, and Banifliment, were the ufual Pe- 
nalties for great Crimes. 

Governor and Deputy Governor jointly agreeing, or 
any there Afliftants confenting, have Power out of Court, 
to reprieve a condemned Malefactor, till the next Court 
of Afliftants, or General Court •, and that the General 
Court only hath Power to pardon a condemned Male- 
factor. 

1 652 Enacted, That a Mint-Houfe be erected in Bofton, 
to coin Silver of Sterling Alloy into 12 d. 6 d. and 3 d. 
Pieces, in Value lefs than that of the prcfent Englifli 
Coin by 2 d. in the Shilling ; the Stamp to be, within 
a double Ring, on the one Side Massachusetts, with 
a Tree in the Centre •, on the other Side New- England 
with the Year -ff 1652, and the Figure xn, vi, and nr, 
according to the Value of each Piece ; with a private 
Mark. Excepting Englifli Coin, no other Money to be 
current in this Common- Wealth ; 5 pr Ct. for || Charges 
of coining to be allowed by the Owners of the Silver 
brought into the Mint to be coined. Exportation of 
this Coin, except Twenty Shillings for ncceflary Ex- 
pences, is prohibited on Pain of Confifcation of all vifi- 

* At this Time the General Aflembly was called the Supreme or 
General Court. 

f Our Bible in thefe Times was their Eody of Laws Civil as well 
as Ivrclefiaftical, efpccially in Criminal Cafes. 

•ft All the N, iv- England Coin is dated 1652, though for many 
fellow ng Years they continued coining. 

|| In Great- Britain the Coinage Charge, is defray 'd by the Go- 
vernmen: ; for this Ule the Parliament allows 15,000 £. per An. 

Ggg ble 
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ble Eftate. Coinage is a Pierogative of the Sovereignty 
not of a Colony. Scarce any of this Coin row appears, 
with all other Silver Coin, it is drove away by a multi- 
plier! fallacious bale Paper Currency. 

Befides fome fmall Duties of Impoft upon rtrong Li- 
quors imported •, and a fmall Excife of i f. 6 d pr Hl.d 
upon Cyder, and Malt Liquors retail'd •, and Tonnage, 
6 d. per Ton, upon Shipping ; the ordinary Revenue 
was a Poll Tax or Cbputation upon all Male Whites of 
16 JEt. and upwards, and a Rate of — d. in the Pound 
of principal Eftate at fmall Valuations : Thus for In- 
stance, dnno 1651, the Tax was io d. per Poll, and a 
Rate of i d. in the Pound Eftate. 

Anno j 692, when the old Charter expired, a Tax of 
10 / Poll, and a Rate of 30 / upon every 100 £. of 
principal Eftate ; was computed to raife 30,000 £. Value 
equal to Proclamation Money. 

Anno 1639 a Court Merchant is appointed. When a 
Stranger's Affairs do not allow him to tarry the ordinary 
Terms of the Courts ; the Governor or Deputy with any 
two of the Affiftants, or any three of the Afliftants, may 
call a fpecial Court. 

Several Acts for Fairs and Markets in feveral Towns •, 
For Inftance, in Bojion two yearly Fairs, and a weekly 
Market upon the 5th Day* 

Enacted a fmall Body of good maritime Laws in 27 
Sections. 

The CEconomy of their Militia was after this Manner. 
All white Men of 16 JEt. and upwards, were inlifted, 
no Company of Foot to be under 64 private Men (fmall 
Towns are to join) no Troop of Horfe to exceed 70 
Men. The Non Commijjion Officers to be appointed by 
the Commiftion Officers of the Company. The Com- 
mijfwn Officers of a Company to be chofen by a Majority 
of the Men inlifted in that Company, to be approved by 

* It is nor eaft y to be accounted for, that the Court Merchant, and 
week.y Market* were not reeaatted under the new Charter-Admini- 
ftration. 

the 
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the County-Court or SefTions. All the Companies of one 
County or Regiment by a Majority of the Men belong- 
ing *o that Regiment are to chufe a Serjeant- Major of 
the County, the Commander of that Regiment. The 
Command of all the Militia of the Colony was in a 
Major -General^ annually chofen by the General AfTem- 
bly f Any feven Afliftants whereof the Governor or 
Deputy-Governor to be one, may imprefs Soldiers. 

To prevent OppreiTion, any Perfon taking excefiive 
"Wages for Work done, or unreafonable Prices for ne- 
ceffary Merchandize •, fhall be fined at the Difcrerion of 
the Court where the Offence is prefented. The Select 
Men to regulate the Wages of Porters. 

The Forms of their judicial Oaths were, By the Name 
of the Living, and fometimes Ever living GOD — By 
the great Name of the Ever-living Almighty GOD — 
By the great and dreadful Name of the Ever- living GOD. 
Thefe were ufed according to the Solemnity of the 
Occafion. 

Any Perfon may view and have attefted Copies of any 
Records, the Journals of the Council excepted. 

* Powowoers to be fined five Pounds. Jefuits, or any 
Roman Catholick Ecclefiafticks, to be banifhed •, if they 
return, to luffer Death : This Law was afterwards ex- 
tended to the Quakers. 



•f- All this is fully expreflld in a few Words in the DonhcjUr Bury- 
ing Place near Bvjhn, upon a Grave Stone of Mr. Athaton \ he 
fultained all thefe Commands, as alio the Oficc of Affillant or Magi- 
strate in the Stare, and Deacon in the Church or Congregation ; the 
Poetry is rude, being compos'd in the Infancy of the Country : 

Here lies our Captain, and Major of Suffolk ivas withal, 
A godly Magijhute was he, and Major Gaural. 

Anno 1655, Cromwell divided England into eleven Diftri£ts, and 
conltitutes a military Commander in each, by the Name of Major- 
General, but this was foon dilufed. At prcfent in Great Britain, the 
Militia of each County is under the Direction of a Lord Lieutenant, 
or nf a Lieutenancy of the Country. 

• I'hcfc were Indian C01 jurtrs and Fortune-Tel.'ers. 

Anno 
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Anno 1656. None of that curfed Sett of Hereticks, 

Jf C i nfen Up in the World > which are commonly called 
Quakers, are to be imported : Penalty upon the Matter 
100 £. per Piece, and 40 f. per Hour for any other Per- 
son harbouring or entertaining them. 

1658. A Quaker || convicted, mall be banifhed upon 
Pain of Death. 

Penalty for playing at Cards or Dice 5 / ; for obferv- 
Hig any fuch Day as Chriftmas 5 / -, Profaners of the 
Sabbath Day for the firft Offence to beadmonifhed, but 
for after Offences to be fined. Drinking Healths aboard 
of Veffels 20/ every Health. Reviling Magiftrates or 
Mimfters 5 £. or Whipping. 

1633. Conftables are to prefent unprofitable Fowlers, 
and Tobacco-Takers, to the next Magiftrate. 

_ No Motion of Marriage to be made to any Maid, 
without the Confent of her Parents. Births, Marriages,' 
and Deaths to be recorded in each Town : to be return- 
ed yearly to the County Court or Seffions. 

The General AfTembly having received and perufed, 
a Letter from the Privy Council in England, with an 



|| The Quakers by their Simplicity of Manners, fair Dealings, In- 
dustry, Frugality, Humanity, and Charity ; with good Propriety give 
themfelves the Denomination of Friends : as fuch they are at prefent 
much in Favour with the Civil Government of Great- Britain; in thele 
Colonies by an Order from the Crown, they are exempted from pay- 
ing towards the Parochial Minifters Dues. I muft not adduce this as 
an Inftance (becaufe a powerful Corps are in the Oppofnion ) that a 
regular Clergy in Pay, under the confined (Confinement occafions De- 
fertion) Difcipline of Creeds, Confejjions, Cannons, Articles, &c. are not 
of that Ufe in Society (from the long Experience of many Centuries) 
as thofe not confined, but who acl as Voluntiers or Irrregulars not 
paid, but meerly,asfrom the Amor- Patriae et Proximi, ibey are directed. 
Forms in Religion are generally of bad Influence, with the Vulgar, 
they pafsfor the All of Religion, and are thereby diverted from 
t-ie EMentials, viz. a good Life, and Charity, which is Brotherly- 
Love to the Affluent, and Companion toward our Neighbours tiia 
Indigent. 

Aft 
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Act of Parliament 12 Carol. II. for the encouraging of 
Shipping and Navigation ; they appointed Naval Offi- 
cers in all their proper Sea Ports, the Tran fact ions to 
be tranfmitted to London once a Year by the Secretary. 

Women, Girls, and Boys, are enjoined to fpin •, the 
Select Men of each Town, are to affefs each Family, at 
one or more Spinners •, when they have Avocations of 
other Bufinefs, they are to be deeni'd half or quarter 
Spinners •, a whole Spinner fhall fpin every Year, for 
thirty Weeks, three Pound every Week of Linnen, Cot- 
ton, or Woollen. 

Five Years quiet PofTefiion to be deemed a good Ti- 
tle. In Commonages five Sheep fhall be reckoned equal 
to one Cow. 

1667. No Jicenfed Perfon to fell Beer, but of 4 Bu- 
fhels Barley Malt at leaft, to the Hoglhead, and not to 
be fold above 2 d. the Ale Quart ; not to be mixed 
with MolafTes, coarfe Sugar, or other Materials. No 
Mackerel to be caught, except for fpending whilft frefh, 
before the firft of July annually. Surveyors appointed 
to view all Shipping in Building. 

Wampumpeag to be a Tender in Payment of Debts 
not exceeding 40 /. at 8 White or 4 Black a Penny ; this 
was repeal'd Anno 1661. 

After a Vote pafled in any Affembly or Civil Court, 
a Member may enter his DifTent, without entering his 
Reafons of DifTent, to be recorded. 

In all AfTemblies, Neuters, that is Silents, fhall be ac- 
counted Votes for the Negative. Any two Magiftrates 
with the Clerk of the County, may take Probate of Wills, 
or grant Adminiftration. 

In old Charter Times the Colony was at firft divided 
into the three Counties of Suffolk, Effex, and Middle/ex ; 
when they aflumed the Jurifdiction of NewHampJhire 
and Province of Main, and fettled compactly upon Con- 
ncclicut River, the Colony 1671 was divided into thefe 
fix Counties of 

Suffolk 
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^Northampton and Springfield 
Tranfaftions relating to their Religious Affairs. 

Some Account of the various Sectaries or Modes of 
religious Difcipline and Worfhip in the feveral Britijb 
American Colonies, was defigned for the Section of Rhode 
JJland Colony, that Plantation being productive or re- 
ceptive of very many Sectaries : but as the Perfections 
(fo called) of fundry Sectaries in the old Colony of Map 
facbufetts-Bay, is too much and too impartially noted by 
many Hiftorians ; I could not avoid in this Place, to 
give a few and Matter of fact Account of thefe Things. 
I. Concerning the Congregational Way of Religious 
Difcipline and Worfhip as generally practifed in the Co- 
lonies of New-England. II. Some Narrative of the 
Severities ufed in the Maffachufetts Bay, towards various 
Sectaries or Communions of rigid Brownijls, Antinomians, 
JMuggletonians, Anabaptijls, Quakers, and * Witches, f 

I. || Some confeiencious Non-Conformifts harraffed by 
the Bifhops Courts, &c. in the Reign of James I, ob- 
tain'd a loofe Grant from the Council of Plymouth called 
the New- England Company, of fome Lands in North- 
America - y they tranfported themfelves to New-England, 



* Witches are Entkuftajis or Maniacs, and may with Propriety of 
Words, be faid, of the Devil's Communion. 

\ By the many Controverfies in revealed Religions, the feveral 
Seels expafe the Inconfiftencies and Absurdities of one another's Opi- 
nions, and occafion the wife and thinking Part of Mankind to regulate 
themfelves by natural Religion only, and to conclude that all Religi- 
ons only are good, which teach Men to be good. 

8 See P. 224, 3 6 9« 

and 
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and at firfl were perhaps * enthufiaftically rigid and called 
Brownijls f from the Name of their Apoftle or Leader ; 
afterwards their indifcreet Zeal began to fubfide, and 
were called || Independents, becaufe every Congregation 
was independent of the other Churches, but not indepen- 
dent of the civil Government, as fome invidioufiy repre- 
fent it. A Church confided only of fo many People as 
could conveniently meet together in one Audience, and 
under Covenant amongft themfelves ; a Vote of the Bro- 
therhood, made and unmade their Minifter, Elders and 
Deacons ; a Minifter could not adminifter but to his own 
Congregation ; they allowed of Communion with other 
Churches in Word and Prayer, but not in Sacraments 
and Difcipline, they advifed with neighbouring Churches, 
but were under no Obligation to follow their Advice. 

After fome Time, they ftill became more moderate 
and fociable, they converted the Defignation Indepen- 
dent, to that of Congregational ; although they 
retained the Notion of an independent fupreme ecclefiaf- 
tick Power in each Congregation -, they allowed, that 
fometimes it may be expedient to have the Advice of 
Synods and Councils ; thus infenfibly and naturally, for 
Sake of good Order, they fall into the Prefbyterian Mode ; 
and in Fact have had feveral Synods appointed by the 
civil Legiflature. 1. In Auguji 30, 1637, in Newtown 
was called an univerfal Synod to condemn the Errors of 
the Rigids and Antinomians ; Mr. Williams, Mr. Vane, 



* Nothing but a religious Heat or Zeal, at that Time could have 
withftood the Severities of their Winters ; at prefent their Winters 
are lefs rigid from the Country being more and more cleared of 
Wocdf, and expofed to the Sun which diil'olves their Snows foor.cr 
than before it was opened. 

f Robert Brown iirft appeared 1580. Sir Walter Raldgh writes, 
that in 1592, there were in England near 20,000 Broi^nifts. 

H This Mode of Religion fecms to be laudable and well adapted 
to prevent bnperium in lmperio, that is, a Church Government from 
coiirrouling the State or civil Government. Crtnrwtii, a very treat 
Statefmar, as well as General, was fcnfiblc of this, they were his Fa- 
vourites upon that Account. 

and 
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and Mrs.Hutchinfon were their Leaders ; this Synod con- 
tinued three Weeks : This occafioned an Emigration, 
and the fettling of the Colony of Rhode IJland. 2. Sept. 
30, 1648, by Order of the Legiflature, a Synod was call- 
ed at Cambridge, to eftablifh Uniformity ; they agree to 
the Weftminfter Confeffion of 1646, in Matters of Faith 
and Doctrine, but compofe a Platform of their own for 
Difcipline. 3. Anno 1662 in the Spring in Eofion a Sy- 
nod was called by Direction of the General AfTembly, 
concerning the Right that Grand-Children of Church- 
Members had to Baptifm, concerning the Confociation 
©f Churches, and fome other Affairs of Church -Mem- 
berfhip. 4. Anno 1679 another Synod in Bofton was ap- 
pointed by the Legillature, to confult what was proper 
to be done to remove the Evils which continued toafflicl: 
the People of New-England j 1678, many had died of the 
Small Pox ; the Refult was, that all the Churches mould 
renew their Covenant. They had a fecond Sefiion May 
12. 1680, and agreed upon a Confeffion of Faith, nearly 
the fame with that of the Independents in England, Ot\. 
12. 1658, called the Savoy Confeffion of Faith, and feem- 
cd to renounce the Models of Geneva and Scotland. 
5. Anno 1687 the Minifters of Maffachufetts-Bay Colony, 
jointly fent an Addrefs of Thanks to K. James II, for 
his t Indulgence or general Toleration of religious Opi- 
nions and Congregations ; this was fent over, and pre- 
fented to K. James by Mr. Increafe Mather, he and his 
Conftituents were not Politicians, fufficient, to penetrate 
into the wicked and pernicious Contrivance of that 
Toleration. 6. About 30 Years fince, it was propofed 
in the General Affembly to call a Synod of the Congre- 
gational Churches of the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, 
this was refufed, or dropt, becaufe by the Ad of Union 
of Scotland and England, it is provided that the Church 



f By this general Indulgence Popery was craftily to be intro- 
duced ; the Colony of Plymouth unadvifcdly fent an A'idrefs of the 
t/ame Nature. 

Of 
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of England Government, in all the Englifli Colonies wa» 
forever eftablifhed. Here the Hiftory of New-England 
Church-Synods muft terminate. 

All Convocations, General AfTemblies, Synods, &c. of 
Clergymen, by their indifcreet Zeal or Heats, rather in^ 
create, than heal the Diftempers of the Church. 

In other Articles, the New-England Independents be- 
come lefs contracted, and of more extenfive Charity. 
Although a Church properly confided of no more Per- 
fons or Christians, then could conveniently meet together 
in one Place, cemented by a holy Covenant, and admit- 
ted into Church-Member (hip by perfonal publick Con- 
feflion •, at prefent they have relaxed of that Rigidity^ 
and 1. In many of their Churches, do not require that 
perfonal publick confeffional Appearance, in Order to be 
admitted into Church-Memberfhip ; but only a private 
Application to their Paftor or Minifter to be communica- 
ted to the Church only, if required. 2. They admit oc- 
cafionally Members of other Churches to the Lord's 
Supper, by Letters of Recommendation. 3. A Mini- 
fter may occafionally adminifter the Sacraments to a 
neighbouring vacant Church. 4. The Brethren of the 
Church at the Ordination of a Minifter do not lay on 
Hands ; it is done by the laying on of the Hands of the 
Minifters * of forne neighbouring Churches invited for 
that Purpofe ; this is a confiderable Feftival Day in the 
Townfhip or Parifh. 5. A lay Elder may teach and 
perform all Offices, excepting the Administration of the 
Sacraments. 

At prefent the Congregationalifts of New-England may 
be efteemed among the moft moderate and charitable of 
Chriftian Profefllons. 

The Perfecution of Sectaries in NewEngland y parti- 
cularly of Anabapijls and Quakers, is not minutely re- 

* In a New- England Ordination, five diflindt Perfonages or Parts 
are required, i. A preparatory Prayer, 2. A futable Sermon, 3. A 
Charge, 4. Another Prayer, 5. The right Hand of f ellowihip ; fomc 
other* join in the Iznpoiitign of Hands. 
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lated here ; as being only local and temporary from the 
.'■wrong pointed Zeal of the Times, without any political 
Vicked Defign.* 

If by Sectaries are meant DilTenters from the general 
Mode of the Religion of the Country at that Time ; 
the Church of England Worfhip was formerly a DilTen- 
fion in New- England ; the firft Church of England Con- 
gregation formed there was in Bofton 1679, ic MI ^ UD - 
iifts and flourifhes ; and befides a Rector in the Election 
and at the Charge of the Congregation, there is an an- 
nual royal Bounty for an Affiftant Minifter, fometimes 
called Lecturer ; hitherto, excepting in Bofton, there is 
no Church of England, but Miflionaries ; at this Time, 
Anno 1748 (including Mr. Price for Hopkinton, appointed 



* Mankind in a natural unpolifhed State is an Animal Superjiio/um : 
This is the natural Reafon of the great Influence of the Clergy. A 
fiery hot religious Zeal, or Franticknefs with Variety of Symptoms 
or Tenets, like other bodily Diftempers, at Times becomes contagi- 
ous and epidemick, principally amongfl the weak Coriftitations of 
IVIindj as bodily Ails feize weak Conflituticns of Body : For Jnflance, 
in Great- Britain the Lollards, Jnabaptijis, Itidt pendents, Quakers, 
Witches ; this Zeal if left to Nature, after fome fhort Time, dever- 
vefces and fubfides ; but if ufed with harfh violent Adnriniftjationi, 
that is, with Perfecution, the Diftemper becomes more intenfe, more 
Jafting, and more contagious or fpreading : In all religious Dillemper- 
atures, Lenitives by long Experience are found to be the moll effica- 
cious Medicines; thus, of the above-mentioned, fome havediiappear'd, 
the Lollards and Witches ; the others are become very moderate, trac- 
table, and fome of the beft Members of the Commonwealth of civil 
Society. 

At prefent the Differences amongfl: the various Communions, Com- 
munities, or Perfuafions of Prot«fUnts in the Britifh Dominions ; are 
rtot do&rinal, or effential ; being only different Modes or Fafhions, in 
Church-Government, Ceremonies of Worfhip and Veflments ; the 
Quaker himfelf in his old fafhioned formal Drefs, feems to fome, to 
be as fuperftitious, as a Clergyman of the Church of England in his 
Gown, Caffock, and other Pontifkial Accoutrements. For this Rea- 
fon the civil Government of Great-Britain tolerates, or connives at 
all Proteftant Denominations of Chriftians ; there sre only the three 
Denominations of Prcjbyterians, Independents (\n N civ -England they 
are called Congrrgaticnalijls ) and Jnahaptifts who take out Tolera- 
tion Licenfcs, Speculative private Opinions cajn never difturb a State. 

bvc 
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but not a< yet arrived) in the new Charter Province of 
Majfachufetts-Bay, are fcven Miffionary Congregations, 
and about 200 Independent Congregations, befides fome 
Congregations of Irijb Prejbyterians, Anabaptijls^ Qua- 
Jeers, and lately fome Mufhrome Meetings of Separatijis^ 
Difciples of Mr. Whitefield^ and as of fhort Duration, 
fcarce defervir.g Mention. 

By the Articles of Union of the two Nations of 
Great- Britain May 1707, the Church of England is efta- 
blifhed in Perpetuity in all the Territories at that Time 
to England belonging •, but before this Period, in all 
Charters and Governors Patent?, a general Toleration for 
all Chriftian religious Communities (Roman Catholicks 
excepted) was the ecclefiaftical Conftitution of our Ame- 
rican Colonies, without any Preference.-f" 

1. The rigid Brownijls y are almoft extinct ; nothing 
violent, or out of the common Courfe of human Reafon, 
can hold long •, we have already given fome tranfient 
Hints concerning them ; in the Infancy of thefe Colo- 
nies there were many Degrees of Rigidity, || whereof fe- 



\ The Minifters of the congregational Perfwafion or Difcipline in 
the Province of Majfacbufctts-Bay, continue to meet annually about 
the Time of the anniverfary Provincial Election of Councellors (be- 
ing an annual Jubilee, or Feftival, or Concourfe from all Parts of 
the Colony) not by afTuming any ecclefiaftical Authority, or Combina- 
tion, but only by Way of friendly or brotherly Intercourfe. 

f True fincere Entbufinjls may be of good civil Ufe, if well 
pointed ; I do not mean Freethinkers and Libertines, who for worldly 
Ends, may art the Hypocrite in any Shape ; but fuch as make a Con- 
science of Religion in general, and of their own Way of thinking in 
particular, and are zealous lor making of Converts in Spite of all Pe- 
rils and Fatigue ; fuch may be ufeful Mifiionaries amongft the Hea- 
then and promote Religion and Trade with thern. This Entbujiafm 
•ught to be encouraged and promoted. 

|| Mr. Locke, in a Letter to Mr. Bold, dated, Oates May 16. i6qq 
fays, " I defign to take my Religion from the Scripture, and then 
whether it fuits or fuics not any other Denomination, I am not much 
concerned ; for I think at the laft Day it will not be enquired, whe- 
ther I was of the Church of England or Geneva ; but whether I 
louche and embraced Truth in the Love of it.'' 

veral 
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veral were puritanick and fanatical, of very fliort Conti- 
nuance. The Rigids generally * feceeded from the 
more moderate f, and removed with their Teachers or 
Minifters without the Limits or Jurifdi&ion of the Co- 
lony. Anno 1634 Roger Williams, Minifter of Salem, 
was banifhed becaufe of his * Antinomian and R fanatical 
Doctrines ; after fome Removes, with his Difciples, he 
fettled on the South Side of Patucket River, and called 
their Settlement Providence Plantations, which Name ic 
retains to this Day, they purchafed it of the Indians, or 
had Liberty from them to fettle there : An Inftance of 
his Formality, is a Letter from him, dated, Nantigganfick 
the 24th of the firft Month, commonly called March, 
the fecond Year of our Plantation (by Way of Epccha 9 
or in Imitation of the V. C. of the Romans) or plant- 
ing at Mootbifick or Providence. 

When the People get into the Diftemperature or Hu- 
mour of differing and dividing, efpecially in Religion • 
they proceed to Subdivisions, and Separations upon Se- 
parations. Anno 1636 in the Summer, fome difcontent- 
cd Rigids to the Number of about One Hundred, went 
'Vom the Townfhips of Newtown, Dorchefier, Watertown, 
and Roxbury, under their Leaders and Teac hers Homes y 

* Some Devotees would facrifics their King (or any other Form of 
civil Government) and. Country blindly to the enthufiailick fuperititious 
Injunctions of their Priefts and Exhorters. The Laws of Nature and 
Kaiions require the curbing of thefe. 

•f- The feveral Seels or Communions of Proteftants feem to agree 
in the effential Do&rines of the ChrifBan Religion, and differ only 
in fome fanciful Modes and external Fafhions of Worfliip. 

* Jntinomians hold that the Law of Mo/es is unprofitable under the 
Gofpel, ihat Jufijication is without good Works ; that Morality and 
good Works are no Help to Salvation, but rather a Hindrance : Such 
pernicious Doctrines are irconfiftent with civil Society, and with 
Goodnefs and Honefty, or a private Life. 

|| The various enthufiaibcal Modes at their firft Appearance in the 
World, were frantick with a violent indifcreet religious Zeal : They 
generally agree in two pernicious Articles ; 1. They difclaim 
a civil Magiftracy and temporal Punifhments ; and, 2. Their own 
wild Notions are by rJiemlelves called Jmpul/es from GOD. 

HopkinsL 
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Hopkins, Ludlow, Hooker, &c. removed Weftward to a 
pleafant Country upon Connecticut R : ve r, and gradua'ly 
made the Settlements of Hartford, Wethersfield, Wir.dfor y 
Springfield, &c ; thofe of them who found their Settle- 
ments without the Limits of the Majfachufetts-Bay Char- 
ter, entred into a voluntary Allbciation or Jurisdiction, 
which continued until they obtained an ample royal 
Charter in the Beginning of the Reign of Charles II ; 
as fhall be more fully related in the Section of Connecti- 
cut Colony j thofe are at prefent a moderate, induftrious, 
well-governed People. 

Some of the Separates were concerned in the Settle- 
ment of Rhode //land fit was then called /auatneck, and 
Anno 1644. it was called the TJlc of Rhodes or Rhode- 
Jfland) 1637,8 Ly a voluntary Incorporation of 18 Per- 
sons : This belongs to the Ser^ion of Rhode-IJland. 

2. The Anabaptifis at their iirft Appearance in New- 
England, were enthuGaftically troublefom •, they chofe a- 
mong themfelves the meaneft of the People for their 
JVlinilters ; they call themfelves Baptifts by Way of Ab- 
breviation of the Name Anabaptifis, after the f Lollards 
who were the firft in the Reformation, followed the Lu- 
therans and Anabaptifis, U fome of them vainly imagine, 

that 



f The Lollards (fo called from Walter Lollard the Author of this 
Sett in Germany in the 13th Century) were our firft Reformers, their 
Name is now loft, the firlt Reformation being fubdivided into many 
Denominations : They firft appear'd in England, under Wickliff, D.D. 
of Oxford, about the Middle of the 14th Century ; they clamoured 
againft Tranfvbflantiation, Aurical Confrflon, Celebacy of the Clergy^ 
hierarchy, and feveral pecuniary Perquifites of the Reman Catholick 
Clergy ; with fomc enthuliaftic.nl Notions, viz. The Church confifts 
o-ily of the Predcflinated, converting of Church- Effects to other Uies 
is n<"> Sacrilege, neither publick nor private Succeffion is indefeafible, Sec. 

|| Yhc Anabaptifis, a particular Sort of Devotees, firft appear'd a- 
bout the Time of Luther's Reformation, and prcvail'd chiefly in the 
Wither Undi and IVefifhalia ; their effential or diftinguifhing Doclrine 
was, not baptizing of Infants, and re baptizing by dipping fuchas had 
been baptized in their Infancy, hence is the Denomination of Anabap- 
tifis i they pretended that Infant Eaptif'm was not to be found in the 
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that they ought to be called by that Name in a peculiar 
Manner, their Baptifm being the only fcriptural Baptifm : 
They would not communicate with Perfons baptized in 
Infancy only ; if occafionally in a congregational Meet- 
ing, upon a Child's being prefented for Baptilm, they 
withdrew to the great Difturbance of the Congregation : 
Fines were enacted ; Holmes, becaufe he would not pay 
his Fine, was whipt 30 Lames. Anno 1644 and 164S 
Laws v/ere made againft Difturbers of the Peace in any 
Church in Time of divine Service, and againft Railery 
of Magiftrates ; that all who fhall condemn or oppofe 
the Baptifm of Infants, or that fhall purpofely depart the 
Congregation at the Adminiftration of that Ordinance, 
or that fhall deny the Order of Magistracy ; every Per- 
fon continuing obftinate in thefe, after the proper Means 
of Conviction have been ufed, fhall be fentenced to Ban- 
lftiment. In the Beginning they generally kept the Sab- 
bath with the congregational Churches ; their firft Sepa- 
ration to form a peculiar Church was at Rehoboth 1651, 
and were much perfecuted all over New-England : From 
their Church in Swanzey, proceeded a Church in Bofton, 
May 28. 1665, which to this Day continues a very or- 
derly peaceable Chriftian Society : The young Vagrant 
Mr. Whitefield, by his Preachings, or rather ftrong youth- 
ful Vociferations, did draw off fome of the Congregate- 
■ ■' — ~»~— 1 « 1 ii 1-^———— 

Bible .' At firft they were moderate and orderly, Luther requefted the 
Duke of Saxony, that they might be favourably dealt with, becaufe, 
their notional Error excepted, they feemed to be otherwife good Men. 
They foon run into many pernicious wild Doctrines ; they condemn- 
ed all civil Adminiftration and Magiftracy ; corporal Punifhments (as 
a divine Prerogative, they referved to GOD Almighty ;) they de- 
fpifed judicial Oaths ; difregarded the Scriptures, pretending to a 
perfonal peculiar Kind of Illumination ; a Community of Goods, &c. 
jehn Buckholdi. Butcher, a Native of Leyden, commonly called "John 
cr Jack of Leyden, having embraced the Anabapnjlical feditious No- 
tions, became very popular with a great following ; the Cry or Pa- 
role was, Repent and be rebaptixed ; in his Itinerancies, at Munfter in 
Wejlpbalia, he fell into open Sedition, and was Mafter of the City for 
fome Time ; the Bifhop by Blocade recovered it, and Buckbaldfaftzx- 
ed an exemplary painful jingring Death 1534. 

onaJirai 
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©naMs, weak Minds, to 2X\Aniinom\an or Antimorality Se- 
paration, this occafioned a Separation amongft the Ana- 
baptijls, and their Separates have a diftinct Congregation 
under Mr. Bounds the Lcather-Breeches-Maker ; and two 
more Separatifts Minifters from the Congregations lifts ; 
are fhortly to be ordained, viz. Mr. Crojfwell and Mr, 
Clark in Bofton. 

3. The * Mugletonian Books Anno 1654 by Aft of 
Afirmbly, as being full of Blafphemies (they go under 
the Names of John Reeves and Lowdowicb Muglelon 3 
who pretended to be the two laft Prophets and Wit- 
neffes of Jesus Christ ) to be brought to the 
next Magifirate to be burnt by the common Execu- 
tioner in the Market- Place of Bojion upon a Market- 
Day : Penalty ten Pound for every Book difcovered 
not brought in. 

4. The t Quakers firft Appearance in New-England 
was 1654 from Old England and Barbados ; their Beha- 
viour was ludicrous and indecent ; they copied from the 
Anabaptijls in their mod Enthufiafiick State ; the firft ia 
Bojion were H Mary Fijher and Anne Aujlin from Barbados : 
they feem'd to join with the Antinomians and Anabap- 



* Mugltton was a Journeyman Taylor, he pretended to be a great 
Prophet, and to an abfolute Power of damning or faving whom lie 
pleated. 

f Their firft Appearance in England was Anno 1644, Gf r<r e Fox a 
Shoemaker was their grand Apoftle, and were called Enthufiafts ; 
Anno 1650 they firft obtain'd the Name of Quakers from their ofcil- 
latory or vibrating bodily devotional Adlion. 

|| Women (foine Women are qualified with an Agality or Glibncfs 
of Tongue, cfpecially in railing aeainft their Superiors and Neighbours) 
have ofheiated as Preachers, further back than fliftoiy reaches; the 
Sibyls and other Oracle Deliverers were Women ; the Oracle Church 
or Scheme (a modern Word for religious Sectaries) of Doctrine, the 
ir.oft ancient of Grttet, was fet up after the Model of the Oracle of 
Jupitir Ammon at Tbeba in E g) pt ; the Oracle of Apollo at Delpbu 
was the moft celebrated inGneu, and their Top Preacher was Pytbi* 
or Pytbmja a Woman : thus we find that this Woman preaching' Re- 
ligion is very ancient : what is lately called by our Entbufiafts feekinj 
ft tit Lord, refcmblcs the confuting of Oj acies among the Ancients. 
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lifts i they had many Converts in || Salem* and it wa$ 
their Head-Quarters. They impioudy declared, that 
they were immediately fent from GOD ; and blafphe- 
moufly alTerted they were infallibly afiilted by the Holy" 
Spirit, they defpifed and fpake evil of Dignities or civil 
Magistrates to the great Disturbance of civil JurifdicYion, 
By Reafon of their Enormities, fome Laws werr made 
againft the Importation of Quakers, and their Proceed- 
ings ; as being obftinate Rogues, vagabonds, 1656", 
1658, and 1659 ' anc ^ asDifturbers of the Peace of the 
Commonwealth, they were fubjected to Fine?, Imprifon- 
ments, Whipping, Cropping of Ears (1658 three Qua- 
kers had their Ears cropt) and Banifhment, and by Aft 
of AfTembly upon their Return fromBani/hment; 1659 and 
1660, three or four Quakers fuffcr'd Death I This in 
Courfe occafioned a national Clamour, and the Pains of 
Death, were exchanged into thefe of being whipt, only 
through three Towns at the Carts Tail : But upon fur- 
therCompIaints Home, K. Charles II, in Council, by Or- 
der, Sept. 9, 1 66 1, required the Acculed to be fent Home 
for Trial, and all penal Laws relating to Quakers to be 
fufpended. 

The People who are called by the ludicrous Name of 
Quakers are at prefent noted for a laudable Parfimony or 
Frugality, moral Honefty and mutual Friendship •, they 
have attain'd a confiderable Intereft in the Common- 
Wealth •, Peerage like, they are indulg'd with Affirma- 
tion, inftead of a judicial Oath ; and in New- England 
they are exempted from paying Rates to the TownShip 
Minifters. As Quakers, they call themfelves Friends in a 
peculiar Manner ; their rejecting that facred Symbol of 
Chriftian Friendship, eating and drinking together in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is not to be accounted 
for. 



|| In Salem and its Neighbourhood, Entbufiafm and other Ncrnjout 
JDiforders feem to be Endemial 5 it was the Seat of the Ne-xv- England 
Witchcraft Anno 1692 ; Hypocondrick, Hyfierick, and other Maniack 
Pifcrders prevail there, and lp[imcb_ adjoining, to this Day. 
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5. As to the Witchcraft SeSary* we fhall only menti- 
on", what happened Anno 1692, when a mod horrid in- 
human Murder by Colour of Law was perpetrated upon 
many ignorant Maniacks and other Perfons affected in 
their Nerves,t called Witches. Anno 1691,2 in February 
it began in the Family of Mr. Paris, Minifter of Salem- 
Village •, from fomewhat Endemial to the Soil, three 
Perfons were effected with nervous Diforders, convulfed 
and acted as if demented ; they were faid to be bewitch- 
ed, and by Mr. Paris's in'difcreet Interrogatories, they 
fancied themfelves bewitched by his Indian Woman, 



\y Ventjicuum or Witchcraft did not fignify an explicit Co- 
venant with the Devil, but -the Study of the poifonous Qualities of 
1 Ierbs, and thefe Herb- Women were cal'ed Veneficte or Witches. The 
Witcbcrajt of our Times, is a pavid Superftition and Ignorance, there- 
fore it prevails in Lapland, and other obfeure ignorant Parts of the 
World. Some adore what they admire, this is the only true Religion ; 
fome adore what they fear : Freethinking Politicians afTert, that De- 
vil Worfhip is better than none, becaufe the firm Belief of fome in- 
vifible Superintendency good ar bad, is the only Check upon vulgar 
Minds, in civil Affairs which cannot allow of civil Convidlion. 

f It was an endemial Diftemper of the Brain and Nerves, i. Con- 
'vulfion Fits were a Pretbognomick Sign in this Diftemperature. z. A 
Bunch like a Pullet's Egg would rife in their Throat, a noted Hyjlerick 
Symptom. 3. Much troubled with Incubus or Night- Mare, commonly 
called being Hag ride, for Inftance, Tootbacer depofed, That being upon 
his Back, he had not' Power to move Hand or Foot, till he faw the 
Shape of the Witch pafs from his Breatt. 4. Nervous Diforders, ef- 
pecially if attended with Hyllerick Convulfions, leave the Patients or 
afflicted Perfons, very weak ; Mr. C. Mather defcribes it thus, "When 
their Tormentors had left them for good and all, they left them ex- 
treme weak and faint, and overwhelmed with Vapours, which would 
not only caufe fome of them to fwoon away, but alfo were now and 
then for a while difcompofed in the Reafonablenefs of their Thought." 
This may be called a fubfequent Hedick of the Spirit, from 
nervous Wcakneffes ; 2. Mr. Edwards of Northampton, mentions the 
fame confequential Diforder, upon the going off of the Pourings out 
of the Spirit endemial there. The Pourings out of the Spirit which 
have at Times been epidemick in Northampton upon Connecticut Paver 
belong to this Tribe of nervous Diforders, as we fhall hereafter e- 
vincc. The SugiIlations,that is the black and blue Spots in their Skin, 
were called the. Devil's Nip, Pinch, or Gripe ; whereas they were 
only fcorbutick Stains, incident to need Pa-ibns. 

1 i > and 
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and fome neighbouring ugly old Women, which from 
their difmal Afpect were called Witches ; and by the 
End of May 1692, about 100 Perfons were imprifoned 
upon that Account : About this Time Sir William Phipps 
arrived Governor, and June 2, for their Trial a fpecial 
Commiflion of Oyer and Terminer was ifTued to Lieut. 
Governour Stoughton, Major Saltonfiall, Major Richards, 
Major Gidney, Mr. Wait Winthrop, Capt. Samuel 
Sewall, and Mr, Sergeant ; thus 19 were hanged, one 
preft to Death •, fome diedjn Prifon, in all 5 Men, 23 
.Women had been condemned ; not any of the 50 who 
confeffed themfelves Witches, .fuffered Death ; Mr. 
George Burroughs, Minifter of Falmouth, who had left his 
Former Miniftry in Salem, was one in this Sacrifice, per- 
haps in Refentment ; none of the executed, confeffed 
Guilt, many of them were pious Perfons : After thefe 
twenty difmal Deaths, many of the very popular, but 
very weak Minifters or Clergy, addreffed Sir' William 
Phipps, a very weak Governor, with Thanks for what 
was already done, and exhorting to proceed. 

The Accufers were fome Perfons faid to have the Spec- 
tral Sight, and fome confejfing Witches ; but overacting 
their Parts, fome of Gov. Phipps\, and of the Rev. Mr. 
Mather's Relations and Friends being accufed ; as alfo 
fome of the accufed good Chriftians, and of good Eflates, 
arretted the Accufers in high Actions for Defamation ; 
this put a Stop to Accufations, and in the Superior Court 
Jan. 1692,3 of 56BUIS which were prefer'd agimftWitches, 
the Grand Jury brought in 30 Ignoramus ; and of the 
remaining 26 the Petty Jury convicted only three, who 
were afterwards pardoned ; Accufations were difregarded, 
and upon Sir William Phipps's going Home, at this Time 
about 150 were in Prifon, and 200 more accufed, they 
were all difcharged paying 30/ each, to the Attorney 
General. 

Many of the confejfing Witches fign'd a Paper, import- 
ing that moft of their Confefllons were only affenting 
tc, or repeating what they were directed to ; being weak 

in 
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in Mind, and under Terror, from the putting to Death 
all Perfons accufed, who did not confefs ; In December 
1696 a. general Fajl was appointed by the AfTembly ; 
Praying that GOD would pardon all the Errors of his 
Servants and People in a late Tragedy raifed amongft us 
by SatandBid his Inftruments •, at this Faft Judge Sewall 
and feveral of the Jury, gave in Papers figned •, heartily 
afking Forgivcnefs of all, and declaring that they would 
not do fuch Things again for the whole World. When 
this Perfecution ceafed, no more Witchcraft was heard of. 

May thofe over-zealous provincial Miftakes in the 
Warfare againft the Devils and Auxiliaries, be buried in 
Oblivion •, efpecially confidering an Act of Parliament 
1736, procured by the late good Lord Talbot, ha. c effec- 
tually liberated the Dominions of Great-Britain from all 
Bugbears of this Kind ; by this Aft " no Bofecution 
" (hall be commenced or carried on againft any Perfon 
" for Witchcraft, Sorcery, Enchantment, or Conjuration, 
" or for charging another with any furfi Offence ; If 
" any Perfon mail pretend to exercife jr ufe any of the 
" above, or tell Fortunes, or from otwlt Arts pretend to 
" difcover ftollen Goods •, Penalt; one Years Imprifon- 
" ment, and once in every Qu?»'ter of the faid Year to 
" ftand on fom'e Market Dav in the Pillory." 

Perhaps I am already tcJ tedious in the Paragraphs 
concerning the various religious Sectaries that have ap- 
peared in New-Englan-t, therefore (hall wave two late re- 
ligious Appearances io the Section of Rhode I/land, tho* 
falling within the Period of the new Charter of theProvince 
of Majfachufetti-Bay Province •, I mean the North-Hamp- 
ton Converfions or pouring out of the Spirit, Anno 1735 
this Enthuftafm muft have fprcad (they were' in the ^ribe 
of Enthufiafts Convulfio'naries *) if fome Felo de fe and 
other flagrant Diforders had not expofed them j 2. The 
Followers of Mr. Whitefield, an Actor or perfonated En- 

* Such were the Seventies or French Prophets about 40 Years fince, 
and at prefent in Freu.cc the Devotees of I'Abbe Paris. 

thufiaft, 
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tbu/iaft, endued with a proper Genius of low AcYion ; he 
firft appeared in New England, An. 1740 ; his Followers 
hitherto 1 748 are not all returned to. their right Minds ; 
very lately in the Town of Bojion was ordained a Coun- 
try Shoemaker, and reinftall'd a Renagado from a Coun- 
try Parifh, to encourage this Separation or Eyhufiafiick 
Divifions. 

I now proceed to fome Geographical Account of the 
old Colony of Majfacbufetts-Bay j their Mountains or 
Hills, Rivers, and Sea- Ports. 

Mountainous Parts may be clafled into Mountains or 
Hills, and continued high fpringy Lands j thefe with 
Riven, Bays, and Promontories are permanent : there- 
fore apioper Bafis in the Defcription of a Country called 
its Geognphy •, as this with Chronology are the Bafis of 
Hiftory. 

The great B'w Hill, 12 Miles S. S. W. from Bqflon, 
with a continued Ridge of Hills running Eaftward to 
Bqflon Bay ; upon this Hill the Townfhips of Milton, 
Braintree, and Stougbiin meet •, the Summit of this Hill 
is very proper for a Beacon in Cafe of any fudden Inva- 
fion by an Enemy ; from thence a .Fire and great Smoak 
may be * vifible to feven Eights of the Province ; in a 
clear Day from it are* diftin<5lly to be feen, Pigeon- Hill, 
N. E. Eafterly about 40 Miles, a noted Land-Mark upon 
Cape-Anne the Northern Promontory of Maffachufetts- 
Bay ; the great Watchufet, the great Menadnock, f Wa- 
tetich, and other noted Mountains. TV.e great Watchu- 
fet Hill in Rutland lies W. N. W. Northerly about 50 
Miles. The grand Menadnock in wafte Lands of the Pro- 



* Some Years fince by Direction of Col. Byfield of Brijlol,-from a 
great Smoak made upon this great Blue Hill, Mount-Hope in Brijiol 
was found to bear S. by W. and by Eftimation 45 Miles dirett. 

-f The Wateticks are partly in the Province of M-aJJachufetts-Ba), 
partly in the Province of New-Hamp/hire, and lie Eaft of a Townfhip 
granted to Ipf'wicb, 
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vince of New ~H amp/hire, lies about 20 Miles further N. 
than Watchufets. 

From the high Lands at the Meeting- Hon fe of old 
Rutland Diftrict near the Watchujel Hills, are the follow- 
ing Bearings, 

Great Watchufet Hill N. E. half N. 
Eaft End of Wateticks N. N. E. Northerly. 
Great Menadnock N. half W. 
Mount Tom -in Northampton W. b. N. half W. 
Mount Tobit in Sunderland W. N. W. 
Middle of Northfield Hills — N. W. 
Thefe are only general Expreflions of what I obferved 
by a Pocket-Compafs ; and as a Specimen, how with 
proper CompaiTes or Needles from feveral well concerted 
Places of Obfervation, and with actual particular Surveys 
compared and adjufted, an exact Plan of the Country 
(for Utility or Amufement) may be obtained •, I have 
employed fome vacant, and fometimes borrowed, Time 
in this Affair j which I defign as a Prefent to the 
Province. 

•Upon or near the River Merimack, there are feveral 
Mountains or Hills on its Weft Side ; viz. Anahoufick, 
Oncanouit, &c. but are not within the Jurifdiction of this 
Province, and by a late Determination of the King in 
Council, they belong to the Jurifdiction of New- 
ffamp/hire. 

Upon or near the great River of Connecticut in this 
Colony, are the following" Mountains. In Sunderland E. 
Side* of Connecticut River, is Mount Tobit, a Groope of 
Hills •, arid oppofite on the Weft Side of the River, in 
the South Parts of Deerfield* are the two Sugar- Loaves 
or Pikes of Deerfield — About 1 2 Miles lower upon the 
Eaft Side of this River in Hadley, is Mount Holy bod, a 
Ridge of Mountains running 8 or 9 Miles N. E. from 
the River ; here I did take the Bearings of all the Moun- 
tains and high Lands, fo far as the naked Eye could reach, 
which I do not infert, as Minutenefs is' not confident 
with the Character of a Summary : Oppofite to this 
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(leaving only a Paflage or Channel for the River,) on the 
"Weft Side in Northampton is Mount Tom, a fhort Ridge 
of Mountains, running in the fame Direction. The Hills 
and Mountains higher up the River, belong to the Sec- 
tion of the Province of New-Hanipfhire, as do the Moun- 
tains noted in Hazen, W. 10 d. N. divifional Line be- 
tween MaJJachufetts-Bay and New Hampfhire Provinces. 

At 15 to 20 Miles Diftance Weft: of Connecticut River 
is a long Ridge of Hills called the W&flfield Mountains. 
There is a confiderable Range of Mountains 7 Miles Eaft 
of Houfatonick River,another Ridge 7 Miles Weft'of/fta- 
fatonick, this laft is in Province of New-York. The Weft- 
field and Houfatonick Mountains render the old Road from 
Bofton to Albany not fo commodious, as a late projected 
Road, via Deerfield. 

* Much elevated High Springy Lands -, I fhall 

give 



* Such are, but in a much more extended "Manner as to Courfes 
and great Lengths. I. In Europe, in Switzerland of the dips, within 
a fmall Compafs are the Fountains of three great and very long Ri- 
vers. 1. The Danube, which running Eafterly through the Circles of 
Swebia, Bavaria, and Auftria of Germany ; through Iranfylvania, 
and the Turkijb Dominions in Europe, empties or difembogues into the 
Black Sea in Bulgaria otTurky. 2. The Rhine, which running Nor- 
therly pafFes through the Lake of Conflance, and many Principalities 
of Get-many, in fome Places dividing the German Dominions from the 
Trench ; falls into the German or Northern Ocean in Holland, by fe- 
veral Mouths called the Yffcl, Lech, atid Wabaal ; the old Rhine after 
pafiing Utrecht and Leydtn is loft in the Di/yncn or Downs (Sands tccu- 
mulated by the fcormy Ocean) and does not reach the Sea. 3. The 
rapid Rhojne, running through the Lake of Geneva, for a confidera- 
ble Space Weftward to Lyons ; thence Southward to the Mediterranean _ 
Sea, in Provence of France. \\. In the Northern Continent of dme- 
;o or 12 Miles Weft from Hud/on & River, and about 80 or 90 
Miies North from the City of New -York, are the Cat-kil Mountains, 
very lofty, giving Springs which extenfively runs. For, 1 . A Branch 
falls into Hudfinh River, thence to the Ocean near New-York. 2. A 
.Branch falls into Lake Ontario, thence in the great River of Canada^ 
or St. Laurence, which difcharges into the dtlantick Ocean, between 
Nova-Scotia and Cope- Breton, and Newfoundland. 3. A Run falls into 
the River Ohio or 'Belle Riviere, which falls into the MifiJJlppi, which 
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give two Inftances in this Province or Colony, where 
very difTufed Runs of Water originate. 

I. In the Lands where theTownfhips of Wor'cefler, Lei' 
cejler, and Rutland join, about 50 Miles Weft from BoJ- 
ton ; here fprings 1. Quinepuxet River, which falls into 
Najhway River, which falls into Merimack River in Dun- 
ftable of the Province of Ncw-Hampfhire, which empties 
it felf into the Sea or Atlantick Ocean at Newbury of 
the Province of Majjachujetts-Bay : Upon Quinepuxet and 
Najhway River, are the Townfhips of Rutland, Holden, 
Lancajler, Bolton, Harvard, Groton, and Dunjiable. 2. 
Half-Way River, which in its Progrefs is called Black- 
Jlone and Paluxet River, which empties into Naraganfet 
Bay of Rhode-IJland Colony \ upon thefe, are the Town- 
fhips of Worcejler, Grafton, Sutton, Uxbridge, Mendon, 
Attleborough, and Rehoboth of MaffachufettsBay ; and 
Cumberland, Smitbfield 'and Providence, of Rhode-IJland. 
3. Stony or French River which falls into ^uenebang Ri- 
ver in Thomjon Parifh of Killinjley which" falls into Sa- 
tucket River in Norwich, and this a little further falls into 
Thames River or Creek, which falls into Long-IJland Sound 
at New-London •, upon thefe are the TcAvnfhips of Lei- 
cejier, Oxford, Dudley, of the MaJfacbufetts-Bay ; and 
Killingjley, Pbmfret, Plainfield, Canterbury, Norwich, Gro- 
ton, and New London of Conneclicut Colony. 4. Seven 
Mile River, which falls into Quebang River in Brookfield, 
which falls into Chicabee River in Kingjlon (a granted but 
not conftituted or incorporated Townfhip) c ailed alfo the 
Elbows, which falls into Conneclicut River in Springfield, 
which empties at Seabrook into Long-IJland Sound •, upon 
thefe are the Townfliips of Rutland, Leicefler, Brookfield, 
Wejlern, Kingjlon, and Springfield of the Majfachujetts-Bay \ 
the Townfhips which lie upon the great Rivers of Meri- 



empties by many Mouths into the Bay or Gulph of Mexico. 4. A 
Stream, heads Delaware River, and falls into the Sefquahana River 
which falls into Cbefapeak Bay, and this enters the Atlantick Ocean in 
Virginia. 5. A Run of Water falls into Delaware River, which falls 
into the Bay and Ocean between Penfyfoaniq and Jerjiu. 
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mack and Conneclicut fhall be related, when we give fome 
feparate diftindl Account of thefe Rivers. 

II. Lands not appropriated, called Province Lands, 
adjoining to, and N. W. of Hatfield, Weft of Conneclicut 
River •, from thence are Branches or Runs of Water, 
I. A Branch to Houfick River, running Weft, has upoR 
it Fort Maffacbufetts, a Frontier againft the French and 
their Indians, which falls into Hudfon\ River at Scatcook 
a Village of Indians 20 Miles North of Albany. 2. A 
Branch to Houfatonick or Weftenhoek River, which running 
South to Stratford in Conneclicut falls into the Long-IJland 
Sound ; upon this River are the Townfhips of Bofton 
Grant No. 3. near New-York Line, the Property of Ja- 
cob Wendell, Efqy of his Majefty's Council of the Pro- 
vince of Maffacbufetts- Bay, Stockbridge, Upper Houfatonick, 
Sheffield, of Maffachufetts-Bay ; Salifbury, Canaan, Sharon, 
Cornwall, Kent, New -Fairfield, New-Milford, 'Newtown, 
Woodbury, Derby, Stratford, and Afilford of Conneclicut. 
3. Farmington River, running through Houfatonick No. 4. 
Houfatonick Commonage, Part of Houfatonick No. 3. and 
Part of Bedford in Maffachufetts-Bay ; through Colebrook, 
Winchefler, Barkbamflead, New- Hart ford, Farmington, 
Simfbury, falls into Conneclicut River in Simjbury. 4. 
Wejlfield River, with many Branchings paffes through 
Naraganfet No. 4, Houfatonick Commonage, Part of 
Blandford, Part of Weflfield, and falls into Conneclicut Ri- 
ver in Springfield By the Name of Acgawaam near Spring- 
field lower Ferry. 

Rivers. The two great Rivers of this Colony are, 
Merimack River, which comes from the Crotch or 
Fork near Endicot\ Tree, where Pomagewaffet River and 
the Difcharge of the Pond or Lake Winipifinket meet and 
acquire the' Name of Merimack (fignifying in the Indian 
Language a Sturgeon, this River abounds in Sturgeon) 
from - this Fork it runs Southerly about 50 Miles to Pan- 
tucket Falls, the Elbow of the River in Dracut; and thence 
it runs Eafterly about 30 Miles (round Reckoning) to 

Newbury 
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"Newbury Bar. Upon this River (thefe great Rivers tho' 
in different Provinces, are belt understood and compre- 
hended, when delineated without Interruption) the Town- 
fliips in *a defcending Order lie thus, 1. Upon the Eaft 
and North Side are Gilman-Town, Canterbury, Part of 
Rumford, Part of Suncook, Harrys-Town, Litchfield, Not- 
tingham of New- Hampfhire -, Part of Durtftable, Dracut, 
Metbuen, Haverhill, Amejbury, and Sali/bury of Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay : Upon the Weft and South Side are the 
Townfhips of Contacook, Part of Rum ford, Part of Sun- 
cook, Canada to Gorham and Company, Naraganfet No. 5. 
Merimack, and Dunftable of New-Hampjhire ; Dunftable, 
Chelmsford, Tewfcjbury, Andover, Bradford-, and Newbury 
of Majfachufetts- Bay. The Bar at the Mouth of this 
River, has only about 10 Feet of Water, and fhifts ; it 
is navigable only about 18 Miles, to Mitchel's (the firft 
Falls) Falls in Haverhill - r here they deal chiefly in Ship- 
building, the adjacent Country abounding in Ship-Tim- 
ber •, the Tide flows to Mitchel's Falls ; from Mitchel's 
Falls, 7 Miles higher Bedels, 2 Miles Peters, 6 Miles to 
Pantucket Falls, &c. 

The Falls in this" River are many ; excepting Dracut 
or Pantucket Falls about 30 Miles from the Bar, and A- 
mujkeag Falls about 25 Miles higher* ; all the other Falls 
are pafiable for Floats of Timber, and for Canoes or 
fmall Boats in. Frefhes or Floods of the River. .Many 
of thofe called Falls are only Riplings or Veins of fcat- 
tered great Rock Stones. There is at Times when the 
River is low, a Fording Place a- little above Swans Ferry 
24 Miles up from the Bar, and a little above Hunt's or 
Dracut Ferry is another Fording Place. The Ferries crofs 
this River are many, I fhall not enumerate them. The 
Elbow or Flexure of the River, called the Horfe-Shoe, is 
about 2 Miles above Pantucket Falls.' 
I> The Rivers and Rivulets Cfmall Runs rfhall not men- 
tion) which falls into this great River of Merimack. 1. 
On its North and Eaft Side, are Powow River in Amef- 
bury from Ponds in Kingfion, about 8 Miles above New- 

Kkk bury 
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bury Ferry ; Eaft River and Weft River in Haverhill 
below MitcheVs Falls ; Spigot River in Methuen, a little 
below Bodelh Falls j Bever Brook from Bever Pond in 
Londonderry comes in between the two Falls of Pantucket 
6 Miles below the Horfe-fhoe -, n Miles above the 
Horfe-fhoe is Nafumkeag Brook irf the South Parts of 
Litchfield in t!he Province of New-Hampfhire •, 6 Miles 
higher is little Cohoes Brook ; one Mile 'further is 
great Cohoes Brook, the Outlet of Maffabifick, a large 
Pond in Chejler Townfhip ; thence to Amufceag Falls are 

4 Miles, and 4 Miles higher is Loufy Brook in Harries 
Town •, thence- 6 Miles to Suncook River in the Town- 
fhip of Suncook. 2. On the South and Weft Side of 
Merimack River, are, Falls River from Boxford, comes 
into a Creek Weft Side of Plumb JJland, and thence to 
the Mouth of Newbury or Merimack River ; Hantichotk 
River about 9 Miles- above Newbury Ferry •, Catetchuck 
Brook, from a Pond of the fame Name in Andover ; 
Shawfkin River enters in Andover, about one Mile beJow 
the Entrance of Spigot River, on the other Side ; Concord 
River about one Mile below Pantucket Falls, this Concord 
River is of a confiderable Courfe, and higher is called 
Sudbury and Framingham River ; it fprings in Hopkinton, 
upon it lie Hopkinton, Framingham, Sudbury, Concord, Bed- 
ford, Billerica, and Tewkjbury ; Stony Brook, which 
fprings in Harvard paffes through Littleton, Wejlford and 
Chelmsford to Merimack River ; Salmon Brook from a 
Pond in Groton, difcharges into Merimack in Dunflable 
of NewHampfhire ; a little higher falls in Nafhway Ri- 
ver already defcribed P. 455 . thence to Naticook Brook 

5 Miles ; thence 2 Miles to Sohegen River, upon Sohegen 
River lie Souhegan Eaft called NaraganfetNo.5, Merimack 
Townfhip, Souhegan Weft, called Naraganfet No. -3, 
Monfon Townfhip, fome peculiar Grants, a Townfhip 
granted to Jffwich, Townfend, and fome Part of Lunen- 
burgh : A little below Amufceag Falls is Pifcataquaag 
Brook, which waters a Townfhip granted to Simpfon and 
others, afterwards purchafed by Lane, and others of Bof- 

ton, 
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ton, it waters a Canada Townfhip granted to Beverley, 
and a Canada Tovvnlhip to Salem, and another to Ipfwicb : 
The Southern Branch of Contacook River, waters Rumford 
or Penftycook, No. 3, of the double Line of Barrier 
Towns called Hopkinton Grant, No. 6, of ditto, called 
Marlborough Grant, fome unappropriated Lands, a Grant 
to the Town of Concord, purchafed by Mr. Peter Pref- 
cot and others, and Canada to Rowley Town : Next a- 
bove Contacook Grant is Naamcook Brook ; and next a- 
bove that is the Fork or Beginning of the Denomination 
of Merimack River. 

f The other great River is Connecticut, an Indian 
Word fignifying a long River ; upon this River lie three 
of the New England Colonies ; Connecticut liesupon it 
about 52 Miles •, thence Maffacbufetts-Bay by an Indent 
of 9 Miles which makes the Townfhip of Suffield Weft 
Side, and Enfield Eaft Side of the River, to the W. 9 d. 
N. imaginary divifional Line of Majfacbufetts-Bay and 
Connecticut ; from this divifional Line, the Province of 
Majfacbufetts-Bay lies about4;Miles direct,Northerly; and 
further North is New Hampfhire indefinitely, or Crown 
Lands annexed to the JurifdidYion of New-Hampfhire. 

From the Bar at the Mouth of Connecticut River to the 
Boundary imaginary" Line of Majfacbufetts-Bay and Con- 
necticut are about 60 Miles •, from this imaginary Line, 
as per a Provincial Survey by Gardner and Kellock Anno 
1737, to the great Falls in No. 3, * about 2© Miles di- 
rect above Fort Bummer, are in Meridian Diftance 72 
Englifh Statute Miles and 1 20 Rod, and thefe great Falls 

f The Reader, in^allfuch dry Accounts which are local, and do 
not fall under the Cognizance of many ; muft excufe them, as defign- 
ed for a local Benefit, and may be fuperficially patted over by fome, 
as* being of no general Concern. • 

*In manyArticles.by fome Readers I may be cenfured as too prolix 
or minute ; my Defign, I hope is laudable to prevent a Lofs ; pub- 
lick Records are at Times loft by Fire, iifr. as happened not longfince 
at Willi amjbourgva. Virginia, and laft Year at Bojlon in Ma]/acbujctts- 
Bay Province. 

are 
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are 18 Miles 140 Rod Eaft of the Majfachufetts and Con- 
necticut Boundary Line, where ic interfects the River ; 
and above thefe Falls, for about 10 or 12 Miles^ Town- 
fhips are laid out and appropriated •, the Garrifon in'No. 
4. on the Eaft Side of the River, as a Frontier againft the 
French and their Indians, is well noted in the New-Eng- 
land Hiftory of the "prefent War. The greateft Extent 
of New-England, diredtly inland is from Seabrook Bar at 
the Mouth of Connetlicut River, to this No. 4. being a- 
bout 150 Miles. 

This River of Connetlicut from its long Courfe, is fub- 
jecl to fudden Floods or Frefhes, and v. g. at Hartford 
fometimes rifes 20 Feet ; the Tide (the Influence of the 
Tide comes fo high) or rather the Stoppage of the River 
from the Tides below, rifes only a few Inches. The 
fhoaleft Water from Suffield firft Falls to the Mouth of 
the River, is about one Mile below Hartford Town, be- 
ing about 4 Feet. This River, as the adjacent People 
obferve, becomes in Procefs of Time -f more mallow. 
From the Mouth of this River to about 150 Miles up, 
to the Eye, it does not alter much in its Width (though 
in that Space it receives many confiderable Streams) be- 
ing generally from 80 to 100 Rod : For Tnftance*, from 
Hadley to Northampton, the Ferry # is about 80 Rod, and 
at medium Times runs 2 or 3 Knots, fcowed over in a- 
bout 9 Minutes :• At the Mouth of the River, the Tide 
flows from 4 to 6 Feet, upon the Bar are about 10 to 12 
Feet Water •, the general Courfe of the River is N. N. E. 
and S. S. W. •, a S: S. E. Wind will carry a VefTel tip 
all the Reaches of this River, fo far as it is navigable, it 
is navigable for Sloops near 60 Miles ; the Banks of the 
River, are generally fteep and fandy ; in different Places 
in Procefs of Time, lofing on one Side, and gaining 

«- • ; ■ • • 

■f In new unimproved Countries, Damps and Foggs lodge and form 
fmall Runs' of Water ; as the Land is cleared and laid open, thofe 
Damps vanifh, and the fmall Runs dry up, and fome of our Water- 
lVii : !s upon this Aecount, are become of no Ufe ~, their Streams are 
became quite dry or deficient. 
. * The Width of tlartf.rd Ferry is too Rod. 

Ground 
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Gro^J on the other Side. Salmon and Shade come up 
this River to fpawn, but in fmaller Quantities and later, 
and continue a fhorter Time (about three Weeks in May) 
than in Merimack River. The Rivulets and Brooks 
where they fall into the great River, are not paflable in 
Frefh.es and Floods, becaufe of the back -Water. Some 
Ferries where there are no Habitations, are kept at the 
Charge of the Counties, confiding of a large Scow or 
Flat, to carry Perfons, Cattle, and Good6, with a Canoe, 
Tender; Travellers ferry themfelves over, always leaving 
the Flat on one Side, and the Canoe on the other to 
fetch the .Scow upon Occafion ; an Inftance of this is in 
Northfield Ferry. 

The firft Falls of .this River are- about 60 Miles from 
its Mouth, at Devotion Ifland in the South Parts of Suf- 
field \ the next are about the IVIiddle of Nuffield, Tialf a 
Mile long ; both thefe are paflable by Boats in Channels, 
next are the Falls in the Southerly Parts of Northampton, 
about i*> Miles further up the River,* not paflable by 
Boats ; the other Falls higher, we fhall not enumerate. 

The Townfhips upon this* River ace, 1. Upon its Eaft 
Side •, in Connecticut Colony, Lime, Eafi Hadham, Part 
of Midletown, Glajfenbury, Part of Hartford, and Part of 
Windfpr ; in the Province of Majjachufetts Bay, Enfield, 
Springfield, Haq\ley, Sunderland, Farms or Peculiars, and 
Part of Northfield ; in the Province of New-Hampfhire, 
Part of Northfield, Winchefier, No. 1, 2, 3, and 4. 2. 
Upon its Weft Side ; in Conneclicut Colony, are\ Sea- 
brook, Wefl -Hadham^ Part of Midletown', Wethers field, 
Part of Hartford, and" Part of Windjor ; in the Province 
of MafJ'achufetts Bay, are, Suffeld, Part of Springfield, 
Northampton, Hatfield, Deerfield, Part of Northfield •, in 
the Province of NewHampfhire, are Part of Northfield, 
40,000 Acres equivalent Land belonging to four Pro- 
prietors ("in its S. E. Corner upon the River on a plain 
and long Reach of the River, (lands Fort Bummer, which 
although in the Diftrict of New Hampfhire, incapable of 
defending its long Frontier Range, is maintained at 

the 
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the Charge of the Maffachufetts-Bay ) Num^s 1, 
and 2. 

The confiderable Runs of Water which falls into Con- 
necticut River, 1 . Upon its Eaft Side are Salmon River 
and Cove, in Eajl-Hadham, Hocamm River in Eaft- Hart- 
ford, Pedant Brook and Scantick River in Eaft Windfor ; 
Frem Water Brook in Enfield ; Long-Meadow Brook, 
Mill River, and Chicabee River with its Townfhips enu- 
merated P. 455, in Springfield ; Batchelor\ Brook and 
Fort River in Hadley (higher the great River is fordable 
from Hadley to Hatfield ; and a little above Northfield 
Meeting-Houfe or Church, Carts in a dry Time ford trie 
great River) Mohawk's River, and Saw-mill Brook in 
Sunderland % in the intermediate Farms is Miller's River 
veryj-apid, it is compofed of many Branches which water 
Canada to Dorchefier, Canada to Ipjwich, Ipfwich Grant, 
Canada to Rowley, Pefuioag, Canada to Sylvefter, and 
Canada to Roxbury ; in Northfidd . is Patchoaag Brook, 
Jfhuelot River,'its Branches water fome of the double 
Range of Frontier Towns, Upper and Lower Afhuelot 
Townfhips, Canada to Roxbury, and Winchejler. 2. Upon 
its Weft Side are Roaring Brook; and Mill Brook in Weft 
Hadham ; Midleton River, and Dividend Brook in Weft 
Midleton Precinct ; Goffs Brook and Robins Brook in 
Wethers field •, Hartford River in Hartford ; Aliens Brook 
and Heyden's Brook in Windfor with Farmington River de- 
fcribed P. 456 •, Stony Brook in Suffield ; Agawaam alias 
Weftfield River in Springfield, defcribed P. 456 -, Monhan 
River in Northampton ; Hatfield Mill River in Hatfield, 
Deerfield River, which by its Branches waters the Bofion 
Grants, No. 1, and 2, the Grant to Hunt and others ; 
Falls River which after watering a Townfhip-to Gallop 
and others, and Falls-fight Townfhip, falls into the great 
River in Deerfield ; the next confiderable Run of Water 
is Weft River, about 2 or 3 Miles above Fort Dummer, 
confiderably higher (Information from Capt. Welles of 
peerfield,foin\er\y aPartizari or Ranger againft the Indians 
in Governour Dnmmr\ War) Connecticut River Forks ; 

one 
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one Branch comes from near the White Hills Eafterly in 
the Province of Main, •the other comes from the North- 
ward tow&rdsCanadd,anIndia.n travelling Branchto Canada. 

We (hall only mention one River more (in the Stile 
of .a late Hiftorian C — M — D. D. the Subject is dry, 
though watery) Charles River ; it is not large and 
considerable, otherwife than as being referred to, in fet- 
tling the South Line of thefoteMaffacbufetts-Bay Colony, 
as is Merimack- River in fettling the North Boundary Line : 
The Words in the old Charter are, " As alfo all and firv 
gular thofe Lands and Hereditaments whatfoever, lying 
within the Space of three Englifh Miles on the South 
Part of faid River called Charles River, or any or every 
Part thereof.". Stop River which rifes in Wrentham was 
pinched upon as the moft Southerly Branch of Charles 
River, and at three Miles South of the Head of this Ri- 
ver, the South Line of Majfachufetts-Bay was delineated ; 
Stop River falls into the main Body of Charles River in 
Medfield. The furtheft Head of Charles River is in the 
N. E. Parts of Mendon, and upon jt lie the Townfhips 
of Bellingham, Medway, fVrentham, Medfield,. Sherburn, 
Natick an Indian Refer ve, Dedham, Needham, (here are 
two confiderable Falls in this River) Newtown, Weslown, 
Waltham, Watertown, Cambridge, and Brooklin : This 
River falls into the Bottom of Maffachufetts or Boslon 
Bay, and ferves to bring down to Boslon, Floats or Rafts 
of Ship-Timber by 'the Tide from Watertown Barcadier 
about 9 Miles : There is another Creek, or River, a 
fmall Way Eaft of this, called Myslick Rive"r, of about 
4 Miles rafting from the Barcadier of Med ford Town (hip >, 
from My flick Barcadier are fent to Boslon, Bricks,- Tar, 
and Turpentine. 

The Promontories remarkable are, only Point Al- 
der-ton about 9 or 10 Miles below Boslon upon the South 
Side of the Bay, over-againft the Light Houfe ; here is 
a good Harbour oalled Hull-Gut, and the fafe Road of 
Nantajket fecured by circumambient Iflands, where the 
King's Ships, and Merchant. Ships outward and inward 

bound 
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bound anchor for a Time ; it lies about 6 or 7 Miles be- 
low Boslon, and by Act of Affembly is dcem'd belong- 
ing to the Harbour of Boslon. 

Cape-Anne the North Side Entrance or Promontory of 
Maffachufetts-Bay, Thatcher' % Ifland lies about two 
Leagues Eaft of this Harbour, and a fmaH Matter with- 
out Thatcher' 's, are Rocks called the. Salvages •, from the 
Salvages are two Leagues to Ipfwich Bar, a dangerous 
Bay called Ipfwich Bay, from a great Sea and Indraught ; 
Cape- Anne Harbour is about eleven Leagues N. N. E. 
Eafterly from Boslon -, the Southern Promontory of 
Maffachufetts-Bay called Cape Cod in N. Lat. 42 d. 10 m. 
lies about 1 8 Leagues E. by S. from Boslon : The Width 
of the Entrance of- this Bay, is from Cape- Anne Har- 
bour S. W. 14 Leagues, to the Hook, or Harbour of 
Cape-Cod. 

The Sea Ports and their principal Trade of Export 
and Import muft be referred to the following Article, of 
the feveral Jurifdictions of New- England, united by a 
new Charter ; it is only fince the new Charter took 
Place, "that Sea- Port Diftricts of preventive Cuftom- 
Houfes and Branches have taken Place : Here we mall 
only enumerate them •, befides fniall Creeks and Inlets for 
Timber and Firewood in coafting fmall VefTels, and for 
curing of Fifh •, there are Newbury a Branch of the 
Collection of Port/mouth in New Hampfhire •, there are 
Ipfwich, Cape-Anne, Salem and Marhlehead, belonging to 
the Collection of Salem -, Charleftown, Boflon, and all the 
other Cuftom-Houfe Branches of Majfacbftfetts-Bay, be- 
long to the Collection of Boflon. 

■ Article 6. 
Concerning the prefent Territories as united by the Name cf 
the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay. 

AS we before hinted by a Charter Oclober 7. 1691, 
-*■*- fundry Territories, under feveral Grants and Jurifdic- 
tions, for their better Accommodation and Conveniencies, 

were 



Of Massachusetts-Bay? 46*5 

were united by Charter into one Property and JurifdicYioti, 
that is, into one General Affcribly. 

The Bill for reftoring the New-England Charters be- 
ing dropt by the Diffolution of the Revolution-Conven- 
tion- Parliament •, the New- England Agents were puzzled, 
whether, to (land a Trial at Law, by a Writ of Error for 
reverfing the Judgments againft the old Charters, or to 
accept of a Draught of a new Charter ; at length they 
acquiefccd in the King's Pleafure, and the King directed 
a new Charter. 

The Nature of this Union of feveral Colonies into one 
Jurifdiction, the new Charter with a fubfequent explana- 
tory Charter, and fundry other general Affairs, have been 
by Way of Anticipation already narrated, fee P. 374,&c. 

In the general Account of Briti/h North- America, we 
omitted the Poft-Office, a very beneficial Inftitution •, and 
as the prefent Province of MaJ[achufetts-Bay, is its mod 
confiderable Branch, here it may naturally take Place. 

The Poft-Office in England was fettled by Aft of Par- 
liament 12 Carol. II. In the Beginning of this prefent 
Century Mr. Hamilton of New-Jerjies projected a Poft- 
Office for Britijb North America, this he effected and ob- 
tained a Patent for the Management and Profits of the 
fame, this Patent he afterwards fold to the Crown, and a 
few Years after the Union, the Pofts of England, Scotland, 
Ireland and America were put under one Director by Aft 
of Parliament 9 Anne •, conftituting one Poft Mafter-Ge- 
neral for all the Briti/h Dominions •, to keep a General- 
Poft Office in London, the Poft-Mafter-General may keep 
one Letter- Office in Edinburgh, another in Dublin, ano- 
ther at New-Tork, and other chief Offices at convenient 
Places in America and the Leeward JJlands, and appoint 
Deputies for managing, the particular Rates for the Poft- 
age of Letters in the Plantations-, requires too much Room 
for a Summary, it is refer'd to Stat. 9 Ann* Cap. 10. We 
ihall only relate ; that all Letters from on board any Ship, 
fhall be delivered to the Deputy Poft-Mafterof the Place, 
Penalty 5 £. Sterl. for every Offence ; the Poft-Mafter 
L 1 J paying 
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mying to the Deliverer One Penny Sterl. per Letter. 
N. B. 1 his Claufe is not much attended to, becaufe the 
Act exempts Merchants Letters, and thofe of Matters of 
Ships,fo as fuchLetters be delivered to the Perfons to whom 
they are direded without receiving any Profit for them • 
And any Letters fent by private Friends, or by any Mef- 
fenger about private Affairs or Bufinefs. 

From Pifcataqua or Port/mouth, to Philadelphia is a re- 
gular Poftage, from thence to Williamjhurg is uncertain 
becaufe the Poft does not proceed until Letters are lode- 
ed, fufficient to pay the Charge of the Poft-Riders • 
From WiUiamJburg in Virginia to Charles-Town in South' 
Carolina, the Poft-Carriage is fiill more uncertain 

There is a Deputy Poft- Mafter- General for America 
appointed by the Poft-Mafter-General in London ; New- 
7ork is appointed for his Official Refidence, but by Con- 
nivance he refides any where, v. g. atprefent in Virginia 
Elliot Benger, Efq; formerly Mr. Loydd'm South Carolina. 
Here it properly belongs to give an Account of the 
general and frequented travelling Roads from Penobfcot 
Bay N.Lat. 44 d. 30 m. (further North is Duke of tori's 
Property and Nova-Scotia, no travellingRoads) toSt Juan 
or St. John's River in Florida, N. Lat. 3 1 d. this by an 
Agreement with Spain Anno 1738 is the Termination of 
our Property or Claim in Florida : This is 40 Miles N. 
of St. Augujlin belonging to the Spaniards, from St. Au- 
gujlin there is a Land Communication to Moville, and 
from thence to MiJJiftppi ; thefe belong to the Spanifh and 
French, which properly do not belong to our Hiftory. 

We fhall begin at St. Georges Fort and BlockHoufe 

upon St. Georges River, a few Miles S. W. of Penobfcot 

Bay ; from thence Miles. 

O f To Mufcongus or Broad-Bay I2 * 

j % Frederick VFort at Pemaquid j 

;•£- Damarfcotti Falls and Mills IO 

5T<( The Settlement on Sheep/cot River c 

Arrow/id, or George Town in Sagadahoc Bay of 

ghtenebec River, via JVifcaffel 2 o 

George 
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George Fort in Brunfwick 22 

Royal's River in North- Yarmouth 14 

Prefumpfcot Ferry in Falmouth 9 

J 2 <( Stroud {Valer Ferry in Falmouth 4 

Saco or Winter- Harbour Ferry in Biddiford 20 

Kennebunk Ferry in Arundel 10 

/^//<fj Meeting-Houfe 6 

2V& Ferry 16" 
^KitteryFeny over PifcalaquaR. toPortfmoulh 8 



H: 



j£ ^ C Hampton Meeting-Houfe 14 

,|| if <{ Boundary Line Hamp/hire and Maffachufetts- 
*p> • L -S^y Provinces 6" 
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r Merrimack R.F. dividing«W//£#ry fromNewbury 3 
Ipfwich 1 2 

Beverley Ferry dividing Beverly from &7/M1 12 
Winifimet or Chelfea Ferry (of 2M.) to Z?<?/2o« 17 
Dedham 1 l 

«{ Naponfet River in Walpole 9 

Wrentham Meeting-Houfe 7 

Atlleborough Meeting-Houfe 9 

Rehoboth,a\\as Seaconck Meeting-Houfe 7 

Patucket River Ferry ; Boundary of Majfa- 
chufetts-Bay Province, zndRhode IJlandColo. 2 
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§3 [Providence Town 
p |_ Through feveral fmall and diftant Settlements 
§ ^ > to a little Weft of Pakatuke Bridge, Pakatuke 
% §* I River divides the Colonies of Connecticut 



*• L an d Rhode- IJland 57 
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( My flick River dividing Stonington from Grot on y 
Thames River Ferry, dividing Groton from 

New London 8 

A Rope Ferry over Nahantick Gut 5 

Saybrook River Ferry, dividing Lyme from Say- 

brook 1 o 

Killingfworth 10 

Guilford Eaft Parifli 5 

Ga/7/W Weft Parifli 5 

Brantford (generally to be underftood) Old 

Meeting- Houfe 12 

^ £4/? £fow» Parifli Ferry 8 

iW-K; Haven 2 

Mil ford j 2 

Stratford River Ferry 4 

Stratfield, a Parifli 3 

Fairfield 4 

Norwalk 1 2 

Stamford 10 

Greenwich or Horfe-Neck 7 

w Z?yrtf/z? River dividing Connetlicut from N.Tork 2 

126 
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3 (Rye 3 

New Rochel 5 

EaftChaJler 4 
76'flg' j flrwjj* to thelfland of New-TorkCounty 6 

i^i Half- Way Houfe Tavern 9 

City of New-York 9 

Ferry to Staten Ifland Point 15 

By Land to Elizabeth Point Ferry 6 
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»-, (Woodbridge 12 

^ <( Brunfwick Ferry of Raritan Rive? 1 8 

11 {Prince Town 12 
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«^2 Trent Town F. overDe laWare R. dividing the 
c* Province of New-Jerfies from Penjylvania 10 

^ — .— 

52 



r Briftol, oppofite to Bridlington or Burlington 10 

Philadelphia 20 

Schuyhkill River Ferry 3 

D*r£y 4 

Brandewine 1 4 

Newcaftle 6 

Boundary Line of Penjylvania and Maryland 12 
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^ (Elk- River 5 

North-Easl River 7 

Sefquahana River Ferry 9 

Gunpowder River Ferry 25 

O^ Petapfco River Ferry 20 

Annapolis the Capital of Maryland 30 

[//>/>£ r Marlborough 3 6 

Pifcataway 1 6 

/V/ Tobacco 1 6 
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r Potomack F. dividing Maryland from Virginia 4 
How's Ferry 20 

Southern's Ferry 30 

Arnold Ferry 36 

Clay born' s Ferry 22 

§ ^ Freneaux Ordinary 12 

Williamjburg the Capital 16 

//<?£ 7/fo»^ 7 

7#? 0/ #7f£/ Court-Houfe 1 8 

Nanfemond Court-Houfe 20 

Benncfs 
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Bennet's Creek (near this is the Boundary Line 
between the Provinces of Virginia and N. 
Carolina ) 30 
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("Eden Town, Formerly the Capital 30 

I Chowan Sound Ferry 10 

Pemlico 44 

Ferry to Bath town 5 

Newbern Ferry (the prefent" Capital) where 

News River and Trent River meet 32 

Whittock River 20 

^><( iV<?«; Z?z*i;i?r Ferry 30 

Newtown or Wilmington on the Forks of &?/><? 

Fear River, 30 Miles above the Bar 45 

Lockwood's Folly 15 

Sifo//*/ River 8 

£////<? River, Boundary Line between the two 

Governments of North and South Carolina 8 
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^Eaft End of Long-Bay 14 

Well End of Long-Bay 25 

Winy aw Ferry 3° 

&?«/** Ferry l z 

Sewee Ferry 20 

Charlejlown, the Capital ; here is a Ferry 30 
I <; Port-Royal 6o 

Frederica in Georgia, on the South Branch of 

Altamacha River 99 

5/. >*» or 5/. 7<?&/« River, yielded to Great- 
Britain by Spaing Agreement Anno 1738 
it is 40 Miles N. of Spanijh Fort St. Auguf- 
tin 
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In the new Settlements they reckon by computed not 
meafured Miles, confequently there may be in feveral of 
the Diftances, an unvoidable Error of a Mile or two. 

This is a Road of great Extent, well laid out and fre- 
quented, it fhows the vaft Extent of the Britijh Planta- 
tions along the Eaft Shore of North- America •, the feve- 
ral Britijh Provinces and Colonies, extend upon this great 
Road as follows, 

Miles. 1 
Eaft Divifion of Majfachujetts-Bay 143 

New-Hampjhire 20 

Weft Divifion of Majfachujetts-Bay 89 

Rhode- I/land 58 

ConneRicut 126" 

New- Tor k 57 

New Jerftes 54 

Penjylvania 78 

Maryland 1 44 

Virginia 2 1 5 

North Carolina 247 

South-Carolina and Georgia 301 

J 53 2 

The many Ferries, and fome of them not well attend- 
ed, are a confiderable Hindrance in travelling : but by 
thefe it appears that the Country is well watered, a great 
Advantage in Produce and Manufaftures ; and as many 
of the Rivers, Sounds and Bays are navigable, a confide- 
rable Diftance inland j they are of great Benefit in Navi- 
gation or Trade. 

As the Conftitutions of all the Britijh Plantations are 
nearly the fame, being minute in this Article, may fave 
Repetitions and fhorten the following Seclions ; therefore 
Perfpicuity and Diftinftnefs require this Article to be di- 
vided into Subfections. 

1£ 
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§. I. Concerning the Civil Adminiftration. 

This Adminiftration may be divided into the legiflative 
fupreme Court, called the General Court or General Af- 
fembly of the Province •, and the fubordinate executive 
Courts. 

'The Great and General Court or Provincial Aflembly, 
confifts of three Negatives, viz. the Governor, the Coun- 
cil, and Houfe of Repreferatatives. 

The Governor is by Patent or Commiflion From the 
King durante beneplacito, with a Book of Inftruftions ; 
which Inftruftions though binding to the Governor (fre- 
quently broke in upon by fome Governors) are not fo to 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, as they have from Time 
to Time reprefented to the Governor ; for Inftance, one 
of the InftrucYions requires a Sallary of One Thoufand 
Pounds Sterl. per Annum, to be fettled upon the Gover- 
nour -, this is always obftinately refufed, but are willing 
to grant him a yearly Support, futable to the Dignity of 
his Excellency, and confident with the Ability of the 
People their Conftituents, of which it may be fuppofed 
they only are the proper Judges. 

The military Government by Sea and Land, is fole in 
the King's Governors •, they grant all Commiffions in the 
Militia, which gives the Governors a vaft Influence ; Peo- 
ple in the Plantations are readily bribed by diftinguifhing 
Titles. — The Governors in the Plantations have thatcon- 
liderable Power of negativing or fufpending Counfellors 
without affigning Reafons \ Governor Belcher at one 
Time negatived 13 Councellors in the pernicious Land- 
Bank Intereft ; this Management of Mr. Belcher's was 
in a high Manner approved of by the pafling an Act of 
the Britifh Parliament foon after •, this Land-Bank is de- 
figned in the Words of the Aft " mifchievous Under- 
takings in America, and unlawful Undertakings " but fo 
it is, that this Aft of Parliament is not fully put in Ex- 
ecution at this Day Chrittmas 1 748. They nominate 
Duranto beneplacito all Judges, Juftices and Sheriffs, which 

being 
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being, with the Militia Officers of the feveral Townfhips, 
a great Majority in the lower Houfe, gives the Governor 
a very great Influence there : the Power of negativing the 
Members of the upper Houfe makes his Influence there 
fo confiderable, that he has in a great Meafure two Ne- 
gatives in the Legislature •, the King at Home cannot 
negative or fufpend any Member of the upper Houfe cal- 
led the Houfe of Lords. 

The Governor has the Opportunity of recommending 
to the Houfe, Agents or Provincial Attorneys, his Friends 
or Creatures-, to manage their Affairs and his own at the 
Court and Boards in Great-Britain, and to procure for 
them handfome Gratuities : For Inftance, the Governor 
in a MefTage to the AfTembly, March 16. 1743,4, re- 
commends a generous Allowance to Mr. Kilby, he hav- 
ing ferved the Province upon particular Orders of this 
Court, with great Induftry, Faithfulnefs and Succefs. A 
Governor by frequent and long Speeches and MeflTages 
to the Houfe of Reprefentatives (Tometimes near one half 
of the Journal or Votes of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
confifts of thefe Speeches and MefTages) feems to act as 
a Member of that Houfe, or rather as the Speaker or 
Orator (a French Exprefiion) of the Houfe ; fometimes 
Governors proceed further, for Inftance, Anno 1 744 the 
Governor defires of the Houfe of Reprefentatives -, that 
in the Recefs of the General AfTembly (which muft be 
fhort Intervals, becaufe of late Years the General AfTem- 
bly at a great Charge to the Province have had very 
frequent and long Sittings) upon any fudden Emergency, 
the Governor and his Council may be impowered to draw 
upon the Treafurer. The Governor has a Negative not 
only in all Bills of AfTembly, butalfo in all their Electi- 
ons, that of a Speaker not excepted. 

Thus the Governor commiflions all Militia, and other 
military Officers, independently of the Council or Af- 
fembly ; he nominates all Civil Officers, excepting thofe 
concerned in the Finances or Money- Affairs, and with 
Confentof the Council, they are accordingly appointed -, 
M m m He 
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He calls, difiblves, prorogues, adjourns, removes, and o- 
therways harraffes the General Affembly at Pleafure ; he 
frequently refufes his AfTent to Bills, Refolves, and Or- 
ders of the General Court j whereas our Sovereign in 
Great-Britain, excepting upon very extraordinary Occa- 
fions, does not exert this Prerogative •, thus we fee a de- 
legated Power alTuming more than the fovereign confti- 
tuent Authority chufes to venture upon. 

His juft pecuniary Perquifites are confiderable, an Al- 
lowance or Grant of iooo £. Sterl. or nearly its Value 
per An. ; has one Third of all Cuftom-Houfe Seizures, 
the Naval Office belongs to him, and many Fees of va- 
rious Natures. In Time of War there are Fees for grant- 
ing Letters of Mart or Mark to private Men of War 
called Privateers, and many Emoluments arifmg from 
multiplied Expeditions. 

Notwithstanding of this great Authority, a Governor's 
Station is very fiippery ; upon frivolous and fometimes 
falfe Complaints he is liable to be called to Account, fu~ 
per ceded by fome Expectant at Court, and if the Male- 
Adminiftration is notorious, he is alfo mulcled. 

By Charter the Governor cannot imprefs Men into the 
military Service, to march out of the Province, without 
an Act or Refolve of the General Court ♦, the Governor 
by his nth Inftruction, is not to give his AfTent to any 
Act for repealing any of the (landing Laws of the Pro- 
vince, without a fufpending Claufe, that is, until a Copy 
thereof, be tranfmitted and laid before the King. By the 
1 2th Inftruction the Governor is reftrained to 30,000 £. 
Sterl. per An. Emiflions of publick Paper Credit ; but 
upon Account of unforefeen Incidents in the Time of 
the late War with Spain and France •, he was in this Ar- 
ticle left at large, this gave a Handle for unlimited ruin- 
ing Emiflions, a Privilege, faid to be by his Majefty's In- 
dulgence; the Governor in his Speech, July 2. fays, lam 
freed now from the chief Restraints I was under, whereby 
Depreciations enfued to the great finking of all the per- 
fonal Eftates in the Province, Specialties excepted. 

Some 
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Some Account of the Governors, from the Arrival of the 
New Charter, in the Province of Maflachufetts-Bay. 

Sir William Phips * Son of a Blackfmith, born Anno 
1650, at a defpicable Plantation on the River of ^tten- 
nebeck ; after keeping of Sheep fome Years, he was bound 
Apprentice to a Ship-Carpenter for four Years, afterwards 
went to Boflon, learned to read and write, followed the 
Carpenter's Trade, and married the Widow of Mr. John 
Hull Merchant •, upon Advice of a Spanijh Wreck about 
the Bahamas, he took a Voyage thither, but without Suc- 
ccfs •, Anno 1683 in a King's Frigate the Algier Rofe, 
he was fitted out, upon the Difcovery of another Spanijh 
Wreck near Port de la Plata vpon Hifpaniola, but return- 
ed to England unfuccefsful : Soon after 1687, he prevail- 
ed with the Duke of Albemarle, at that Time Governor 
of Jamaica, and fome other Perfons of Quality, to fit 
him out with a royal Patent or Commiflion to fifh upon 
the fame Spanifh Wreck which had been loft about 50 
Years fince •, by good Luck in about feven or eight Fa- 
thom Water he fifht the Value of near Three Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds Sterling (the Bermudians found good 
Gleanings there after his Departure) whereof he had a- 
bout 16000 £. Sterl. for his Share, and the Honour of 
Knighthood, andobtain'd of King James II. by Purchafe, 
to be conftituted High Sheriff of New-England, but was 
never in theExecution of this Patenr,and returned to Eng- 
land 1688 (N. B. he had not received Baptifm until 
March 1690 ASt. 40) and foon after came back to New- 
England. Upon the breaking out of the Indian War 
1688, he follicited an Expedition againft Nova-Scotia 
May 1 690, and had good Succefs againft the French; but 
his fubfequent Expedition in Autumn, againft Canada the 
fame Year was difafterous, as has been already narrated, 
and in the Words of Mr. Mather " though ufed to div- 
ing for Plate, this was an Affair too deep for him to dive 

* This Account is mainly taken from Cotton Mather, D. D. 

into," 
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into," amongft other bad Confequences of this ill-con- 
trived and worfe managed Canada Expedition, was the 
introducing of a pernicious, fraudulent Paper-Currency, 
or Bills of publick Credit, to pay the Charges or Debt 
incurr'd •, the Operation of this injurious Currency is fuch 
that all perfonal Eftates (Specialities excepted) are reduc'd 
to One for Eight, reckoning by heavy Pieces of Eight 
(or feven Eights of an Ounce of Silver) at 6 f. ; the 
Lofs of Men was of very bad Confequence to an Infant 
Colony, which was not by the Enemy, but by a Camp 
Fever, the Small-Pox, and Difafters in returning Home, 
notwithstanding, as Dr. Mather expreffes it, " the Wheel 
of Prayer for them in New England was kept conftantly 
going round." Soon after his Return to Bo/ion he went 
for London to petition the Court of England (notwith- 
ftanding of former Difafters, and his own Incapacity to 
manage the Affair) to encourage another Expedition a- 
gainft Canada. Upon obtaining of a new Charter dated 
Oil. 7. 1691, at the Defire of the New- England Agents 
Sir William Phips was appointed Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Majfachufetts-Bay and Territories thereto belong- 
ing ; he arrived with the new Charter May 14. 1692 ; 
and June 8, the Affembly under the new Charter met for 
the firft Time. He was ordered Home to anfwer fome 
Complaints, and fail'd from Bofion, Nov. 17. 1694, and 
died of a malignant Fever in London, Feb. 18. following.}! 

j| Mr. Mather his Advocate, writes " nor indeed had the Hunger 
of a Sallary, any fuch Impreflion upon him, as to make him decline 
doing all pofiible Service for the Publick — That he was not to be rec- 
koned amongft thofe who were infamous for infinite Avarice andVil- 
Ja'ny. Magnalia Book II. — He was not afhamed of his former low 
Circumftances j.once in failing with a confiderable Command in Sight 
of Qucnnebcck ; he faid to thofe under his Command, Young Men it 
was upon that Hill that I kept Sheep a few Years ago, you don't know 
what you may come to. — Upon his Death Dr. C. Mather wrote an 
Elegy, beginning thus, 

And to Mortality a Sacrifice 

Tails he, ivhofe Deeds mujl him immortalize. 

This is not very fluent, but meant well. 

If 
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IF he had been difmifTed from his Government, he de- 
fjgned to have gone upon another Spanifi Wreck, which 
had Governor Broadille aboard. 

William St 'ought 'on ,Efq-, Lt. Governor, was Commander 
in chief from GovernorP£//>j's going Home in the Autumn 
1694, until the Arrival of Governor Lord Bellamont in 
June 1699, after a few Months Lord Bellomont returning 
ro New-York, Mr. Stoughton was again in the Chair, and 
continued till his Death in May 1702. In Honour to his 
Memory a Townfhip is called by his Name. 

In May 1 702, upon the Abfence of the Governor and 
Death of the Lieut. -Governor; conform to Charter, the 
Majority of the Council afTumed the Government, until 
the Arrival of Governor Dudley June 11. 1702. 

Earl of Bellomont in Ireland, being appointed Gover- 
nor-General of New- York, Majfachufetts-Bay and New- 
Hampjhire ; in his PafTage to America in the End of the 
Year 1697, from this bad Winter Coafr, he was obliged 
to bear away to Barbados, he did not arrive in New-York 
until May 1698. In the Summer 1699, he met our Af- 
fembly in BosJon, his being a new Governor, cunning, 
complaifant, and of Quality, did ingratiate him very much 
with the People, he was allowed 1000 £. Salary, and 
500 £. Gratuity : In the Autumn he returned to New- 
York, and died there in February 1700,1. 

Jofepb Dudley, Efq; arrived Governor June 11. 1702. 
He was Son to Governor Thomas Dudley, fee P. 429 ; 
he was chofen AfTiftant (that is of the CouncilJ 1682, 
upon the Charter being in Danger, he was fent Home 
jointly with Mr. Richards as Colony- Agents ; Being a 
Native of the Country, a good Politician, and cunning 
Man, i. e. of Subtality, the Court of England deem'd him 
a proper Perfon, to introduce or facilitate a Change in the 
Adminiftration of the Colony ; accordingly upon the 

Charter's 
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Charter's being vacated, he was appointed Prefident or 
pro tempore Commander in chief April 1686, and arrived 
at Bojlon the 'June following : In December of the fame 
Year arrived Sir Edmund Andros as Governor, Nicholfon 
Lieut.-Governor, and two Independent Companies of Sol- 
diers ; Mr. Dudley is appointed Chief Juftice, but was 
outed in the New-England Revolution, April 1689. 

Anno 1690, he was appointed chief Juftice of New- 
York. Upon going Home he was chofen Anno iyor, 
Member of Parliament for Newtown of the IJle of 'Wight , 
which introduced him to the Government of the Pro- 
vince of MaJ[achufetts-Bay his native Country. King 
William died before he fet out, but his CommiiTion was 
renewed by Queen Anne, he continued Governor until 
Nov. 1 7 15, when Col. Tailer was appointed Lieut Go- 
vernor under Col. Burgefs appointed Governor ; Col. 
Tailer produced an Exemplification of Col. Burgefs'sCom- 
miffion or Patent, and as Lieut.-Governor under him af- 
fumed the Government Nov. 9. N. B. Queen Anne 
died Auguft 1. 1714, Mr. Dudley continued in Govern- 
ment according to the Act of Parliament for continuing 
Officers for fix Months after the Demife of a Sovereign, 
that is, until Feb. 1 ; the fix Months being expired, the 
Council in Conformity to the Charte r , took upon them- 
felves the Adminiftration ; but Mr. Dudley having March 
21, via New-York, received the King's Proclamation for 
continuing all Officers till further Orders, he reaffumed the 
Government, and continued Governor to November, as 
above : He died at his Houfe in Roxbury near Boslon, 
Anno 1720, JEt. 73 ; he left furviving Sons, Paul, at 
prefeot chief Juftice of the Province, fee P. 429, and 
William, who ferved in the fuccefsful Expedition againft 
Port-Royal of UAccadie, now Annapolis-Royal of Nova- 
Scotia ; he was afterwards appointed a Judge, and for 
many fucceeding Years elected one of the Council, as 
being the beft acquainted with the Property of Lands and 
other Provincial Affairs ; he died a few Years fince, a 
great Lofs to this Country. 

William 
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William Tailer, Efqj who had ferved as Colonel of a 
New- England Regiment in the Reduction of the forefaid 
Port Royal -, for this his good Service, he was appointed 
Lieut-Governor under Governor Dudley, and arrived in 
Bofton from England, O&ob. 3. 171 1 : 1715 he affumed 
the Command in chief, as Lieut.-Governor under Gover- 
nor Burgefs. Col. Burgefs did not come over to his Go- 
vernment, and was fuperceded by Col. Samuel Sbute ; 
upon Mr. Shute's Arrival in Bofton, Oclob. 4. 1 716, Mr. 
Tailer's Command in chief devolved upon Col. Sbute, 
and as Lieut.-Governor he was fuperfeded by William 
Dummer, Efq-, he alternately fuperfeded Mr. Bummer as 
Lieut.-Governor under Governor Belcher 1730 ; he died 
at his Houfe in DorchesJer near Bofton 1732. He was 
a generous, facetious, good-natured Gentleman. 

Samuel Sbute, a military Man, Brother to Lord Bar- 
rington, was appointed Governor March 14. 1715,16, by 
the Solicitation of Jonathan Belcber, Efq-, a very noted 
Merchant of New- England, and afterwards Governor 
there : Col. Sbute arrived in Bofton Octob. 4. 1 7 1 6, Mr. 
Dummer (1 cannot avoid heaping Encomiums upon him) 
was his Lieut.-Governor •, Mr. Dummer an honeft Man, 
his Knowledge in Politicks did not biafs him •, he was a 
natural Patron of his Country, and his good Management 
in the Indian War during his Adminiftration, with fmall 
Expence, will perpetuate his Memory with all true Lo- 
vers of New- England. Col. Sbute, being a good natured 
eafy Governor, fome ill-natured defigning Men in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, attempted, by Way of Prece- 
dent (if paffed) to encroach upon the Prerogative ; Col. 
Sbute inftead of fending Home, was well advifed to carry 
Home Complaints,f and back them there. Which ac- 



-f- Governors and other Royal Officers when Complaints are lodged, 
or to be lodged at the Boards in Great-Britain, Pro or Con; thefe Offi- 
cers appearing at Home in Perfon, always turns to their beil Accounts. 
Attorneys or Agents do not anfwer To will j many Inftances may be, , 
produced, but the Cafe is notorious. H 

cordingly 



480 ^Summary, Hijlorical and Political, &c. 

cordingiy he did, Nov. 1722 ; being feven Complaints 
againft the Houfe of Reprefentatives encroaching upon 
the Royal Prerogative, fee P. 379 • he obtained a Re- 
drefs of all thefe Complaints •, being aged not fit to go 
abroad, for his good Services he obtained a Penfion of 
400 £. Sterl. per Annum for Life. 

Upon Governor S Bute's going Home, the chief Com- 
mand in the Adminiftration, devolved upon Lieut.-Go- 
vernor Dummer, whofe good Adminiftration is univerfally 
celebrated, and requires no Encomium of mine : He is 
alive and in good Health at this prefent Writing, he con- 
tinued Commander in chief until the Arrival of Governor 
Burnet in Bofton, July 19. 1728 ; upon Governor Bur- 
net's Death, Sept. 7. 1729, he was again in the Chair, 
until the Arrival of Governor Belcher, Apr. 8. 1730. 

William Burnet, Efq-, a Son of the celebrated Bifhop 
Burnet of Salijhury,a noted Divine, Politician, Antiquary, 
and Hiftorian •, this Mr. Burnet was Comptroller-General 
of the Cuftoms in Great-Britain, with a Salary of 1 2oo£ 
Ster. pr. An. he exchanged with Governor Hunter of New 
Tork, whofe Health required his going Home. — Upon 
the Accefiion of our prefent King GEORGE II, Col. 
Montgomery a Favourite was appointed Governor of New- 
Tork, and Mr. Burnet in Nov. 1J2J, was appointed Go- 
vernor of the Province of Majfacbufetts-Bay, he arrived 
m Bojlon, July 13. 1728, he died there Sept. 7. 1729, 
much lamented. When in the Government of New- 
Tork, he was ufeful in promoting natural Hiftory •, by 
a Quadrant of a large Radius, and well divided -, by a 
good Telefcope of 1 8 Feet •, and by a fecond Pendulum 
of large Vibrations, he made feveral good Agronomical 
Obfervations, towards afcertaining Latitudes, Longitudes, 
&c. in that Province. 

Lieut. -Governor Bummer, upon Mr. Burnet's Death, 
was chief in the Adminiftration for feveral Months, until 

the 
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the Arrival of Governor Belcher, Aug. 8. 1730. Jona- 
than Belcher, Efq-, a Native of New England, of a good 
clear paternal Eftate, and confequently of a true natura4 
Intereft in the Country •, in his younger Days had a very 
liberal and polite Education, having vifued many Courts 
in Europe, and particularly was well received at the Court 
of Hanover. During his Government he religioufly adhe- 
red to his Inftructions : If he had been continued two or 
three Years longer in the Adminiftration, our pernicious 
fraudulent Paper- Currency, would have all been cancelled, 
whereas ever fince his Difmiflion it has pejorated. He 
was fuperfeded by Governor Shirley's Commiffion for 
Governor, which arrived Auguft 14. 1741. There were 
by Artifice feveral Complaints againft Governor Belcher 
fent Home partly from New-England, and partly hatched 
in London ; which have fince been difcovered to be falfe 
and forged. I (hall mention a few of them, 1. That he 
was a Friend to the fraudulent Land- Bank Scheme ; where- 
as it has fince evidently appeared, that he was offered by 
the Land Bank Managers, a retaining Fee of fome Thou- 
sands of Pounds (appropriated for himfelf, or a fubfequent 
Governor) to conciliate his Countenance in the Affair, 
and to promote the Managers to Officesof Honour, Pro- 
fit and Truft •, with a Land-Bank Promife to promote 
the Governor's Intereft in the H01L of Representatives, 
("being a Land Bank or Debtor's Houfe) as to Salary and 
Perquifites. Mr. Belcher rejected this Proffer with Dif- 
dain, and at one Time negatived Thirteen of their elect- 
ed Councellors (here was a Projection for Debtors in a 
legillative Capacity to defraud their Creditors, by depre- 
ciating the Debt) and difqualified many Juftices of the 
Peace", Promoters of thefe unwarrantable Schemes, and 
nvifchievous unlawful Undertakings, as expreffed in the 
Act of Parliament, 1741. 2. A Letter figned by five 
• d Hands, toSir CharlesWager firft of the Admiralty- 
Board, intimating, that Mr. Belcher countenanced the 
limbermen, in cutting of Matting White Pine Trees, to 
be converted into Logs for Deal-Boards. 3. A fpurious 
N n n Letter 
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Letter under a fuppofitious Cover of Benjamin Colman, 
D. D. to Mr. Holden (a Diffenter) a Director of the Bank 
of England, and of great Influence ; this Letter fays, that 
the Concerned, are many of the principal Minifters of the 
Prefbyterian and Congregational Perfwafion in New-Eng- 
land. No Signers to this Letter, alledging, that their Sign- 
ing might be the Occafion of their utter Ruin by Mr. 
Belcher, but promife upon Mr. Belcher's, being fuperfeded 
to publifh all their Names. This Letter intimates that 
Governor Belcher, by his Intimacy and frequent Confer- 
ences with the Rev. Com miliary P — e and Dr. C r, 

Minifters of the Church of England, was contriving the 
Ruin of the difTenting Intereft in New-England — Thefe 
with fome other villainous Complaints and Suggeftions 
occafioned the Removal of Mr. Belcher -, upon his going 
Home, he evinced all thefe Complaints to be forged, 
falfe or frivolous ; and the Court, in the Interim confer- 
red upon him the Government of the New Jerfies, where 
he is at prefent, happy in the Affections of the People. 
A fhort Account of the abandoned Contrivers and Ma- 
nagers of Mr. Belcher's Affair, is referred to the Appendix. 

William Shirley, Efq-, a Gentleman of the Law, who 
had refided and praclifed Law in New- England for fome 
Years, fucceeded Mr. Belcher, in Auguft 1741, and con- 
tinues Governor at this Writing, December 1748. A 
Gentleman in the Adminiftration (ante obitum nemo, that 
is, before his Political Death ) is not to be ufed with Free- 
dom, it is a Trefpafs againft the Subordination, requifite 
in Society : Therefore I muft defer the fhort Account 
of this Gentleman's perfonal Character, and Adminiftra- 
tion to the Appendix ; left, if applauded, it might be 
deem'd Adulation and Flattery -, or if cenfured, may be 
conftrued Infult, Detraction, and Refentment -, which 
are not confident with the Character of an impartial 
Hiftorian — Our prefent Lieut.-Governor, Succeffor of 
Col. Tailer, is Spencer Phips, Efq-, a Country-Gentleman, 
adopted Name and Heir by Act of AfTembly to Sir Wil- 
liam Phips. Thefe 
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Thefe are the Governors and Lieutenant or Deputy- 
Governors appointed at Home, from the Date of the 
New Charter 1691, to December 1748 •, the other royal 
Officers, referved by Charter, to be appointed by the 
Court of Great-Britain are the Secretary, and Juc"ge of 
Vice Admiralty : It may not be improper here to annex 
a fhort Account of their Succeflion. 

Secretaries. Ifaac Addington, Efq; the firft Secre- 
tary was appointed by the Charter, during Pleafure, he 
was a Perfon of great Integrity ; he died 1 715, and was 
fucceeded by Capt. Woodward, a military Man, and of 
good Learning ; Mr. Woodward refigned 171 7, in Fa- 
vour of Mr. Willard, an honeft, upright and pious Gen- 
tleman, he continues Secretary at this prefent Writing. 

The Charter referves to the Crown, the Exercife of 
any Admiral Court or Jurifdiction, by Commifiions to 
be iffiied under the great Seal of Great -Britain, or under 
the Seal of the High Admiral, or of the CommifTioners 
for executing the Office of High Admiral. This Court 
of Vice-Admiralty confifts of a Judge, a King*s Advo* 
cafe, a Regijler, and a Marjhal. A fole Judge, without 
a Jury, in Cafes of high Confequence •, and this Judge 
too frequently appointed at Random, feems to be an Er- 
ror in the Conftitution : It is true, there may be an Ap- 
peal to a Court of Delegates in Great- Britain. 

The Succeflion of Judges, was, viz. 

Wait Wintbrop, Efq; May 22, 1699, appointed Judge 
of Admiralty for New-York, Majjacbufetts-Bay, Connecti- 
cut, Rhode-JJland, and New-Hampjhire. 

Mr. Atwood, Judge of Admiralty for the Colonies of 
New Hampjhire, Majfachufetts-Bay, Rhode JJland, Connec- 
ticut, New-York, and the Jerfies ; being the Northern 
Diftrict of Cuftom-Houfe Officers. He appointed Nov. 
10. 1 70 1, Mr. Newton his Deputy. 

Roger Mempeffon, Efq; April 1. 1703, had a Com- 

mifilon 
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mifiion as Judge for New-Hamp(hire, Majfachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode IJland, Connecticut, New-York and Jerfies. 

Nathaniel By field, Efq-, Dec. 13, 1703, had the like 
Commiflion. 

John Menzies, Efq-, of the Faculty of Advocates in 
Scotland, appointed Judge, Aug. 26. 1715, for New- 
Hampjhire, Majfachufetts Bay, and Rhode IJland. 

Upon the Death of Judge Menzies, 1728, Robert 
Auchmuty, Efq; was appointed by Governor Burnet, Jud^e 
■pro tempore. 

Nathaniel Byfield (formerly the Judge of Admiralty) 
was appointed Judge by Governor Burnet ; and confirm- 
ed from Home, Nov. 5. 1728, as Judge for New Hamp- 
Jhire, Majjachufetts-Bay and Rhode- IJland. 

The abovefaid Robert Auchmuty, Efq; fucceeded him 
Sept. 6, 1 733. 

Mr. Auchmuty was fuperfeded by Chambers Rujfel, Efq-, 
Sept. 1747. 

All the Officers of this Court of Vice-Admiralty have 
a Power of fubftituting or deputizing. The prefent De- 
puty Judge is George Cradock, Efq; of many Years Expe- 
rience in this Court. 

Befides, this Court of Vice- Admiralty, in each of the 
Provinces and Colonies, there is a Jufticiary Court of Ad- 
miralty for Tryal of Piracies and other Crimes commit- 
ted upon the High Seas, the Members of this Court are 
various in the various Colonies -, in the Province of Maf- 
Jachufctts-Bay, the Judges are,the Governor, the Council, 
the Secretary, the Judge of Vice- Admiralty, the Captain 
of the King's Station Ships of War, the Surveyor-Gene- 
ral of the ISForthern Diftrict of Cuftoms, and the Col- 
lector of the Cuftoms for the Port of BosJon. 

The Survey of the royal Timber, efpecially of Malt- 
ing Trees, extends over the Northern Provinces and Co- 
lonies -, the Officers are appointed from Home, and are 
a Surveyor Genera!, with four fubordinate Surveyors ; 
the whole Change of this Survey is 800 £, St. per Annum, 

with 
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with confiderable riding Charges, paid by the Navy- 
Office. 

The Officers belonging to the Collections of Cuftoms 
are from Home appointed by the Treafury-Board, and 
warranted by the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms in Great- 
Britain. In this Province there are but two Collections 
Bofton and Salem. 

A Deputy-Auditor, is commiffioned by the Auditor- 
General in Great Britain, to auoit the Treafurer's Pro- 
vincial Accounts ; but Anno 1721, this was declared by 
the General Affembly of the Province, to be inconfiftent 
with their Charter ; it never is put in Execution. 

Some Account of the Jecond Negative in the Legijlature of 
the Province of MafTachufetts-Bay, that is, of the King's 
or Governors Council, called the Honourable Board. 

This Council confifts of 28 Affiftants or Counfellors, 
to be advifing and affifting to the Governor, and to con- 
flitute one Negative in the Legislature, analogous to the 
Houfe of Lords in Great-Britain. The firft Set were ap- 
pointed in the Charter, and to continue until the laft Wed- 
nefday in May 1693, and until others fhall be chofen in 
their Stead. I do here infert the Names of the 28 Coun- 
fellors appointed by Charter, whereof there are none fur- 
viving at this prefent Writing, as it is an Honour to their 
Families or Pofterity. 

Simon Broadjlreet Bartholomew Gidney 

John Richards John Hat horn 

Nathaniel Saltcnjlall Elifha Hutchinfon 

Wait Winthrop Robert Pike 

John Phillips Jonathan Curwin 

James Ruffel John Joliffe 

Samuel Sewall Adam Winthrop 

Samuel Appleton Richard Midlecot 

John 
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John Fofler William Bradford 

Peter Serjeant John Walley 

Jofeph Lynde Barnabas Lothrop 

Samuel Heyman John Alcot 

Stephen Mafon Samuel Daniel 

Thomas Hinkley Sylvanus Davis, Efqrs. 

*' Yearly once in every Year hereafter, the aforefaid Num- 
ber of 28 Councellors fhall be by the General Court or 
AfTembly newly chofen, i. e. of the Proprietors or Inha- 
bitants in the Old Colony of Majfachufetts-Bay, 18 ; for- 
merly New Plymouth, 4 -, formerly the Province of 
Maine, 3 ; Duke of Tork\ former Property, lying be- 
tween Sagadahock River and Nova-Scotia, 1." Two 
Councellors more to be chofen at large. 

The Councellors are annually chofen lafl: Wednefday 
of May, by a joint Vote of the laft Year's Councellors, 
and the new Houfe of Reprefentatives. This Negative 
is called The Board. 

There fcems to be fome Inconveniences in the Confri- 
tution of this Negative ; they maybe Intimidated by 
the firft Negative the Governor, as he has a Power of ne- 
gativing any Councellor's Election without adducing 
Reafons ; they ftand in Awe of the Members of the 
third Negative, as to their Election by the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives ; thus they appear not to be Free 
Agents, 

The Council are aflifting to the Governor (Seven 
makes a Board) by their Advice and Confent in appoint- 
ing of all Civil Officers, excepting thofeof the Finances. 

The Governor and Council have the Probate of Wills, 
of granting Adminiftrations and of Divorces •, they ap- 
point a fubordinate Judge of Probates in each County. 

The Governor with the Advice and Confent of the 
Council, nominates and appoints Judges, Commifiioners 
of Oyer and Terminer, Sheriffs, Juftices of the Peace, and 
other Officers to our Council and Courts of Juftice be- 
longing ; provided that no fuch Appointment be made, 

without 
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without Summons ifiued out feven Days before fuch No- 
mination or Appointment, unto fuch of the faid Coun- 
cilors, as fhall be at that Time refiding within our faid 
Province. 

Formerly under the Old Charter the Councellors or Af- 
fiftants were elected by the Votes of the Freemen of the 
Colony, as is the prefent Practice of the neighbouring 
Colonies of ConneRicut and Rbode-IJland ; but under the 
New Charter fas before mentioned) they are annually cho- 
fen by a joint Vote of the Majority of the Old Board 
of Councellors, and of the New Houfe of Reprefenra- 
tives. — Although their Election is annual, the former 
Councellors are generally continued ; laft Election 1748, 
they were all continued. 

When the New Charter firft took Place, the Allow- 
ance or Wages of a Councellor, was 5 / per Day Exchange 
with London, 133 £. New-England for 100 £. Sterling ; 
at prefent their Wages are 30/ per Day Exchange with 
London , Eleven Hundred Pounds New England, for One 
Hundred Pounds Sterling, Chriftmas 1 748 -, in this Pro- 
portion a multiplied publick Paper-Credit in Bills has de- 
preciated the New England Currency •, a vaft progrefllve 
Lofs in all perfonal Eftates, Specialties excepted* 



* We mud not reckon Depreciations indifferently by publick Al- 
lowance advanced, becaufe the Variation does not obferve everywhere 
the fame Proportion, v. g. the firft Allowance to Councellors was c /. 
Currency per Day, at prefent it is 30 /. which is Six for One, Depre- 
ciation Allowance ; the Governor's Allowance was 500 /. common 
C u.uncy per Ann. at prefent it is 9,600 £. Old Tenor, or common 
Currency, which is about Nineteen for One ; fo much the Governor 
is at prelent favoured by the Houfe of Reprefentatives, while they 
themfelvei accept of 20 /. prefentCurrency Old Tenor, for the original 
3 /. per Day, which is only Six and two Thirds for one. This Differ 
ence in Proportions is eafily accounted for, and if requifite fhall be 
taken Notice of m the Appendix. 

Some 
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Some Account of the third Negative in the Legijlature of 
the Province of * MafTachufetts Bay ; called the Hon- 
ourable Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

The Province of MaJJachufetts is reprefented in their 
Lower Houfe, not by a Deputation from Counties, Cities 
and Boroughs, as in Great Britain, and in fome of the 
Britijh Colonies ; but from certain Diftricts of Land or 
Country, incorporated by the Names of Townfhips, very 
unequal in Extent, thus Springfield contains upwards of 
100,000 Acres, Medford does not exceed 2000 Acres •, 
but generally they are the Value of fix Miles fquare, be- 
ing nearly 23,000 Acres: Their Number of Inhabitants 
is as various, and confift of one to five Parijhes. 

The Charter declares " each of the faid Towns and 
Places, being hereby impowered to elect and depute two 
Perfons and no more, to ferve for and reprefent them 
reflectively in the faid great General Court or AlTcmbly. 
w To which great General Court or Aflembly, to be 
w held as aforefaid, we do hereby, for us, our Heirs and 
" Succeflbrs, give and grant full Power and Authority 
" from Time to Time, to direct, appoint, and declare 
" what Number, each County, Town, and Place, fhall 
'• elect and depute, to ferve for, and reprefent them re- 
" fpectively, in the faid great and General Court or 
" AfTembly." 

This lad Claufe gives a very great Latitude to our Ge- 
neral AfTemblies to regulate the Reprefentation of the 
Country. 1. The Charter fays, each Place is impowered 
to depute two Perfons and no more ; Bojlon is allowed 
to fend four •, it is true, that equitably, confidering their 
Taxes and Number of Inhabitants in Proportion to the 
whole Colony Reprefentation ; they might be allowed 
tn fend Twenty, but fuch Proportions are not obferved 
in Great Britain our Mother -Country, perhaps forReafons 



* So called, from the Name of the Tribe of Indians living 
sabouts, when the Ei-glijh firft began Settlements there. 
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of State. 2. By Afts of Affembly all Townfhips under 
120 qualified Voters are reftricted to fend one and no 
more, whereas by Charter any Townfhip may fend two. 
3. 1 he Charter does not limit the Number of qualified 
Voters in any Townfhip or Place conftituted, to enable 
them to fend Reprefentatives ; they feem to be limited 
by Acts of Affembly, but with this reafonable Qualifica- 
tion, that no Townfhip confifting of lefs than 80 legal 
Voters (hall be obliged, that is fined for the not fending 
of a Representative. 4. Lately (by Inftruclion to the 
Governor, or otherways, I am not certain,) this Province 
have conftituted Townfhips, with all Town or Corpora- 
tion Privileges, excepting that of deputing Reprefenta- 
tives to the General Affembly ; though the Charter ex* 
prefiy fays, that they all may fend Reprefentatives : It 
is true, that the multiplying of Townfhips, efpecially by 
fubdividing old large well regulated Townfhips, into 
many fmall jangling Townfhips, has been not many 
Years ago, practiced with particular Views ; but has oc- 
cafioned an f inconvenient Number of Reprefenta- 
tives ; the fmall Townfhips, under 80 Voters, being 
qualified to fend, but not obliged to fend Reprefenta- 
tives •, upon the Emergency of a Governor's, or any de- 
ftgning Party Intereft, they are prompted to fend a De- 
puty to forward fome party Affair. 

Incorporating of Townfhips with all other Town 
Privileges, excepting that of fending Reprefentatives \ 
feems to be inconfiftent with that Privilege effential to 
the Conftitution of Great-Britain, viz. that all Freeholders 



f Majfachufttts-Bay Government though lately curtailed, at pre- 
fent do fummons about 150 Reprefentatives, being more than all of 
t!)e following five Provinces, 

A 'civ-York 27 

Enfi and Weft $e<w-Jerfep 2 'i 

I'anylvania Proper or Higher -» 

The three Lower Counties j8 

Ssutb • Carolina . ~ 

42 

O G f 
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of 40/ per Annum Income, and others legally qualified 
are to be reprefented in the Legiflature and Taxation ; 
as in New-England there are no County Reprefentations, 
and as they are not in the Humour of being reprefented 
by Counties though agreeable to Charter •, it feems con- 
fonant to the Conftitution, and will at the fame Time 
obviate the above Inconveniencies, that is,thattwo, three, 
four, or more of thefe new or fmall Townfhips, be joined 
in fending one or two Reprefentatives, after the Model, 
fettled by the Articles of Union in Great- Britain, for the 
fmall Parliament-Towns in Scotland or North- Britain* 

By 



* Our Plantations in America, New- England excepted, have been 
generally fettled, 1. By Malecontents with the Adminiftrations from 
Time to Time ; 2. By fraudulent Debtors, as a Refuge from their 
Creditors ; 3. And by Convifis or Criminals, who chofe Tranfporta- 
tion rather than Death. Thefe Circumftances make the juft Civil 
Administration in the Colonies a difficult Performance. An indebted, 
abandoned, and avaricious Governor, inCollufion with fuch Mifcreants 
or Villains, is capable of doing great Iniquity and Damage in a Pro- 
vince ; therefore the Court of Great Britain ought to be very cir- 
cumfpecl, and appoint Men of Probity and Wifdom, for Governors 
the only Checks ; the recommending Minifter, may be interrogated : 
Is this Candidate or his Wife, any Relation, particular Friend, or 
Arnica ? But we muft not infill: upon Utopian Governments. 

The incident Difficulties which may arife between a Governor in 
high Power, and a licentious People, are Problems not eafily folved : 
Liberty without Obedience is Confufion, and Obedience without Li- 
berty is Slavery ; to fupport a coercive Power over a giddy People, 
and to fecure the People againft the Abufe of this Power are difficult 
Problems. 

When the Generality of a Province are difgufted with their Go- 
vernor, let the Occafion of this Difguft be any how ; perhaps it 
may be advifeable to fuperfede him by another of equal or more 
Virtue and Qualifications for Government, efpecially where a Gover- 
nor's Avarice and Villany are notorious ; we gave Inftances in Loixj- 
tber and Doug la fs. 

All numerous Combinations, Aflbciations, or Partnerfhips in an ab- 
folute Sovereignty, or depending Provinces, tend to the Subverfion, 
Ruin, or at leaft, Confufion of the Society ; we have a notorious In- 
stance of this in the Province of Maffacbufetts-Bay of New-England. 
Anno 1740, a Combination of Desperate Debtors, by the Bubble 
Name of Land Bank, had formed a prevailing Party, which not- 
withstanding 
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By Cuftom all Elections, Provincial, County, or Town 
are determined not by the major Vote, but by the Ma- 
jority of Voters ; becaufc where there are more than two 
Candidates, a Perfon may have a major Vote, though 
not a Majority of the Voters. 

The Votes or Journal of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives is regularly printed at a publick Charge, one Copy 
for each Townfhip, and one Copy for each Member. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives infift upon feveral Pri- 
vileges, 



withftanding of their being timely fligmatized and damned by an A& 
of the Briti/h Parliament, their Influence in the Aflembiy continues 
to prevail to this Time 1749 » ' n a ' uc '^ ^ nterva ' dnno 1746, Journal 
P. 246, the Houfe of Reprefentatives, fay, " We have been the 
Means of effectually bringing Diflrefs, if not Ruin upon our felves. 
And in Summer 1748, at the Defire of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
& Faft is appointed, " Upon Account of the extreme Drought, a Punijb- 
rr.ent for many publick Sins nve bwve been guilty of." This feems bor- 
rowed from the Account of a general Fall appointed by the AfTerribly, 
praying God that he would pardon all the Errors of his Servants and 
People in a late Tragedy (meaning the Affair of Salem Witchcraft^ 
raifed amongjl us by Satan and his Jnflrumtnts. 

Here is an obvious Political Obfervation, That notwithftanding the 
Proceedings of a Community may be much perverted or vitiated ; 
there are certain Boundaries which Humanity and the natural Affec- 
tion which Mankind bear to their Progeny cannot exceed ; 1 fhall 
give fome few late Inflances of it in this Provincial Government— 
1748 June 3. the Board of Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives in 
in a joint Meflage to the Governor, fay, " The great Lofs of Inha- 
bitants for Hufbandry and other Labour, and for the Defence of an 
inland Frontier of about 300 Miles ; the vafl Load of Debt already 
contracted, and the unparallelled growing Charge : the annual Charge 
of Connecticut Government, at this Time is about 4000/. to $000 £. 
Old Tenor, whereas Maffachufetts- Bay Government, only about One 
Third larger, is at the annual Charge (meaning the prefent Year) of 
400,000 Old Tenor. Moreover, Connecticut is almofl: out of Debt, 
and we are almofl tnvo Mil/ions in Debt ; Insupportable Diffi- 
culties ! — In the fame Journal, the Houfe of Reprefentatives com- 
plain, that many Thoufands of Inhabitants, have been carried off 
from u.% by the Expedition againfl; the Spanijh Wi ft Indies, by the Ex- 
pedition againfl Lowjbourg, by forming and recruiting the two Ameri- 
can Regiments at Lovifbourg, the Protection of Nova Scotia, the main- 
taining of Provincial Privateer Veflels, and the Defence of our Frontier?. 

Anm 
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vileges, I mall mention a few, r. The Governor's In- 
ftrucYions from the Secretary of State, of the Deport- 
ment, are recommendatory, but not obligatory upon the 
Reprefentatives of thePeople. New- England was no milita- 
ry Acquifition orConqueft of the Crown (fuch Acquifitions, 
until formally annexed to the Dominions of Great-Bri- 
tain, are by the Prerogative abfolutely under Direction 
of the Crown) but originally and effentially belonging 
to the Dominions of England •, and therefore A<5ls 
of Parliament only are obligatory ; and no InftrucYion 
pecuniary, procured by the Patron, the Friend, or the 
Money of a Governor, with an arbitrary (perhaps,) an- 
nexed Penalty, of incurring the Difpleafure of the Crown, 
is ftrictly obferved. A noted and repeated Inftance of 
this we have in the Inftru&ion for a fettled Salary upon 
the Governor ; moreover, they aflferr, " That they are 
at Liberty to vary from any former Grants to Governors, 
&c -, Governor Shute, a good inofFenfive Men was re- 
duced from an Allowance of 1 200 £. per Annum common 
Currency to 1000 £. 2. That the Council may only 

Anno 1 747, the Governor infilling upon a further Emiffion of thefe 
depreciating Bills ; the Reprefentativer, though a Paper- Money mak- 
ing Houfe, could not avoid remonftrating, " if we emit more Bills, 
we apprehend it muft be followed by a great Impair, if not utter Loft 
of the publick Credit, which already has been greatly wounded. 

June 16. The Board of Council remonftrate, " the neighbour- 
ing Provinces have been at little or no Expence of Money or Men ; 
while this Province is reduced to the utmoji Dijlrefs, by bearing almoft 
the whole Burden of the Wars. 

" With publick Taxes, we are burdened almofr. to Ruin.'''' — 
" The Province is at a prodigious daily Charge, beyond their Strength" 
" Which has involved us in a prodigious Load of Debt, and in a 

Manner exhaufted our Subftance." 1746,7. March 14. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives refolve, " That not only from the 
immenfe Debt the Province is loaded with from the Cape-Breton Ex- 
pedition, but alfo from the Decreafe of the Inhabitants ; they will 
make no Eftablifhment the prefent Year, for any Forces which fhall 
not be ported within the Bounds of the Province" — "Should the 
whole Sum expended in the late Expedition againft Cape-Breton, be 
reimbursed us, we have ftill a greater Debt remaining, than ever lay 
upon any one of his Majelty's Governments in the Plantations. 

concur 
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concur or not concur, a Tax or any other Money Bill, 
but may make no Amendment ; the Affair of fupplying 
the Treafury always originates in the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives. 3. Not long fince all Accounts of publick 
Charges, fome very trifling, were rendred, audited, and 
pafied by the Houfe of Reprefentatives •, not only at a 
great unneceffaryCharge(ourAffembly- Men are all inPay) 
of upwards of ioOj£. per Day, at thatTime for paffing a 
controverted Account of a few Pounds ; but contrary to 
Charter ; the Words of the Charter are, " the Aflfembly 
to impofe and levy proportionable and reafonable Afleff- 
ments, Rates, and Taxes ; upon the Eftates and Perfons 
of all and every the Proprietors or Inhabitants of our 
faid Province or Territory ; to be iffued and difpofed 
of, by Warrant under the Hand of the Governor of our 
faid Province for the Time being, with the Advice and 
Confent of the Council." Some Years fince, upon Com- 
plaint Home, the King in Council has explained this 
Affair. 

In this Article we fhall have frequent Occafion to men- 
tion Money-Affairs, viz. Emijfions of publick Provincial 
Bills of Credit, called Paper-Money •, Supplies of the 
Treafury •, annual Taxes, Salaries, and other Govern- 
ment Charges •, all which at various Times have been 
expreffed in various Tenors •, viz. Old Tenor, Middle 
Tenor, New Tenor firji, New Tenor fecond which in the 
Face of the Bill is about 12 per Cent worfe than New 
Tenor firft, but from the Inaccuracy of our People, and 
an abandoned Neglect of a proper Credit, pafs indiffer- 
ently at the fame Value. But that I may be the more 
eafily underftood, I fhall by Means of a fmall Table 
(which is the mod concife and diftinct Manner of repre- 
senting fuch Things) reduce all Tenors to their Value in 
Old Tenor the Original, and to this Time 1749 the De- 
nomination of common Currency : And to prevent the 
Reader's Trouble in reducing the Value of our Old Te- 
nor from Time to Time (as it has been generally in a 
progreflivc State of Depreciation or Pejoration) to a pro- 
per 
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per Standard of Exchange with London, or Value per oz. 
Mexico Silver. The Exchange with London is 100 £. 
Sterl. for I have added the Acceffions of Go- 
vernors for the lad half Century, to make it apparent 
how much our Paper Currency has depreciated in their 
refpe&ive Adminiltrations. 



Periods Exc. withLond. 



A. D. 1702 


l 33 


*7°5 


*35 


J 7 l 3 


150 


1716 


l 75 


1717 


225 


1722 


270 


\ 1728 


340 


1730 


i 38o 


1737 


1 500 


1741 


55° 


'749 


1 1 00 



1 oz. Silv. 


Accef.ofGov. 


6/ioi.h.p 


Dudley 


7/ 


do. 


Sf. 


do. 


9f- 3 d - 


Taylor ScShule 


I2f. 


do. 


*4$ 


Dummer 


18/. 


Burnet 


20/ 


Belcher 


26/ 


do. 


28/ 


Shirley 


60/ f 


do. 



Exchange continues to rife rather than fall, notwith- 
standing of the generous Reimburfement granted by the 
Britijh Parliament, towards paying off our Provincial 
Debts incurred by a private Corporation Adventure, in 
the Cape-Breton Expedition : Perhaps the Merchants and 
others are diffident, and fufpect that foms fubfequent Ge- 
neral AfTembly (with the Countenance of a futable Go- 



•f- That we may the better eftimate the Differences of Majfacku- 
fetts prefent Currency from the prefent Value of Currencies in the 
other Britifi Plantation?, Colonies, and Provinces ; we exhibit their 
prefent (1748) Exchanges with London. 

Currency 
For 100 £. Sterl. New -England 

NetJo-Tork 

Eaji-Jerfm 

Wejl-Jerfm 

Pcnfylvania 

Maryland 

Virginia 

vernor) 



d 1 IOO 


North-Carolina 1000 


190 


South Carolina 7 5 O 


190 


Barbados 130 


180 


Ant ego a 1 70 to I 80 


180 


St. Chrijlophers 1 60 


200 


Jamaica 1 40 


120 to 125 
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vernor) Worfhippers of that wicked Idol, the iniquitous, 
bubling Paper Currency, may pervert the proper Ap- 
plication of this Bounty or Donation. Something of this 
Kind has lately been a Remora at Home, and has prevent- 
ed the Province from receiving of it by their Agents 
hitherto. 

June 15. At the Commencement of the New Charter 
Jurildidion, 1692, entitled, a Continuance of the local 
and municipal Laws of the old Charter JurifdicYion, if 
not repugnant to the Laws of England, until November 
10 following. — The fundamental Law or general politi- 
cal Principle of the Colonies of New- England, is, that na- 
tural and falutary Maxim, Salus Populi ejl fuprema Lex ; 
they do not countenance the flavifh Doftrines of Non- 
Rejiftance, Pajfive Obedience, Hereditary indefeafible Right, 
and the like. 

The prefent enacting Style is, Be it enabled by the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Thankfgivings and Fajls, ever fince Governor Shule*s 
Complaints, have been appointed by the Governor and 
Council, at the Defire of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Becaufe all Acts of Aflfembly, are required by the 
Charter to be fent Home for Allowance or Difallowance, 
therefore many Things are done, by the Name of Order 
or Refolve. 

Late Years, the Governors are directed by their Inftruc- 
tions not to confent to Bills of fundry Kinds, until they 
be fent Home for approbation — thus it is in the Parliament 
of Ireland. 

The General AfTembly by their accepting of an expla- 
natory Charter upwards of Thirty Years fince ; have 
curtailed the Houfe of Reprefentatives, from the Privi- 
lege of electing their own Speaker abfolutely -, that is, a 
Power is referved to the Governor, or any other Com- 
mander in chief, to negative or difapprove any Speaker 
elected and presented ; and that the Reprefentatives fo 
aflembled, fliaJl forthwith elect any other Perfon to be 
Speaker, to be approved or difapproved, in Manner as 

aforefaid 
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aforefaid : As alfo from adjourning of themfelves not 
exceeding two Days at a Time, without Leave from 
the Governor, or any other Commander in chief of the 
Province. 

When a joint Committee of both Houfes is appoint- 
ed generally one Third is from the Council, and two 
Thirds from the Reprefentatives. 

Although the Military, are the abfolute Prerogative 
of the King and of his Reprefentative the Governor • 
the Affembly, elpecially the Houfe of Reprefentatives* 
do upon extraordinary Occafions, in Faithfulnefs to their 
Constituents complain, and in fome Meafure admonifh the 

Governor : We mall adduce a few late Inftances 

1746, The Houfe by MefTage to the Governor, f ay 
that they fufpect the Governor's inlijling Men for his 
Loui/bourg Regiment, out of the impreffed Frontier 
Forces : The Governor denies this, but acknowledges 
that he had allowed the Frontier Soldiers to be inlifted in 
the Canada Expedition, and to imprefs Men in their Place 
—It does not appear to us neceffary or convenient, for 
this Government, any Ways to concern themfelves in 
building of a Fort at the great Carrying-Place from Hud- 
fotfs River to Wood Creek in the Government of New- 
Tork. — The Forces, particularly upon the Eaflern Fron- 
tiers, have been very negligent in fronting, and all other 
military Services ; there have been many Ineffetlives, In- 
habitants of feveral Townfhips; to do Duty in their own 
Townfhips, have been inlifted, paid, and victualled, 
though they only followed their own private Bufinefs, 
*? this is very abufive to the Government, as well as in- 
jurious to thefe expofed Parts."— 1747, The AfTembly 
reprefent " the Hufbandry, Manufactures, and Naviga- 
tion of the Province -, have fufFered much by multiplied 
Expeditions." — " We have by our paft Actions proved 
our felves zealous for his Majefly s Service ; but our Un- 
happinefs is, that although the fame Difpofition remains, 
yet we are in a Manner incapacitated to promote it for 
the future. 

The 
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The Houfe of Reprcfentatives frequently complain of 
their being involved in unneceflary and improper Charges. 
1747 April 11. "We apprehend that we have made con- 
fiderable Grants for the Protection and Encouragement 
of the Six Indian Nations of New-2"ork Government, be- 
yond what has been done by New-Tork it fclf, in whofe 
Borders thefe Indians are fituated. 

There arc many Altercations amongft the three Nega- 
tives •, when this happens in the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, as it is very feldom, it is as a Prodigy ; fuch Dif- 
ferences lefien the Refpect due from the People to each 
Negative in the Legiflature. Each of thofe Negatives, 
moreover, at Times vary * from themfelves, by contra- 
dictory 



* Our Go— e — r for certain Political Reafons which we fhall not 
now dive into, fees meet to vary from Time to Time. — Soon after his 
Acccflion June 1742, in a Meflage to the Houfe, gives wholfome pa- 
ternal Advice, I. That long SeJ/ions are very expenfive to the Pro- 
vince. 2. He entreats them to keep the Province clear 0/ Debt, 
which inftead of decreafing, will continually increafe their Incum- 
brances— 3. 1741 Augujl 17, in his firft Speech, " A Creditor who 
has the Misfortune of having an out ftanding Debt, of the Value of 
1 000 £. Sterl. contracted Ann* 1730, can now receive no more in 
our Courts of Judicature (unlefs in a Cafe of Specialty) than the Va- 
lue of about 650 £. Sterl. the great hjujlice and OppreJJion of which, 
upon the Creditor, has a great Tendency to introduce a Spirit of Dif- 
bonejly into this Community." — 4. 1741 Ofl. 14. " Rcjtraints upon 
Emiflions, which his Majefty has been gracioujly plea/ed, out of his 
Paternal Affedlion to his People to do, and has thereby faved this Pro- 
vince from greater Ruin" — " It is the Injujlice of thofe Bills, which 
has plunged us into thofe Difficulties — in fome fubfequent Affemblies 
" the fecuring to every Creditor, the jttjl Value of his Debt, is a Piece 

of Juftice, hitherto unknown to your Laws or Courts of judicature" 

c. «• The Province being fo long accuftomed, to eftimate Province 
Bills of publick Credit, according to their nominal Value, is grown quite 
infenfible of their real Value" — 1744 Nov. 29, he well obferves in 
his Speech with Regard to multiplying Paper Currency, " and can 
fuch a Proceeding be thought beneficial°to the Country ? Can it pofli- 
bly be deemed either prudent with Refpedl to yourfelves, or jift with 
Regard to ycur Po/hritv.— 1747,8, Feb. 3. " the general Dijhe/s of 
the Province, arifing from the extraordinary Emiflions of Paper Mo- 
ney, whereby the Value thereof, for all Occafions of Life, is funk fo 
tow, and is dill finking ; and thereby the Ejhuei 0/ Orphans and 
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diclory Speeches, MefTages, and reconfidering of their 
Votes. I write with the Liberty and Freedom which is 
effential to the Britijh Confutation. 

Upon 



JPidcws^nd of many others who have noRemedy in theirPower,againft 
this gtoiu'ng Evil, daily diminifhing ; which muft in very little Time 
bring many good Families to Ruin."'' 

On the other Side of the Queftion ; we may obferve, that, 1. Of 
late Years, the Seflions of Afiembly, are longer and more frequent, than 
ever ; for Inftance, the annual Afiembly of 1746, did fit about 30 
Weeks at the daily Charge [our Afiembly Men are all in Pay) of 
near 150^. 2. Our Provincial Debt 1741, when Mr. Belcher was 
fuperfeded, was about 130,000 £. ; at prefent 1749, " ' s about t<u:o 
Millions. — 3. " The great and fudden Depreciations of Province-Bills, 
is owing to the immoderate Price of Exchange and Silver — 4. Jan. 
15. 1741,2, " The Inftrudlion, containing a reftraining Claufe in e- 
mitting Bills of Credit, is remitted : As this is an Alteration, which 
I am perfwaded (Speech to the Afiembly) will be very agreeable unto 
you, and has been occafioned through my Accefllon to the Govern- 
ment ; I mention it to you with no Small Satisfaction. — 5. In 
a Speech to the Afiembly, " from 17 18 to 1743, in conftant Pradlice 
all Debts upon Book, Note, Bond, or Mortgage, were difcharged in 
Province Bills Penny for Penny, that is, in the nominal Sum ; which 
he deems to be equitable, becaufe both Creditor and Debtor, tacitly 
run the Chance of the rifing or falling of thoie Bills." N. B. This 
was the common Cant of the Land Bank Managers and other Debtors ; 
the Forbearance and Indulgence of Creditors is ridiculed, as much, as 
if a Perfon intruded by another with Money or Goods, fhould turn 
Bankrupt and laugh at his Friend for his Truft, alledging, that it was 
in his Option, to truft or not truft him. How provoking is this, to 
an honeft Man, for his Good- Nature and Compaflion to have his Ef- 
tate firft by a private, and afterwards by a more open and daring Com- 
bination of the Debtors reduced in a reverfe Proportion of 12 / to 
30/. the Price of Silver from Anno 171 8 to 1743, and from 30/ 
to 60 f. as it is Anno 1749 ; and afterwards be laughed at as a filly 
Fool. 

And in Fadt, how could a Perfon remedy himfelf with the ftridteft 
Sagacity in the following Cafes ? A Man lets out Money upon Mort- 
gage May 1745, Exchange with London 650 £. Currency for 100 £. 
Sterl. ; in the Space of three Years May 1748, Exchange is 1 100 £. 
Currency for 100 £. Sterl. : A Creditor all this Time cannot recover 
his Money, becaufe by the Laws of the Province, near one Year (by 
Appeals and Reviews) is required to bring a Bond to final Judgment, 
and the Equity of Redemption is three Years more : Moreover, the 

publick 
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Upon the Arrival of the new Charter of the Province 
of Majjachufetts-Bay -, their firft General AlTembly 

or 



publick Loans and the private Bank Loans were conditioned at 10 to 
15 Years Forbearance, which with the abovefaid four Years additional ; 
makes an unavoidable Forbearance of 14 to 19 Years : Further, fome 
of the Loan 17 16 (a great Damage to the Publick) is not fued out at 
this prefent Writing. How is it poflible to provide againft the conti- 
nued great Depreciations during fo many Years ? 

As it does not belong to any Provincial Aflcmbly, to explain Afts 
of Parliament ; becaufe they may be deemed fufficient to execute 
themfelves, under the Agency of the Colony executive Courts ; I. do 
not pretend to be Statefman fufficient, to account for a Bill brought 
into our Court of Legislature yearly, for thefe eight Years laft paft ; 
entitled, A Bill for the more Jpeedy fmjbing of the Land- Bank Scheme ; 
as it is never brought to an Iffue, perhaps fome may call it, rather a 
Bill of Grace. 

Governor Shirley in his Speech Oclober 14. 1741, " Nothing is 
more eafy, than to fecure to every Creditor his jujl Due, let the Bills de- 
preciate never fo much, by enabling the King's Judges to do Juftice 
to every Creditor in that Particular — It is the InjuJIice of our Bills 
which has plunged us into thefe Difficulties." But as this Advice has 
not been followed or repeated, the Creditors have generally fuffered in 
the reverfe Proportion of 60 to 30 in a few Years ; fuch is the ma- 
lignant Nature of this depa(cent Ulcer, that nothing but the Extirpation 
or Excifion of this, can fave our Body Politick ; delenda efi. 

I dt-fire Readers, not affedted with Paper- Currencies, may excufe 
Prolixity ; when this vile Chimera or Monfler comes in my Way, I 
cannot contain my felf. 

This Scheme for fraudulent Debtors to cheat their Creditors, was 
firft projected Anno 17 14, by J. C. The Maxim or Bafis was by 
multiplied Emifhons to depreciate the nominal Value of our Currency; 
thus the Difference between the nominal Value, at any Time when 
paid, and its real Value when lent or contracted for ; was a fraudulent 
Gain to the Debtor, and a very injurious Lofs to the honed Creditor ; 
for Intlance, Anno 1 7 1 3, Exchange with London 150/. Currercy for 
1 00/. Sterl. ; at prefent 1749, by Depreciations we are at uoo/. 
Currency for 100/,'. Sterl. ; that is in fucccflive Dealings, the Cre- 
ditor has loll fix in feven of his Debts or Contracts, which is the Deb- 
tor's crafty Gain. There were various Efi'ays made from Time to 
Tunc, to arrive to this Depreciation, the Jaft w&s mlrdc uloufly the molt 
fucccfsful. 1. Emitting Bills of publick Credit, not only for the or- 
dinary and ncceii'ary Charges of Government, but for publick Loans 
to private Perfons, i<iz. Anno 1714, 50,000 X'- Anno 1716, 100,000/. 
Anno 1 72 1, ;o,ooo/;. Anno 1727, 60,000 /,". at long Credit, this 
had a couiidcrable Effect in Favour of Debtors, but fome Inconveni- 

encies 
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or Legislature convened in June 1692 ; in the firft Place 
they continued the municipal Laws (not repugnant to 

the 



encies and Instructions put a Stop to it. 2. Postponing the cancelling 
of Emiflions ; thus Emiflions yearly multiplied, and the cancelling of 
them delayed, increased this Flood of a bafe Currency. 3. Notes of 
private Aflbciations defigned to be upon a Par, turrent with publick 
Bills of Credit, would have multiplied this falfe Currency immenfly, 
but from private Complaints Sent Home, this was cruflied in Embrio, 
by Act. of the Britjjh Parliament 1741. 4. At length by multiplied 
expenfive Expeditions, they compailed their Defigns to the greatest 
Extent, or to a ne plus Ultra, which it is to be hoped the Parliament 
of Great- Britain in their wonted Goodnefs, will rectify in their prei'ent 
Seffion. 

I am forry that upon any Occafion, or in any Refpeft ; I mould 
give Offence to any particular Perfon, or to any Number of Men : 
It is not from Malice or Refentment : It cannot be imagined, that 
in Courfe, writing unavoidable historical Truths, I mould defignedly 
and malicioufly refledt upon the Country and its municipal Jurifdiftion; 
this is my Altera Patria, from upwards of thirty Years Refidence. 

However, the Creatures of any Ministry at Home, may from Time 
to Time find Fault with the Liberty of the Prefs, which they reprefent 
as licentious j the Courts of Judicature, which by good Providence are 
independent of the Ministry, vindicate the Prefs, if not too licentious, 
and find Fault with their defpotick Accufers. 

While I write meer Facts with proper Vouchers and in a good 
Lij.ht ; I ufe only that Liberty (not Licentioufnefs) of the Prefs, 
which Teems facred and effential to the Britijh Constitution ; as we 
have no general Intendants as in the French Constitution, every Hif- 
torical Writer with us, may be a Sort of Intendant or Check upon 
Provincial Adminifiration ; for Instance, as the Houfe of Representa- 
tives, are the grand InqueSt of the Province, efpecially as to Mifde- 
meanors in the Administration ; May I not take Hint from their 
Journals, <v. g. Although as above the Colony of Connefiictu.are to 
this Province as two to three ; Connedicut is almoft out of Debt, and 
we are about two Millions Currency in Debt ; the annual publick 
Charges of Connecticut are 4000 to 5000^. Currency, thofe of Maf- 
fachu/ctts- Bay are about 400,000 £. : Which vaSt proportional Dif- 
ference, is faid to be owing to the Differences in the Frugality and In- 
tegrity of their rcfpeclive Adminifirations. 2. The Reprefentatives in 
their Journals feem to complain of univerfal infectious Corruption, 
viz. That Officers from the higheft to the loweSt, were iniquitous in 
their Perquifites : The Field- Officers, Captains, and others were com* 
plained againlt for extorting Money from the private Men, as a Com- 
mission of receiving their Wages, and for certifying their Time of 
Service ■, for buying their Wages or Pay at a great Difcount ; for tak- 
ing 
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the Laws of England) of the old Charter Adminiftration, 
for a few Months until a fmall Body of new Laws could 
be formed. 

By this new Charter, fee P. 374. of this Summary, the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives is condituted in this Maimer, 
viz. Every Year and for ever upon the laft Wednefday 
of May, and at all ocher Times as the Governor fhall 
think fit, fhall be held a General Court or AflVmbly ; 
the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the refpective 
Towns and Places are impowered to depute two Perfons 
and no more, to reprefent them in the General Affembly. 
The Qualification of an Elector is 4.0 f at lean: per An. 
Freehold, or other Eftate to the Value of 50 £. Sterl. 

The prefent Practice by Acts or Refolves of the Ge- 
neral AfTembly, and by Cuftom. Boflon fends four De- 
puties or Repre fen tatives-, Salem, Ipfwich, Newbury, 
Marblehead, and Cbarlejiown, generally fend two each ; 
From the otherTowns which fendReprefentatives,each fend 
one ♦, we have not got into the Method directed by Charrer 
for two or more fmall Townfhips' joining, to fend a Re- 
prefentation, which would prevent the Inconveniency of 
multiplying Reprefentatives, and would I reftord to the 
conftituted, incorporated Townfhips (by Charter quali- 
fied, and by the Britifh Conftitution privileged to be re- 
prefentedj that Privilege of which they are abridged >by 
being refufed to fend a Reprefentative, as we have no 
general County- Elections. 

By Act of AfTembly, firft Year of the Charter 1692, 
each Town confiding of 30 to 40 qualified Electors may 
(at their Option) fend or not fend one Reprefentative ; 
each Town of 40 qualified are injoined to fend one Re- 
prefentative j 
»■' ■ ' " ■ ' 1 . 

ing Money in the Difcharge or Exchange of impreffed Men ; and for 
fall'e incomplete Mufter Rolls : Thefe Things are all wifely provided 
againfl by the General AfTembly, but the executive Part of the Ad- 
miniftration feem to connive ; for Inftance, by a late Aft " if any 
Perfon authorized, fhall exaft or take any Reward, to difcharge or 
fpare any (Soldiers) from faid Service, he fhall forfeit Ten Pounds for 
every Twenty Shillings he fhall fo exaft or take :" In this Cafe many 
Officers have been notorioufly guilty, but not called to Account. 
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prefentative -, each Town of 120 qualified may fend two 
Reprefentatives ; no Town, Bojion excepted (which may 
fend four) are at any Time to fend more than two Re- 
prefentatives. Writs for calling a General Affembly to 
ifTue from the Secretary's Office Thirty Days before their 
Meeting, directed to the Select-Men, as returning Offi- 
cers, the Returns to be made into the Secretary's Office 
one Day at the lead before the Time prefixed for the 
meeting of the General Afiembly — Forty Reprefentatives 
to conftitute a Houfe — Penalty for Non-Attendance 5 /. 
per Day. All Reprefentatives with one Son or Servant 
each, to have perfonal Protection during their Seffions, 
excepting in Cafes of Treafon or Felony. 

By Act of Afiembly 1693, the Qualification of a 
Voter, for a Reprefentative, is reduced from the Charter 
Qualification of 50 £. Sterl. . principal Eftafe to 40 £. 
Sterl. — Reprefentatives rpuft be Freeholders. and Refi- 
dents in the Town for which, they are chofen. 

Anno 1726, No Town under the Number of 60 qua- 
lified Electors be obliged to fend a Reprefentative — 1730 
No Town under the Number of 80 qualified Electors be 
obliged to lend a Reprefentative-— About one Third of 
the Townfhips which have Precepts fent them, fend no 
Reprefentatives. 

Here we {hall infert by Way of Table, the Number of 
Precepts ilTued out, and the Number of Members re- 
turned to the Houfe of Reprefentatives from ten Years 
to ten Years (to mention every Year- would be tedious, 
and of no Uie).rn each County. A 

- ■ ■ ' ' " •■'-- -— ■' 11 " ' : < 

The whble tegifla'ture, for Reafons belt known to themfefveS, do 
at Times jointly vary from their former Notions of Affairs : A noted 
Inflance of this was Anno 1 74 1, a Sum of 127,125 £. in publick Bills 
of Credit to "be cancelled by Taxes, conform to the emitting 'Acts of 
Afiembly ; fo high a Tax was judged inconvenient, and it was di- 
vided amongft the three vubfeqeent Years : Anno 1748 'the Province 
poorer by Expedition LofTes of working Men, and by Ship building, 
and 6* her Article* of Trade failing, the Province Tax for the Year is 
enacted, at upwards of 400,000 £. The Reimbursements granted by 
Parliament was defigned to payofF the publick Bills of Credit, that is 
the Piwkidal Debt contraaed by the Cape-Breton Expedition. 
• 
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A Lift of Precepts Jent, and of Returns made 1 708 to 1 748 
< 1708 i 1718 < 1728 < 1738 ^ 1748 



Suffolk 

Effex 

Midhfex 

Hampjh. 

Worcejler 

Plymouth 

Barnfia. 
Brifiol 
York s 
D. County 
Nan tuck. 

Total 



N. B. Anno 1731 Some Townfhips were taken from 
the Counties of Suffolk, Middlefex, and Hampjhire \ and 
formed into a new County called the County of IVorcefter. 

As this Hiftory feems to fwell too much for the Pe- 
rufal of the People in our Infant Colonies, who in general 
are not Bookijh, and do not apply themfelves to read 
Books of any confiderable Bulk ; I muft forbear infert- 
ing the long Lift of the Townfhips in Maffacbufetts-Bay 
Province. 

We mail here only obferve, that our Townfhips or 
Diftricts of Land, may be diftinguifhed into four Sorts. 
1. Incorporated Townfhips which are ferved with Pre- 
cepts, and generally fend Reprefentatives, this Year they 
are in Number 95. 2. Incorporated Townfhips, which 
are ferved with Precepts, but generally do not fend Re- 
prefentatives, this prefent Year they are 58 •, their Num- 
ber being fo large, is occafioned by their Poverty, which 
proceeds from their labouring young Men being taken 
away, that is, depopulated by multiplied Expeditions, and 
their being peculated by multiplied Taxes ; formerly our 
Province Tax was from Six Tboufand to (in great Exi- 
gencies) 
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gencies) Forty Thoufand Pound per Ann •, whereas this pre- 
fent Year 1748 the Provincial Tax upon Polls andEftates 
is Three Hundred feventy /even Thoufand nine Hundred ninety 
two Pounds, and Excifes doubled •, thus they cannot well 
fpare 30/ a Day the prefent Wages of aReprefentative. 3. 
Townfhips incorporated, but in exprefs Words debarred 
from fendingReprefentatives-, thefe are but fewinNumber, 
becaufe lately introduced •, this feems Anti-Conflitutional, 
that ( as we have no County Reprefentatives ) Perfons of 
good Eftates real and perfonal fhould in no manner be 
reprefented, as if they were Aliens, Servants or Slaves. 
4. Townfhips or Diftricls granted to a Number of Pro- 
prietors, but as the Conditions of the Grant, particularly 
the fettling of a certain Number of Families in a limited 
Space of Time, are not fully performed, they are not as 
yec qualified to be conftituted, by Act of Aflembly, with 
all Town Privileges •, of thofe there are many, efpecially 
in thofe Lands which lately were taken from the Pro- 
vince of Majfachufetts Bay, and annexed to the Crown in 
Property, and to the Province of New-Hampjhire in Ju- 
rifdiction. N. B. This late Boundary Line cut off from 
MaJ]achufetts-Bay Province, the conftituted, but not re- 
prefented Townfhips of Rumford and Litchfield upon 
Merimack River •, of ' Winchejler upon Conneclicut River ; 
with Part of the conftituted Townfhips of Nottingham 
and Dunftable upon Merimack River •, Part of Groton,and 
TownJhendyFan of Northfield upon Conneclicut River : 
the Other Diftricts or Grants not incorporated annexed to 
Niw-Hampfhine, were, Herrys Town, Contacook, the nine 
Townfhips commonly called the Double Row of Fron- 
tier Towns againft the French and their Indian Auxilia- 
ries, the Row of four Townfhips upon the Eaft Side 
of Conneclicut River, the Row of two Townfhips Weft 
Side of Conneclicut River,* Canada to Gallop and others, 

Canada 

I ' , 

* About 20 Years fmce, and for fome following Years, the Gene- 
.■*l Afembly of the Province were in the Humour of dividing and 

appropriating 
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Canada to Sylvejler and others, Lower Ajhuelot, Upper 
AJhuelot, Canada to Rowley, Canada to Ipfwicb, Canada 
to Salem, Canada to Beverly \ Naraganfet No. 3. Akra- 
£*»/<?/ No. 5, Ltf«w New-Bofton, Townfhip to Ipfwich, 
in all 29 Grants transferred to New-Hampjhire JurifdicYi- 
on : The other granted, but not conftituted Townfhips, 
which remain in the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, are, 
in the Province of Main, Townfhip to Cape- Anne or Glo- 
r^r,Townfhip to Powers and others, Townfhip to Mar- 

appropriating moft of the then reckoned Provincial or unoccupied 
Lands ; that in Cafe of future Claims by the Crown, &c. by Poffef- 
fion they might retain at leaft the Property : This was provident 
and good Policy, and accordingly upon fettling the Line between the 
two Provinces, the Property of the abovefaid Diftrifts, was in the 
Commiffion referved to thefe Poffeffors ; but lately the Heirs and 
Affigns of Mr. Ma/on, original Grantee of New -Hampshire, have in- 
timidated the Majfachufetts Proprietors, and brought fundry of them 
to compound for a valuable Quit-Claim, whereas if by Contribution 
of the prefent Proprietors (a meer Trifle to each of them) they by 
Petition had carried the Affair before the King in Council, they would 
have been quieted in their Property, and obviated any further Claims, 
fuch as the Claims of Col. Allen's Heirs, Mr. Mafon's general Affignee; 
and of the Claims of the Million Purchafe lately revived, which may 
likewife be converted into Bubbles. 

Our General Affembly at that Time were in fuch a Hurry to ap 
propriate the vacant Lands, that feveral old Townfhips were encou- 
raged to petition for an additional new Townfhip ; and when they 
were fatiated, the Affembly introduced by Way of Bounty to the 
Dependents of the Soldiers in the Indian War of King Philip (fo 
called) 1675, and of * ne Soldiers in Sir William Phipps's Expedition 
againft Canada, Anno 1690 ; thus nine Townfhips were granted to 
each of thefe Expeditions : Thus no Lands (excepting in the inland 
back Wilderncfs of the Province of Main) were left to recompence 
the Defcendcnts of the particular Sufferers ('the Province in general 
was an unaccountable Sufferer) in the unforefeen and inconceivable 
(becaufe rafh) Expedition againft Louijiwurc, our Adminiftration per- 
haps did not underfland the Doftrine of Chances ; but bv good Pro 
vidence, though the Chance was upwards of a Million to One againft 
us, we gained the Prize, not by playing away Men (as is the Phrafe 
in Flanders) in being killed, but by the Poltroonery of the French 
Garrifon ; this muft not be underftood as detracting' from the New 
England Militia Troops, who are noted for their Courage as Bull 
Dogs (excufe the Expreffion) where they fix, they never quit hold, un- 
til they conquer, or arc cut to Pieces. 

Q^q q bkbead, 
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blehead, Naraganfet, No. 7, Naraganfet, No. 1, and Phi- 
lip's Town upon Salmon Falls River •, between Meri- 
jnack River and Connecticut River are Canada to Dorchef- 
ter, Canada to Ipfwich, Canada to Roxbury, Townfhip to 
Welles and others, Townfhip to Salem, Nichawoag, Pe- 
quioug, NaraganfetyNo. 6, Naraganfet,No.2, Town/hend: 
On the Weft Side of Connecticut River, are the Grants of 
Fall-fightTownfhip, of Canada toHunt, and others •, Nara- 
ganfet, No. 4, Townfhips to Boslon, No. 1 , 2, %,UpperHou- 
fatonick, four more Houfatonicks, and Bedford ; making 
in all Grants not incorporated, 28 in the Province of 
Maffachufetts-Bay not alienated ; and 29 transferred as 
to Jurifdiction, to the Province of New-Hampjhire. 

The Affair of the above Townfhips is variable, and 
of no permanent Ufe, but this may ferve a future curious 
Hiftorian, as an accurate Account for the State of the 
Year 1749. 

There are a few Things, in which the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives of the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay in New 
England (which in all Refpects is the principal Brttifh Co- 
lony) do vary from the Practice of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in Great Britain. 1 fhall mention two, which muft 
not be deemed conftitutional, as being only by fundry 
Acts of the General Aflembly, and confequently if in- 
convenient, may be repealed or altered by fome fubfe- 
quent Act. 

1 . That a Reprefentative muft be a || Refident in the 
townfhip for which he is eletled. As the Reprefentative 
of a Diftrict or Townfhip fo called, is not a peculiar Ar- 
gent for that Townfhip, but is their Quota of Reprefen- 
tation of the whole Province in the General Aflembly ; 

' i i ^— t^*^*»M^— — 11 1 1 ■ *!— ^^^— m>tm~~i~i~— 1— — ^mmm ^^»— ^mm ^ 

j| It is faid, that Anno 1693, there were fome Bojlon Gentlemen 

prefentatives for fome of the Out-Towns, but not agreeable to the 

then Rev. 1. M — th — r ; Mr. B—f—d for Briftol is mentioned ; 

Mr. M of great Intereft with the weak Governor Pkipfs, and 

wuh the devotionally bigotted Houfe, procured this Act. 

a 
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a Gentleman of good natural Intereft and Refident in the 
Province, a Man of Reading, Obfervation, and daily con- 
verfant with Affairs of Policy and Commerce, is certainly 
better qualified for a Legiflator, than a Retailer of Rum and 
fmall Beer called a Tavern Keeper, in a poor obfcure 
Country Town, remote from all Bufinefs ; thus this 
Countryman will not be diverted from the moft neceffary 
and beneficial Labour of cultivating the Ground, his pro- 
per Qualification ; to attend State-Affair?, of which he 
may be fuppofed grofly and invincibly ignorant ; thus 
the poor Townfhip, by Gentlemen at large ferving gratis 
or generou/ly as the Quota of the Townfhip, will be freed 
from the growing fin one Year from Anno 1747 to 1748 
this Charge was advanced from 20 f. to 30/ per Day) 
Charge of fubfifting an ufelefi Reprefentative : There- 
fore, if this Claufe of Refidence in the Act of Affembly 
1693, is not abfolutely repealed, may it not be qualified 
in this Manner ? viz. The Reprefentative if not a Re- 
fident in the Townfhip, being a Refident in the Province, 
mall have a Rent Roll of **** per Annum in the Place, 
or fhall be the Proprietor of **** Hundred Acres in the 
Townfhip for which he is elected. 

2. 'That Councellors and Reprefentatives do ferve their 
Country upon Wages. The Honour •, and Pleafure of doing 
Good, are Recompence fufficient to a Patriot, thus the 
Province will t fave a very confiderable Part of their 

Taxation ; 



■f- As Savings, that is Frugality in private Oecor.omy is a confide- 
rable Lucntiun, fo it is in the publick Charges of Government ; for 
Inltance, the taking and maintaining the Fort of LouijLourg in the 
Ifland of Capc-B/tton colt Great- Britain ; confidering ether 
unavoidable vaft Charge?, not conveniently able to afford fuch 
an extra Charge upon a Place which mull in Policy unavoidably be 
rdlored, to the great Diiguit of the brave AVw- England Men, who 
in loyalty, and Patrhti/m tcrthe Biiiijh Nations, ventured not enly 
their Lives to the Number upwards of 2000 of an Infant Colony, 
dead, but their Fortune?, (that L their Country, notwithftanding of the 
generous ReimLurfeinenc of the Britro Parliamert, reduced to great 

Diltrefc) 
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Taxation -, for Inftance, this prefent Year 1748, the 
Province would have laved about 25,000 £. ; the whole 
annual Provincial Charge from the Commencement of 
the Charter, fellfliort of this Sum, until Anno 1735; that 
Year, the Rates were 31,000 £. Old Tenor ; thus in 
Time to come two of the Negatives would be under no 
Temptation of having their Wages augmented by Collu- 
fion with the third Negative •, the Governor's Allowance 
being by them immoderately advanced.f 

The Allowances or Pay of the three Negatives for their 
Services, are fettled by themfelves from Time to Time, 
therefore they do not fuffer by the Depreciation of their 
own publick Bills of Credit. I fhall here annex a Table 
(Tables contract Things into a more eafy, Iefs diffufed, 
and therefore more diftincl; View) of the Pay of the three 
Negatives in fome fucceflive Periods, and of the Pro- 
vince Rate : the Province Polls in thefe refpecTive Years, 
fee afterwards, as taken from the Valuation Adts ; in a- 
bout feven Years Periods, a Valuation or Cenfus is made 
for quoatingthe AfTeflments of eachTownfhip or DiftricT: 
towards the Provincial Rate or Charge. 



A.D. 

Covrs. 
pr.An. 
Counf. 
pr.Day 
Repre. 
pr.Day 
Rates. 



1702 172c] 1730 
Dudley Shute\Belchtr 



600 
5/- 

If- 

6000 



2400 

\Q{. 



I200 

6/. 

4/ 6/ 
6000 8000 



'740, x 743 
ditto Shirley 



3600 

15/ 

IO/. 

39000 



5400 
18/. 

12/ 



x 745 \ 
ditto 

6000 
18/ 

12/ 



1747 \ 1 74 3 
ditto ; ditto 



7600 
30/ 
20 /. 



9600 
40/. 

3° /• 



60000 120000 168324 381672 



Diftrefs) I fay it coft about 500,000 £. Sterl. a dead Lofs to Great- 
Britain, whereas a fmall additional Charge in the better garrifoning 
of Annapolis, Placentia, and St. Johns ; with a few additional Ships 
of War from Great-Britain, under the Dire&ion of an a&ive Com- 
mander, fuch as Sir Peter Warren or Mr. Knoivles, would have not 
only fecured our Northern Colonies and their Trade againft all French 
Armaments, the French being in that Time notorioufly weak at Sea ; 
but alfo would have cut off all Communication between Ola" France, 
and New France or Canada. 

f By At\ of AlTembly, Governors are exempted from Rates or 
Taxes ; therefore fome Governors eafily confent to, and laugh at a 
high Tax. 

Any 
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Any well-difpofcd Perfon without Doors may fubmif- 
fively offer Advice or Propofals, even after a Bill is en- 
acted, becaufe Acts are frequently explained or altered 
by fubfequent Acts for the publick Good : All Legifia- 
tures and their Laws ought to be facred and tenderly 
ufed, without cavelling or cenfuring : thus in Great- Bri- 
tain it has been a Practice Time out of Mind for Writers 
not of the Legislature, freely and decently to give their 
Advice and Schemes. As the Affair I mean is only 
temporary, I fhall fubjoin it amongft the Annotations .* 

In 



* It is arrogant, in fome Meafure feditious, and a great Sin againft 
the divine Inftitution of Society ; for any Perfon or Perfons, to ex- 
claim againft the Ads of Legiflature ; the following are only fome 
private Speculations, concerning the negotiating of the late Cape- Bre- 
ton Expedition Reimburfement Money, and the fudden Tranfition from 
an immenfc bafe Paper-Currency, to that good and univerfal Medium 
of Silver Money. 

1 . The late Aft for receiving and negotiating our Reimburfement 
Money granted by the Parliament of Great-Britain, impowers Sir 
Peter Warren, Mr. Bollan, and Mr. Palmer, or two of them, the faid 
Bollan to be one ; perhaps the giving of a Negative to Mr. Bollan, 
may difguft the other two Gentlemen, fo as to prevent their acling, 
and confequently occadon a further Delay of the Reimburfement ; did 
not, Mr. Ballan\ being formerly appointed fole Agent in this Affair, 
difguft his Fellow Provincial Agent Mr. Kilby, a Gentleman of Know- 
ledge and Spirit in tranfafting of Bufinefs ; and occafion a Memo- 
rial of Merchants and others, Sept. 21.1 748, to the Treafury of 
Great-Britain, to delay the Remittance of the Reimburfement Money, 
for Rcafons therein fpecified ? This Delay is a Damage to the Coun- 
try after the Rate (I mean the Intereft of the Money) of 1 1,000 ,£. 
Sterl: or 1 10,000 £. Old Tenor perAnnum ; as if fome Debtors Ma- 
nagers, ftudied Methods to delay the Melioration of the Denominati- 
ons of our Currencies, by clogging the Affair. 

2. The Amount of our Provincial Debt (that is of our publick 
Bill'-, or Paper Currency) Anno 1748, was about 2,405,000 £. Old 
Tenor ; by this Aft a Part of it 7 1 2,000 £. is to be funk by very 
heavy Rates upon a reduced poor People, in the Years 1748 and 
1 749 ; and the remaining 1,693,000 £. Old Tenor, to be redeemed 
or exchanged by the Reimburfement Silver ; Commiffions, Freight, 
Infurance, and fome petty Charges being firft deduced. 

I ufe the Words, a poor reduced People, 1 . In Conformity to 
fundry Expreflions ufed at feveral Times by the Houfe of Reprefen- 
catives, in their Meflages to the Governor, •• with publick Taxes we 

are 
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In this Province there feems to be a (landing Faction 
confiding of wrong Heads and fraudulent Debtor? ; this 

Faction 



are burdened almoft to Ruin."— " The Province is at a prodigious 
daily Charge beyond their Strength, which has involved us in a pro- 
digious Load of Debt, and in a manner exhaufted our Sub/lance."— 
" Although the fame Difpofition remains, yet we are in a manner 
incapable to promote (the Britijb Intereft) it for the future." 2. The 
Lofs of about 3000 robuft, labouring young Men by Expeditions ; 
Major Little lately Commander of the MaJJachufetts-Bay Reinforce'- 
ments fent to Annapolis in 'Nova-Scotia, in his Book publifhed in Lon- 
don 1748, concerning the Nature of the prefent Trade of our Nor- 
thern Colonies, writes, that by multiplied Expeditions they had loft 
7000 Men, and many Thoufands perverted to Idlenefs : here I may, 
by Way of Amufement obferve, that according to the Eftimates of 
Political Arithmeticians, in all well fettled Countries the Numbers of 
Males and Females are nearly equal (foine are very nnrticu';: 
fuppofe 18 Male Births, to 17 Female Births; therefore as we'iu.e 
lately by Expeditions loft about Three Thousand young Men, there re- 
mains with us a Ballance of Three Thoufand young Women, good 
Breeders, but idle in that Refpecl ; the Ballance may be transferred to 
fettle Nova-Scotia, under the Cover of fome Regiments of Soldier.' 
that muft be difbanded, which in the Interim may be tranfported to 
Nova-Scotia, cantoned, and continued in Pay for two or three Years 
with Portions of Land, at an eafy Quit-rent ; thus the French Set- 
tlers, our perfidiousSubjedts may be elbowed out. 3. The inconceiv- 
able Decay of our Trade and Bufinefs : Fifhery and Ship building 
are the moft confiderable Articles : Formerly from Marblebead our 
principal Cod- Fifhery- Port, there were about 160 Fifhing Scooners 
at prefent 1748 only about 60 Scooners : Formerly there have been 
upon the Stocks in Bofton 7000 Ton of Top-fail Veffels, at prefent 
not much exceeding 2000 Tons. 4. Some of our Townfhips, and 
confequently their Proportion of Taxes, have lately by the Determi- 
nation of the King in Council, been fet oft" to the neighbouring Go- 
vernments of Neiv-Hampjbire and Rhode- IJland. 5. The late fudden 
and confiderably enhanced Pay of the three Negatives of the Legifla- 
cire, notwithstanding Exchange, Silver, and Neceflaries of Life 
(Cloathing growing cheaper) being nearly at the fame Price Anno 
i'747 and 1748. 

3. Our Combination of Debtors who formerly were for poftponing 
<">f Paper-Money, all of a fudden inconfiftently with their proper Cha- 
racter, quicquid id eft timeo, are for finking all Paper- Currency in the 
Space of a Year or two ; we may without Breach of Charity fufpett 
their hurrying the Province into a Stare of Confufion, that they may 
&& in troubled Waters ; perhaps as Paper-Currency arrived by De- 
grees 
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FacYion endeavours to perfuade us, that one of our inva- 
luable Charter Privileges, is, A Liberty to make Paper- 
Money^ 



grcc, to a vaft. Sum, and great Depreciation ; it would be more na- 
tural to fink it gradually in the Space of half a Dozen, or half a Score 
of Years ; and by Ad of Parliament (not by precarious Inftru&ions) 
no more Paper- Money to be emitted, a Governor confenting to any 
fuch Emiffions to be rendred incapable and mulfted. Notwithftand- 
ing that I always was a profefled Enemy to all Paper, as being a bafe 
fallacious, and fraudulent Contrivance of a Currency, I cannot avoid 
thinking that this is the mod; falutary Method. 

4. The honeft and honourable Way of paying a Bill, is, accord- 
ing to the Face of the Bill, that is, all Bills with us of 6 /. in the 
Face of the Bills, fhould be paid in a Piece of Eight j whereas by 
the Act 1748, a Piece of Eight fhall be received in Payments for 1 1 /. 
3 d. New Tenor ; thus thefe Bills in their own pernicious Nature, 
fiom dwtp 1742 to 1748 have fuffered a Difcount of about 10 /. in 
ind : Mr. S — / — y in a Speech or Meflage in Relation to the 
full: Emifiion of thefe New Tenor Bills infinuates, that he had con- 
trived Bills which could not depreciate : But notwithstanding, thefe 
Bills have greatly depreciated in pafllng through feveral Hands, and 
as it is impoffible to adjuft the Proportion of Depreciation in each of 
thefe Heads, it is unreafonable that the laji Pofl'ejfor (hould have the 
Allowance of the fuccefiive Depreciations : Therefore the Aflembly 
in Equity have allowed the Pofleflbr only the current Value, but here 
the Anembly feem to allow themfelves to be Bankrupts at the Rate 
of 10/. in the Pound, from 174210 1748. Perhaps if a Piece of 
Eight had been in the new Projection enacted equal to 12/. New 
Tenor, which is 48/ Old Tenor, the general Price amongft Mer- 
chants ; it would have been no Injuflice to the Pofleffors, it would 
have prevented their being hoarded up, and the Reimburfe- 
ment Money would have paid off about 6 per Cent more of 
our Debts, that is, cancelled fo much more of our iniquitous Currency. 
N. B. Perhaps, the dating of a Piece of Eight (feven Eights of an 
Ounce of Silver) at 6/ Currency, and one Ounce of Silver at 6/. 8d. 
is out of Proportion : the true Proportion is 6 /". lod 1 . two 7ths. 

5. In Place of fending over the Reimburfement in foreign Silver- 
Coin, if the Provincial Treafurer were empowered from Home and 
here, to draw partial Bills for the fame upon the Britijb Treafury, or 
where clfe it may be lodged ; this would fave Comroiffions, Infurance, 
Freight, and fmall Charges, to the Value of about 12,000 /. Sterl. 
upon the 183,000/. Reimburfement, fufficient to difcharge 120,000/. 
Old Tenor, of our Debts. I fhall not fay that private pecuniary Views, 
but not Oeconomy are in the Cafe. 

Upon the Suppofiiion of this Reimburfeincnt Money being remitted 

by 
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Money, or publick Bills of Credit, receivable in all Dealings, 
{Specialties excepted) as a legal Tender. 

3. Townfhips 

by Bills of Exchange, confulting the bed Advantage of the Pro- 
vince ; perhaps by appropriating one half of the Reimburfement for 
that End, 910,000 £. O. T. of our Debtor Bills would in the mod ex- 
peditious Manner be inftantly funk; all Merchants, Shop-keepers, and 
others would gladly purchafe with our Paper fuch good and punctual 
Bills preferable to any other private Bills of Exchange ; The other 
half of the Reimburfement to be by the like Bills of Exchange pur- 
chafed here by Silver to introduce a Silver Currency, the only proper 
commercial Medium ; providentially in Favour of this Purpofe, we 
have lately had imported a Capture from the Spaniards of 54 Chefts 
of Silver, which the Owners would gladly have exchanged for fuch 
Bills ; all Merchants and others in New-England and the adjacent Pro- 
vinces who fend Pieces of Eight Home as Returns, or to purchafe 
frefh Goods, would be fond of bringing their Silver to purchafe fuch 
good Bills free from all the Charges of other Remittances : Thus be- 
sides a Silver Currency commencing, of 910,000 £. OldTenor Value, 
we fhall have a remaining Paper- Currency of 1,495,000 to be can- 
celled gradually by Rites and other Taxes, fuppofe in 10 Years, is 
about 150,000 £. Old Tenor, or 37,500 £. New Tenor per Annum ; 
thus the two Years 1 748 and 1 749, perhaps oppreflively loaded, will 
be much eafed, and the infatuated Paper-Currency Men made eafy 
by finking of it gradually ; with the Provifo of an Aft of Parliament 
prohibiting, for ever hereafter, any more publick Bills of Credit to 
be emitted. 

This remaining 1,495,000 JT. Paper Currency, abftratting from 
the 910,000 £. Silver, Part of the Reimburfement, is more than a 
fttfficient Medium for Trade and Bufinefs, in a quick Circulation, in 
the Province of Majfachujetts-Bay. Let us recoiled!, that in the latter 
Part of Governor Belcher % Adminiftration 1 741, immediately preceed- 
ing Governor Shirley's Acceflion, this Province in its full Vigour and 
Extent of Trade, feemed to be fufficiently fupplied, by a Sum not 
exceeding 160,000 £. a Fund for Taxes not aflefled, for Taxes af- 
•fefied but not collected, and for Arrears of- Loans ; let ns fuppofe a 
like Sum of 160,000 £. from the neighbouring Governments, ob- 
tained a Credit of Circulation with us (the four Colonies of New- 
England hitherto as to Currencies have been as one Province) makes 
320,000/. ; at that Time Silver was at 29 / per Ounce, at this 
Time 1748 it is 58 /. per Ounce ; therefore upon this Foundation 
we mufl fuppofe 640,000 £. Old Tenor Value, the Medium fufficient 
or requifite for our Trade and Bufinefs, whereas we have allowed 
1,495,000 £. Old Tenor Value, being more than double that Sum, 
to remain for a Paper Currency 

A 
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3. By Charter all vacant or not claimed Lands were 
vetted in the collective Body of the People or Inhabi- 
tants ; and their Reprefentatives in General Court af- 
fembled, with Confent of the Governor and Council •, 
make Grants of thefe Provincial Lands, to a Number of 
private Perfons, to be incorporated, upon certain Condi- 
tions, into Townfhips •, there are alfo fome peculiar Grants, 
which after fome Years are by Acts of Affembly annex- 
ed to fome neighbouring Townfhip. 

If in granting of thefe Lands, they had been fubjected 
to an eafy Quit-rent to the Province ; thefe Lands would 
have fettled compactly, and improved fooner ; whereas 
at prefent, fome Proprietors of large Tracts of Lands do 
not fettle or fell, becaufe being at no Charge of Quit- 
Rent, and not in the Valuation of Rates or Taxes for the 
Provincial Charge of Government •, they chufe to let 
them lie unimproved many Years, for a Market. That 
this might have been practicable, appears by Lands in 
the Townfhip of Hopkinton fubjected to an annual Quit- 
rent for the Benefit of our Provincial Seminary called 
Harvard-College ; which notwithstanding of Quit-rent is 
well fettled and improved •, the Rev. Mr. CommifTary 
Trice is their prefent Miffionary Minifter, and is a confi- 
derable Proprietor there under Quit-rent. 

The Townfhips are generally granted in Value of fix 
Miles fquare (fome old Grants of Townfhips are much 
larger) to be divided into Sixty-three equal Lots, viz. 
One Lot for the firft fettled Minifter as Inheritance, one 
Lot for the Miniftry as Glebe-Lands, one Lot for the 
Benefit of a School ; the other fixty Lots, to fixty Per- 



A Stranger may think it unaccountable that in the Beginning of 
Governor Shirks Adminiftration, Anno 1 741, the projected fpeedy 
cancelling of about 130,000 Old Tenor Bills by the Taxes for 1741 
fhould be judged too oppreflive for one Year, aud was therefore di- 
vided amonglt three fubfequent Years ; whereas the 103,000 /.New 
Tenor, or 412,000 Old Tenor, Taxes of 1748 (although, we have 
the Reimburfement Money, to alleviate this grievous VYeipht) to- 
wards the End of his Adminiflration, is not lightned. * 

R r r fons 
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fons or Families, who mall within five Years from the 
Grant, erect a Dwelling- Houfe of 7 Feet Stud, and 18 
Feet fquare, with 7 Acres cleared and improved, fit for 
Mowing or Ploughing •, to erect a Houfe for publick 
Worfhip in five Years, and maintain an Orthodox Mini- 
fter. Every Townfhip of fifty or upwards Houfholders 
to be conftantly provided with a School- Matter to teach 
Children andYouth to read and write,Penalty forNeglect 
20 £. per Annum •, as alfo if confiding of 100 or upwards 
Houfholders, they are to maintain a Grammar-School •, 
Penalty 30 £. per Annum, if confiding of 150 Fami- 
lies ; Penalty 40 £. if confifting of 200 Families ; and 
higher Penalties pro rata. 

In each Townfhip by a general Act of Aflembly there 
are conftituted certain Town Officers to be elected at a 
Town- Meeting annually in March. I fhall inftance Bof 
ton, for the Year 1748 were chofen the following Offi- 
cers : 

Town- Clerk Hay ward 

7 Select-Men 10 Cullers of Staves 

Town-Treafurer 10 Viewers of Boards, 

12 Overfeersof the Poor Shingles, &c. 

7 AffefTors 4 Hogreeves 

10 Firewards 12 Clerks of the Market 

5 Sealers of Leather 2 Affay- Matters 

6 Fence-Viewers 6 Collectors of Taxes 
A Surveyor of Hemp 1 2 Conftables 
Informers of Deer 

Any Man rateable for 20 £. Principal Eftate to the Pro- 
vince-Tax, Pol not included, is qualified to vote in Town- 
Meetings, excepting in the Choice of Reprefentatives, 
which requires a Qualification of 40 / per Annum Free- 
hold, or 40 £. Sterl. perfonal Eftate. 

Sometimes Portions of adjoining Townfhips, are by 
Act of Afiembly incorporated into a Parifh or Precinct, 
for the better Conveniency of attending divine Service, 

but 



0/ Massachusetts-Bay. 515 

but in all other Refpecls, excepting in Minifterial Rates, 
they belong to their original Townffiips. 

The Plantations and Farms in the Old Townfhips near 
Bojion, are generally become fmall, occafioned by a Pro- 
vincial Act of Afifembly, which divides the real as well 
as the perfonal Eftate of Inteftates, amongft all the Chil- 
dren or Collaterals ; our People are much bigotted to 
this Province- Law, and chufe to dieinteftate. This Hu- 
mour is not without its Advantages, v. g. where a Farm 
thus becomes fmall, the Pofieflbr cannot live by it, and 
is obliged to fell to the Proprietor of fome adjoining 
Farm, and remove further inland, where he can purchafe 
wafte Land in Quantities at an eafy Rate, to the enlarg- 
ing of our Country Improvements : Thus the former 
Townfhips which now compofe the County of Wore ejl er, 
about 40 Years fince, there were not exceeding 200 Fa- 
milies, whereas in the laft Valuation 1742, there were 
found in that County about 3200 taxable white Male 
Perfons ; but our multiplied Expeditions fince that Time, 
have diminiflied them much. 

The civil Officers annually chofen by a joint Vote of 
the Board or Council, and Houfe or Reprefentatives, and 
with the Confent of the Governor are appointed. 
The Treafurer or Receiver-General. 
The General Impoft Office. 

The General Commiflary for Soldiers, theirProvifions 
and Stores, and for Indian Trade. 
The Attorney-General. 
Collectors of Excife, one for each County. 
Publick Notaries for the Ports of 
Bojlon Newbury Cafco-Bay 

Salem Plymouth York County 

Marbleheacl Barnftable Duke } s -County 

Glocejler Kittery Nantucket 

N. B. The Attorney-General is annually chofen ; the 
Governor and Council pretend to have the fole Privilege 
of appointing him j the Houfe of Reprefentatives hi- 
therto 
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therto have not given up this Point, but the Perfon ap- 
pointed by the Governor and Council is the acting Officer. 

Becaufe all Ads of Affembly are required to be fent 
Home for Allowance or Difallowance, therefore fome 
TranfacYions formerly have patted by Way of Order or 
Refolve only. 

A Member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives is fined 
20/ Old Tenor, for every Days Abfence without Leave 
or good Excufe. 

Every Seflion there is a Committee appointed to pre- 
pare a Lift of the Travel (20 Miles Travel is the fame 
with one Day's Attendance) and Attendance of the Mem- 
bers of the Houfe for the Sefiions — Their Wages are 
paid out of the general Provincial Supply or Bills of pub- 
lick Credit emitted for the ordinary and extraordinary 
Charges of the Province for the Year ; the Bills of this 
Article are drawn in again not by a general Provincial 
Rate or Tax, but by a peculiar Rate impofed upon the 
feveral Towns who fend Reprefentatives. 

The Townfhips that have Precepts fent to them, but 
make no Returns, are liable to be fined at the Difcretion 
of the Houfe •, but are generally excufed, and perhaps 
out of 50 Delinquents ffome are excufed by Law, as be- 
ing under the Number of eighty Families) very few are 
fined -, this Article though very fmall, is one of the 
Articles for calling in the publick Bills of Credit from 
Year to Year. 

Perhaps an Affembly Grant, as is the prefent Practice, 
in the Beginning of every Year's Adminiftration of a 
Governor for his Services to be done during the next fub- 
fequent Year, may be thus qualified ; to be paid after 12 
Months, if the prefent Governor's Life or Adminiftration 
continue fo long, otherwife in Proportion to the Time 
of Service : We have a remarkable Inftance of this in 
the worthy Governor Burnet ; fome fhort Time before 
his Death, there was a Vote of 6000 £. for the laft Year 
and current Year's Service, which for Want of Concur- 
rence did not take Place •, foon after the Commencement 

of 
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of the then current Year, Governor Burnet died, and his 
Heirs received only 3000 £. Old Tenor, for all his Ser- 
vices, being for about 1 3 Months, thus the Province 
honeftly faved about 3000 £. 

The Executive Courts. 

By Charter the General Affembly are allowed to erect 
Judicatories, to hear and determine concerning Pleas, 
whether real, perfonal or mixt j and all manner of Crimes 
capital or not capital. 

In perfonal Actions, where the Matter in Difference, 
doth exceed the Value of 300 £. Sterl. Appeals are al- 
lowed to the King in Privy Council, provided fuch Ap- 
peal be made in fourteen Days, after Judgment given ; 
and that before fuch Appeal be allowed, Security be gi- 
ven by the Appealants in the Value of the Matter in 
Difference, with Cofts and Damages, but Execution not 
to be ftaid. 

See the prefent Charter, P. 375. 

Our Judicatories in civil Actions are thus conftituted. 
1. AU Actions under 10 £. Old Tenor, which may at 
prefent be about 20 / Sterl. are at firft lnftance cogniza- 
ble by a f Juftice of Peace : 2. From thence lies Ap- 
peal to an inferior Court, or County Court of Common 
Pleas ; this Court feems to be of no great * Confequence, 
and generally ferves, without much Pleadings, only to 
tranfmit it to the Superior or Provincial Court, perhaps 
the moft upright of any in our national Plantations or 



f It has hitherto been too much a Practice to multiply the Num- 
ber of the Juftices of the Peace (this amongft other Inconveniencies, 
as an old Country Juftice well obferved) " Depreciates the former 
" Crctit of a Juftice, as the multiplying of our publick Bills of Credit, 
" depreciates our Currency." May not Acls of Affembly be made 
from Time to Time, to limit the Number of Juftices in each County, 
and their Qualifications be under fome Regulation ? 

* The Smallncfs of Court- Fees, multiply Law-Suits, and is a Snare 
for poor People to become litigious. 

Colonies : 
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Colonies •, all Actions not exceeding the Value as above, 
muft originate in the Inferior Courts. 3. From the In- 
ferior Court of Common Pleas, there is Appeal to a Su- 
perior or Provincial Court in their Circuits •, this is alfo 
a Court of Oyer and Terminer in criminal Affairs : 4. 
From this Court there is a Review to the fame Court of 
Judges, but of another Jury. 5. There lies a Privilege 
of petitioning the General Affembly, as a Court of Er- 
ror, upon proper Allegations, to order a Rehearing be- 
fore the fame Superior Court : Perhaps a Court of De- 
legates would have founded better. 

The Courts of General Quarter Seflions, and Inferior 
Court of Common Pleas, are held at the fame Place and 
Time, and according to the lad general Appointment 
1743, are as follows, per Counties, 



Suffolk 
Effex 

Middlefex 

Hampshire 

Worcefter 
Plymouth 
Barnftable 



("At Bojlon. Firft Tuefday of January, 
l_ April, July, and October. 
(Salem. Second Tuefday of July •, laft 
J Tuefday in December. 
; Newbury. Laft Tuefday in September. 
\Ipfwich. Laft Tuefday in March. 
(Cambridge. Third Tuefday in May. 
j Charleftown. Second Tuefday in De- 
} cember and March. 
I Concord. Laft Tuefday in Auguft. 
\ Springfield. Third Tuefday in May, 
\ laft Tuefday in Auguft. 
i Northampton. Second Tuefday in Fe- 
1 bruary and November. 
(Worcefter. Firft Tuefday in November 
< and February, Second Tuefday in 
L May, Third Tuefday in Auguft. 
(Plymouth. Firft Tuefday in March, 

t Third Tuefday in May, September, 
and December. 
( BarrMahle. Laft Tuefday in June, 
^ Third Tuefday in March, Oclober, 
, t and January, 
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Briftol 

York 

Duke's-County 
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fBriflol. Second Tucfday in March, 
June, September and December. 
York. Firft Tuefday of April, July, 
October and January. 
JFalmouth. Firft Tuefday in October. 
? Edgartown. Firft Tuefday in March, 
Jaft Tuefday in October. 



[Sherburne. Laft Tuefday in March, 
^ firft Tuefday in October. 



Nantucket 

The Superior Courts of Judicature and JJJizes. 



Suffolk 
EfTex 
Middlefex 
Hampfhire 

Worcefter 

Plymouth 
Barnftable and 
Duke's County 
Briftol 
York 



r Bofton. Third Tuefday in Auguft and 
February. 
Salem. Second Tuefday in November. 
.Ipfwich. Second Tuefday in May. 
[Cambridge. Firft Tuefday in Auguft. 
\^Char left own. Laft Tuefday in January. 
• Springfield. Fourth Tuefday in Sep- 



tember. 
Worcefter. 
tember. 
<( Plymouth. 

Barnftable. 



\ 



Third Tuefday in Sep- 

Second Tuefday in July. 

Third Tuefday in July. 

Briftol. Fourth Wednefday in October. 
York. Third Wednefday in June. 



By Act of AlTembly, occafionally, but not ftatedly, 
the Times of the fitting of thefe feveral Courts are va- 
ried. And in general as thefe Courts may from Time 
to Time be varied by Acts of the Provincial General 
AlTembly, the above is only a temporary Account. 

The Juries never were appointed by the Sheriffs of 
the Counties, every Townfhip of the County at a regu- 
larly called Town-Meeting, elected their Quota for the 
County ; but as fome evil, defigning Men, upon particu- 
lar Occafions, officioufly attended thefe Town/hip-Meet- 

ings, 
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ings, in Order to obtain a packt or partial Jury ; lately 
the Jurors are by Lot, being partly by Chance, partly 
by Rotation. N. B. The Privilege of Juries, feems to 
give the People a Negative, even in the executive Part 
of the civil Government. 

In each County the Governor and Council appoint one 
High Sheriff with a Power of deputizing, and any Num- 
ber of Coroners. 

The Judges of the feveral Courts, appoint the Clerks 
of their feveral Courts, but generally conform to the Re- 
commendation from the Governor. N. B. Judges mould 
be independent of, and in no Refpect under the Direction 
of a King or of his Governor. 

The other Civil Courts,fome are appointed immediate- 
ly by Charter ; a Court for Probate of Wills, and grant- 
ing of Adminiftrations, which is veiled in the Governor 
and Council ; they appoint a Subftitute called the Judge 
of Probate, with a Regilfer or Clerk in each County, 
from which there lies an Appeal to the Ordinary, the 
Governor and Council. 2. In Time of War, a Court- 
Martial by Commiffion from the Governor with Confent 
of the Council, to exercife the Law- Martial upon any 
Inhabitants of the Province. — Some are by Commiffion 
from the Court and Boards in Great-Britain •, 1. A Court 
of Vice -Admiralty, fee P. 483. 2. A Jufticiary Court 
of Admiralty for Trial of Pirates, &c. fee P. 484. All 
thefe have occafionally been formerly mentioned. 

Generally in all our Colonies, particularly in New Eng- 
land, People are much addidled to Quirks in the Law ; 
a very ordinary Country Man in New-England is almoft 
qualified for a Country-Attorney in England. 

In each County, befides the civil Officers appointed by 
Governor and Council, and the Military or Militia Offi- 
cers appointed by the Governor as Captain-General, there 
is a County -Treafurer and County- Regijler, or Recorder of 
Deeds or real Conveyances, thefe are chofen by a joint 
written Vote of the qualified Voters in each Townlhip 
of the County, and forted in the next fubfequent Quarter 

Seffions 
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Seflions For the County. The County- Treafurers yearly 
render and pafs their Accounts with a Commits of the 
General Aflembly. 

'Taxes and Valuations. 

The Provincial Taxes of MaJJachufetts-Bay, confift of 
three Articles, Excife, Impojl, and Rates. 

1. Excife. By Act of Aflembly, after June 29. 1748 
for the Space of three Years Cthe Excife f is farmed for 
three Years) the following Duties, Old Tenor, mail be 
paid, being double of the former Excife. 

Every Gallon of Brandy, Rum, and other Spirits dif- 
tilled, 2/. 

Wine of all Sorts, 2 / 

Every Hundred of Lemons or Oranges, 20/ 

Limes, 8 / 
the Vender or Retailer to fwear to the Account by him 
rendred to the Farmer ; 20 per Ct. for Leakage to be al- 
lowed Duty free. — Penalty for retailing without Licenfe 
12 £. toties quoties ; Retailers are deemed fuch as fell 
f mailer Quantities than a Quarter- Cafk or 20 Gallons ; 
the Taverners, Innholders, and other Retailers, are not to 
plead their Licenfe for vending in any other Houfe, be- 
fides that wherein they dwell. Formerly the Collectors 
were chofen by the General AlTembly, at prefent the 
Farmers are the Collectors. — Licenfes are from the Quar- 
ter- Seflions of the County, by the Recommendation of 
the Select -Men of the Townfhip, where the Taverner or 
Retailer lives — The Farmer is accountable to the Trea- 
furer once every Year. 

The Excife for three fucceflive Years from 1748, is 
doubled, this with the Increafe of our Rioting and Drun- 
kennefs, introduced partly by our idle military Expediti- 
ons •, has increafed the Revenue of Impoft upon Liquors 

f toflcti, with the reft of the County of Sttjiti's Excife, is farmed 
for ( 0,000 £. Old Tenor, being about iooo_£. Scerl. fr. Jn. 

S ( f imported 



522 ^Summary, Hijlorical and Political, &c. 

imported, and Excife upon Home Confumption, but 
much to the Damage of private Families, and the Oeco- 
nomy or the Country in general. 

The' Impoft and Excife of 1710, 1711, 1712, did 
not exceed a Sum of 7000 £. Old Tenor, 

1715 Were estimated at 7000 £. Old Tenor 

1726 Impoft 5,200 £. Excife 3,600 £. 

1747 Excife, Impoft, and Tunnage 17,616 £. 

J ?4 8 33,480 £. 

2. Impoft and Tunnage by Aft of Aflembly June 
1748 for one Year ; Salt, Cotton- Wool, Provifions, the 
Growth and Produce of New-England, Prize-Goods con- 
demned in any Part of the Province, and Goods from 
Great-Britain, are exempted from Impoft. 

The Impoft payable, is, 
"Wines from the Weftern Iflands per Pipe 4 £. Old Tenor 

Madera, and other Sorts 5 £. 
Rum per Hog (head of 100 Gallons 4 £. 
Sugar 2 jr f 

MolafTes x $ j m 

Tobacco 2 /. 

Logwood per Tun 3 f % 

all other Goods 4 d. for every 20 /. Value. 

Foreign Goods imported from other Places, than that 
of their Growth and Produce, to pay double Impoft. 

Upon refhipping for Exportation to be drawn back 

per Pipe of Weftern IQands Wine 3 £. 

Madera and other Sorts 3 £. izf. 

per Hogfhead of Rum 3 £. 

For Liquors allowed 1 2 pr. Ct. for Leakage, and de- 
cayed Liquors, or where two Thirds are leaked out, mail 
be accounted as Outs free of Duty — Stores may be allow- 
ed to the Mafter and Seamen, not exceeding 3 pr. Ct. of 
the Lading. 

The general Impoft-Officer or Receiver may appoint 
Deputies in the Out-Ports •, the general Impoft-Officer 
his Salary is 200 £. Old Tenor, and to each Deputy in 
the Out- Ports not exceeding 40 £. Old Tenoi per An. 

All 
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All Forfeitures are one half to the Province, and half to 
the Informer, the Informer's Part to bear the Charges of 
Suit — The Fee to the Impoft-Officer for every fingle En- 
try is 2 / — Matters of VelTels to report their Vefiels and 
Cargoes, within the Space of 24 Hours. 

All Veflels not belonging .to Great -Britain, Pennfylva- 
nia, Eaft and Weji Jerftes, Ncw-Tork, ConneRicut, New- 
Hampjhire, and Rhode-IJland ; or any Part of a Veffel 
not belonging as above, fhall pay every Voyage, a Pound 
of good Piftol Powder per Tun, called Tunnage. 

The naval Officer is not to give LetpafTes, to any Vef- 
fel outward bound, 'till Impoft and Tunnage is certified 
as paid. 

3. Rates are Taxes upon Polls and Eftates ; Polls are 
all white Men of 16 JEt. and upwards •, Eftates are real, 
perfonal, and Faculty, or Income arifing from their Trade 
and Bufinefs. 

At the Commencement of the new Charter, the Tax- 
ation was by Number of Rates, a fingle Rate was 

12 d. Pol, and 1 d. upon 20/ Principal Eftate, fix Years 
Income of Eftate Rea), Perfonal and Faculty, is deemed 
as the Principal. Anno 1692, to pay off Sir William 
Phipp's unfuccefsful Canada Expedition, a Tax of 10 /. 
Poll, and one Quarter Value (is 5 /. in the Pound) of one 
Years Income of Eftate, Real r Perfonal and Faculty, was 
computed to raife 30,000 £.f At this Time the Poll is 
generally 3 d. upon every 1000 £. Rate, and for every 
12 d. Poll, 1 d. Rate. 



•f- About Twenty Years after the New -England Revolution, Anno 
1710 towards the Charges of the Expedition againft Port -Royal now 
Annapolis Royal, the Quotas of the four New-England Colonies for e- 
very iooo £. was in this Proportion, 

Majpicljufelts-Baj £. 638 7/. 9 d. 

Conn, 194 14 3 halfpenny 

Rhode 1 in 5 3 halfpenny 

Neiv-Hi mpp/irf rr 12 6 

at prrfcnt 1749 Cctmt&icut much exceeds that Proportion in Men, and 
Rhode ljland much exceeds that Proportion in EfFefts. 

Affeflbtt 
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AfTefTors are toeftimate Houfes and Lands at fix Years 
Income, as they are or may be let, Negro, Indian and 
Molatto Slaves, proportionably as other perfonal Eftate, 
an Ox of four Years old and upwards at 8 £. Old Tenor, 
a Cow of three Years old and upwards at 6 £. a Horfe 
or Mare of three Years old and upwards at 8 £. a Swine 
of one Year old and upwards at 32 f. a Sheep or Goat of 
one Year old and upward at 1 2 / 

As Townfhips, in like Manner as private Perfons in 
Procefs of Time, do alter their Circumftances ; for the 
more equal Adjustment of their Quota's of Taxes, there 
is after a Number of Years(generally once in feven Years) 
a Luftration or Cenfus, called a Valuation, made through- 
out the Province •, there is Anno 1749, a Valuation on 
Foot, laft Valuation was 1742, there were Valuations 
1734, 1728, &c. we fhall here infert the Valuations of 
each County, and of fome of the Townfhips the higheft 
and the lowed valued, as a Sample of the whole ; being 
their Proportions in every 1000 ,£. Rate. 



Before 1728 j 


Since 17 


Counties of Suffolk 287 


. 268 


EJfex 198 


196 


Middle f\ 7 1 


138 


Hampjh. 55 


54 


Plymouth"] j 


79 


Brijlol 95 


96 


Barnft. 56 


42 


York 3 7 


53 


Duie's-Coanty 1 1 


(■ 


Nantuckttl 3 


6 


Worcejler 


60 



,$ Before 1728, [ Since 1742. 

An.1734. 

<%>BoJion 185 173 

t Salem zj 28 

Ip fiutcl} 26 28 

c3jfi Newbury 22 23 

«)j> Marbleh .20 20 

tyCbarlfJl. 17 19 

tyDartm. 16 1 4 

tyHadley 5 5 & half 

ifyStoiu 3 3 

«^i Bellingham 2 
itib'lo'vctijhend 



180 

30 
27 
26 

'9 
'3 
»5 

5 
2 half 

1 
half 



Worcester, July to. 1731, was taken out of the Counties 
of Suffolk, Middle/ex, and Hampfhire. 

The AfTefTors may abate or multiply upon particular 
Rates, fo as to make up the Sum fet upon each Town or 
Diftridt. 

The Exempted from Polls and Rates, are, The Go- 
vernor, Lieut.-Governor, and their Families j the Prefi- 

dent, 
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dent, Fellows, and Students of Harvard- College •, fettled 
Minifters, and Grammar School-Matters ; and Perfons 
by Age, Infirmities, and extream Poverty, to be deemed 
as Invalids. 

Taxes may be paid,not only in publick Bills emitted, but 
in certain Species * of Goods, formerly called Stock in the 
Treafury j but as thefe Goods are receivable in theTreafury, 
at a Value not exceeding half their Market-Price, it can- 
not be fuppofed, that thefe Goods will be brought into 
the Treafury : Thefe Goods are coined Silver and Gold, 
merchantable Hemp, merchantable 7#? of Sable Cod-Fifn, 
Bar Iron, Bloomery Iron, Hollow Iron Ware, Indian 
Corn, Winter Rye, Winter Wheat, Barley, Barrel Pork, 
Barrel Beef, Duck, Long Whale Bone, Merchantable 
Cordage, Train Oil, Bees Wax, Bay berry Wax, tried 
Tallow, Peafe, Sheeps Wool, and tanned Sole-Leather. 

The Ways and Means are apparently very eafy, but 
in Confluence ruinous, being only a Manufacture of 
publick Bills of Credit, without Limitation of Quantity, 
not incumbred with any Intereft, and not to be redeemed 
till after many Years ; that Strangers may have a diftinft 
View of our depreciating Qlconomy, I ihall annex a Table 
of our prefent Currency in Bills, which is our only Fund, 
as they (rood Chriftmas 1748. The lateral left Hand 
Column, is the Times when they were emitted, the Top 
Line is the Periods at which they are redeemable. 

* In the firft Years after the A \iu England Revolution, at the firft 
Emiflion of the fraudulent publick Bills of Credit, as a Currency ; 
their Tenor was — Tbii indented Bill of***** due from the Mafl'achu- 
fetts- Colony to the PoJJ'cJfor Jhall be in Value equal to Money ; and Jhall 
he accordingly accepted by the Treafurer, and Receivers fubordinate to him 
in all publick Payments, and for any Stock at any Time in the Treafury. 
Boflon in New- England, February the Third 1690 ; By Order of the 
C on ral Court. At that Time the Ways and Means to fupply the 
annual Charges of Government was by fo many fingle Rates ( as in 
Germany by Roman Months, and in Scotland by Months eel's ) whereof 
a certain Proportion was receivable at the Treafury in Money, and a 
certain Proportion in Produce and Goods enumerated, and at'a fixed 
Price, which were called Stock in the Treafury to be fold for provin- 
cial Bills. 

To 
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This Table is reduced to Old Tenor, becaufe our cur- 
rent Way of computing is by Old Tenor, the Denomi- 
nations of Middle Tenor and New Tenor, are too whim- 
fical and captious to take Place. Thus the Debt of the 
Province, exeunte 1748 was 2,466,712 £. contracted in 
the Space of four Years, by projecting whimfical Expe- 
ditions (lucrative to the Projectors, but pernicious to the 
Province,) from certain Applications, not rejected at 
Home by the Miniftry, becaufe the Populace are pleafed 
and amufed with Expeditions. 

There muft be a confiderable Addition to the Taxes 
of every Year, fubfequent to 1 748, for the annual Charges 
of Government. 

The cancelling of Bills each Year is by four different 
Funds ; thus the Sum of £. 415,512 Bills Old Tenor, 
is brought in 

By Excife, Impoft and Tunnage £, 33,480 

Fines of Townfhips delinquent in Repre- 
fentatives 360 

Polls and Rates 364,000 

Townfhips Tax For Reprefentatives of laft 
Year 17,672 

Total 415,512 
The Town of Bofton paid of that Year's Tax 

£• 65,520 

Our annual Supplies or Appropriations are in fundry 
Articles j thus of the 400,000 £. Old Tenor Emiflion, 
Anno 1748. 

For Garrifons, armed Veffels, Forces upon the Eaitem 
and Weftern Frontiers £, 160000 

"WarlikeStores andCommifiaries Difburfments 136000 
Allowances and Grants 72000 

Expended where no EflabJifhment 12000 

Contingencies 2000 

Reprefentatives Wages 18000 

Total £. 400 
Not 
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Not long fince there were extra (immenfly chargeable,) 
Articles of Expeditions to Cape-Breton, Canada, &c* 

In Gratitude, we ought not to forget the companion- 
ate Goodnefs of the Parliament of Great- Britain, the 
Parent of all our Colonies. The Expences of the Pro- 
vince of Majfachufetts-Bay, in taking, repairing and 



* To reprefent at one View the vaft depreciated promifcuous Pa- 
per Currency, or rather publick Debt of the Colonies of New England, 
as it is at prefent. 

Emitted by MaJJach ufettt Bay £ 2,466,712 

Connecticut about 281,000 

Rhode- IJIand about 550,000 

flew -Hampflnre about 450,000 

Thus"" the prefent depreciated ( 10 for 1 St. in round Numbers ) 

New-England Paper Currency is about £. 3,748,000. 

The Parliament Reimburfements on Account of the Reduction of 
Louijlourg, when received will cancel to Majachufetts-Ecy about 

£. 1,836,490 
ConneSIicut - - - - 280,000 

Rhode- IJland - » - 63,000 

Nenxj-Hampjbirt - - 163,000 

£. 2,342,490 
there will remain about £. 1,405,000 New- England Currency, to this 
mull be added about 5 per Cent, deducted from the Reimburfement 
Money for Charges of receiving and tranfmitting about £. 1 17,000 is 
nearly one million and a half remaining Currency. 

Conneakut ( that Colony is managed by Men of Wifdom and Pro- 
bity ) has not much more outftanding publick Bills of Credit, than 
their Reimburfement Grant from the Parliament may redeem. 

Ncnv-Hampjhire has about £. 450000 old Tenor Value ; their Re- 
imburfement, may fink in round Numbers, about £. 150,000 ; there 
will remain about £. 300,000. About one third of the whole was 
lent to the Inhabitants upon Mortgages to the Government at a long 
Period ; the Remainder excepting fome fmall Sums for Charges of 
Government was iflued towards the late abortive Canada Expedition, 
and has no other Fund for drawing it in again, befides fome Expecta- 
tions of being reimburfed the Canada Expedition Charges. 

Rhode- IJlatid may have about £. 550,000 old Tenor, whereof 
£. 75,000 will be funk by Bills of Exchange drawn on their Agent, 
on Account of the Canada Expedition ; £. 60,000 will be funk by 
the Cape-Breton Reimburfement ; there will remain about £.^\ 5,000 
lent upon Mortgages ( of long Periods, reaching fo far as Anno 1763 ) 
SO tiie Govern merit. 

fecuring 
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/ecuring of Louijbourg on Cape- Breton, till May 1746, 
when his Majefty's regular Troops arrived there to de- 
fend it, amounted to 261,700 £. New Tenor Paper New- 
England Currency, which according to the Exchange of 
that lime, amounted to 1 83,649 £. Sterl. •, but when 
the Accounts were fent Home, our Currency was fo much 
depreciated, that the 261,700 £. New Tenor, was in 
Value equal only to 104,680 £. Sterl. ; making a dif- 
ference of 78,969 £. Sterl. This produced a Queftion 
at Court and in Parliament •, whether the faid Province, 
ought to be paid a Sterling Sum, equal in Value, to the 
Sum in Bills of Credit, expended upon the Expedition, 
according to the Value of thefe Bills at the Time the Ex- 
pence was contracted, or only a Sterling Sum, equal to 
the Value of thefe Bills in their prefent depreciated Stite ? 
In Goodnefs they determined according to the favourable 
Side of the Queftion, and allowed us the full Sum of 
l8 3> 6 49;£- Sterl - 

Number of Inhabitants, Produce, Manufactures, Trade 
and Mifcellanies. 

Inftead of imaginary Eftimates, I conceived it might 
be of better Credence to adduce loofe Records and pub- 
lick Accounts of Things. 

Before I proceed, I mull make this general Remark ; 
that our Forwardnefs towards Expeditions may have 
occafioned the Court of Great Britain to deem us 
felf-fufficient ; from 1739 to 1749 in the Spanifh and 
French War, Great- Britain fent us only the Succefs a fixth 
Rate Man of War for a few Months, whereas in Times 
of the profoundeft Peace we had a conftant Station Man 
of War from Great Britain. Our Provincial armed Vef- 
fels at a great Charge, befides their ferving as Tenders 
to the Britifh Squadrons in the Affair of Cape-Breton, 
their only Service feexns to have been the eafy Capture of 
a French Privateer Sloop Capt. Be la Brotz, no Man kill- 
ed on either Side ; the Fault was not in New- England 
Men (they are always forward in Service) but in ^Ma- 
nagement perhaps. 

T t t Anno 
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Anno 1656, we had three Regiments Militia, Suffolk, 
Middlejex, and EJfex ; Anno 167-1, three more Regiments 
were formed, viz. Norfolk or Pi/cat aqua, Torkjhire or 
Province of Main, and Hampjhire upon Conneclicut River; 
Pijcataqua Regiment is now in the Province of New- 
Hampjhire, the other two continue undivided large Re- 
giments (perhaps Torkjhire Regiment has lately been di- 
vided) Anno 1748, Hampjhire Regiment Col. Stoddard 
was about 2600, York Regiment Sir William Pepperrell 
2755, thefe with Boflon Regiment Col. Wendell of 2500 
Men, are large enough to be fubdivided into Battallions. 

Anno 1706, the Militia of Maffachufetts-Bay in their 
Addrefs to the Queen call themfelves 12 Regiments. 

_ Anno 171 1, Admiral Walker upon the Canada Expe- 
dition, demanded of the Government of Maffachufetts- 
Bay, a Supply of Sailors ; the Governor and Council re- 
prefented, that their ordinary Garrifons, Forces upon the 
inland Frontiers, and Men detached for the Canada Ex- 
pedition, were upwards of 2000 Men, which are more 
than one fifth of the fencible Men of the Province. 

In the Spring Anno 1722, the Small Pox being over, 
by Order of the Seleft-Men, Mr. Salter made a Perluf- 
tration of the Town of Bojion ; he reported 10,670 
Souls, this Small- Pox Time 5980 Perfons were feized 
with this Diftemper, whereof 844 died, and about the 
fame Number fled from Bojion -, thus we may eftimate 
about 12,000 People in Bojion at the Arrival of the 
Small- Pox. After twenty Years Anno 174.1, by a new 
Valuation there were reported 16,382 Souls in Boflon, 
add to thefe fome Men lately gone upon the Cuba Ex- 
pedition, feveral Sons and Apprentices defignedly over- 
looked to eafe the Quota of Bojlon's Provincial Tax, we 
may reckon about 18000 Inhabitants at that Time -, thus 
in the Space of 20 Years from 1722 to 1742 Boffon In- 
habitants had increafed one third or 6000. Taking this 
in another View ; An. 1720 a Year of middling Health 
and immediately preceeding the Small- Pox, the Burials in 
Bpfton were nearly 345 5 by Philofophical and Political 

Arithmeticians 
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Arithmeticians it is eftimated that in a healthful Country 
( fuch is Bofton ) one f in 35 dies per An. is nearly 12000 
Inhabitants ; Anno 1742, a Year of middling Health in 
Bofton, were buried about 515 by 35, makes nearly 18000 
Inhabitants. In the Valuation of 1742, of thofe in Bof- 
ton were 1200 Widows, 1000 of them poor; in the 
Alms-Houfe 1 1 1, in the Work-Houfe 3 6, Negroes 1514 ; 
Dwelling Houfes 1719, Ware-Houfes 166, Horfes4i8, 
Cows 141. 

1722 Governor Sbute returned to England, in his Re- 
port to the Board of Trade and Plantations, he fays, That 
in the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, were 94,000 Peo- 
ple, whereof 15000 were in the training Lift (the Alarm 
Lift Males from i6JEt. and upwards, is about one Third 
more than the Training Lift, becaufe many are excufed 
from Imprefies and Quarterly Trainings) difpofed into 
16 Regiments of Foot, and 15 Troops of Horfe. About 
25000 Tun of Shipping in the two Collections of Bofton 
and Salem at that Time. 

In the Valuation of Anno 1728, for Bofton were about 
3000 rateable Polls, Males from 16 Mt. and upwards, 
which is nearly the fame with the Alarm Lift : For In- 
ftance, Anno \ 735 the rateable Polls in Bofton were 3637 ; 
Anno 1733 the Alarm Lift was about 3500, which al- 
lowing for two Years increafes is nearly the fame. N. B. 
About this Time, Capt. JVatfon, one of the AflefTors in 
Curiofity, examined the Books, he found the Church of 
England People charged not exceeding one Tenth of the 
Rates or Taxes in the Town of Bofton. 

I 735 Tne Provincial Valuation was 35,427 Polls 
(white Men of 16 i^tat. and upwards) 2600 Negroes, 
27,420 Horfe Kind of 3 Years old and upwards, 
52,000 Neat Cattle of 3 to 4 Years old and upwards, 
130,001 Sheep of one Year old and upwards. 

1 742, In the Valuation were 4 r,ooo white Men's Polls. 

f From the Eflimates of Drs. HalUy and Newman, of 3 c Births, 
«S are Boys, 17 are Girls. M 

'749 
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1 749, A Valuation is on Foot but not finifhed ; here 
will be confiderable Deductions, i. Trade much de- 
cayed, and Taxes infupportably high has obliged many 
to leave the Province. 2. Men annexed to NewHamp- 
Jhire and Rhode -IJland. 3. Deaths occafioned by the 
Cape-Breton Expedition. 4. Loft in the Minas of Nova-' 
Scotia French Maffacre. 5. Killed and captivated upon 
our Frontiers by the French and Indians. 

1747, The Houfe of Reprefentatives in a Meflage to 
the Governor, fay, that 3000 is aoout one Twelfth of 
our fencible Men. 

As by Charter the General Aflembly of the Province 
is impowered to create Judicatories for trying all Cafes 
civil or criminal, capital or not capital ; accordingly by 
Act of Affembly in the Beginning of the French War, 
Augufi 1 744 •, the Commanders in chief, may at any 
Time call a Court Martial, which for Mutiny or Defer- 
tion may inflict Death. 

Although in Succefllon of Years, Things vary much % 
we fhall for the Information of the Curious of after 
Times, infert the prefent GEconomy of our Officers civil, 
Land Military, and Sea Military. N. B. Exchange being 
10 to 11, New -England Old Tenor Currency for One 
Sterl. 

Allowances Old Tenor to Civil Officers for 1 748.' 



To the Governor 


£> 9> 6o ° 


Secretary with Extra's 


800 


5 Judges of Superior Court 


4000 


Treafurer with Extra's 


1400 


CommifTary with Extra's 


1600 


Prefidentof College 


1400 


Profeffor of Divinity 


300 


Clerk to Reprefentatives 


480 


Door-Keeper 


320 


Two Chaplains 


80 


• 

4 


S3SSe 
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the Land Military EJlabliJhment for Cape- Breton, 1745. 

To the Lieut.-General per Month 60 

Colonel 48 

Lieuc.-Colonel 40 

Major 34 

Captain of 40 to 50 Men 1 8 

Lieutenant 12 

Second Lieutenant or Enfign 8 

Adjutant General 18 

Adjutant to a Regiment 12 

Sergeant 6 8 

Corporal 5 1 2 

Clerk 6 8 

Quarter- Mafter General 16 

Surgeon-General 28 

Surgeon of a Regiment 25 

Surgeon's Mate 18 

Drum Major 6 8 

Common Drum 5 12 

Chaplain 24 

Armourer of a Regiment 10 

Commiflary of ditto 12 

Three Thoufand Centinels each 5 

The Artillery EJlabliJhment for Cape-Breton. 

To the Firft Captain per Month £. 36 

Engineer 34 

Second Captain 20 

Firft Lieutenant 16 

Three Lieutenants, each 8 

Firft Bombardier 34 

Three, Ditto, ea:h 8 

Four Afiiftants, each g 

Thirty Gunners, each g 
The Artificers for the Train were 12 Houfe-Carpen- 

ters,and 4 Ship Carpenters, commanded by Capt. Barnard. 

The 
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The General was allowed 2000 £. for extraordinary 
contingent Services, to be accounted for. 

The Encouragement to private Men for inlifting was 
4 £. Bounty, one Month's Advance Wages, a Blanker, 
20/CSubfiftence which was afterwards advanced to 30/per 
t Week their Firelocks to be deducted out of their Wages. 

By Sollicitation from hence, Orders came from 
Home to raife two Regiments of 1000 Men regular 
Troops each for Louijbourg Garrifon ; but by a 
good Providence in Favour of the Country, they never 
could be rendred effective, and probably upon LouiJbourg\ 
being evacuated, thefe Men may return to their Labour, 
for the Benefit of this Country. 

To the Sea Military EJlabliJhment, 1745. 

To the Captain per Month 22 

Lieutenant 14 8 

Mafter 1 2 8 

Surgeon - 12 8 

Chaplain 12 8 

Gunner 10 

Boatfwain 10 

Mate 10 

Boatfwain's Mate 9 

Steward 9 

Cook 9 

Gunner's Mate 9 

Pilot 1 1 4 

Carpenter 1 1 

Cooper 9 

Armourer 9 

Coxfwain 9 
Quarter- Mafter 9 

Midfhipmen 10 10 
Common Sailors 8 

N. B. Anno 1 745 in the Time of the Cape-Breton Ex- 
pedition, 
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pedition, Exchange with London was 7 and half for one ; 
afterwards as our Currency depreciated, Sailors could not 
be got at thefe nominal Wages, and a common Sailor's 
"Wages was fet at io_£. per Month. — In the Winter 
Months when our armed VefTelsare laid up, the Captain, 
Gunner, Boatfwain, and three common Sailors only are 
kept. — Our inland Frontier Summer Forces (in Time of 
War) are reduced to one Third of their Compliment in 
"Winter. 

Anno 1 743 the Year preceeding the French and Indian 
"War, our Military Charges were very fmall. 



Cattle William in Bojlon Bay 
Richmond Fort on Quenebec River 
Brunfwick Fort on Amarefcogin River 
Pemaquid Fort Eaft of Sagadahock 
St. George's Fort near Penobjcot 
Saco River Fort 

Fort Dummer on Connecticut River 
Province Store- Sloop 



114 



The Parties in Majfachufetts- Bay at prefent, are not the 
Loyal and Jacobite, the Governor and Country, Whig and 
Tory, or any religious Sectary Denominations ; but the 
Debtors and the Creditors. The Debtor Side has had 
the Afcendent ever fince Anno 1741, to the almoft utter 
Ruin of the Country. 

Our late bad CEconomy is very notorious •, for In- 
ftance, Anno 1725, Caftle William in Bojlon Harbour was 
victualled at 7 / per Man, per Week ; Anno 1 748, Vic- 
tualling was 38/. per Week, becaufe of Depreciations. 
By Expeditions, we loft many of our labouring young 
Men 1 this made Labour fo dear, that in Produce or Ma- 
nufatlure any Country can under/ell us at a Market. 

For many Years, in the Land Service, the Allowance 

of 



5l6 ^Summary, Hijlorical and Political, & c ." 

of Prnvifions to each Man was ; Garrifon Allowance 
i I. Bread per Day, half Pint Peafe per Day, 2 1. Pork 
for three. Days, 1 Gallon Mola(Tes for 42 Days •, March- 
ing Allowances per Day, 1 1. Bread, 1 1. Pork, 1 Gill 
Rum. A Centinel or private Soldier's Pay per Month 
was Anno 1742, 30 f. Old Tenor, Anno 1744, at the 
breaking out of the French and Indian War, it was ad- 
vanced to 5 £. Anno 1747, 6 £. 5 / Anno 1748, 8 £. : 
A Captain's Wages were double, and the other Officers 
in Proportion. 

The Encouragement for Privateers commiffioned by 
the Governor, was 10 £. Old Tenor per Head, for each 
Enemy killed or taken Prifoner ; and Captures made by 
the Provincial armed Veffels were to be distributed, to 
the Captain 2 Eighths, to the Lieutenant and Matter 
1 Eighth, to the Warrant Officers 1 Eighth, to the Petty 
Officers 1 Eighth, to the common Sailors 3 Eighths ; 
aboard the Provincial Privateers, the victualling Allow- 
ance was to each Man per Week, Bread 7 1. Beer 7 Gal- 
lons, Beef 3 1. Pork 4 J. Peafe 1 Quart, Indian Corn 
1 Pint. 

The Captains are to make up their Mutter Rolls, and 
the Commiffaries their Accounts before the Men are paid 
off. 

The Alacrity of the New-England Militia may be ob- 
ferved, by the Alarm from d'Anville's Br eft French 
Squadron, End of September 1746 ; in a very fhort time 
6400 Men from the Country well armed, appeared in 
Bofion Common, fome of them (v. g. from Brookfield) tra- 
velled 70 Miles in two Days, each with a Pack (in which 
was Provifion for 14 Days) of about a Bufhel Corn 
Weight : Conneclicut was to have fent us 6000 Men, 
being one half of their training Lift ; thefe Men were 
paid by the Province for their Travel and Attendance. 

This Section concerning the Province of Majfachufetts- 
Bay, is fwelled To much, that fome Heads in common 
to^ all New England, fhall be deferred to the following 
New-England Section, and at prefent only mention 

Timber 
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Timber oF many Sorts. Many Kinds of Pine Trees, 
'whereof the principal are the White Pine a beautiful 
Tree or the beft Ufe for Mafting, and Joiners Work ; 
and the Pitch Pine the Mother of Turpentine, Tar, Pitch, 
Oil of Turpentine and Rozin. Various Kinds of Oaks, 
the Principal for Ship-Building and other Constructions, 
are the White Oak the beft, the Swamp Oak, and the 
Black Oak. 

■f Grain oF various Sorts, fcarce any of them are Na- 
tives or fpontaneous. Indian Corn is the Principal, Rye 
thrives tolerably, as do likewife Phafeoli or Kidney Beans 
of feveral Sorts, called Indian or French Beans ; all the 
Varieties of Englijh Grain are fown, but do not grow 
kindly. Apples are very natural to the Soil and Climate, 
Flax grows well, and lately the People from the North 
of Ireland have improved the Fabrick of Linnen, and 
all other Spinning- Work. The Soil feems not ftrong 
enough for Hemp, many Trials have been made. 

Ftjhery, fee P. 294 ; Whaling, I mean Fifh-Oil and 
"Whale-Bone have at prefent * failed us much, and our 
Cod-Fifhing ; Fifhing Scooners are not half fo many as 
a few Years fince -, Anno 1748 only 55 Filhing Scooners 
at Marblehead 

Cape- Anne 20 

Salem 8 

Ipfwich 6 

Thofe Scooners of about 50 Tun, fifh in deep Water 
(the deeper the Water, the larger and firmer are the Cod) 

-f- Our Continent Southern Colonies are peculiarly adapted for 
Grain, Tobacco (in South Carolina they are making Trials for Indigo, 
Cotton, and Silk) and Deer-Skins. Our Northern Continent-Colo- 
nies, produce kindly Pafturage, Cyder, Filhery, Furs, Naval Stores and 
other Timber. 

* Within thefe few Years, our Cod-Fifhery, Whaling, and Ship- 
Building have failed much ; and by Peculation and Depopulation, we 
were like to have been carried into Ruin ; but it is to be hoped we 
may have better Times ; at prefent our Trade is not half fo much, 
and our Taxes from 30 to 40 Times, more, than they were a few 
Years ago. 

U u u feven 
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feven Hands to each Scooner, Cormnunibus Annis, they 
make 600 Quintals per Scooner •, generally five Fares a 
Year, two Fares are to the Banks of the Ifland of Sable, 
the other three Fares are to Banquero, and to the other 
Banks along, the Cape-Sable Shore. The merchantable 
dry Cod are carried to the Markets of Spain, Portugal, 
and Italy •, the Refufe Cod are fhipt off for the Weft- 
India Iflands to feed the Negro Slaves. Concerning the 
fmall Fifh, fee P. 303. A Sturgeon -Fifhery in the fe- 
veral Branches of Sagadahcck fome Years fince was en- 
couraged by a Society of Fimmongers in London, but 
from the Mifmanagement of the Undertakers, efpecially 
as to proper Vinegar, it turned to no Account, and was 
negle&ed ever fince Mr. Dummer's, Indian War. 

Our Provincial Stores in the Truck-Houfes for Indian 
Trade has always been very fmall ; Anno 1746 when 
the Indian Trade ceafed becaufe of the War i the Com- 
raifiary for that Trade, reported that he was accountable 
to theProvince for a Ballance 13,324/. 6s. \d. OldTenor, 
in his Hands. In New-England, Beaver, other Furs, and 
Deer Skins, are become fo inconfiderable, they are fcarce 
to be reckoned an Article in our Trade, fee P. 176-. 

To give a general View of the Navigation of Mafia- 
chufetts-Bay, we may obferve, that in this Province are 
two Collections or Cuftom Houfes, Boston and Salem. 
At Boston Cuftom Houfe, from their Quarterly Accounts, 
Chriflmas 174710 Chriftmas 1748, foreign Vefifels clear- 
ed out 540 entred in '430 ♦, about 10 Years ago 
nearly the fame Number : From the Quarterly Accounts 
of Bofton Diftrict Naval- Office, on foreign Voyages Mi- 
chaelmas 174710 Michaelmas 1 748, cleared out 491 
Veffds, viz. 

Ships 51 Sloops 

Snows 44 Scooners 

Brigs 54 

491 
Exclufive of Fifhing and Coafting Veflels of the Pro- 
vinces and Colonies of Mafiacbufetts-Bay, New-Hamp* 

fore. 
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Jhire, Conneclicut and Rhode-ljland. This Cuftom Houfe 
returns Communibus Annis, 200 £. SterJ. for Greenwich 

.Hofpital. 

S^ot Collection includes the Ports of Salem, Marble- 
head, Cape-Anne, Ipfwicb, and Newbury. N. B. By a 
Miftake P. 456, Newbury was faid to be a Branch of the 
Collection of New-Hampjhire. From the Cuftom Houfe 
quarterly Accounts of Salem, from Michaelmas 1747 to 
Michaelmas 1748, cleared out Veffels upon foreign 
Voyages 131, entred in 96 



Cleared Out, 


Ships 


4 




Snows 


12 




Brigs 


21 




Sloops 


3 1 




Scooners 


63 
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Entred In, Ships 


1 


Snows 


11 


Brigs 


11 


Sloops 


18 


Scooners 


55 
~6 



H 1 

In which were fhipt off to Europe 32,000 Quintals of 
dry Cod-Fifh, to Weft-India Iflands 3070 Hogfheads (at 
6 to j Quintals Refufe Cod-Fifh per Hogfhead) for Ne- 
gro Provifion. New-England mips off no pickled Cod- 
Fifh. 

Mr. Blancbandin'm Anno 172 1 of the Cuftom- Houfe 
Diftrict of Salem, fays, That in the Courfe of feveral 
Years preceeding, Communibus Amis, he, cleared out 
about 80 Veffels upon foreign Voyages per An. 

Ship-Building is one of the • greateft Articles of our 
Trade and Manufacture •, it imploys and maintains above 
go feveral Denominations of Tradefmen and Artificers ; 
but as in all other Articles, fo in this more particularly 
for a few late Years this Country has the Symptoms of 
a galloping (a vulgar Expreffion^ Confumption, not fo 
defperate but by the Administration of a fkilful Phyfician, 
it may recover an Atbletick State of Health -, fublata. 
caufa tollitur effeclus. I fhall illuftrate the gradual Decay 
of Ship-Building, by the Shjp-Building in Bofton, meaning 
Jop-Iail Veffels. 

Ann$ 
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Anno 1738 on the Stocks 41 Veffels of 6324 Tuns 

J743 3° 

1746 20 

1749 15 2450 

As to the Decay of our Cod-Fifhery, I mall only men- 
tion that Anno iyi6 upon my firft Arrival in New-Eng- 
land, by the Books of the two Cuftom-Houfe Diftricts 
of MaffachufettsBay were exported 120,384 Quintals, 
Anno 1748 exported about 53000 Quintals. 

Rum is a confiderabk Article in our Manufactures. It 
is diftilled from MolaiTes imported from the Weji India 
Iflands ;: it has killed more Indians than the Wars and 
their SickneiTes, it does not fpare white People, efpecially 
when made into Flip, which is Rum mixed with a foul 
fmall Beer, and the courfeft of Mufcovado Sugars ; it 
is vented to all our Continent Colonies to great Ad vantage. 

Halts manufactured and exported to all our Colonies, 
is a confiderable Article. 

Iron is a confiderable Article in our Manufactures- ; it 
confifts of thefe general Branches. 1. f Smelting Fur- 
naces,, reducing the Ore into Pigs ; having Coal enough 
and Appearances of Rock Ore, in Attleborougb were e- 
rected at a great Charge three Furnaces ; but the Ore 
proving bad and fcarce, this Projection mifcarried as to 
Pigs : They were- of Ufe ir>- cafting of fmall Cannon 
for Ships of Letters of Marque, and in cafting Cannon- 
Balls and Bombs toward the Reduction of Louifbourg. 
2. Refineries, which manufacture Pigs imported from 
New-Tork, Pennfylvania and Maryland Furnaces, into Bar 
Iron. 3. Bloomeries, which from * Bog or Swamp Ore, 
without any Furnace, only by a. Forge Hearjh, reduce it 



-f 1 20 Bufhels Charcoal is fufficient to fmelt Rock-Ore into one 
Tun Pigs ; the Compliment of Men for a Furnace is 8 or 9, befutes 
Cutters of the Wood, Coalers,, Carters, and other common Labourers. 

* Eog or Swamp Ore lies from half a Foot to two Feet deep ; 
in about zo Years from digging, it grows or. gathers fit for another 
Digging; if. it lies longer it turns rufty, and does, not yield well : 
Three Tuns of Swamp Ore yields about one Tim of hollow Ware, 

into 
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into a Bloom or femiliquidated Lump to be beat inro 
Bars, but much inferior to thofe from the Pigs or Refi- 
neries. 4. Swamp f Ore Furnaces, from that Ore 
fmelted, they caft hollow Ware, which we can afford 
cheaper than from England or Holland. 

Oil of Turpentine diftilled from the New England Tur- 
pentine, which yields the moft and bed Oil ; and from 
Carolina Turpentine •, as alfo Rofin or its Refiduum^ we 
defer to a Digrefiion concerning Naval Stores in the 
New-Hampfhire Se&ion. 

Mifcellanies. The Light-Houfe at the Entrance of 
Bojlon Harbour was erected Anno 1715, coft 2385 £. 
ijf. Sd. Currency. Light-Houfe Money was id. in, and 
1 d. out, per Tun. Anno 1742 it was enacted at 2 d. Old 
Tenor in, and as much out per Tun, in foreign Voyages. 
Coafters from Canfo in Nova Scotia to North Carolina 4/ 
per Voyage. 

In Caftle William of the Harbour of Bojlon are 104 
Cannon befi'des Mortars -, whereof 20 Cannon of 42 lb. 
Ball, and 2 Mortars of 13 Inches Shell arrived Anno 1744, 
with all Stores excepting Gun-Powder, at the Charge of 
the Ordnance. 

171 1 Oclob. 2. In Bojlon the Provincial Court- Houfe, 
and fenior Congregational Meeting- Houfe, with many 
©ther good Houfes were burnt down ; 1 747 Dec. 9. the 
Provincial Court- Houfe was burnt, moft of the Records 
in the Secretary's Office were confumed ; the Couojty 
Records of Land Conveyances were faved. 

There is a publick Grainery in Bojlon y for fupplying 
poor Families with fmall Parcels of Grain and Meal, at 
10 per Cent Advance, for Charges and Wafte ; this Grai- 
nery is Efficient for 10 to 12,000 Bufhels Grain at a 
Time. 

f Col. Dimbar Anno 1731 informs the Board of Trade and Plan- 
tation?, that in New- England were Six Furnaces, meaning hollow Ware 
1 iirnaces, and ro Forges, meaning Bloomeries, not Refineries; at that: 
Time we had no Pig Furnaces, nor Refineries of Pigs. 

In 
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In New-England the People are generally Congregation- 
alifts. Many of the Congregational Churches have laid 
afide publick Relations of their converting Experiences, 
which formerly was required previous to the Admiflion 
of their Infant Progeny to Baptifm, and of thcmfelves to 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper j giving Satisfaction 
to the Minifter, of their Faith and good Life is deemed 
fufficient. In Maffacbufetts Bay are 250 Congregational 
Churches, in Conneftkut about 120, in New-Hampfhire 
about 30 •, in Rhode-IJland only 6 or 7, being generally 
Anabaptifts, Quakers, and of fome other Sectaries. 

The feveral religious Societies in the Town of Bojlon, 
Anno 1749, are Three Churches of England, One North 
of Ireland Prejbyterians, 9 Congregationalifts, One French 
Hugonots, who by Length of Time have incorporated 
into the feveral Englijh Congregations, and at prefent are 
no feparate Body, and have lately fold their Church-Build- 
ing to a Congregation of Mr. fFbitefield's Difciples -, Two 
Anabaptifts, viz. One Original, and one Separatift, 
One Quaker Meeting very fmall, Wbitejield's Separating 
and a Separatift of Separatifts. 

The Ability and Numbers in the feveral religious So- 
cieties in Bojlon, may be gathered from a Sunday's Con- 
tribution for Charity to the Poor of the Town much dif- 
treffed by Want of Fire- Wood in the hard Winter Feh 
1740,1, viz, 

I s. d. I s. d. 

Dr. Cutler 1 -g"^ 72 14 2 Mr. Welfleed 58 00 

Mr. Price \ 3 t§ 134 10 o Mr. Hooper 143 00 

Mr. Davenport J u^o I 33 3 3 Mr. Foxcroft 95 00 

FrenchChurcb 14 11 3 

Dr. Colman 164 10 o Anabaptift 14 20 

Dr. Sewall 105 00 /^Meeting 27 50 

Mr. Webb 105 00 Mr. Checkley 72 12 o 

Mr. Gee 71 10 5 Mr. Byles 40 20 

Harvard 
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Harvard-College * in MaiTachufetts-Bay. 

x^nno 1636, Winthrop Governor, Dudley Deputy-Go- 
vernor, and Bellingham Treafurer ; the General AfXembly 
granted 400 £. towards a Collegiate School, but after- 
wards called a College •, this was not then applied, it re- 
ceived the Addition of 779 /. 17 s. 2 d. a Donation be- 
queathed 1638 by Mr. Harvard, Minifter of Cbarleftown, 
the Name of the College perpetuates his Memory •, it is 
fituated in a healthful Soil (not above one per Ct. of the 
Scholars die per Annum) formerly a Diftrict of Newtown, 
and conftituted a Town (hip by the Name of Cambridge. 
1640 The Income of the Ferry between Bojlon and Char- 
leftown was granted to the College •, it is now Let at 
600 £. New-England Currency, or 60 £. Sterl. per An- 
num, this Ferry is about three Miles from Cambridge. 

Anno 1642, The General AfTerhbly appointed Over- 
feers of this College, viz. The Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, the Council called Magiftrates, and the ordained 
Minifters of the fix adjoining Towns of Cambridge, IVa- 
tertown, Charledown, Bojlon, Roxbury, and Dorcbejler. 

Their Charter bears Date, May 3*. 1650 ; the Cor- 
poration to confift of a Prefident, five Fellows, and a 
Treafurer or Buffer, to elect for Vacancies, and to make 
By-Laws ♦, the Overfeers have a Negative. 

The College Building confifts of a Court built on three 
Sides, the Front being open to the Fields •, the Building 
on the fir ft Side was by a Contribution, 1672, through 
the whole Colony of 1895/. if 9 d. whereof from Bof 

'•■■■' • ■ 1' 

* In the Continent of North- America, we have four Colleges ; 
whereof two are by Charters from Home, that of Virginia is dated 




do not aflame the Names of Univerfities or Seminaries of univerfal 
Learning, perhaps the firfl Defign of the College m Majfacbufctis-Bav, 
was as a Seminary for a Succefl:on of able and learned Gdfpel- 
Minillry. 

ton 
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ton about 800. £. it was called by the former Name Har- 
vard College ; the Building on the Bottom Side was e- 
re&ed Anno 1699, at the Charge of Lieut. -Governor 
Stougbton, and is called Stoughlon College, con fitting of 
16 Chamber?, Garret Chambers included ; the third Side 
was built Anno i;eo at the Charge of the Province, and 
is called Majfacbufetts Hall, confiding of 32 Chambers. 
Befides this Court there is a Houfe for the Prefident at 
.feme Diftance from the Court, and at a fmall Diftance 
behind the Harvard Side of the Court is a neat Chapel 
the Gift of Mrs. Holden of London, Widow of Mr. Holden 
a late Director of the Bank of England, 

The Refident Inftructors of Youth, are a Prefident or 
Supervisor, four Tutors or Phi'ofophy Profefibrs, the 
.Hollifian Profefibr of Divinity, the Hollifian ProfefTor of 
natural and experimental Philofophy, and a Profefibr of 
Hebrew. The Income or Revenue of the College is * 
not fufficient to defray its Charge. Some of that Body 
have an additional Province Allowance ; the ingenious 
and reverend Mr. Holyoke Prefident, befides the Rents of 
the -Building called Majfacbufetts Hall, was voted 1748 
-out of the Province Treafury 1400 £. Old Tenor •/ the 
Rev. Edward Wigglefwortb, D. D. Hollifian Profefibr of 
Divinity, befides the 80 £. New England Currency tlje 
Hollis Donation, lately to prevent Depreciations, the 
.Bonds at Intereft, which are a Fund for thefe Hollis Sa- 
laries, are reduced to Specialties, and thereby become 
more in the prefent nominal Currency; he has Anno 
1745 an additional Allowance of 300 £. Old Tenor. 
The Hollifian Profefibr of natural and experimental Phi- 
lofophy, is upon the fame Footing and Salary with the 
Hollifian Profefibr of Divinity -, though this Branch is 
the mod ufeful of all Sciences •, the prefent Incumbent, 

* The College never had any remarkable Misfortune, the Rev. 
Mr. Cotton Mather writes, that once providentially, lhort publick 
Prayers (I do not know, that hereby he intended to recommend fhort 
Prayers) by difmiffing the Students in good Time, discovered the Fire 
/and prevented a Conflagration of the College Buildings. 

tht 
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the ingenious and induftrious (Obfervations and expe- 
rimental Trials are Induftry) Mr. Winthrop has no addi- 
tional Provincial Allowance or Encouragement. The 
Profeffor of the Hebrew Language is Judab Moms, for- 
merly a Jew, and publickly chriftianized, or baptized in 
the College-Hall, May 27. 1722 : He has petitioned 'for 
a Provincial Allowance from Time to Time, but without 
Effeft. The four Tutors commonly called Profeflbrs of 
Philofophy, have each from the Income of the College 
300 to 400 £. Old Tenor per Annum, with fome fmall 
Perquifites ; there are about ten Hollifian poor Scho- 
lars at about 10 £. Old Tenor per Annum. 

Several well-difpofed Perfons have from Time to Time 
forwarded the Affair of the College ; befides the Grants 
from the Provincial General Court, and the Donations of 
Mr. Hollis and Hopkins. 

This Seminary at firft confided of a Preceptor, tw© 
Ufhers, and a Treafurer, Mr. Eaton was the firfb Pre- 
ceptor, he was a Man of Learning, too (evere in his Dis- 
cipline ; the General AiTembly difmiffed him, and Mr. 
Dunjler * was appointed Prefident Anno 1640, being an 
Anabaptift (a Sedl at that Time hated in New England) 
hewasadvifed to refign 1654. Mr. Chauncy, Minifter 
of Scttuate, formerly a Church of England Minifter, fuc- 
ceeded him, and died 1-671, JEt. 82. He was fucceeded 
by Hoar, a Doclor of Phyfick from the Univerfity of 
Cambridge in Old England ; in his Time the Scholars t 
deferred the College, and he refigned 1675. He was 
fucceeded by Urian Oakes, a Man of good Accompli fo- 
ments and Minifter of Cambridge, he died 1681. Was 
fucceeded by Mr. Rogers of Ipfwich, Phyfician, 'he dieti 
1684. Was fucceeded by Mr. Increafe Mather, he was 

* The New- England Pfalms in prefent Ufe, are a juft ftrift Ver 
fion, but not an elegant loofe Paraphrafe ; they were compofed br 
Mr. Elliot Of Rcxbury, Mr. Mather of Dorcbcfier, and Mr IVeU 
printed Anno 1640, and afterwards corrected by Mr Dunfler and 
Mr. Lyons, Tutor to Mr. Mildmay. ' J * * 

t Anno 1672, There were no Scholars to commence 

• W w w " Prefidenc 
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Prefident or Reftor * for about 20 Years •, Mr. Mather y 
upon the Arrival of Governor Andros, went a Voluntier 
Agent to the Court of England, he left the College under 
the Direction of two Tutors Leverett and Brattle -, he 
came over to New-England 1692, in Company with the 
new Charter, and for his good Services at Home, had the 
Degree of a Doclor in Divinity conferred upon him, the 
firft and fole Inftance of a Doctor's Degree conferred in 
Harvard-College : He was f Teacher of a Congregation 
in Bofton, his Acquaintance with Mr. Hollis in London, 
followed by the Solicitations of Benjamin Colman, D. d! 
a Minifter in Bofton, procured the generous Holliftan Do- 
nations. Dr. Mather was fucceeded by Mr. Willard a 
Minifter in Bofton. This was fucceeded by Mr. Leverett 
a Judge in the Superior Court, and afterwards a worthy 
and mod deferving Prefident of this College, his Salary 
from the Province was 150 £. per Annum, he died 1724. 
Was fucceeded by Mr. Wadfworih a Minifter of Bofton, 
his too eafy Difcipline was faulted, he died 1737, and 
the Prefidentmip continued vacant fome Time. The 
prefent Prefident is the learned and ingenious Mr. Ho- 
/yoke, a Minifter from Marblehead. 

Proteftants of any Denomination may have their Chil- 
dren educated and graduated here. At Admiflion, the 
Scholars fubferibe the College Laws: The Manner of 
this College, is, after 4 Year's Refidence, they are ad- 
mitted to a Batchelor's Degree in thefe Words. Admitto 
te ad primum Gradum in Artibus, pro More Academiarum 
in Anglia : After three Years more (Refidence not re- 
quired) they are admitted to the Degree of Mafler of 
Arts, in thefe Words, Admitto te ad fecundum Gradum in 
Artibus, pro More Academiarum in Anglia. They gene- 

* When Mr. Dudley was Prefident of New- England, for Diftinclion 
the Prefident of the College was called ReSIor. 

f There has been Pallors in the North Church or Congregation of 
Bofion, a regular Succeflion of Father, Son, and Grandfon ; the 
Grandfon upon fome Party Differences in the old Congregation, has 
formed a new diftintt unanimous Church. 

rally 
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rally become Minifters ; the Proverbial Saying amonoft 
fome Strangers, that all the Men of Note in New-Eng- 
land have been Preachers, is not juft. The publick Act 
of Commencement is on the firft Wednefday of July an- 
nually •, they began to confer Academical Degrees Anno 
1642, that Year nine Scholars commenced Batchelors ; 
the greateft Commencement was Anno 1725 of forty-five 
Batchelors, in the Adminiftration of Mr. Bummer \ the 
College lately is upon the Decline, as are the fervile Arts 
and Sciences, Anno 1746 only 12 Students commenced 
Batchelors. 

Befides Provincial Grants and the Legacy of Mr. 
Harvard already mentioned, there have been many liberal 
Contributions towards the Revenue of the College, its 
Edifices, Library, experimental Philofophy Inftruments, 
&c. which the Nature of a Summary does not require 
to be minutely related ; I fliall only mention the Dona- 
tions of Hopkins, and Hollis and Holden ; Samuel Sewall, 
John Lever ett, Thomas Fitch, and Daniel Oliver, Efqrs; a 
Committee of the Truftees appointed in his Majefty's 
Court of Chancery, to purchafe Houfes or Lands to per- 
petuate the Charity of Edward Hopkins, Efq-, purchafed 
Province Lands now called Hopkinton Townfhip of 22,- 
500 Acres, including a few peculiar Farms formerly 
granted. At a Meeting April 19. 1716 ; thefe Truftees 
agreed, that 12,500 Acres of the Lands fhould be laid 
out in Lots and leafed at 3 d. New-England Currency 
per An. Quitrent per Acre for 99 Years, the Leafes to 
commence March 25. 1723, and upon the Expiration of 
99 Years, the Leafes to be renewed from Time to Time, 
fo as never to exceed 9 d. per Acre, and the Truftees to 
fave the Termors or Tenants from paying any Provin- 
cial Tax, for three Quarters of their Lands •, but by con- 
tinued Depreciations of that pernicious Paper- Currency 
of New-England, the Value of thefe Lands was in a pro- 
greflive finking to the great Damage of the College, to 
check this the General Affembly afcertained thofe Rents 
to a Sterling Value 5 1741, by Act of Affembly the 

Quitrencs 



548 /Summary, Hiflorical and Political, &c.' 

Quitrents were converted into i d. Sterl. per Acre per 
Ann. until Anno 1823* and 3 d. Sterl. after, the Termors 
paying all the Provincial Taxes of thefe Lands •, and to 
enable thefe Tenants to pay thofe Province Taxes, the 
common Lands (being about 8000 Acres) to be divided 
amongft them clear of any Quitrent. 

Mr. Thomas Hollh of London Merchant, made a Do- 
nation of about 300 £. per An. New England Currency 
as Encouragement for a Profeflbr of Divinity, for a Pro- 
feffor of natural and experimental Philofophy, and Ex- 
hibitions for the Education of poor Scholars, with fome 
Allowance to the College-Treafurer for managing this 
Charity ; Anno 1721 he had the Thanks of the General 
Affembly, for his Donations. He made an Addition of 
many valuable Books to the Library, gave an Apparatus 
for philofophical Experiments to the Value of 1 15 £. St. 
he fent Hebrew and Greek Types,, he was a Benefa&or to 
the Houfatonick Indians. 

Samuel Holden, Efq; late Director of the Bank of Eng- 
land, bellowed Charities in New- England 'to the Value of 
4,847 £. New England Currency. His Widow and 
Daughters built a Chapel in Harvard College, with other 
Benefactions to the Value, of 5,585 £. New-England 
Currency.. 



Some Account of the Wars, or rather of the Incurfions and 
Depredations of the Canada French and their Indians, 
againfl the Governments or People of New-England and 
No va- Scotia, from the Revolution, Anno 1 68 8 to Anno 

1749. 

As no Writer of Obfervation and Leifure, has hitheiv 
to given us a diftincT: Account of thefe Affairs % we of- 
fer this fhort Hiftory, referring the Reader to fome pro- 
vious Accounts mentioned in this Summary. See P. i6o, 
v Wc fhall begin with fome general Qbfervations, 
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The Indians in their T ran fadions and Conferences, run 
much into Similitudes and Allegories.'!' 

*The general Characters of our Indians, are to decline 
open Engagements ; Bum fighting, or fkulking is their 
Difcipline ; they are brave when engaged •, great Forti- 
tude in enduring Tortures and Death ; Love of Liberty ; 
AfTecYion to their Relations, implacably revengeful ;.L 
inhumanely cruel ; in all their Feftivals and other Dances, 
they relate what Succeffes they have had, and what Da- 
mages they have received in their late Wars. 

Every Nation or Tribe is an abfolute Republick or ftrid 
Democracy •, their chief Families have a kind of Succef- 
fion as to Property, but in no other Refpefts •, wife Con- 
duel, Courage, and perfonal Strength, are the chief Re- 
commendations for War Captains, &c. [| 

When the Indians break our, they feldom make any 
Onfet in large Bodies ; but after a general Rendezvous, 
they divide into fmall fkulking Parties ; the whole Art 
of War amongfl: the Indians, is the managing of fmall 
Parties, and like carnivorous Beafts of the Forreft (the 
French with good Propriety term them Les hommes des 
Bois) commit Rapines and' mod cruel Murders without 
Regard to Age or Sex.-f- 

* As formerly amongfl: the Ifraelites, Co it is at pre- 

fent 

f Their Language is not copious, becaufe their Knowledge of 
Things is not extenfive, they feem to avoid Labial Letters. 

* See P. 191. 

4. The Indians are the mod implacably vindictive People upon 
Earth ; they revenge the Death of a Relation or any great Affront, 
when Occafion prefents, let the Diflance of Time or Place be never 
fo remote. 

|] The Delegates of the Indian Nations, after agreeing upon Ar- 
ticles with neighbouring Powers, are obliged to go. Home and per- 
fwade their young Men to concur. \ \ 

f The Barbarians ground all their Wars upon perfonal or nationa. 
Enmity, whereas the Ruptures in Europe depend more .upon Intereft 
than upon pure Revenge. To fet the Indians at Var'ance one Na- 
tion againft another Nation, is of no Advantage to the Colonies from 
Europe, it prevents their Beaver-hunting, and other Branches of the 
Indian Trade. 

* As Man is a gregarious Animal, the American Indians aflociate 

is 
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fent with our Indians,fhe is a mighty Prince or Sagamore 
who leads ioo or 200 fighting Men. The Indians rec- 
kon it a bloody Battle where they lofe 10 or 12 Men. 
Formerly their Inftruments of War were Arrows and 
Darts, at prefent our neighbouring Indians ufe Fire-Arms, 
that is Mufkets and Fuzils, a Hatchet, and long fharp- 
pointed Knives. || Lately in Winter, in War Times, 
they do not travel, left the Englifli Scouts fhould trace 
them. All the Incurfions and Rapines of the Indians are 
concerted, encouraged, and conducted by our perfidious 
Neighbours the French of Canada. f 

The moft fuccefsful Manner of managing a War a- 
gainft the CanadaFrench and their Indians, is by fcoutingj| 

and 



in Herds or Hords, but not in a progreffive wandering Manner as the 
Tartars at this Time, and as the lfraelites of Old in the Wildernefics 
of Arabia. 

-f- See P. 157 and 184. 

|| The far Indians ufe only Arrows and Clubs. 

-f- The French with their Indians may plunder, but cannot keep 
Poffeffion of any of our North America Continent Colonies, 
Our Colonies join and are well peopled : The French Canada 
and Cape-Breton Colonies have not this Advantage. 

Narrow Rivers are the beft Canoe travelling, becaufe in Lakes or 
\videRivers,any confiderableDegree of Wind,obliges them to go afhore. 

|| Wlr.Dtimmcr a wife Patriot, by continued Scouts andRangers to the 
Indian Head Quarters, their Clam Banks, Ponds which the Indians fre- 
quented for Fifhing, Fowling and Hunting, and their travelling Carrying - 
Places,kept the Indians at a Diftance, and by harrafling of them brought 
them to a happy Peace. The Houfe of Reprefentatives have fre- 
quently voted that our inland Frontiers, are beft fecured by fcouting 
Parties inTime of War : 1744 they voted that theScouts on the Fron- 
tiers have not been employed in ranging according to their Votes— 
fmall fcattering Garrifons, without making Excurfions into the Indian 
Country avail nothing ; this War we had upwards of 50 fuch at a 
Time. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives at Times find Fault with the Ma- 
nagement in our laft War : 1 747 Feb. 6, It being represented to the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives that many of the Soldiers raifed for the 
Canada Expedition, as well as thofe raifed for the immediate Service 
of the Province labour under divers Grievances proper for the Confi- 
deration of this Houfe ; therefore a Committee is appointed : when 
the Levies for the Cape -Bret on Expedition were daily coming to BoJIon, 

the 
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and ranging Parties further than our Frontiers ; thus they 
are kept at a Diftance from our Settlements, they are in- 
timidated, and fubjefled to the Inconveniencies of Sick- 
ncfs, Hunger ftarved, and Cold-ftarved by continued ha- 
raffing. 

This laft French and Indian War, we have praclifed, 
the cantoning of our Frontier Forces in many fmall Par- 
cels, and very little Scouting : But luckily the Indians 
were much reduced by former Wars, and by their Intem- 
perance in the Ufe of Rum ; and of the fmall Remain- 
der fome were called off by the Canada French to Crown- 
Pointy and fome to Nova Scotia : The only confiderable 
Appearance of the French and Indians upon our Frontiers 
tiers this War, was in Summer 1746, June 19, a large 
Party appeared againft No. 4,* upon Conneclicut River, 
Capt. Stevens with 50 Men (doubtlefs private Property 
conduced to animate them) made a gallant and fuccefsful 
Defence againft a large Party of the Enemy. Augujl r 9 
a Party of the Enemy commanded by M. Rigaud de 
Vaudreu'il) appeared before Fort MaJ/achufetts, the Garri- 
fbn furrendred Prifoners to be relieved the firft Oppor- 
tunity •, the Enemy plundered the Fort and burnt it ; 
this Fort was by the Affembly defigned and allowed to 
be the beft fupplied with Forces and Stores, becaufe it 
flanks our Frontier, being in its N. W. Corner, and the 



the Representatives by Meffage defire that the Forces may be fent on 
board the Tranfports, and other Forces prevented from coming in, 
left they fhould be infefted with the Small-Pox — 1746 June 13, voted 
that a Committee be appointed, to enquire into the Complaints of the 
Soldiers in the Eaftern and Weftern Frontiers, with Refpeft to the 
Supply of Provifions — And a Committee to prevent Children under 
16 JEt. from inlifting — 1746 July 16 The Houfe in a Meffage re- 
prefent, that inducing of the Men imprefled for the Frontiers into o- 
ther military Service, was a great Diftrefs upon the People, as requir- 
ing further Impreffes ; this may difcourage future Houfes from (hew- 
ing their Zeal in like Manner as this Houfe has done. 

* Pbineas Stepbeni and others, having made good Improvements 
in No. 4, a little above the great Falls of Corme£!icut River in the Pro- 
vince of Neiv-Hamp/hire ; to maintain their Settlements, built a Fort 
which was afterwards garrifoned by the Province of Maffacbufetts Bay. 

neareft 
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reared to Crown Point French Fort ; in Majfachufelts 
Fort were only 3 Women, 5 Children, 22 Men, whereof 
only eight were in Health, a Serjeant W3S the command- 
ing Officer, they were fhort of Ammunition, had only 
remaining three or four Pounds of Powder and as much 
Lead. The Defign of a Barrier againft the Canada French 
and Indians, perhaps would have better been anfwered by 
four ftrong Places well fitted, viz. One on Quenebec Ri- 
ver, a little above Richmond Fort, another high up Na- 
wichawanock or Salmon Falls River, a Third at the [jCrotch 
or Fork of Merrimack River, and the Fourth at No. 4, 
on Connecticut River •, thefe Forts to ferve as Places of 
Arms for Rendezvous, and as Magazines for Provifions 
and other Stores •, 200 effective Men to be allowed to 
each of them (may be reinforced upon Occafion) not * 
imprefled Men, excepting for occafional Reinforcements, 
but Volun tiers in good Pay, with generous Scalp and 
Captive Premiums •, one half of the Men alternately to 
be abroad in the Wildernefs at a confiderable advanced 
Diftance from the Barrier, ranging and fcouting ; the 
other half to remain in Garrifon. In this Situation of- 
fenfive and defenfive, no fkulking Parties would venture 
to attempt our Settlements, and our Out-Plantations or 
Farms would uninterruptedly continue under Cultivation 
for the general Good of the Province, as well as for the 
private Interefl: of the Proprietors. 

Befides the ordinary Forts of Georges, Pemaquid, Rich- 
mond, Saco, and Fort Dummer ; there were additional 
new Forts or Block-Houfes in the Weftern Parts, Fort 
Majfachufetts, Pelham, Shirley, Colerain, Fall Town, Dinf- 
dale, Northfield, Deerfield, Read Town, New Salem, Win- 
chester, Lower Ajhuelot, Upper Ajhuelot, No. 4, Pequioag, 
Na/lawog, Naraganfet No. 2, Browns, Leominffer, Lunen- 
« " ■■ ■ 11 »-' -■ ' 1 

|| Here we fuppofe Majfacbujctts-Bay and Ne<w-Hampjbire a&ingin 
Concert. 

* Impreffed Men cannot be long detained from their Families and 
Bufinefs, confcquently muft be frequently relieved by a Rotation of 
raw Men, no: accuftomed to this Duty. 

burg, 
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burg, Townfhend, Groton, New Ipfwich, Salem, Canada, 
Souhegan Wefl, New Hopkinton, Great Meadows, Conta- 
cook, Rumford, Suncook ; in the Eaftern Parts were Phi- 
lips-Town, Berwick, Kittery, York, Wells, Arundel, Biddi- 
ford, Scarborough, Falmouth, Sacarippee, Naraganfet No. 7 
or Gorham's, New Marblehead, North Yarmouth, Topfom y 
Wijhcaffet or Unkfechufet, Rices of Charlemont, George*- 
Town or Arrowfuk, Wifcajfet, Sheepfcot, Damarafcotti, 
and Eaft Georges ; being in all 5 6, generally infufficienc 
Cantonments ; whereof 15 are in another Province. 

In the inland Frontiers many of the Out-Farm Houfes 
have Jets in their Corners, with loop Holes for fmall 
Arms, and may be called Cazernes. 

For the feveral Tribes of the New- England or Abnoqui 
Indians. || In the late Wars with the Englijh, by Cold 
and Hunger, by Sicknefs, and by immoderate Ufe of 
Spirits, thefe Indians decreafe faft. It is true, that in the 
late Wars with the Indians, we loft more People than the 
Indians loft, becaufe we had more People to lofe, and 
becaufe the Indians know better where to find us, than 
we know where to find them. 

The Variety of Enfigns or Signatures of the Indians 
of North- America, are the Tortoife, Bear and Wolf. 

We have given fome Account f of the New Eng- 
land Indian Wars or Incurfions down to the Revolution 
and from thence we now proceed. King William's Re- 
volution in England was November 1688, in New-Eng- 
land the Revolution happened in April 1689 ; from that 
Time to Anno 1 749 in Space of Sixty Years we have had 
4 Indian Wars. 

1. In the Adminiftration of Governor Phipps and 
Lieutenant-Governor Stougbton from 1688 to January 7. 
1698,9. 

2. Under Governor Dudley from Auguft 10. 1703 to 
July 17. 1713. 



|| P. 183. f **• 189, &c. 
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3. Under Lieut.-Governor Bummer from July 25, 
1722 to Dec. 15. 1725. 

4. Under Governor Shirley from November 1744 to 
17-49. 

We fhall take no Notice of the Spanijb War, which 
was proclaimed in London, Oct. 1739, and in Bojlon of 
New England April 1 740, becaufe it did not in the leaib 
affect our inland Frontier, nor our Sea-Coaft •, the Expe- 
dition againft the Spanijb Weft-India Settlements com- 
monly called the Citba Expedition, ordered from Home, 
was a very great Difadvantage to our young Colonies of 
North- America j- the American Regiment, divided into 
four Battalions, confuting of about 3600 Men, whereof 
fcarce any returned, depopulated our Plantations very 
much •, of the 500 Men fent from Majfachufetts-Bay^ 
not exceeding 50 returned. The New England Men 
compofed the third Battalion, excepting the two Rhode- 
IJland Companies that were incorporated into the firft 
Battalion in Place of two North-Carolina Companies' in- 
corporated in the third Battalion. The feveral Colonies 
were at the Charge of Levy- Money, of Provifions, and 
of Tranfports for their refpective Quotas •, they were 
paid off or difmiiTed OcJ. 24. 1742, and allowed to keep 
their Cloathing and Firelocks) The 500 Men from 
MaJJachu-fetts-Bay for the Cuba Expedition coft us about 
3 7>5°° £• O^ Tenor, which at that Time was equal to 
7000 £. St. 

1. Phipps and S tough ton's, Indian War. Anno 1688 a 
general War began to be hatched in Europe ; and the 
Eaftern Abnaquie Indians by Infligation of the Canada 
French, upon Pretence of the Englijb encroaching upon 
their Lands and cheating them in Trade, became uneafy, 
and began an open Rupture by Depredations at North- 
Yarmouth and Sheep/cot, when Governor Andros was in 
his other Government of New-York ; Captives were 
made on both Sides ; Andros upon his Return from New- 
York returned the Indian Prifoners, without receiving 

from 
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from the Indians the Englijh which they had captivated. 
In the Spring 1689 at Quochecho in New Hampjhire, a 
Jarge Party of Indians killed Major Waldron and about 
20 People more, they carried away about as many Cap- 
tives •, the preceding Winter Governor Andros with 1000 
Men marched to the Eaftern Parts and built fmall Forts 
at Pemaquid, Sheepfcot and Pejepfcot. Nov. 1689 our 
Army went into Winter- Quarters, and left Garrifons in 
Wells, York, Berwick, and Quochecho. 

Anno 1690 Majfachttfetts- Bay fent 160 Men to Albany 
in New York Government for their Protection againft the 
Canada French and Indians. 

Anno 1692 Sir William Phipps with 450 Men marches 
to the Eaftward, and built a good Fort at Pemaquid Eaft 
of guenebec River; in Auguft f 1696 at Pemaquid the 
French landed a few Men to join the Indians, Capt. Chub 
who had fucceeded Capt. Church in the Command of the 
Fort with 95 Men double armed, bafely furrendred, the 
French demolifhed the Fort •, in this Fort were fourteen 
Cannon mounted, whereof fix were eighteen Pounders. 

Anno 1693 June 12, arrived at Boflon, Sir Francis 
Wheeler's Squadron, fitted out to diftrefs the French Co- 
lonies in America, he made fome vain Attempts upon 
Martinico and Guadaloupe. Purfuant to Inftruftions Sir 
Francis propofes to the Governor and Council, the at- 
tempting of Quebec in Canada, to fail by the beginning 
of July with a Recruit of 4000 Men, and four Months 
Provifions ; this could not be complied with upon fo 
fhort Notice, the Squadron imported a malignant, ill- 
conditioned Fever, which destroyed many of our People, 
and failed from Bcfton Auguft 3, attempted Placentia of 
Newfoundland in vain ; arrived in England October 1 2, 
with Hands fcarce fufficient to bring the Ships Home.' 
How inhumanly do Sovereignties play away their Men ! 

The Canada French not capable to fupply the Indians, 
with Provifions and Ammunition, occafioned a Submif- 
fion of the Penobfcot, Quenebec, Amarefcogin, and Saco 
Indians, by a Treaty at Pemaquid Auguft 12. 1693 ; the 

Articles 
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Articles were, i. To abandon the French Intereft. 2. To 
deliver all Captives. 3. A free Trade. In fome fhort 
Time Canada received from France confiderable Supplies 
and the Canada French perfwaded the Indians to break 
out again July 18. 1694, by killing and captivating many 
of our People upon the Frontiers ; and afterwards many 
Scuffles of no Confequence. 

Anno 1697 A Squadron from France was defigned to 
make a Defcent upon New-England^ but were difperfed 
in a Storm. 

Soon after the French Peace of Re/wick 1697, our 
Eaftern Indians fubmitted Jan. 7. 1698,9. 

2. Dudley'/ Indian War. About feven Weeks aftsr 
an infiduous Congrefs at Cafco, with the Penobfcot, Na- 
ridgwoag, Amerafconti, Pigwocket and Penacook Indians, 
Auguft 10. 17.03, M. Bobajfier with about 500 French 
and Indians in feveral Divifions, by Surprize invaded a 
Frontier of about 40 Miles Extent from Cafco to Wells 
and York, and made a mod barbarous Havock (a French 
MifTionary MafTacre) fparing neither Age nor Sex ; about 
200 Men, Women and Children were murdered. (The 
Affembly voted 40 £. Premium for each Indian Scalp or 
Captive •, in the former War the Premium was 12 £.) 
This MafTacre was foon after the Congrefs with the In- 
dian Delegates in June 20. 1703, the Indians then made 
great Profeflions of Friendfhip, they received our Pre- 
fents, Trading-Places and Prices of Commodities were 
agreed upon. All this War, the Five Nations called 
New York Indians fland neuter, and by this Stratagem 
the Dutch of New Tork by Means of thefe Indians car- 
ried on an advantageous Trade with the French of 
Canada. 

Anno 1703,4, Feb. 29, the French and Indians about 
250, commanded by M. Arte'il made a mod barbarous 
inhumane Incurfion upon Deerfield ; they killed about 60 
Perfons, captivated about 100 with Mr. Williams their 
Minifter, of the Captives they killed at Times about 21, 
when unfit for Travel. Anno 
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Anno 1 704 June. Caleb Lyman at Cowaffuck on Con- 
netlicut River with 1 Englifhman and 5 Mohegan Indi- 
ans killed 8 Enemy Indians out of 9 ; our AflembJy 
gave them a Reward of 3 1 £. Major Church with 550 
Voluntiers vifits Penobfcot, Mount Defert, Pefamaquady 
and Minas of iVox/a Scotia, but made no Attempt upon 
Port-Royal ; he brought away many Prifoners. M. Boo- 
core with 2 Miffionaries, and 700 French and Indians de- 
fined an Incurfion upon New England, but from Differ- 
ences amongft themfelves they difperfed, fome of them 
conforted and did Damage at Lancafter, Groton,AmeJbury t 
Haverhill, Exeter, Oyfter- River, Dover, &c. In the 
Winter Col. Hilton with 270 Men vifits Noridgwoag, but 
Found no Indians. In the Winter Seafons the Indians do 
pot fo much Damage as formerly, the Englifh having got 
into the Ufe of Raquettes or Snow Shoes. A French 
Privateer Shallop was caft away upon Plymouth Shore ; 
a Store-Ship for Canada was taken by an Eng\\(h Virginia 
Fleet. The French from Placentia do Damage 1701 
and 1705 in feveral Englifh Harbours in Newfoundland* 
Capt. Crapoa in a French Privateer, carries 8 of our rim- 
ing Veffels to Port-Royal of Nova Scotia. 

Anno 1706 The Indians do Damage at Oyjler-River 
in April. In July 270 French and Indians made Incur- 
fions at Bunjlable, Amefbury, Kingston, Chelmsford, Exeter 
Groton, Reading, and Sudbury. Capt. Rous with a Fla^ 
of Truce was fent to Port- Royal of Nova Scotia tone^o* 
tiate Prifoners •, his Management was faulted.f Mr. 
Shelden was fent to Canada twice to redeem Captives' 
Col. Hilton with 220 Men ranges the Eaftern Frontier/ 
and killed many Indians. About this Time the Premi- 
ums for Indian Scalps and Captives were advanced by 
Aft of Affembly, viz. per Piece to imprelTed Men 10 / 
to Voluntiers in Pay 20 £. to Voluntiers ferving without 
Pay 50 C with the Benefit of the Captives and Plunder 
Anno 1707,8 March 13, from Boflon failed Col. Church 
^— — — •— . ~^^— — — __ _ _ __ _ .„ 

* See P. 290. f See P. 307. — L ~~" ' 
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with two New England Regiments upon an Expedition 
againft Port-Royal, Subercajfe Governor, he returned rt 
infecla. 4. 

Anno 1708 in the Spring a Body of 3oo French and 
Indians was formed, with Defign to invade the inland 
Frontiers of New England, but differing amongft them- 
feJves they feparated, 150 of them concerted and made 
an Incur/ion upon Haverhill, killed the Minifter Mr. 
Rolf and many others. Col. Hilton with 170 Men vi- 
fits Amarafconli and Pigwocket. 

Anno 1 709 In April and June, Deer/ield was harraffed 
by 180 French and Indians commanded by M. Revel, Son 
in Law to M. Arteil. Col. Nicbolfon and Capt. Vetch at 
the Court of Great-Britain propofe a Conqueft of Canada 
by Sea and Land-Forces ; f this in Appearance or Sem- 
blance was encouraged by the Court, and Inftructions 
were fent to the feveral Provinces to furnifh certain Quo- 
tas, to be cloathed, armed, and paid at a Britifli Charge, 
but by political Management at Court, after a confidera- 
ble Expence, this was dropt, and an Expedition againft 
Port- Royal of Nova-Scotia was directed for the following 
Year.* 

Anno 171 1, near Exeter the Indians kill feveral Peo- 
ple, Col. Hilton and others were killed, and fome capti- 
vated : In Chelmsford Major Tyng and fome others were 
killed ; and Weftward, fome were killed at Marlborough, 
Brookfield, Simjhury, and Waterbury. In Winter Col. 
Walton ranges the Clambank Shores Eaftward. The a- 
bortive Scheme for reducing Quebec and Placentia, con- 
fequently all Canada and Newfoundland, by an Expedi- 
tion under General Hill and Admiral Walker.^ In April 
the Indians do Damage Eaftward. We loft 20 fifhing 
VeiTels on the Cape-Sable Shore by the Negligence of our 
Guarda la Coftas. Capt. Carver takes a French Privateer 
from Placentia of 45 Men. Upon the Frontiers of Fir- 



4- See P. 308. f See P. 308. * See P. 308. || See P. 311. 
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ginia, the French and their Indians murder many Inha- 
bitants. 

Upon Advice of a Sufpenfion of Arms between Great- 
Britain and France in Europe, the Indians applied for an 
Accommodation by Submifiion ; accordingly at Port/- 
mouth of New-Hampjhire, July il, 17 13, the Indian De- 
legates had a Congrefs with the Commiffioners of the 
New England Colonies -, the Bafis of the Submifiion was 
the Treaty at Penobfcot, Auguft 11. 1693. And that 
any Difference between a Briton and Indian, mail be if- 
fued in a Britifh Court of Judicature -, thefe Indians were 
called of the Rivers of St. Johns, Penobfcot, ghenebec, 
Amerefcogin> Saco, and Merimack; Mauxis was their Chief. 

3. Governor Shute and Lieut. -Governor Dummer'j In- 
dian War* The Canada Miflionaries 1 7 1 7 perfwaded 
the Indians, with Threatnings to claim fome Lands fet- 
tled by the Englifh, this was compromifed at Arrowfick 
in Auguft. Anno 17 19 The Indians were moved by the 
Canada French to renew the fame Claims, but a fmall 
Scout of 60 Men, kept them in Awe. Anno 1720 The 
Indians were advifed by the French to be more infolent, 
by killing of Cattle, and threatning the Lives of the In- 
habitants •, Col, Walton with 200 Men brought them 
to Submifiion, and received four Indian Hoftages for their 
future good Behaviour. The Canada French continuing 
uneafy becaufe of our enlarged Settlements, Anno 1721 
M. Croizer from Canada, M. St. Cajleen from Penobfcot^ 
Rolle and De la chaffe French MifTionaries with about 300 
Indians, make a general Appearance at/trrozvfick an Ifland 
of Sagadahock, threatning that if the Englifh did not re- 
move from the claimed Indian Lands in three Weeks, 
they would kill the People, burn the Houfes, and de- 
ftroy their Cattle •, accordingly at Merry-meeting Bay of 
Quenebec River June 13. 1722, the Indians made a be- 
ginning and captivated Love, Hamilton, Hanfard, Trefcot 



See fome anticipating Accounts, P. 199 and 317. 
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and Edgar. July 5. 1722 in Boflon thefe Indians were 
proclaimed Enemies and Rebels. Capt. Herman with a 
Scout killed feveral Indians upon Quenebec River. A 
Body of Indians at Arrowfick kill fome People, burnt 60 
Dwelling- Houfes, and deftroyed 50 Head of Cattle ; 
they in vain attempted Richmond Fort upon Quenebec 
River, and St. Georges Fort near Penobfcot ; they feized 
an Englifh Sloop at Pefamaquady, f in vain attempted 
Annapolis of Nova-Scotia, they furprized 1 6 of our fifh- 
ing VefTels near Canfo* Lovel with his fcouting Party 
of Voluntiers was of great Service, but at laft unfortu- 
nate. The great Havock of Indians by a large fcouting 
Party made at Noridgwoag.^ At Noridgwoag a fcouting 
Party fome Time before this, feized fome Letters from 
the Governor General of Canada to Miflionary Ralle, ex- 
horting all the French Miffionaries, notwithstanding of 
the profound Peace between Great-Britain and France, 
to incite the Indians to act vigoroufly againft. the Englifh. 
The Indians at Times did fome fmall Damages upon our 
Frontiers ; they inverted Fort St. George near Penobfcot, 
30 Days without Succefs. 

Anno 1723 Augujl 21 arrived in Bofion 63 Indians of 
the Six New Tork Nations, with a fham Propofal of Al- 
liance againft our Eaftern Indians •, their real Project was 
only to receive Prefents ; they returned Home without 
itipulating any Succours. 

Anno 1723 Nov. 17 arrived in Bojlon a Meffage from 
the General of Canada, by Capt. Le Ronde Denie, and 
Lieut, de Ram/ay de Troupes Marines. 1725 in January 
Col. Thaxter and Dudley from Maffachufetts-Bay, and 
Mr. Atkinfon from New-Hampjhire fet out with a Mef- 
fage to expoftulate with the French Government of Ca- 
nada, concerning their inciting and afiifting of our re- 
bellious Indians. 

The Indians much harrafled by our frequent Scouts to 
Penobfcot, Noridgwoag, White Hills, &c. and by our 
— 

t See P. 317. * See P. 317. || See P. 199. 
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Rangers vifiting their Carrying-Places, Clam Banks, Fifli- 
ing, Fowling, and Hunting Grounds •, fubmitted to our 
own Terms, f Bofton, Dec. 25. 1725 •, which was after- 
wards ratified at Cafco, Aug. 5. 1726. By this Indian 
"War thefe Indians were (6 much reduced, that in the late 
French and Indian War from 1744 to 1749 we fuffered 
very little upon our Frontiers. All the Supplies from 
1 720 to 1725 inclufive, did not exceed 242.000^. where- 
of 10,000 £. Old Tenor per An. defrayed the ordinary 
Charges of Government, a notorious Inftance of Hon- 
efty, Frugality and good Management. The Forces were 
allowed per Week, 10/ Pay, and 6 f. Provifions. 

4. Governor Shirley'* French and Indian War. The 
War againft France was proclaimed in BosJon, June 2. 
1744 -, and to guard againft the French and Indian In- 
curfions, 500 Men were impreffed ; whereof 300 for the 
Eaftern Frontier, viz. 50 from each of the Militia Re- 
giments of Pepperrell, Gerrijh, Berry, Plaisled, Saltonjlall 
and Phipps ; and 200 Men for the Weftern Frontier, 
viz. 50 from each of the Regiments of Chandler, Ward, 
JVillard, and Stoddard -,2.5 Men from each Regiment of 
Wendell at Bofton, and Gouge, for reinforcing of the ordi- 
nary ftanding Garrifons, viz. Georges Fort to 40 Men, 
Pemaquid to 24, Richmond to 25, Brunfwick to 12, Saco 
to 20 Men •, no Detachments were made from the Mi- 
litia of the Old Colony of Plymouth. 96 Barrels Gun- 
Powder were fent to the feveral Townfhips, to be fold 
to the Inhabitants, at prime Coft including Charges. 

In Summer 1 744, upon the breaking out of the French 
"War, the Prefident Col. Mafcarene, and Council of Nova 
Scotia, reprefent the weak State of the Garrifon of An- 
7tapolis % and ill Condition of its Fortifications ; the Af* 
fembly of the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, generority 
fent them a Reinforcement of 200 Men in four Compa- 
nies, allowing 25 £. Levy-Money per Man (the Men to 

f See P. 200. 
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find their own Arms; and 3 Months Provifion, their Pay 
and further Victualling was from Great-Britain ; they 
continued about 18 Months in Pay, and were of good 
Service againft M. Lulre and Duvivier's Attempts upon 
Annapolis* 

The Cape Sable and St. Johns Indians of Nova Scotia y 
having in Summer under M. Lulre made an Attempt 
upon Annapolis, they were proclaimed Rebels and Ene-- 
mies at Bofion, November 1 744, from three Miles Eaft 
of Pafamaquady River ; and 400 £. Old Tenor granted 
a Premium for each fcalpt or captivated Indian. When 
it was found that the Penobfcot and. Noridgwoag Indians 
had joined them, the Declaration of War was extended 
to thefe Augujl 23. 1745 ; thefe Indians having burnt 
a Fort at St. Georges, fome Houfes, and killed many 
Cattle. 

This War fo far as it relates to Nova-Scotia, has al- 
ready been mentioned. [1 1. M. Lutre with 300 Capt- 
Sable and St. Johns Indians, did attempt the Fort of An- 
napolis in June 1744. 2. Duvivier with the fame In- 
dians and fome regular Troops from Louijbowrg, in all a- 
bout 800 Men, in September inverted and fummoned the 
Fort, and after 3 Weeks retired to Minas. 3. M.Marin 
from Canada with about 900 French and Indians in May 
1 745 made a fhort Appearance before the Fort, and re- 
tired to Minas, thence to proceed towards the Relief of 
Louijbourg ; they were intercepted. 4. M. de Ram/ay 
with about 1600 Men French and Indians from Canada 
arrives at Minas in Summer 1 746, defigned to join Duke 
tfAnvitte's Armament at Chebuclo, towards the End of 
September he came before Annapolis^ but made no Af- 
fault •, being advifed of the Return of the French Fleet 
for France, he retired to Minas and Chicaniclo, and from 
thence next Summer to join a; French Fleet and I^and 
Forces towards reducing of Annapolis %. in the Winter 
1746,7 about 500 to 600 of de Ramfafs Men from 

* See P. 319. |1 See P. 319. 
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CbicaniSfo, furprized the New-England Forces cantoned at 
Minas and did much Havock.* The French return to 
Cbicaniclo waiting the Arrival of la Jonquiere's Squadron 
From France, but upon Advice of this Fleet being de- 
ftroyed in Europe, de Ramfay returns to Canada,znd Nova 
Scotia fuffered no further Difturbance. 

Thofe 500 Men of the Canada Levies, were the fecond 
Reinforcement fent by Maffacbufetts-Bay to Nova-Scotia, 
they were about 12 Months in Pay, and the Remains of 
them returned to Bojlon in Autumn 1 747. 

Oclob. 31. 1747 all the Canada Levies were difmifled, 
and next Day November 1. about 270 of them in fix 
Companies lifted as a third Reinforcement for NcvaScotia, 
they were allowed Britifh Pay, and a full Cloathing, but 
foon wore out •, they were ordered Home in the Severity 
of Winter 1748,9 and in Rags, but by kind Providence 
they generally arrived fafe, and were difmifled February 
24. 1748,9. 

For the three Canada Expeditions that have been pro- 
jected, but not effected fince the Revolution, fee P. 309,, 
&c. The Canada Levies of 1 746 were under the Di- 
rection of Sir Peter Warren and Mr. Shirley, with an In- 
ftruction to employ them occafionally, as in Difcretion 
they might think proper ; accordingly late in the Year 
when the River of St. Lawrence was become impractica- 
ble, they cantoned 900 of them, Part of theCrown -Point 
Deftination (2000 under Waldo and Dwight were the 
whole) along the Frontiers in double Pay, National and 
Provincial, and 500 were fent to Nova Scotia. In Au- 
tumn 1747 Knowles and Shirley by Inflructions from 
Home had the Direction of Nova Scotia. 

For the Affair of Cape- Breton a miraculoufly fuccefsful 
Expedition,t our Colony People love Frolicks, they con- 
tinued in Pay about 1 8 Months. 

For the North- America Sea Campaigns of 1 744, 1 745, 
1 746 and 1 747,11 to thefe we may add, that in the Winter 



See P. 324. f See P. 335, 345. (.- See P. 338, &c. 

1748,9 
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1748,9. all the Station Ships of North-America were call- 
ed off, to form a Squadron againfl: St. Jago de Cuba, but 
in vain •, the French and Spanifh Privateers improved 
this Opportunity of a naked Coaft, took many of. our 
Vefrels impune they failed up Delaware River to within 
a few Miles of Philadelphia, and many Leagues up Che* 
fapeak Bay of Virginia, and up Cape -Fear River of North- 
Carolina. 

Towards the Crown- Point Expedition 1746, we fent 
by Water to Albany four Months Provifions for 1500 

Men wich Tents, a 13 Inch Mortar, and Barrels 

Gun- Powder ; the SicknefTes at Albany, and the Alarm 
from d'Anville's Squadron luckily put a Check. 

In the Summer 1748, notwithstanding of a Cefiation 
of Arms in Europe being notified, fome affociated Ban-* 
ditti Indians in the French Influence, did Damage at> 
Saratoga at Fort Majfachufetts, in our Eaftern Country ; 
and at St. Johns River of Nova Scotia, they killed fome 
Men belonging to the An/on and Warren of the Ordnance. 
There are feveral mifcellany Affairs belonging to this 
Article, to be related in amort loofe Manner j. which 
may ferve as common Place for future Il'iftorians. 

The Six Indian Nations of New-York, by the Dutch 
Trading Influence, did amongft themfelves refolve to 
ftand neuter, the Oneides and Cayuges, French Prieft-rid, 
refufed a Meeting of Delegates defired by Governor 
Clinton. In Auguft and September 1746 Majfachufetts- 
Bay lent Commiftioners to confer with thefe Indians at 
Albany.; and 1748 Majfachufetts lent their Governor and 
other Commiffioners there to concert War Affairs when 
the War was over. 

1.746, The French and their Indians from Crown^Point 
commit many barbarous Murders and Depredations at 
Saratogo near Albany. 1747 The Militia Garrifon of Sa- 
ratogo, carry off the Ordnance and Stores, and burn the 
Fort, without Orders from the Governor or Government^ 
as it is faid. 

la the Spring 1744 arrived in Bojton the- King's Gift 

to 
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to Cattle William of 20 Cannon of 42 Pound Ball, and 
2 Mortars of 13 Inches, with all Stores excepting Gun- 
Powder. 

Anno 1 744 The Provincial Afifembly voted a Range 
of Forts to be built between Conneclicut River and New- 
fork Boundary Line, viz. Fall fight, Colerain, Shirley, Pel- 
bam, and Majjachufetts. 

In the Spring 1745 the Province Frigate Majfachufetts 
was launched, the Fund was 6 d. per Tun each Voyage 
upon VefTels in foreign Voyages, and 6 d. per Tun per 
Annum on fifhing and coafting VefTels of the Province. 

For the Years 1745, 1746, and 1747 the Premium 
for Tndian Scalps and Captives 1000 £. Old Tenor per 
Head to Voluntiers, and 400 £. to imprefled Men, their 
Wages and Subfiftance Money to be deducted. 

1747 Augufl: arrives in Bojlon, 21 Days Paffage from 
Quebec in Canada, a French Flag of Truce with 172 Pri- 
soners and Captives Britifh ; 70 of the Britifh died in 
Quebec ; their Allowance there per Day was 1 lb. and 
half Bread, half lb. Beef, 1 Gill of Peafe, with Spruce 
Beer. v 

1 747 Wt fent a Flag of Truce Augufl: 1. from Bofton 
with 63 French Prifoners delivered at Vljle de Bafque 35 
Leagues below Quebec, and received 16 Britifh Prifoners, 
returned to Bojlon October 3. 

On our Eaftern and Weftern Frontier,and in the inter- 
mediate Province of NewHampJhire, befidesordinaryGar- 
rifons, there weie Anno 1745, about 747 Men for Sum- 
mer •, 1746, about 1270 Men for Summer, and 3 15 for 
Winter ; 1747, about 1676 Men (the Canada 900 Le- 
vies included) for the Summer, and 509 for Winter • 
1748 (including 200 Men from Connecticut) 14 10 Men 
for Summer, and 524 for Winter, 50 from Conneclicut 
included. 

1749 Beginning of February the Peace which had been 
figned at Aix la Chapelie the 7th of October 1748, was 
proclaimed in London, and in Bojlon May 10th following 

After the Conclulion of the Peace with Frame ar?d 

Spain 
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Spain •, by Order of the General of Canada,* confiderable 
Number of People, confiding of (as it is faid) fome re- 
gular Troops, Canadeans and Indians, made a fhort Ap- 
pearance near Bay Verte of Nova Scotia, they pretended 
that their Bufinefs was to cut Fire-Wood for the expect- 
ed French Troops to garrifon Louijbourg, but the real 
Deflgn feems to have been, to keep up their Claim to 
fome Part of Nova-Scotia, left Great- Britain in after 
Times mould claim Prefcription from an uninterrupted 
PolTelTion •, fome fhort Time after this the Governor- 
General of Canada by a formal Letter to the Government 
of Nova-Scotia, put in a French Claim to the Northern 
Parts of Nova Scotia.f 

Peace being now fully fettled, the Court of Great- 
Britain feem to be in earned ( fince the Peace of 
Utrecht neglected ) in fettling of Nova Scotia, as 
appears by the following Extract from the original 
Piece. 

Whitehall, March 7. 1748,9.' 

APropofal having been prefented unto his Majefty, 
for the eftablifhing a Civil Government in the Pro- 
vince of Nova-Scotia in North America, as alfo for the 
better peopling and fettling the faid Province, and ex- 
tending and improving the Fifhery thereof, by granting 
Lands within the fame, and giving other Encouragements 
to fuch of the Officers and private Men lately difmilTed 
his Majefty's Land and Sea-Service, as mall be willing 
to fettle in the faid Province : And his Majefty having 
fignified his Royal Approbation of the Purport of the 
faid Propofals, the Right Hon. the Lords CommiiTioners 



f The General of Martinicd'% French Claim laft Winter to the 
Ifland of Tobago, 40 Leagues South from Barbados, and comprehend- 
ed in the Commiflion of the Governor of Barbados, was fomething of 
this Nature. 

It is probable, that Claims of this Kind will be brought before the 
Commifi'aries or CommiiTioners ufually appointed to fettle fome Con- 
cerns.which other wife would have protracted theNegotiations for a ge- 
neral Peace. 

for 
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for Trade and Plantations do, by his Majefty's Command, 
give Notice, that proper Encouragement will be given to 
ftich of the Officers and private Men lately difmifled his 
Majefty's Land and Sea Service, and to Artificers necef- 
fary in Building or Husbandry, as are willing to accept 
of Grants of Land, and to fettle with or without Fami- 
lies in the Province of Nova-Scotia. 

To the Settlers qualified as above, 1. will be granted 
PalTage and Subfiftance during their PaiTage, as alfo for 
the Space of twelve Months after their Arrival. 2. Arms 
and Ammunition, as far as will be judged necefFary for 
their Defence, with proper Utenfils for Husbandry, 
Fifhery, erecting Habitations, and other neceffary Pur- 
pofes. 3. A civil Government to be eftablifhed with 
all the Privileges of his Majefty's other Colonies or Go- 
vernments in America, and proper Meafures will be taken 
for their Security and Protection. 

The Lands granted fhall be in Fee fimple, free from 
the Payment of any Quitrents, or Taxes, for the Term 
of ten Years ; at the Expiration whereof no Perfon to 
pay more than one Shilling Sterling per Annum, for every 
fifty Acres fo granted ., the Lands are to be granted with 
the following Qualifications and Proportions. 

50 Acres to every private Soldier or Seaman, and 10 
Acres over and above to every Perfon (including Wo- 
men and Children) of which his Family mail confift, and 
farther Grants to be made to them, as their Families fhall 
increafe. 

80 Acres to every Officer under the Rank of an En- 
fign in the Land Service, and that of a Lieutenant in the 
Sea Service, and 15 Acres to every Perfon belonging to 
the Family. 

200 Acres to every Enfign, 900 to a Lieutenant, 400 
to a Captain, 600 to any Officer above the Rank of a 
Captain in the Land Service ;. in. the Sea Service, 400 
Acres to a. Lieutenant, 600 Acres to a- Captain ; 30 
Acres to every Perfon belonging to fuch Families. Re- 
puted 
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puted Surgeons, whether they have been in his Majefty's 
Service, or not, /hall be in the Capacity of Enfigns. 

All Perfons defirous to engage are to enter their Names 
in the Month of April 1749, at the Trade and Plantati- 
ons Office, or with the Commifiioners of the Navy re- 
fiding at Port/mouth and Plymouth. 

Omitted in the Article of Cape-Breton. 
The French People tranfported from Louijbourg to 
France (including the Figilant's Men) preceding July 17, 
1745, were 4130, whereof 1822 via Bofton, and 76 via 
New Hamp/hire. The French while in Bofton, were al- 
lowed in Old Tenor per Week, viz. An Inhabitant from 
Cape-Breton 20 f. a Sailor 15/ Captain of the Figi 
5 /. Second Captain 3 /. each Officer 40 / 



N. B. This Volume begins January 1746,7, and ends May 1749, 

End of the Firft Volume, ] 
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